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| Again in 1941, as in 1917, showmen| Truth Than Poetry Fear Titles as Codes By HARRY E. BILLINGS 
are conceding the fact that a war’s es Production Facilities to Be Seca cas | Milwaukee, Dec. 16. 
beginning also marks the temporary Chicago, Dec. 16. Made Available by One Philadelphia, Dec. 16 Tempe re es pees, PP a 
: : F . pte: wre ee : . . | life this special so-called ‘Ger- 
ending of good boxoffice. They With everybody using themes . . Philly stations have dropped |-° °.. © 
& a from Tschaikowsky, the Roe- Studio to Another, in Or- all nee pons oc ne Pulses hoe | man city’ as the result of the U. S. 


vision the shock to amusement ven- 





Krippene music firm is hitting der Not to Retard Flow of | programs for the duration of the | Geciaration of war against the Nazis, 














ures as being of only short duration, lS). id i : as }one of the most sudden transforma- 
a an ; oe bably set the stands with a new tune Pix Product | war. The action was taken to |,. ~ = Ya : =~ aise 
W ith a terrific upswing probably set- tagged ‘Everybody Makes Money forestall the possibility of the |tions occurred at the Schwabenhof, 
ting in post-Xmas. but Tschaikowsky.’ eee teanamission of titerination ty \* German-atmosphere cafe in the 
Despite the sharp slump in amuse- Scribed by a ae a ae on eee oe |heart of a Teutonic neighborhood. 
ment business, especially in the | ec sol, Sin latlagy in RD s04 OTHER PROBLEMS espionage agents through code | pore ¢ attractic ras Geor 
. a apres. | Krippene and Johnny Farrow. messages via song titles, names _ | ere the attraction was George 
coastal cities, many theatre opera- | —_ ___- iaanataetaa of naosieti a tse wp “ |Hessberger and his Bavarian-type 
tors are now prone to discount some Holl Dd 16 peer, See | orchestra, whose popularity has kept 
‘ ollywooc >c. 16. ‘irs ati “( >quest ; 
of the dip as due as much to the | Cancelled Grid Games, SF te ollywood, Dec. 16 First station to drop requests | them continuously engaged for years 
traditional Xmas shopping as the icture companies are making} was WIBG. Other outlets fol- | between Milwaukee restaurants and 
; . l- . le . ari sc } TT ate . —T ; ‘ P 
Japanese attack in the Pacific and plans to pool studio facilities in case lowed .soon afterward. |the Bismarck hotel, Chicago. They 





the subsequent war declarations by Civic Fiestas Big Dent of emergency so that if one producer appeared Wednesday night (10) in 


is stopped by bombing, work will} their customary leather breeches, 


other members of the Axis goon “ , v MK 
squad. This is pointed up by com- To UJ. S. Tourism, Talent “ piaaate i be shifted to another New Year’ S Eve Nitery | gay blouses and feathered hats of 
Ot. 
| 





parisons with last year’s grosses at their native land, played and sang 





this same time—with mid-December, : go ~ipny a é Discussions to this effect were re- Bi N y k N German songs and did their usual 
(Continued on page 6) San Francisco, Dec. 16, | portedly under way this week, with IZ in ew or OW | boisterous hofbrau dances. But 
spr chitnienireinnestanies The death Bnet of several huge | exact details for interchangeability of Thursday night—the day of the 

sports and civic events that entail] studios to be speedily mapped out. A Big Question wai (Continued on page 61) 











the congregation of huge masses of General idea is to assure minimum 
people has evidently been tolled for |curtailment of film production and | ; oe 
the duration. On the west coast it’s | ay nipitor servicing. # New Year’s Eve nitery trade is a 
. safety measure rec ommended by | Technical problems of sequence in | big question mark right now. Wish- ACTS T0 PLUG. 
1e U. S. Army; elsewhere it s solely | making pictures, so as to insure ful thinking has it that a little more 
ne the purpose of conserving pub- | completion of films in event of loss naval success in the Pacific will put 
lic energy. oe Ts a of life during production of any im- the year-end revelers in a muper- 
On the Coast, the N w Yea Day portant screen personalities, yet re dooper mood ea revelry, but «nt 
—— Rose Bowl football game (90,000 ca-|. 0; , . be considered the moment the cancellations that} 


main t 





: !pacity) and its attendant Tournament | le followed the Nipponese nipups can 
Minneapolis, Dec. 16. of Roses in Pasadena have been can- ; | only be offset by a sudden ru: h | semmeepeneny 
Dr. Alexander G. Dumas, local celled Likewise called off, by order | ] of la t-minute bu ine s. That’s what 
psychiatrist, prescribes pix, among (Continued on page 62) Forced Blackout the cafes and hotels hope will hap- National campaign to enlist the aid 
éther things, for persons with ‘war | pie | pen, and probably will because of | Of all show business in promoting the 


memnd Press and radio commen- sale of defense bonds and stamps will 


ators here quoted him to the effect Anti- Aircraft Gun Atop Hollywood, Dec. 16. (Continued on page 61) | get under way Friday (19) With a 


that the public should attend films, | Cowboy actors are proving faster - -- | meeting at the Lambs Club in New 


especially comedies and musicals, B d P 9 mse ss rey York to be attended by heads of four 

ye ; oO the trigge Lnan many resiaents . } : 
gvolding melodramas and depressing | roa way aramount! on trig e] in . Bus , Coban Writes Addenda | performer unions They will be 
dramas.’ — in the Valley, when the order comes . . | asked to get their members to insert oe - 


He also advised participation in | New Yorkers rahieed their eyes on | for lights out. Result has been many 


sports, reading and shopping and | Monday (15) and recalled pictures of | riddled incandescents and mild forms 
against ‘remaining glued to the} London as an Army anti-aircraft bat- | 
radio. This particularly for ‘anx-| tery closed off Bryant Park—two| 
jous, nervous persons who have 4a! blocks from Times Square—and set | 


“ . ‘requests to buy bonds and stamps 
For Own WB Film Biog) 02) Shei. eoutines. 


Invited to Friday’s session have 
been James C. Petrillo, prez of 
American Federation of Musicians; 


of panic. Waddies made the rounds 
Although still under the doctor’s 
care, George M. Cohan electrified the | 


on the night of the first blackout, and 





tendency to over-react.’ |up its equipment. It’s complete with | those who didn’t comply with the Stasinad utat } t ddit _| Gerald Griffin, exec secretary of 

s - : : : c Jarners oO by writing additiona ‘ f thie ° r 

Dr. Dumas is attached to the) giant lights, guns and sentries. |shouted command to ‘put it out’! giajog for iia inn ‘ “oy all be the American Guild of Variety Artists; 

Veterans hospital in Minneapolis. It was reported that another unit * site lll aileaialie elie 5 alate Gialog 10F script hat will be Paul Dullzell, exec secretary of 
near ne mps crasn aiter a SNOlL; b Jraphical film of he tar life : . 

- — i might be placed atop the Paramount , grap , aah the sta oaat Equit and Lawrence Tibbett, prez 


| building, right on Times Square, o1 rang out. Dialog was written in long hand, | of American Guild of Variety Artists. 
R h \ ff’ Fy on the Times building on 43d street, It’s a hangover from the old days; which is Cohan’ s habit When it They will huddle with Jack Lear, 
ac maniho $ mgers | around the corner. Latter is said to| when playful cowhands shot out! reached Jack Warner, he had a p.a. for Music Corp. of America, who 
| be particularly wel! built for the | kerosene lamps just for the fun of it. | photostat made first for the studio,| has been acting since October as 
Burned i In n St. L. Accident |, purpose ‘This time it’s serious business. Warner retaining the original mss. | consultant to the Treasury Dept. on 
onmene : ee eee | promot ion of bond and stamp sales 
5 : , : : . | He pee serve as coarman of the 

iene | SHOW BIZ’S ROLE IN THE WAR [seins 
When Sergei Rachmaninoff acci- wired Sapiaed to the meeting were 
dentally burned two fingers on his ys , ' | signed by Vincent F. Callahan, chief 
right hand iast week he was forced Well, it’s the real thing now. And show | hours of labor. Others will build ships to | o¢ the radio and press sections of the 

to cancel a piano concert in Detroit. business, joining up with ev ery other Ameri- carry men, food and armaments overseas. | Defense Savings Staff. 


2 gently ead cher his New| oan ente rprise, is at war with the Axis powers. Every national resource from now until our 
. Arriving at his room in the Hotel | Nothing except victory is important. enemies surrender is behind the Army, Navy,| U’S VICHYSOISSE REWRITE 
Statler, Rachmaninoff followed his Ss Air Corps and their Commander-in-Chief, Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


usual practice of applying a skin Some industries, already on a war basis, will Universal’s ‘Paris Calling’ is go- 




















j , i » ‘ , . : : i j il rrite, 
ata smaiiaat Orie he he lighted fight it out with steel, rulber and aluminum. The theatre will fight, too. Not with the wg teow pepe tr ‘Viste "Peanae 
a cigaret a few minutes later, the| Lheir program is fairly well defined in terms | sword, but with ideas that will implement the | squawked over the way one French- 
gauze became ignited. of management, chemical formulas and man- (Continued on page 22) man was portrayed. 
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Hwood on the March with 350 From 


Studios in Armed 


Branches; Capra, 


Soon in Signal Corps 





Wyler, Huston 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Film industry, from the front office 
to the back lot, is putting on service | 
uniforms and marching in step with | 
Uncle Sam. Army, Navy and Marine 
rolls list biggies and smallies from | 
the picture studios, totaling 350 to | 
date and more to go. 

Among the producers in service | 
are Gene Markey and Eugene Zukor 
in the Navy, and Darryl F. Zanuck | 
splitting his time between Washing- | 
ton and the 20th-Fox lot. Garson 
Kanin, director, who did a stint in| 
uniform at Fort Monmouth, N. J., is | 
now in Washington on special mili- | 
tary duty. Frank Capra, William | 


— 


It’s No Date 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Press agent stunts, such 
electing queens and sweethearts 
of the regiment, are blacked out 
at Fort McArthur. Margaret 
Lindsay, chosen as the Draftees’ 
Ideal Date, has been notified that 
she’s being stood up. 

Similar plans to crash the pub- 
licity gate have been quashed 
until further orders by Lieut. 
David Bramson, publicity officer 
at the fort. 


as 








Wyler and John Huston, three out- 
standing film directors, will enter the | 
U. S. Army Signal Corps as soon as 
they have finished their current pic- 
tures. John Ford has been in the 
Navy for some time, and John Far- 
row is a lieutenant in the Canadian 
fleet. 

Among the actors, the more promi- 
nent enlistees or draftees are James 
Stewart, Robert Montgomery, Doug- 
las Fairbanks, Jr.. and Wayne Mor- 
ris. Harvey Haislip, Richard Mai- 
baum and Billy Wilder dropped from 
the scripter payrolls to go on Army 
pay. 

Heaviest call for service was at 

(Continved on page 63) 


PITTSBURGH TALENT 
INTO UNIFORMS FAST 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 

Enlistments, draft and calls for 
service have in last week put a seri- 
ous dent in show biz circles locally. 
First to go was Jack Logan, vet 
WJAS announcer. He enlisted in the | 
Navy and left town yesterday (15).| 
Another was Karl Krug, Jr., son of | 
Sun-Telegraph dramatic critic and/| 
formerly in publicity department of | 
Harris theatres. He joined up with! 
the Marines and pulled out Sunday. 

Jack Weisbrod, production man- 
ager of Pittsburgh Savoyards, has re- 
signed, effective Jan. 1, to report on 
the U.S.S. Prairie State, New York | 
city, for Naval Reserve Officers train- 
ing, and Joe Edwards, who has been | 
with Savoyards for several seasons, | 
pulls out at same time to join Cana- 
dian Royal Air Force. Playhouse | 
loses its stage manager, Morton! 
Reifer, to the army in a couple of 
weeks and technical staffs of local 
radio stations will be cut in half be-| 
fore first of year by calls to service. | 
Gifford Bixbee, Jr., of WCAE engi- | 














neering department, is already set to! 
gZ0. 





Masquers Unmask Their | 
Somewhat Dubious Flag 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. | 


} 


There’s a new flag flying over the 
Masquers Club after the actors’ or- 
ganization passed through one of its 
most embarrassing periods, At a 
Screen Actors Guild meeting, Ralph 
Block looked out of the window and 
gasped when he saw a flag with a blue 
spot against a field of white, which 
might easily have been mistaken for 
the Nippon banner. 

Phones buzzed and soon after Al- 


Martial Ring To 


Film Titles For 
B.0. Timeliness 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


It sounds like a symphony of cash 
registers, with all the studios ring- 
ing up war titles on stories old and 
new. Pictures in production are be- 
ing equipped with military uniforms 
and new yarns boom with explosive 
titles. 


First of the war crop to hustle 
into work is ‘Wake Island,’ designed 
by Paramount to take advantage of 
the gallant fight by the U. S. Ma- 
rines in the Pacific. The same lot 
is hurrying to launch ‘Torpedo Boat,’ 
almost ready to cruise the mar- 
quees. Republic hops off with 
‘Wings Over Alaska,’ dealing with 
the air corps in the far north. ‘Holi- 
day Inn,” the Irving Berlin musical 
at 20th-Fox, is being revised to in- 
corporate songs about the U. S. 
Navy. 

To keep in step with the martial 
idea, old titles are getting a mili- 
tary facelift. ‘Message From Main 
Street’ at Metro swung into line 
as ‘Main Street On the March.’ 
Paramount’s gentle title, ‘Midnight 
Angel,’ comes out of the exchange 
mill as ‘Pacific Blackout.’ Prob- 
lem child on the Culver City lot is 
‘I'll Take Manila,’ which started out 
with no naval significance and sud- 
denly found itself in the middle of 
the world’s hottest war zone. Title 
writers are huddling to invent a 





| name that doesn’t sound so much 


like Jap propaganda. 


On the peaceful side, Paramount 
is hunting a new title for ‘Malaya,’ 


(Continued on page 15) 


That’s the Spirit 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Offer to donate her private 
Stinson plane and her services 
as a pilot to the Army was made 
by Mrs. Martin Gang, wife of 


‘Daily Variety's’ attorney. Mrs. 
Gang not only holds a pilot's 
license but is a mechanic, Her 


idéa is to fly the ship for the 
transport of officers on duty. 

She also wants to be 
instructor, 


an 








Fox, Wisc. Theatres 
Find World Affairs 
Lecturers Big B.0. 


Milwaukee, Dec. 16. 


After watching various forums 
and civie organizations pack ’em in 
with lectures by men and women 
in the news, the Fox Wisconsin 
theatre group is branching out into 
the same line of endeavor and al- 
ready has booked five attractions 
for its experiment to be styled “The 
World Today’ and to start early in 
February. 

Execs believe that a news-con- 

scious public demands more than 
newsreels can give them and more 
than entertainment in its theatres 
in the accustomed sense. They aver 
proof of this is found in the fact 
that, while theatres are sparsely 
peopled, the largest lecture halls 
are crowded to capacity by a pub- 
lic avidly seeking information on 
world affairs from people supposed 
to know the inside story of what 
is taking place in the world today. 
And the listeners pay fancy prices 
for admission. 
Now booked for the new depart- 
ure in three key Milwaukee nabes 
and 17 Wisconsin and upper Michi- 
gan theatres are Jan Valtin, author 
of ‘Out of the Night’; Dr. Otto 
Strasser, an exile and leader of the 
‘Free German’ movement against 
Nazism; T. R. Ybarra, foreign cor- 
respondent, writer and NBC com- 
mentator; Cy Caldwell, a former 
RAF pilot, and Elissa Landi, actress, 
authoress and playwright. 

Under the plan worked out by 
Fox execs, one night a week for 

(Continued on page 63) 


Theatres Unharmed In 
Bombing of Honolulu 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Air attack on Honolulu caused no 
damage to film theatres operated 
there, according to a cable received 
here by Louis Rosen, whose son, 
Herman, operates the Royal Amus. 
Co., consisting of six Hawaiian thea- 
tres, jointly with Harry Hartman. 
Circuit is affiliated with 15 other 
houses in various parts of the islands. 














Honolulu theatres are closed at} 
night but continue to operate on a| 





grind policy from early morning to 


an hour before sundown. 





























lan Mowbray called back to say 
“Look now.’ Masquers’ flag had been 
hauled down and Old Glory fluttered 
proudly in the breeze, 





Calling Capt. Prinz 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

LeRoy Prinz is under orders from 
Washington to take his physical ex- 
amination and make application for 
a captain’s commission. 

Prinz was a flight lieutenant in the 
last war and wounded in action. He 
is 45. 





IOWA’S 1ST WAR WIDOW 
Des Moines, Dec. 16, 
Mrs. Ida Greene, for nine years | 
secretary to S. J. Mayer, manager of | 
the 20th Century-Fox exchange here, 
may be the first Iowa war widow of | 
the present American-Japanese war. 
Her husband, Lieut. J. Sherman 
Greene, 33, was a victim of the bomb 
attack on Hickam field, Hawaii, last 
week (7). 
Lieut. Greene was graduated from 
the University of Iowa in 1934, | 








Universal Pictures 








ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


_‘Abbott and Costello have a field day—their routines are par- 
ticularly effective for sustained laughs.’ 


' Currently on National Release 
in ‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 











—Variety’. 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management o.: EDWARD SHERMAN 


Inevitably, the War Songs 





Fast in the Writing Mills—Present-Day Pop Crop 
Versus World War I 





String of ‘Pearls’ 





One theme emanating from 
the war that has caused a 
scramble among songwriters and 
publishers is the Jap sneak at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. Three of 
them has already been either 
published or announced for pub- 
lication, while there’s a fourth 
version about to be put out on 
the west coast. 

Mills Music, Inc., which was 
the first to register the title, 
‘We'll Always Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ with the Music Publish- 
ers Protective Association, has 
already received clearance for 
the tune from NBC. Sammy 
Kaye is also publishing a song 
of the same title and Joe How- 
ard is calling his, ‘Remember 
Pearl Harbor.’ 


Sift English 
War Songs for 
America Now 


————— 








Phonograph record companies last 
week started to reappraise some of 
the war songs which have come out 
of England during the past year with 
a view to determining whether any 
of them has an element of appeal for 
American disc buyers. Prior to this 
the record companies have refrained 
from waxing any songs that even 
might be interpreted as voicing war 
sentiments. 

Another direction that the disc 
firms’ search for material has taken 
was indicated by the request of a 
couple of recording managers among 
publishers last week for cheer-up 
songs. One pub was asked to go 
over his old catalogs and make up 
for submission a list of ‘smile’ 
ditties. Cited as examples were ‘A 
Smile Will Go a Long Way,’ ‘Smiles’ 
and ‘Smile, Darn Ya, Smile.’ Theory 
involved in this hunt is that Ameri- 
cans, engulfed in the grim business 
of war, will tend toward the more 
cheering facets of diversion. 





NO L.A. PREEM FOR 
‘DUMBO’ POLICE ORDER | 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. | 

‘Dumbo,’ the Walt Disney cartoon | 
feature, goes into release without a 
Hollywood premiere, originally 
slated for the Carthay Circle, Dec. 
19. Picture starts on the appointed 


date without flashlights or search-| 
lights. 


Police told Disney and RKO execs | 


that street crowds 
conditions are a national hazard. 





‘STRICTLY ESCAPIST’ 





Fast Rewrite on ‘Cuckoos’ Eschews | 


All War Dialog 





under present | the 


Opening week of America’s entry 
into the war proved a hectic one for 
the music publishing business in that 
writers kept rushing into publishers’ 
offices with songs inspired by the 
event. The effort so far hasn’t shown 
up Tin Pan Alley at its best, al- 
though there are among the stack of 
manuscripts a couple that the trade 
thinks have some possibility of 
tickling the popular fancy. Only one 
that has so far got attention on the 
networks is ‘We Did It Before and 
We Can Do It Again’ (Witmark). 
Eddie Cantor included it in hig 
Bristol-Myers show last Wednesday 
night (10) and Dinah Shore gave it 
a play in her Sunday evening (14) 
quarter-hour for the same account. 

Following are the titles of war 
ditties now in the Tin Pan Alley 
mill: 

‘We'll Always Remember Pearl 
Harbor’ (Mills). Joe Howard, indie 
pub, also has a ‘Pearl Harbor’ song, 
but Jack Mills has the MPPA priority 
registration. 

‘Let’s Put the Axe to the Axis’ 
(Famous). 

‘The Sun Will Soon Be Setting for 
the Land of the Rising Sun’ (Berlin), 

‘We're Going to Find a Fellow Who 
Is Yellow and Beat Him Red, White 
and Blue’ (Bregman, Vocco & Conn), 

‘We've Got To Do a Job On the 
Japs, Baby’ (B-V-C). 

‘They’re Gonna Be Playin’ Taps 
on the Japs’ (Leeds). 

‘I’m Going to Give Taps to the 
Japs’ (Republic). 

*You’re a Sap, Mr. Jap’ (Mills). 

‘Put the Heat on Hitler, Muss Up 
Mussolini and Tie a Can to Japan’ 
(Marks). 

‘We'll Knock the Japs Right Into 
the Laps of The Nazis’ (Mills). 

‘The Japs Haven't Got a Ghost of 
a Chance’ (Remick), Re-edited from 

(Continued on page 18) 


Shana pet 


War Sidelights 


FFF 9 F946 4544464444 44464 


Loss caused by young clerks and 
receptionists enlisting or being called 
up for active service already is 
bringing a flock of new faces into 
film company New York offices. 





im- 
pa- 


an 
for 


World War has produced 
mediate increased demand 
triotic shorts. 





FBI agents this week confirmed 
that Tullio Carminati, Italian stage- 
screen actor, had been arresied and 
is being held as an enemy alien in 


Ellis Island, N. Y. 


Somber ‘Fun to Be Free’ 
Rally Grosses $25,000 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 
A somber tone was expressed at 
‘Fun to be Free’ presentation be- 
fore 9,000 natives in Convention Hall 
of the Municipal Auditorium 
Wednesday (10) and even the usual 
laugh-provoking anecdotes of Melvyn 
Douglas didn’t wow the customers. 
Show grossed an estimated $25,000 
with a profit of $10,000 registered. 














| Coming after the U. S. A. declared 
| war on the Japs, the customers ap- 
peared to be curiosity seekers rather 
|than out to be entertained. 

Brought here by the St. Louis 
| Chapter of the Fight for Freedom 
| Committee, the cast included Herbert 
|Agar, editor of the Louisville 
|Courier Journal; Humphrey Bogart, 
| Carole Landis, Linda Darnell, Carol 
| Bruce, Burgess Meredith, Phil Silvers 
and Mayo Methot. An up-to-the-min- 
ute finale was provided when thou- 
sands of tiny paper parachutes, bear- 
ing figures of parachutists, were re- 
\leased from the ceiling as mock 
bombs were exploded on the stage to 
the accompaniment of gunfire sounds. 

Hollywood, Dec. 16. Radio gabbers added to the de- 

Forecourt of the Egyptian theatre, PTeSSing scene by shouting news of 
formerly used to exhibit props of | the raid. 
film shows, has been opened as a 
recruiting station for the Army and 
Navy. 

Station is serviced by officers and 
men during hours off duty from) 
regular assignments in the Los An-| holidays. 

Beles harbor area. Chief aim is to; He returns to the Coast after New 
sign up film workers whose technical | Year’s to complete work on ‘Holiday 


Outbreak of war last week re- 
sulted in an all-night writing session 
to revise dialog in ‘Cuckoos on the 
Hearth,’ comedy at the Ambassador, 
N. Y. Participating in the revision 
session were producer Brock Pem- 
berton, director Antoinette Perry 
and co-author Parker W. Fennelly. 

New material went into the show 
last night (Tuesday). It eliminates 
all reference to war, making the play 
‘strictly escapist.’ 





Theatre Lobby Recruiting 








Berlin in N. Y. 
Irving Berlin, accompanied by his 
wife, trained into New York for the 





knowledge will be useful in wartime. | Inn’ on the Paramount lot. 
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‘Arsenic’ and Those Japs 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 

Nixon audience at ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ one night last week got 
a shock when character in play, who thinks he’s Teddy Roosevelt, 
turned to fellow-actor and said: ‘Turn your guns to the west, that’s 
where the trouble is coming from—Japan.’ Lot of people thought line 
had just been inserted in comedy, unaware that it’s been in the script 
for a year, and later in show, when reference is made to ‘those yellow 
devils,’ pall seemed to fall al) over house. 

At suggestion of couple of local newspapermen, Herman Bernstein, 
company manager of touring ‘Arsenic,’ phoned Russel Crouse and 
Howard Lindsay, producers, in New York about advisability of elimi- 
nating those lines, but Crouse and Lindsay vetoed the idea, claiming 
that lines are essential to character, T.R. always having been known 
to distrust Japs. 

However, one line was dropped from the hit comedy following 
declaration of war. It was the ingenue’s crack that ‘even Roosevelt 
thinks he’s Roosevelt.’ Deemed in bad taste under present conditions, 
offending gag came out after opening performances here and was also 
dropped, it’s understood, in N.Y. production, 


Hollywood Need No Longer Pull Its 
Punches on Jap, Nazi or Italian Villains 























Hollywood, from here on, can get 
just as tough as it wants with Japan, 
Germany and Italy and will have 


Government sanction. Now it has 
neither to worry about loss of its 
markets by films offensive to Axis 
countries, nor be held down by State 
Department policy that, technically 
at least, Japan, Germany and Italy 
were friendly nations. 

Although for the past three years, 
Hollywood and the State Department 
have shown little tendency to treat 
the Nazis with kid gloves, there has 
been a definite policy against offend- 
ing Japs. Italy has come in for little 
celluloid abuse principally because 
most Americans feel the country is 
not so evil as misled, and there’s lit- 
tle hatred here of the Italian people. 

Whether there is assudden outburst 
in Hollywood of films banging the 
enemy is problematical. There has 
been a tendency to insert references 
in pictures and there have been a 
few B war subjects announced, but 
it is doubtful if there will be many 

(Continued on page 62) 


Helen Hayes’ Play Now 


Yea, Verily 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
‘We Would Rather Serve Japs 
Than Americans’ is the sign on a 
shop in the Valley. 
Establishment is a 
parlor. 


TREASURY ASKS 
JACK BENNY’S 
AID? 





funeral 








Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Jack Benny may go on a tour of 
key towns with a troupe of radio 
personalities for two or _ three 
months to drum up sales of U. S. 
defense bonds and stamps. Under- 
stood that the Treasury Department 

has asked him to make the trip. 
Warner Bros. is willing to set back 








Takes Off Its Wraps 
On the Nazis’ Villainy 


Immediately after Germany 
clared war on the U. S., 


de- 
the finale of 


‘Candle in the Wind,’ wecdtige 4 sl 
derson drama at the Shubert. 
was revised. Originally it sid a 


German officer in charge of a French 
internment prison, taking up the pass- 
port of an American girl, played by 
Helen Hayes. 
and she replied that Berlin would 
not like that. 

Now, with the war on, 
is placed under arrest, 


the heroine 
officer say- 


ing: ‘We take our prisoners one by 
one as we do other countries: yours 
will be next,’ with the girl counter- 
ing with: ‘We'll be rea ly.’ 

Noticed last week that some lines 
Which were formerly casually re- | 
ceived, now create striking audience 
reaction, believed to be due to a re- | 


kindled patriotic fervor. 


Disney Turns Over Studio 
Bldg. to Army Detachment 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 





Walt Disney's studio in Burbank} 


became an Army cantonment over 
the weekend. Troops are occupying 
the two-story animation building. 
Offer of the quarters to the Army by 
Disney was accepted and the soldiers | 
moved in from nearby Griffith Park. 
How long they’ll stay or other data 
on the detachment is being withheld. 
Outfit set up its own kitchen on the 
lot and armed sentries are posted at 
all entrances. 


Likely that other detachments will | 


be quartered there after this outfit | 
gets its moving orders. 


Nazi threatens arrest | 


the start of Benny’s scheduled pic- 
|ture so that he can keep the tour 
| going through March. 
| que 
(Tuesday ) 


At press time yesterday 


jthe Young & Rubicam agency, 
which pilots Benny’s program, had 


not heard of the proposal. 





| 


-| Berlin Slaps the Japs 
| In His ‘Any Bonds’ Song 





Holly uel: Dec. 


Irving Berlin added a verse . as) 


| song, ‘Any Bonds Today,’ before he 
left for New York. Added 
| dea ling with Japan, were introduced 
|by Bing Crosby on his airshow. 
| are: 

Bonds the planes 

And bonds for the tanks 

And bonds for the ships, 

Meaning ‘Here come the Yanks.’ 

Bonds for the guns 

And the shot and the shell 

And bonds to avenge 

The heroes who fell 

They died in the night 

With no chance to fight, 

But wait ’til the final text— 

We'll wipe Mr. Jap 

From the face of the map, 

And Germany has to be next. 


20th Location Unit Safe 


jor 








camera crew that landed in Honolulu 
| to shoot backgrounds for the 20th- 
Fox picture, ‘To the Shores of 
Tripoli, three days before’ the 
Japanese attack. 

Crew, which consists of Virgil 
Hart, Ernest Joyner, Harry Jackson, 
Alfred Cline and J. J. Stout, are 
safe in Honoluiu, according to a 
‘cable to the studio. 








| ever, 
lines, 


They | 
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NIGHT WORK OUT 
AT FILM oT UDI: 


Producers Assn. Led by Y. 
Frank Freeman In Adopt- 
ing Day Schedule—Plants 
Camouflaged and Readied 
For Any Eventuality 





NAME DEFENSE BODY 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Film industry promptly responded 
to the war emergency and shifted to 
an all-daylight schedule for its 30,000 
workers. To avoid any chance of 
violating blackout regulations and 
prevent traffic congestion which 
might impede national defense op- 
erations, Motion Picture Producers 
Association adopted a working day 
starting at 8 a.m. and closing at 5 
p.m. 

Y. Frank Freeman, president of the 
association, called a meeting to 
adopt the daylight ruling affecting 
‘all personnel, including actors, ex- 
ecutives, glirectors, writers, office 
workers and all others employed at 
the studios.’ Idea is to enable all 
workers to travel to and from their 
work between sunrise and sunset. 

New schedule, which went into 
effect yesterday (Mon.), eliminates 
all night filming. Night scenes de- 
manded by the scripts will be shot 
indoors during the daytime. Mean- 
while the writers are revising stories 
which call for outdoor scenes at 
night. Darryl F. Zanuck ordered all 
producers and scribes to cut out all 
after-sundown exterior location shots 
for the duration of the emergency. 
Other studios are following the same 
system. 

War's first impact, arriving with 
the first blackout, found the film in- 

(Continued on page 18) 
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WAR COOLS OFF 


Quick Mobilization of All Talent 
And Theatrical Press Forces 
For An All-Out Aid to Our Gov't 


Those Three Again 





a 


Performers, publicity men, home 
office clerks, workers in all branches 
of show business, both men and 
women, were offering their services 
this week to contribute to the na- 
Clayton, Jackson and Durante tion’s war effort. Among steps taken 
may be reorganized to propagate or about to be taken are: 
belly laughs in Army training 1, Some 900 actors, stagehands, 
camps. electricians, producers and _ other 

The Schnoz and his biz man- workers in legit met Monday (15) to 
ager, Lou Clayton, left for Chi- organize the American Theatre Wing 
cago to talk over the idea with War Service and immediately 
the third member of the old | pledged $75,000 of the $100,000 being 
trio, Eddie Jackson. sought to get started. 

2. About 1,000 women employees 
in the New York offices of film com- 
panies met Monday (15) and organ- 
ized a motion picture unit of the 
American Women’s Voluntary Serv- 
ices Association. They will take 
courses in air raid precaution work, 
first aid, nutrition, fire fighting and 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Old night club combination of 








PIX COIN FOR 





AN ACTOR 


Cancellation of last Wednesday | 
night’s (10) ‘Meet Mr. Meek’ pro- 
Zram because of a CBS news rouna- | 
up was the occasion of an elaborate 
practical joke on Alan Reed by 
other members of the cast. Incident 
convulsed the studio audience for 
the show. | 

Because the spectators had already | 

gathered at the CBS Playhouse No. 2 | 
for the program, it was decided a 
| 


give a studio show, even though 
there would be no broadcast. How- 
others in the ‘Meek’ troupe! 
schemed to pull a gag on Reed who} 
had to arrive at the last minute be- 
cause of rehearsals for the Fred Al- 


| len show the same Bynes Therefore 
everyone agreed not to tell the actor 
(Continued on pag e 61) 


| 
| 


Equity has made a prompt ruling, 
covering abrupt closing of legit | 
shows because of air raids or black- | 





| nightly 





outs. If shows stop because of such 

‘ war conditions, no notice is neces- | 

Hollywood, Dec. 16. |sary and managers are not liable} 

All’s well with James Havens,/for salary for cancelled perform- | 
director, and five members of the|ances. Ruling was made after word 


received from tne Coast that 
blackouts were forcing the 
shuttering of shows in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. Stagehands and | 
musicians are reported acting simi- | 
larly in respect to managerial lia- 
bility. 

It was pointed out that there is 


was 


| It is expected that ‘The Wookey’ 
| have 


|in ‘Sunny River,’ 


play of yarn based on the 





provision in standard Equity con- 
tracts covering such 


conditions | 


N.Y. LEGIT 


Anxiously hunting a couple weeks 
ago for possible legit plays in which 
to invest coin, film companies dur- 
ing the past week have changed 
their minds. With Broadway legit 





| biz and picture grosses throughout 


the country way off, studios are wait- 
ing to appraise events before risk- 
ing their happy cabbage. 

Several deals now pending are be- 
ing held up because of the new sit- 
uation. Manner in which one film- 
legit deal has been affected by the 
war is seen in ‘The Wookey,’ which 
is backed by Metro. Studio obviously 
figured the play as a great bet for 
pictures, as evidenced by the heavy 
advance royalty it handed author 
Frederick Brennan. 

At this point, however, it no longer 
seems so hot for Hollywood treat- 
ment. It concerns the reaction of a 
Cockney tugboat captain to air raids. 
And British air raids seem to have 
taken second place in American 
minds to the possibility of similar 
occurrences on this side of the water. 
will 
and 
after 


however, 
years 


historical value, 
will be powerful some 
the fighting’s over. 

Latest reported 
Hollywood in a Broadway 
tion is $5,000 Metro 


investment of 


operetta 


Par’s “Wake Is. iced 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Paramount is adapting ‘Last Out- 
post,’ made in 1935, for picture to be 
titled ‘Wake Island.’ 
W. R. Burnett is doing the screen- 
fense of American Marines against 


Jap invaders 


Equity Removes Liabi lity From Shows 
Closed By Air Raids and Blackouts 


ee <= 


which arose when Japanese bombers 
were reported over Frisco. As black- 
outs were ordered and people ad- 











produc- | 
is said to have | 
Max Gordon’s new | 


gallant de- ||| 


vised to keep off the streets, situation | 


was ruled to be ‘an act of God,’ 
which provision also takes in that of | 
a public enemy. 





NEWSHAWKS WINGED 
Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Studio privileges were denied 11 
foreign mewspaper and magazine 
correspondents it the 20th-Fox 
studio to avoid possible espionage. 
Press cards were cancelled on five 
Japs, two East Indians, one German 
and two Spaniards, 


7 VARIE TY 


other war activities. 

3. Motion Picture Emergency De- 
fense Conference will be organized 
Friday (19) at a meeting at the Hotel 
Piccadilly, New York, called by the 
Screen Publicisis Guild of New 
York. Garsen Kanin will speak and 
plans will be made to enlist various 
film organizations for war service. 
Invitations have gone to industry 

(Continued on page 27) 





Equity Warns Actors 
On Violating Contracts 
By Enlisting in Army 





Rush to enlist in the army and 
navy with the sudden advent of war 
brought inquiries to Equity whether 


actors’ contracts can be terminated 
thereby. Equity declared that con- 
tracts must not be violated. No 


actor can leave a cast until the ex- 
piration of two weeks’ notice and 
those with run-of-the-play contracts 
must await the closing of the show, 
(Continued on page 61) 








Trade Mark Registered 
|| FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
Published Weekly by VARIETY, 


Sid Silverman, President 


Inc. 


i| 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥ 


8U BSC ‘RIP TION 











ence 








PAILY VARIETY 
(Published in Hollywood by 
Daily Variety, Ltd.) 


! 
| 
|| Annual iabana $10 Foreign. eee $11 
] Single ¢ oples.... si dn aele be corre 26 ( ents | 
| Vol. 145 Sepie No. 2 
| smnnementinaiaiaiitaesiimtlieds 
| INDEX 
PROT LOR rey 
Hf Chatter... +rcecnnesosscare 61 | 
| Concert-Opera ....sccccecss 48 | 
> EPAOMATION <a... 000 bencdenan 15 
ilm Booking Chart 16 
F Revit cia en ove 
Forum . veedtaes 63 OI 
House Reviev Pr one 20 
Inside—Musi« ‘eccnehe Oe 
Inside—Orchestras ......... 50 
1 Inside—Radio .........se06. 45 
\ eg Va ae ae ae 18 
SSG cahinke bimwe kare wend 22 
| a a re 
| pee eee a 
! Mew AMD. ck aan OES 
} Night Club Reviews. s:s.-.- 80 | 
| NES 455i yn) ctbnneas .. 63 | 
| Orchestras ...ccccsseccsvers 49 
| POEs ioc sep ebande ose veer 4 | 
| NGI cobb or os evenccwertasnes 35 
| Radio Reviews... 60. .ccsecese 44 
|} Showmanship Survey. rcbees av 
(2 Se ee 57 
Vaudeville ..vcicccccosseoss 55 
| 
it 
| 


$19 a year—$12 foreign 

















—— 














a een ~ 





ang Rte at Ae NS GIS POS 





4 PICTURES 


Wednesday, December 17, 1941 





Film Shipments to Aussie, N.Z., 
Loom Via African Cape; Status 





Problem of getting film shipments 
and mail to the South Pacific gave 
foreign managers a new headache 
when they huddled last Thursday 


(11) at the Hays office. Although still 
indefinite, it is believed that Amer- 
ican picture supplies will be shipped 
via Cape of Good Hope, southern | 
tip of South Africa, for the time be- 
ing or until a system of convoying 
merchant ships is installed on the 
direct route to Australia and else- 
where in the South Pacific. 
Because of the long time required 
to ship this roundabout route, film 
company foreign chiefs were anxious 
to get started on the new transpor- 
tation alignment so there would be no 
delay on picture releases, especially 
in Australia and New Zealand. 
They're resigned to the heavy cur- 
tailment of the Far Eastern market. 


It appeared likely to foreign man- 
agers that the expected improved 
frozen coin deal with New Zealand 
might .not be forthcoming because 
that country now also is at war with 
Japan. With the conflict now at its 
doorstep, tendency to keep all the 
dollar exchange at home might pre- 
vent a favorable money agreement. 
Same situation applies now to Aus- 
tralia, but it remains to be seen how 
actively the war will be waged 
against both. 

Japan and Far Eastern managers 
for American film companies are 
another problem. Nearly every major 
distributor has a Far Eastern sales 
ehief marooned in Tokyo, Shanghai, 
Singapore or elsewhere in the 
Orient, besides managers for the 
Philippines, all of whom have been 
trapped by the sudden outbreak of 
the war between the U. S. and Japan. 
Internment of managers in Japan 
and Jap-held territory also looms. 

Ambassador Grew warned all 
Americans, including the film colony 
representatives, to quit Japan two 
weeks before the declaration of war, 
but Far Eastern sales chiefs con- 
tinued to remain. 





SELF-CAST 


W’s Talent Scout Finds He May Be 
Just the Type 








One of those press-agent-like yarns 
of the talent scout hunting all over | 
New York for a certain type but to | 
be discovered as the perfect guy for 
a role himself came true last week. 
Only it is not certain yet that he will 
be selected for the part or that he'll 
take it if he is. 

Talent-booner is Larney Goodkind 
of Universal. He was searching for 
a performer for ‘Saboteur,’ which Al- 
fred Hitcheock is making for the 
studio. Suddenly Hitchcock decided 
that Goodkind, formerly an actor, | 
was just the type he wanted and in- | 


sisted on a screen test being made. | 
Hitchcock hasn’t determined yet 


} 





whether he will actually use Good- | 


kind for the part and Goodkind 
doesn’t know whether he would take 
it. He combines the duties of New 
York story editor with that of talent 
scout for Universal. 





Fresh Picture Coin 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Lester Cutler, representing eastern 
coin, acquired film and radio pro- 
duction rights to Fulton Oursler’s 
detective stories based on the char- 
acter of ‘Thatcher Colt.’ First of the 
series is ‘The Creeps.’ 

Negotiations are going on for a 
release outlet and studio space. Sid- 
mey Blackmer and Lionel Atwill are 
under consideration to play the de- 
tective role, 





Krick’s Weather Cues 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


Irving Krick, meteorologist at the case wou 
California Institute of Technology, is! fore the 
now the sole source of picture com-| 


weather 
forecast 


panies for 
Government 


reports. 
service 


e@autions. 


Of U.S. Reps in Orient Doubtful 


inte * 





NEWSREELS ALL SET 


IN CASE OF AIR RAIDS 


Newsreel plants in Ney’ York City 
probably will be among the first in 
show business to regularly employ 
spotters during air raid alarms, The 
five newsreels already are making 
arrangements for immediate installa- 
tion of such setup, patterned after 


the system of spotters employed on 
roof-tops in London. Experience 
there during the last twe years 
proved such arrangement invaluable 
because it permitted business houses 
and factories to continue work until 
it became evident that a bombing 
attack was headed their way. 





I 





tors and lab workers to continue on 
the job until an actual raid was 
headed for N. Y. Air raid alarms, as 
in London, would be sounded as soon 
as enemy planes are sighted miles 
away, with spotters tipping off work- 
ers when actual danger seemed 
eminent. 


Most newsreel outfits would install 
a system of alarms so that workers 
could immediately quit their quar- 
ters and head for the nearest air 
raid shelter. Newsreel organizations 
with laboratories in the same build- 
ing or immediately adjacent would 
evacuate to outside spots because of 
danger from inflammable material 
inside such structures, 


Legits Going Through 
With Test Blackouts 


Undaunted by police nix of their 
plans for a trial blacking-out of 
legit houses on 45th street, N. Y., 
electrician and stagekands unions 
are making plans for a simultane- | 
ous practice darkening of lobbies, | 
marquees and upright signs on 
every theatre in the five boroughs 


Such a plan permits newsreel edi- | 











JEAN SABLON 


‘Sablon’s repertoire is surefire— 
the staid Persian Room resounded 
time and again with insistent re- 
quests for encores’—Abel, Variety. 


Exclusive Decca Recordings 


Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 








PLANE TRAVEL 





of New York. Plan, this time, will 
be submitted to Mayor LaGuardia | 
and Police Commissioner Valentine | 
before a date is set. 


Valentine stamped a wrathful 
cancellation on the scheme to black- | 
out the 10 houses on 45th street be- 
tween Sixth and Ninth avenues on | 
Saturday at 9 p.m. Officials of The- 
atrical Protective Union No. 1 had 
received approval from precinct po- 
lice heads, it is said, but not the 
Mayor’s and Commissioner’s office 








Lucky There, Warden | 


| 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Pat O’Brien, air raid warden, was | 
the first Hollywood star to break into 
the newsreels in a blackout. Actor 
was hosting a newspaper interviewer | 
,}and newsreel cameraman at dinner | 
in his home when the first alarm! 
broke, 


Pictures show the O’Brien house- 


hold in the blackout process, with 
curtains, candles and whatnot. 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Attorneys for Abbott and Costello 
have served notice on Standard 
Brands that a suit for damages will 
be instituted if any attempt is made 
to force them to continue on the 
Chase & Sanborn show, according to 
Eddie Sherman, manager of the 
comics. He said, however, that the 
ld first go to arbitration be- 

American Federation of 
| Radio Artists in N. Y. Sherman 








the | contends that Standard Brands, in 
as | 


been suspended due to military pre- 


Switching to Ken-Eckhardt Agency, 
is violating its contract with A. & C., 
which provides that only J. Walter 


Krick has been servicing studios | Thompson is to direct, write and pro- 
@n weather and cloud formations for | duce the show, with A. & C. agreeing 


Many years, 


‘to cooperate with that agency and 


REACHES NEV 


By GEORGE FROST 


With air travel reaching a new, 
all-time low, the picture at New 
York’s LaGuardia Field became de- 
cidedly uninteresting during the past 
week. 

Lois Andrews (Mrs. George) 
Jessel scurried back to Los Angeles 
so that she could catch up their baby 
and be off for Miami for the winter. 
Aboard the same American Airliner 
rode Mr. and Mrs. Robert Young, also 
bound for the end of the line. 


Just a few hours behind this west- 
bound party rode Kay Francis and 
Joan Bennett, heading homeward, 
and then Spyros and Charles Skouras, 
with John Healy, were Pacific shore- 
bound aboard United Air Line Main- 
liners. And, so far as local recorders 
noted, there concluded the air traf-| 
fic of screendom. No eastbound | 
trippers were caught. 

The era of cooperation has begun, 
with Pan-American Airways re- 
questing that the newspapers of the 
nation no longer cover departing 
Clipper -trippers although the trans- 
Atlantic service will continue to} 
operate between here and Europe. | 








| the proviso that, from time to time,| Eavesdropped at CBS: 
for ‘obvious reasons’ certain pas- 
sengers will be ‘overlooked.’ 

The newspapers ot New York 


bowed to the PAA terms but, in turn, | 


staff men to supplement the news| 


services covering the port, so im-| 
portant has the printable news of the” 
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Hollywood, Dee. 16. 

Soon as my picture, ‘A Gentleman at Heart,’ was completed, took a 
vacation to Palm Springs. Ah! No more grease paint, no dialog to study, 
10 closeups—no salary. 

Checked into a beautiful hotel and the place is quite swanky. So much 
s0, they only hire bellhops with upturned noses, 

My mother was really the hit of the place. 
with a mink sun umbrella. 

One fellow kept digging the earth up on the golf course trying to hit 
the ball. Was I embarrassed when the caddy made me shovel it back. 

Ran into my director, Ray McCarey, on the golf links and he shouted, 
You here, Berle? I thought I left you on the cutting room floor?’ 


Broadway Department 


Things are getting to be pretty tough on Broadway for girls who want 
to become burlesque strippers. They can’t get a job unless they've first 
written a successful book. 

Jay C. Flippen wires that he met an actor who had a heart-breaking 
love affair and was so lazy the torch carried him. 

One of Lindy’s herrings has been gambling lately and lost so much he 
tried to get another herring to advance him a fin. 

Jack Zero has invented a pair of braces that straighten your teeth and 
hold up your trousers at the same time. 

Harolq Conrad writes me that Peggy Hopkins Joyce wants to marry 
somebody quickly—so she can give him a divorce for Christmas. 

Paul Small says he met a gagwriter who was far ahead of his time— 
and way back on his rent. 

This year the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce is awarding an ‘Oscar’ 
to a fellow who found a parking space three days in succession, 


Holly woediana 


She sat out at the pool 


Flash! Three Hollywood wolves were ordered off the streets during 
the blackout. Seems the glint in their eyes threw a beam for a hundred 
feet. 


There’s a new kind of theatre that opened in Hollywood with several 
innovations. It shows no pictures at all. All it does is to give away 
cars, money and sell candy in the lobby. 

Phil Silvers says he’s played so many benefits since he’s been in Holly- 
wood, he has chicken a la king nightmares. 

Dorothy Lamour has played in so many South Sea pictures her studio 
is printing her dialogue on Hula girls. 

Overheard two shoplifters talking in front of a department store. 
kept urging the other to do his Christmas ‘copping’ early. 


Music Department 


One of Tin Pan Alley’s music companies has so many ‘Golden Bantam’ 
tunes in its catalog it keeps them filed away in a corncrib. 

Got the shock of my life the other day when I met a songwriter who 
hadn't written a patriotic tune to date. 

Radio Department 

My first Ballantine show over NBC was a colorful affair. 
was blue, I was in the pink and my sponsor saw red. 

Was presented with a radio the other day that was so small, whenever 
I listen to Jack Benny all I can get is his toupee. 

Understand that Jerry Colonna turned down a fortune from the Fuller 


Brush people who wanted to put out a brush in the form of Colonna’s 
hirsute adornment. 


One 


The network 


There’s No Truth to the Rumer: 


That Tommy Manville’s wedding certificates are a combination license 
and railway ticket to Reno....That ‘Cholly’ Knickerbocker gets all his 
exclusive society gossip from Joe Frisco....That Lois DeFee uses two 
midgets for bookends....That Marlene Dietrich will play Mickey Rooney's 
girl friend in the Andy Hardy series....That you can get a complete 
dinner at Ciro’s for $20. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Salvatore Dali Painting: Art-burn . . . Wrestler: Actor in trunks... 

A Crosby Horse: The Body Glue-tiful. 
Observation Department 

There’s a barbershop in Hollywood that is making a fortune by featur- 
ing an Indian barber. He gives you a haircut with an electric tomahawk. 

Saw Billy the Midget get a ticket on Vine street during the big rain 
we had this week. He passed a light with his surfboard. 

Went Christmas shopping the other day in an unusual department 
store. Not one floorwalker in the place had a gardenia in his lapel. 

Eavesdropped at NBC: ‘The rubber in his checks sent him away for a 


|Clipper arrivals will be covered with | long stretch.’ 


‘Her face looked as if it had been re-treaded 
recently.’ 

Eavesdropped at MBS: ‘The only checks he picks up are his Social 
Security.’ 


My brother (the one with the dull shoulder blades) has discovered a 


|the various papers are assigning | SUC way not to lose his money on the races—he bets with mine. 


Whatever Became of 


The Gosman Sisters 
The Darling Twins 


9 





Minor & Brown 
Johnson, Baker & Johnson 





A. &C. Warn Standard Brands They ll 
Sue if Sponsor Insists on Holding Em’ 


Airport-on-the-Parkway become. | Bostock’s Riders 


Randall, Clark & Donn 


Lone link of the week with the | Afterpiece 


other side came Monday (15), when) 
Henry J. Taylor, correspondent for| tuxedo, you yearn for a set of tails. 
the North American Newspaper Alli-| Tarzan? 


When you've got a cutaway, you long for a tuxedo. 


When you've got a 
Doesn’t anyone want to dress like 





j}ance, arrived aboard the Atlantic . 
Oscars Due Feb. 26 


|Clipper from 72-days of travel in 
| Finland, Germany and Spain. 
Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Walter Wanger has been named 
chairman of the awards committee 
which handles all arrangements of 
the Academy banquet. 

Next year’s Oscars handout is set 
for Feb. 26. 
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L. A. to N. Y. 


Gene Adair. 

John Alexander. 
Irving Berlin. 
Norman Blackburn. 
George Dembow. 
Homer Fickett. 
Thornton Freeland. 
Josephine Hull. 
Will H. Hays. 
Katherine Hepburn. 
Alexander Korda. 
Frank Loesser. 
Ray Middleton. 
John Rogers. 

Alma Ross. 

Jack Schiaifer. 
Stephen Slesinger. 
Bretaigne Windust. 
Sam Wood. 


its staff wri‘2rs and producer. Now 
that a different agency and a new 
set of writers and producer will be 
handling the show after Dec. 28, 
Sherman claims the contract has 
been voided. 

Sherman said he has notified 
Standard Brands that he is negotiat- 
ing with another sponsor, and that 
the comedy team won’t continue on 
Chase & Sanborn show under any 
circumstances. Another sore spot 
with the comedy team is the granting | 
of program control to Edgar Bergen, 
with whom they have long been 
tiffing. Sherman is said to have 
three or four deals cooking, any one 
of which will pay A. & C. three times 
as much as they're getting on the 
| coffee show. 











Durante a Film Star 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

New roster at Warners gives 
Jimmy Durante star billing, follow- 
ing the release of his latest picture, 
“You're in the Army Now.’ 

Revised contract list shows 15 as- 
sociate producers, 49 writers, 16 di- 
rectors and five dialog directors. 

Warners is re-teaming Jimmy 
Durante and Phil Silvers in another 
picture, as a result of their work in 
‘Army Now.’ 

New film, still untitled, is about 
spy chasing. 


mm oe 2. A, 


Joan Bennett. 

A. M. Botsford. 

Kay Francis. 

Jack Healy. 

Lois Andrews Jessel. 
Morris Kinsler. 
Jeffrey Lynn, 

Arch Oboler. 
Bernard L. Scheubert. 
Charles Skouras. 
Spyros Skouras. 

Mr, and Mrs. Robert Young. 
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Rathvon V.-P. of RKO in a General 
Exec Reorg: Kingsherg's Titles 


MILESTONE’S ‘PONY’ 
DEAL STALLS AT UA 


Deal which Lewis Milestone was 
trying to set with United Artists for 
the unit production and release of a 








First steps in exee reorganization 
of Radio-Keith-Orpheum and _ its 
aubsids to ‘streamline them and 
more closely fix responsibilities’ 
were announced yesterday (Tues- 
day) by prexy George J. Schaefer. 


Most important move was the nam- 
ing of N. Peter Rathvon to a vice- 





presidency in the parent company. film version of John Steinbeck’s 
Rathvon is a rep of the Floyd | ‘White Pony’ has gone cold. Pro- 
Odlum interests in RKO and has |ducer-director has dropped all pres- 


gradually been assuming more (ent idea of a deal with UA or any 
power. other company. 
Malcom Kingsberg, who is exec Steinbeck, who wrote his own 


v.-p. of Keith-Albee-Orpheum, prin- 
cipal theatre holding company in 
the RKO setup, will be elected prez 
of the other RKO thedtre companies, 
Schaefer stated. These include RKO 
Proctor Corp., RKO Midwest Corp., 
RKO Orpheum Corp. and RKO! 
Service Corp. 


Leon Goldberg, treasurer of the 
RKO theatre companies, has been 
elected treasurer of the parent com- 
pany and will serve as‘ treasurer of 
all subsids, including pie and the- 
atre companies, Schaefer said. He 
explained that this will centralize 
all financial operations under one 
head directly responsible to the 
president. 

Charles Koerner, who has been 
jn charge of theatre operation, will 
e elected a v.-p. of the theatre 
company and will continue to func- 
tion as g.m. under Kingsberg, said 
Schaefer 


adaptation, is remaining east for the 
present, but is doing nothing further 
about a film deal for the yarn. 
Burgess Meredith, who was to have 
played the lead, is already dickering 
for other assiggments. 


GOLDWYN'S 18%, 
DISTRIB TERMS 
VIA RKO 





Whether Samuel Goldwyn will 
continue to distribute through RKO 
after ‘Ball of Fire,’ will reportedly 
depend on the deal which the dis- 
work out, as well as 





Wobber to Frisco For 
Xmas But Returns To 
N.Y.; Kent’s Coast Trip 


tributor can 
Goldwyn’s plans. 

Understanding is the Goldwyn pro- 
ductions are currently distributed for 
fee of approximately 18% which | 
leaves RKO with coverage on neat | 
of its distribution costs. 





Herman Wobber, 20th-Fox gen-| ‘Special rate was given Goldwyn 
'on account of prestige angle also, 

eral sales manager, currently mak- | aoe he . . 
‘ : | but some within RKO are of opin- 
ing a tour of exchanges, plans to {ion that this factor does not weigh 


spend the Christmas holidays at his | as heavily as in the past since pic- 


home in San Francisco, but stated {tures must be sold in small blocks 
, , 7 and name productions can no longer 

emphatically, before leaving New P — = 
be used to sell less important films. 


York, that he was returning here to 








| 


| 
| 
| 
e| 


resume his duties after Jan. 1. In| Goldwyn, from well informed ac- 

response to reports that he would | counts, has the lowest cost distribu- 

turn over his post at 20th to Tom | tion deal given any independent pro- 

Connors, on his return from the | ducer by RKO. Walt Disney pic- 

Coast, Wobber declared that he had | tures, also given special considera- | 

not made up his mind about forsak- | tion, are on approximately 25% 

ing the east and that it was unlikely | basis. 

he would make any change for sev-| Should Goldwyn decide to retain 

eral months. RKO facilities, understanding is that 
Reports persist, however, that ; 50me increase in distribution cost 

Wobber will turn his post over to | will be required 

the general supervision of Connors | 

and return to San Francisco shortly 

after New Years COUNCIL ON WAR AT 
Leaving N. Y. Friday night (12), | 

Wobber will visit several exchange NEXT HAYS MEETING 

points, including Minneapolis. He 

will be in latter on Dec. 17 for the 

trial on the Minnesota full-time | Hays office directors will huddle 

selling law. on the foreign situation, gue es 
8. R. Kent, Tom Conners and A |as it is affected by the war, their 

Mi. Bo sford wu leave for the Co Sst | quarterly meeting aed for 

immediately after New Year’s for | Friday (19). 

studio huddles and probably Wob- | : .: ' 

ber will be there at the same time. | , heres cee me ™ ‘work that Hye Bg 

Making a quick trip to Hollywood a sss “"y a ee 

before Christmas, Botsford trained —e a 

out Friday (12), accompanied by } 


Morris. Kinzler, of the Kayton-Spero | i ee ip ' 
ad agency, handling the 20th-Fox ac- | Harry M. W arner Heads 
count, to discuss with Darryl F. 


Zanuck six campaigns on new pic- 
tures that have been been prepared 
in the east. They are due back east 
Monday (22). 


Ostrow Exits 20th 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


Lou Ostrow, who recently pro- 
duced the Roddy McDowall starrer, 
‘On the Sunny Side,’ checked off the 
20th-Fox lot to make other connec- 
tions, still unannounced. 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
M. Warner will head the 
Picture Committee on the 
1 Cross Drive here. 
Plans have been set for 
Oughn canvas of the industry, 


Harry 
Motion 
R: 





+. 


a thor- 





Hays’ ‘20th Anni Fete 


Film industry dinner to Wil! H. 
Hays, celebrating the 20th anniver- 
sary of his presidency of the MPPDA, 











During his eight months at the | Will be given under the auspices of 
Westwood studio as producer, Os- bw Association of Motion Picture 
trow turned out four pictures, in- | Advertisers, Inc. at the Waldorf- 
cluding ‘Small Town Deb,’ ‘We Go | Astoria, N. Y., on March 6. 

Fast’ and ‘Marry the Boss’ Daugh- | Leon Bamberger is chairman of the 
ter.’ l arrangen ents committee, 


Films’ Red Cross Drive 


DISNEY BANKS ON SANTA. 





POINTS TO XMAS 
JUVENILE TRADE 


In Process of Liquidating 
Some $6,000,000 in Nega- 
tive Costs 


oe ne 


‘DUMBO’ FOR B.O. 








Though in process of liquidating 
close to $6,000,000 in negative costs, 
and reportedly straightening out 
finances via the Bank of America 
on the Coast, Walt Disney studios 
have held batk ‘Dumbo’ from gen- 
eral release largely because of ad- 
ditional juve attendance expected 
during holiday season with higher 
percentage bookings and better play- 
ing time as objective. ‘Dumbo’ is 
scheduled for general release around 
Dec. 18 for two-week bookings aimed 
at both pre-holiday and Christmas 
trade. Production will be dualled 
with ‘All That Money Can Buy’ on 
the RKO circuit. 

Originally pencilled in for general 
release in October, ‘Dumbo’ was set 
back™by Roy Disney, despite heavy 
finances tied up in negative back- 
log and frozen foreign markets 
which caught Disney over-extended 
on features. 

Disney shorts, from accounts, 
chiefly responsible for maintaining 
the studio’s relatively liquid posi- 
tion, income from this source run- 
ning around $30,000 weekly. Re- 
turns from _ general release of 
‘Dumbo’ and ‘Fantasia,’ notably the 
former, will likely ease the situation 
caused by inability to sell high- 
budgeted Disney features abroad. 

‘Dumbo’ goes into approximately 
200 houses this week, subsequent 
| bookings to follow after Jan. 1. 


PASCAL MAY RETURN 


are 





TO UA; LEAVES RKO} 


Hollywood, Dec, 16. 








\Divorcement of UA Owner-Partners 
From Active Management Designed 
To Rehabilitate the Organization 


(eee 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


Separation of ownership and man- 
agement functions in United Artists, 
announced here yesterday (Mon- 
day), is seen in the industry as a 
significant development toward fu- 
ture success of the company. 


interfered with UA progress augurs 
the best prospect that Charles Chap- 
lin and the other three sharehold- 
ers will try to keep hands off. Each 
is willing to make the attempt in 
the hope that his own restraint will 
keep the other three from inter- 


‘ ieve 
At least three of the stockholders fering. : It is believed that Grad 
"s - _| Sears, recently-named vice prez in 
—David O. Selznick, Alexander As Ha it ‘ thar wd 
charge of distribution, was instru- 


Korda and Mary Pickford—are in- 
veterate business people as well as 
producers, and it seems doubtful to 
those familiar with UA that they 
will be able to divoree themselves 
completely from active managerial 
participation in the affairs of the 
company in which they have such a 
large stake. 


Recognition for a long time that it 
has been the divergent viewpoints 
and bickering of the owners that has 


HARMON'S FILM 
WAR AID JOB 
FULL TIME 


The Coordinating Gommittee of | 
the Motion Picture Committee Co- 
operating for National Defense, of 
which George J. Schaefer is chair- 


mental in pushing for the new setup. 
Statement Cues It 


What interference of the owners 
has meant in the past is clearly in- 
dicated in UA’s own statement an- 
nouncing the division of authority. 
It states: 


‘The new policy is to let this neu- 
tral management run the company 
rather than having it run by the 
owners. It further means the elim- 
ination of any interference on the 
part of the owners or their repre- 
sentatives with the sales force or 
with any other phase of the com- 
pany’s distribution operations.’ 


Separation of functions is hoped 
to be achieved by having, for the 
first time in UA’s history, a board 
of directors consisting of manage- 
ment instead of owners. New board, 
elected over the weekend, consists 
of Edward C. Raftery, company 
counsel who was recently named 
prez; Sears, Arthur W. Kelly, Laudy 
Lawrence and George Bagnall. All 
are said to be ‘independent thinkers,’ 
although Lawrence until a couple of 
weeks ago was a Selznick employee 
and Bagnall worked for Korda. 








man, will henceforth be known as fe 

the War Aetivities Committee- New board thereupon elected of- 
Motion Picture Industry, it was de-|ficers. Except for the absence of 
cided yesterday (Tues.). Harry Buckley and Harry Gold’s 





At the same time at a meeting of | "4mes from the list of vice presi- 





dents, officers are the same as those 


the executive group representing 
named a few weeks ago. 


producers, distributors, exhibitors | 
and others the appointment of} In addition to Raftery as prez and 
Francis S. Harmon was confirmed | Sears as v.p. in charge of domestie 
as executive vice-chairman of the/| distribution, other officers are Keliy, 














Negotiations are under wey for! committee. In view of the changed|v.p. and chairman of the finance 
Gabriel Pascal to return to United conditions imposed by war it was | committee; Lawrence, v.p. and exec 
oacessige for the release of two pic-| decided a full-time emecutive was| coordinator, including among his 
sures which he plans to — needed on coordinating the indus-| duties supervision of foreign dis- 

Pascal terminated his RKO deal try’s war activities, and as a result tribution: and Bagnall, V.p. and 
claiming he was denied proper cast- | tarmon has resigned from the Hays | chairman of the product committee 
ing cooperation and facilities. He| orice to devote all his time to the | Gold and Buckley had been serving 
says he has his own financing for | new post as v.p.’s on strength of the stock- 
‘Arms and th ° » § .) illion- ; ape ' 4 + ca .< 
Arms ‘ie — me ect cia _ 8 Harmon, executive assistant to | holder-director election of last year 
ane Gor second is scheduled to be | will H. Hays and with the MPPDA | Gold is eastern division salesmanager 
en er | for about four years, has been act- | and Buckley most recently has been 

PERRET Ope me tek jing on the industry war committee | occupied with obtaining and operat- 
SET ‘HARVEST LEADS | atres for U 
on the side. ing theatres for UA 
Hollywood, Dec. 16 At yesterday’s meeting also a bud- Not Going Into Prod. 

Cast for lead roles in the forth-| ge nmit ¢ an ; 

| or et get committee to study oosts and Coincidentally with revelation of 
coming Paramount picture, ‘Red| take charge of this phaze of opera- the new ownership-management set- 
Hat are Paulette Goddard,| tions was set up consisting of Si . . { pi * aa e : th at UA would 
> } 1 AY : j 1 ; . Wa if WoO 
Brian Donlevy and Alan Ladd. Fabian, eastern chain operator; R. | ” er bi 

: ‘ PR wa | not enter directiy into pre tion ite 
Dashiell Hammett yarn has been/| B, Wilby, southeastern-southerg gir- self. as had beer n planned. yon 
| lic avy & 
turned over to Fred Kohlmar for| cuit head, and Joe Hazen, attorney : h 
‘ > ’ ° from UA producers about the come- 
production. | for Warner Bros. : : : 
piston - Se a pany going into competition against 
them is understood to have been the 
reason. United Artists Productions, 
eatres Need film Pro uci, War Ine, 100% UA subsid and successor 
to the Walter Wanger unit, will be 
available, however, to provide a set- 
() N W B Selli S ill S| up for prospective producers who 
must be financed, 
r 0 ar, ut e c { OW Explaining that the vnel di- 
vorcement from the management will 
ial i allow them more time for produc- 
Although theatres will need film to/ing the past month regardless of | 4on, Raf a also — that the 
keep going and that, in itself will not | terms demanded by the distribs, In| fou ad 1aS Six a ate — 
affect distribution as result of war,| other cases, where there is enough | dea “ be —~ a o ' P oduct 
so far as flow of product is con-| product on hand or late enough in| C°™mittee handling these Gears com 
cerned, sales stand to suffer because, playing to permit it, buyers have sists of Bagnall, chairman; Kelly, 
of lowering grosses, greater diffi-| been stalling to the eleventh hour. aenaes T. O'Shea, Selznick, v.p., and 
. . . . of y ¢ r . 
| culty in obtaining terms and, in all; Among other things, distribs un- Lloyd Wright, Coast attorney who 
probability, because of the necessity | represents both the company and 





for adjustments here and there. 


Selling has been slower than an-! 


ticipated from consent as well as non- 


| system they had their deals in con- 


decree distributors all along so far | 


this season and delays in negotiating 


|; minimums to expect, 


contracts following the war not un- | 


likely in view of terms asked, plus 
the uncertainties of exhibition now 
facing the theatre owners. However, 
as pointed out, the exhibs must have 
film and can delay on deals only as 
far as their purchased film supply 
will permit 


Running low on product and bitter 
experiences, in most case with re- 
issues and extended dates, ha: 
speeded up selling considerably dur- 


der the decree are selling new blocks 
each month on an average whereas 
last year at this time under the old 


various of its producers and owners, 

Kelly, it is said, will divide his 
time between New York and Holly- 
wood, including in his duties the 
coordination of releasing so that 
there isn’t a flood of product at one 


tract form and knew just about what 





Where pictures are on percentage | 


/and grosses go bad distribs suffer | point and a drouth a month later, 
,along with the exhibitor, although| That has been " regular UA diffi- 


they are cushioned to some degree| CUlty in the pa 

in most cases through guarantees. | Me etings were held at Miss Pick- 
Continuance of poor theatre business; ford’s estate, Pickfair, over the 
might result in fewer deals on per-4 weekend, with the rollca!l revealing 
centage, except where guarantees | Chaplin, Selznick, Korda, Miss Pick- 
specified and the latter might’ ford, Raftery, Sears, Kelly and Bag- 
be raised although the distrib’ nall answering ‘hvre.’ Raftery, Sears 
cannot go too far because theatres! and Kelly are slated to train for New 
put out of business are totally lost. | York ‘sd 


are 
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Nervous Pacific Slope Snapping Out 
Of It a Bit: Frisco Still B.0. Jittery 





Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 


Picture grosses took a sharp up- 
turn all over town from Friday (12) 
through Sunday (14). What looked 
like the most dismal roundup of fig- 
ures in many years brightened con- 
siderably when blackouts and ru- 
mors of blackouts subsided under 
Army orders there would be no 
more practice sessions. 

Normal for this time of year, be- 
fore outbreak of hostilities, was 10- 
15% over the corresponding period 
last year. 

Matinee biz, usually a big aid to 
downtown grosses, showed improve- 
ment after the first jittery days, but 
the big pull came with weekend 
nights. The upbeat in Hollywood 
houses started Friday night and 
picked up to within 30% of normal. 
Nabes . t in on the rise over the 





weekend, with lines at the boxoffices 
for the first time since the previous 
Sunday (7). 

Confidence began to come out of 
the confusion by week’s end. Many 
an indie operator and circuit chief 
had optimism enough left to thank 
their stars, despite the fast dwindling 
daily and weekly grosses, that it all 
happened during the traditional pre- 
holiday slump in biz and that the 
blow was thereby somewhat soft- 
ened. 

While review of two or three days 
of blackout rehearsals and war scare 
revealed grosses at a new low early 
last week, a comparison with iast 
year for the same period in the L. A. 
sector shows that one set of evils 
was exchanged for another. Re- 
course to ‘Variety’ of Dec. 18, 1940, 
shows that biz, besides suffering 
from the usual Christmas doldrums, 
was taking an extra nap because of 
a@ prevailing flu epidemic. 

Local theatres started to feel the 
sting early and built up from bad to 
worse from Sunday (7) on. Night 
of the first practice blackout, rigor 
mortis of the boxoffice began to set 
in. The following day (11) saw 
trade at its worst. First run man- 
agers were unanimous in declaring 
it to be about 30% from the previ- 
ous day and 50% off as a whole. 

On Thursday night downtown 
thoroughfares looked like the streets 
of a ghost city due to daylong so- 
called official warnings to the citi- 
zenry to ‘get home early and stay 
off the highways.’ Gloom pervaded 
the entire theatre sector. 

When the heralded blackout failed 
to come off, the long and gloomy 
faces of house managers swapped 
for looks of anger and indignation. 
There was sharp criticism of the lo- 
cal officialdom who pulled the black- 
out boner. This faded a few hours 
later when Army Interceptor author- 
ities for the area announced there 
would be no more practice black- 
uts and that biz could proceed as 
usual, 


Frisco Theatres In 
Panic; Radio No Help 


San Francisco, Dec. 16. 

Frisco radio and theatres have un- 
dergone many changes during the 
past week, with radio most readily 
responding to war conditions. Broad- 
casters lost no time in organizing 
news coverage and selected KPO as 
a monitor station to cue blackout 
signoffs. CBS installed a complete 
news department of its own over- 
night. 

Showmen, on the other hand, were 
less organized and held long meet- 
ings in an effort to work out black- 
out and other formulas. Some. 
panicky at losses caused by empty 
houses during raid alarms, wanted 
to close nabes until Christmas. Lack 
of showmanship was noticeable, and 
except for a few like George Bole, 
Golden Gate, most took the blackout 
lying down. 

Even the delayed cooperative ad- 
vertisement lacked showmanship: 
Little was done to offset heavy losses. 
However, the Coliseum, nabe house, 
has inaugurated daily continuous 

| performances with good results. 
Houses closed are the Alcazar, a le- 

| giter, and the President, vaudfilm. 
For normal purposes of repairs were 
closed the Verdi, Golden State nabe, 
and the California, F-WC downtown 
subsequent. All reopen Christmas. 
Of little consequence was the clos- 
ing of a fifth house, Princess, show- 
ing German films. 

‘Business as usual’ theme predom- 
inates, though three niteries have 
shuttered, the Stairway to the Stars, 
Music Box, and Kasbah. Downtown 


During blackouts barkers are being 
used to inform customers theatres 
are still operating. Heavy selling is 
going ahead on ‘Dumbo’ opening 
(17) at the Golden Gate. Showmen 
are appointing a committee to wait 
on newspapers and inform them of 
plans to stay open. 

The Tivoli, which premiered (9) 
its second light opera, ‘Merry Widow,’ 
with Rosemarie Brancato, despite the 
blackout, is remaining open. 

San Francisco may get daylight 
saving as a result of war, such a 
move now being under way, headed 
by the Chamber of Commerce and 
with the Governor's approval. 

Early last week independent ex- 
hibs got so panicky, with business 
going to pot and restrictions by local 
authorities blacking out lobbies and 
theatre entrances, that they started 
a move to shut down theatres until 


| Jan. 1 unless the distributors could 
|make them concessions of film 
| rentals. . 





Seattle Snapping Back 
Seattle, Dec. 16. 


After a jittery week of blackouts, 
silenced radios and rumors of an 
enemy plane carrier lurking in the 
North Pacific, this town, nearest 
large city to Japan, is beginning to 
climb out of the dumps. For a time, 
however, Seattle seemed to bear the 
brunt of the wide-flung Pacific war. 


Even Christmas shopping at the 
stores fell to a new low immediately 
after the war news broke Sunday 
(7). Blackouts, first tried from 11 
p.m. Monday and from 12.30 a.m. 
Tuesday, were soon moved back to 
1.30 a.m., easing the effect on amuse- 
ment. 
During the first two nights of hos- 
tilities niteries cancelled floor shows. 
The state liquor board ruled that no 
beer or wine should be sold during 
the blackout and, since that is the 
main source of club revenue, shut- 
tering was the only way out. 
Though even the later blackout 
still hurts, niteries and theatres are 
again operating on schedule and en- 
tertainment business appears to be 
headed upward. 


Nabes, which were hardest hit and 
in some cases grossed $7 to $10 
nightly, are also benefiting by the 
upturn. The first blackout dented 
nabes 80%, downtown houses 30 to 
50%. Theatres in general staged an 
encouraging weekend comeback, 
though business is still around 20% 
below par. 


Meantime the War Department 
cancelled the Army football game 
scheduled for Saturday for the West- 
ern Service Championship, fearing 
concentration of a large crowd. 
Dance halls, ice arenas and roller 
rinks were also badly dented, but 
recovery is expected this week. 





Portland Improves 

Portland, Ore., Dec. 16. 
Business is picking up here though 
still handicapped by continuous ban 
on marquee lights and neons. Black- 
out is otherwise lifted, though pub- 
lic is cautioned by authorities to re- 
main blackout-conscious. 
Downtown night spots did well 
over the weekend, but theatres were 
badly hit. 
also terrible. 





Plenty Pan-Americanism 
In Forthcoming Shorts 


As result of huddles between 
spokesmen for the Rockefeller Pan- 
American solidarity group and film 
executives, major picture companies 
will incorporate Latin-American 
themes or angles into regular shorts 
series now going out. Estimated that 
there will be 24 of these in all. 

Each U. S. company will weave 
a Pan-American theme or story 
each shorts series, where it fits in 
logically. No effort will be made to 
propagandize, because many of these 
trials have been on the dull side. In- 
stead they will carry on the custom- 
ary basic theme of prevailing shorts 
series, with at least one to stress the 
Latin-American angle. 

This project is apart from the 
large activity in the 16-millimeter 
field already outlined by the Rocke- 
feller crowd. This will include some 
new productions and the reduction 
to 16-mm. of already finished major 
company shorts. These will be shown 
free at schools, colieges, churches 


and embassies in the Latin-Ameri- 
cas. 


in 
in 





filmers will definitely stay open. 

















Outlying niteries were | 
|a stockholder suit pending, 





That'll Help 


Los Angeles, Dee. 16. 

Out of the jet-black gloom of 
war comes a ray to shine on the 
film house operators of this jit- 
tery terrain. 

All stores are closing at 5 p.m., 
diverting a lot of holiday spend- 
ing cash into the motion picture 
booths. 
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ST. LOUIS IBEW 
STUCK UP FOR 


$20,204 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 

Exactly $20,204 was the swag 
nabbed from the office of the IBEW, 
Local No. 1 (AFL) Friday (12) by 
two armed men, who cowed six em- 
ployes, five femme clerks and Hubert 
J. Morrison, financial secretary. 
While one herded the employees, 
faces to the wall, the other filled a 
gunny sack with silver and currency 
from the safe. 

About $20,500 had been drawn 
from the bank to cash checks of 
members of the juicers’ local, and 
only a few had availed themselves of 
the accommodation before the stick- 
up occurred. Cops were told that the 
robbers escaped in an auto, bearing 
Illinois license plates and in which 
two others, apparent lookouts, were 
seated. The loss is fully insured. 


4 Par Stockholders 
Suits Consolidated; 
Also with B&B Angles 


Four stockholder actions against 
Paramount Pictures, Inc., arising out 
of payments ky directors and officers 
of the company to George E. Browne 
and William Bioff, were consolidated 
yesterday (Tuesday) in N.Y. supreme 
court by Justice Herbert Smyth. The 
court appointed former Judge Alfred 
J. Talley trial counsel. 

Talley is also counsel for the plain- 
tiffs in actions against Warner Bros. 
Stockholders seek the return of ap- 
proximately $100,000 paid to Browne 
and Bioff by directors to prevent a 
strike of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees. 

Loew Stockholders Sue 

A stockholder suit was filed Fri- 
day (12) against Loew’s, its officers 
and directors by Edward F. Wagner, 
charging the company settled other 
stockholder suits out of court and 
‘in doing so conspired to avoid judi- 
cial inquiry into the merits of the 
matters and concealed the use of 
funds.’ Latter point refers to coin 
paid out by Loew’s in settling the 
stockholders suits. 

Loew’s and other companies are 
currently facing a series of other 
stockholders’ suits in connection 
with payments to George E. Browne 
and Willie Bioff. This one has noth- 
ing to do with those. 

Wagner claims that Loew’s coun- 
sel, Leopold Friedman, on Sept. 24, 
1936, received a check for $4,500 on 
a voucher signed by treasurer David 
Bernstein. This, Wagner states, was 
turned over to ‘G. Frank,’ who had 














Wagner says there was a similar 
$6,000 payment to ‘McNamee’ on May 
10, 1937; $1,500 to ‘Richman’ on Oct. 


| 8, 1936; and $5,000 to ‘John Doe’ on 


Oct. 11, 1937. These are only in- 
stances, he states, and there were 
many others. 

Motion is pending to dismiss the 
suit on the claim that the statute of 
limitations has expired. 


CHINA WAR RELIEF’S 
15¢ FROM U.S. FILM 


United China Relief this week re- 
ceived $15,000 from the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers & Distributors 
Assn., the amount representing part 
of profits received from general dis- 
tribution of the industry feature. 
‘Land of Liberty.’ 

The $15,000 contribution was made 
in behalf of the industry by the 
Hays office directorate acting as a 
special committee. This maxes 
$145,000 which has been voted to 
various war relief charities by the 
film business since it was originally 
intended that all profit from dis- 
tribution of this picture should be 
used for this purpose. 











——— - 





1941, averages in some instances be- 
ing ahead of last year. Where they 
are lower chiefly ooneerns the west 
coast keys, the air raid alarms and 
blackouts naturally eausing a large 
percentage of those populations to 
stick close to their firesides. 
There’s little doubt that, had not 
this war come with such suddenness 


via a treacherous attack by the 
sukiyakis, amusements would not 
have been materially affected. As it 
was, that Sunday (7) afternoon 
shock, President Roosevelt's speeches 
Monday noon and Tuesday night, the 
sinking of two British war ships, the 
Frisco and N. Y. air raid alarms, 
and Germany and Italy’s declara- 
tions of war presented such a suc- 
cession of vital events that enter- 
tainment perforce was secondarv in 
most everybody’s mind. 


Bounced Back with Good News 

However, the first good news re- 
ports of vigorous resistance by 
American forces, plus a number of 
damaging retaliations upon the 
Japanese fleet and army, was an im- 
mediate tonic to show business in 
general. Boxoffices that were 
scraping bottom suddenly came to 
life over the past weekend; the yen 
for entertainment was more for 
celebration than an escapist medium. 
And on the west coast Los Angeles 
stopped blacking out Friday night 
(12), resulting in a material uppage 
of theatre takes thcre, 


To some extent, America’s entry 
into World Wars I and II are rather 
closely paralleled. Although this 
country’s feeling against Germany 
had reached a high pitch in the 
latter half of 1916, Woodrow Wilson 
was that year re-elected president on 
an isolationistic platform. Three- 
sheets exclaiming that he would 
keep us out of the war plastered 
billboards coast to coast. He was re- 
inaugurated in March, 1917, and less 
than one month later, after a bitter 
castigation of Germany’s breach of 
‘the freedom of the seas’ by its 
ruthless submarine warfare, Wilson 
asked Congress to declare war on 
the Triple Entente (Germany- 
Austria-Turkey ). 

In 1940, though heading a strongly 
anti-Nazi administration, President 
Roosevelt likewise made a promise 
to try to keep this country out of 
war part of his third-terfh campaign. 
On the other hand, he and his Re- 
publican opponent, Wendell Willkie, 
continued to advocate all-out aid to 
Britain. The outspoken opposition to 
Hitler and stooge Mussolini, and the 
subsequent strong stand against 
further Japanese expansion in the 
Pacific, was in the mature of a build- 
up for future trouble. Only the 
manner in which was finally came 
was unexpected, hence doubly a 
shock to a country which had so 
much faith in its fleet’s alertness. 


Better Service Shows 
Distinctly unlike 1917, however, 
this country’s preparations for the 
men in service is far more advanced 
for this war—notably in army camp 
entertainment. Aside from haphazard 


volunteer performances, it wasn’t 
until late winter of °17-18 that the 
service encampments got anything 


comparable to a steady diet of the- 
atricals. Early in 1918 a circuit of 
camp theatres was set up and paid 
shows organized, fully eight months 
after the war declaration. Likewise 
that winter, the first American vol- 
unteer performers sailed for France 
to entertain the A.E.F. 


This war the picture is decidedly 
different. USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
has been in operation for a number 
of months, though inefficiently in 
some departments, and in the past 
three weeks has made terrific strides 
in becoming a cohesive and compre- 
hensive service for the servicemen. 
Ten shows are already on tour of a 
65-theatre camp circuit, another 12- 
15 are being lined up for a 160-the- 
atre circuit in smaller camps and 
outposts, and ‘pools’ of name talent 
and bands are being set in New York 
and on the Coast for gratis perform- 
ances to implement the paid shows. 

While not too well organized, it’s 
probable that the soldiers and sailors 
of ‘17-18 got more entertainment than 
currently, due to a vastly different 
vaudeville Situation existing at that 
time. There was then a large num- 
ber of two-a-day theatres, and per- 
formers found it comparatively easy 
to rush out to an army camp between 
shows, do a performance and rush 
back in time for the night curtain. 
Now, with four and five-a-day a rou- 
tine in all stage show theatres, that’s 
an impossibility. Hence the ‘talent 
pools, which will have performers 





volunteering their services for one 


swe 











World War | and Il Parallels | 


©ontinued from page 1 


day to possibly several weeks for a 
tour of servicemen’s camps. 


Legit Bound to Benefit 


If taking London as a comparison, 
both during World War I and the 
present conflagration, the legit thee 
atre in the U. S. can look for great 
seasons ahead. In December, 1917, 
though London had already experie 
enced bombing by Zeppelins, legit 
business was so good not a theatre 
was then available for new shows, 
Twenty-four shows were on the 
boards and all doing well. 

Currently, despite the terrible 
bombings, blackouts and devastation 
in the heart of old Lontion, there are 
19 legiters in operation, plus one bige 
time vaude house and sundry other 
theatricals (opera, ballet, two pane 
tomimes, etc.), and business is excele 
lent. 

Hence the high optimism of Amere 
ican showmen that the theatre on 
this side of the pond should enjoy 
its biggest seasons-to-come in history, 
They base this on (1) the doubt that 
any U.S. cities will get more than a 
token bombing; (2) the tremendoug 
amount of money that’s pouring into 
the general public’s pockets via dee 
fense expenditures, and the general 
public’s evident willingness to spend 
it; (3) that it’s unlikely this country 
will have any serious food or clothe 
ing rationing (and the attendant skye 
high prices), which is another worry 
Londoners have that Americans wil] 
probably escape, and (4) the greatest 
fear of all—assembly of large nume 
bers of people in single places (thee 
atres, auditoriums, et al.)—should 
not be too serious in the U. 8. 

Florida Season? 

Effect of the war on the major 
American resorts, notably Florida, ig 
still a moot question. First reaction 
is an incipient boom for inland spag 
such as Hot Springs, Ark. which 
for one, is getting an unusual number 
of reservations. There are some 
fears that Miami may be forced té 
have blackouts, due to defense sete 
ups nearby and the fact that it’s an 
important jumpoff spot for commere 
cial planes to the Latin Americas, 
but these are not substantiated, 
Miami will probably operate under 
normal conditions, discounting une 
foreseen complications, and it’s likely 
the Florida governor’s strong antis 
gambling stand will hurt more than 
the war. Even that may be modified 
in view of graver international issues, 





Minneapolis Another 
Getting Out of It Fast 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16, 


There are signs that localites, who 
temporarily deserted film patronage 


after the U. S. war involvement, 
are recovering from the initial 
shock and tiring of listening to radio 
news reports, many of which, it’s 


complained, are repetitious. For the 
first few days there was a sharp fall- 
ing off in theatre attendance, doubt- 
lessly aggravated by pre-Christmas 
seasonal influences and a cold wave, 
with showhouses reporting the night 
of the President’s radio talk ‘the 
worst business ever, excepting 
Christmas eves and during a bliz- 
zard that tied up all transportation 
last year.’ 

Now, however, the boxoffice ig 
starting to come back again and fa- 
miliar faces are seen buying tickets 
once more, it’s reported. General 
opinion is that there'll be a return 
to normalcy after the first of the 
year, with augmented buying power 
probably offsetting losses of male 
customers in consequence of enlist- 
ments, selective service, etc. 

Two Twin City stations, WCCO 
and KSTP, have been operating 24 
hours a day since war started, help- 


ing to feed the public up on war 
news. 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Dr. Miklas Rozsa signed to com- 
pose musical scores for Alexander 
Korda’s films through 1945, 

Carole Landis drew an option lift 
at 20th-Fox. 

Mary Stewart, formerly Gwen 
Jones, had her minor contract with 
RKO approved by superior court. 

Ann Corcoran inked player pact 
with Warners. 

Cornell Wilde’s actor ticket re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 











Jack Briggs handed player option 
hoist at RKO, 
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TALKING BACK TO FILMS. 


It's Agreed That Trade Unity Comes | AN INGA PAE ASING | TATSE Studio Parleys On $5,000,000 
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Only With Solution of Trade Woes 
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Chicago, Dec. 16. 

Goncensus of exhibitor comment 
following the recently adjourned film 
industry conference for unity is that 
only by immediate attention to pro- 
vocative industry issues will the 
leaders of the movement succeed in 
their highminded determinations. 
Headquarters of the united move- 
ment are being set up here tem- 


orarily by Jack Kirsch, Chicago ex- | ™ 


ibitor leader, who has been selected 
chairman of the conference commit- 
tee. : 

First step taken by one of the na- 
tional distributing organization to 
appease an exhibitor peeve was the 
announced intention of Metro to 
change its stand towards the Minne- 
sota anti-consent decree law, the ef- 
fect of which has brought about a 
dearth of film for Minnesota theatres 
with prospect of heavy losses in in- 
vestments. 

When the meeting adjourned sev- 
eral days ago the first steps in com- 

leting a national program had been 

ken. Personnel of the conference 
gommittee consists of five members 
of Allied States Association, five 
members of M.P.T.O.A., five mem- 
bers of independent exhbiitor or- 
ganizations and one member from 
each of the national distribution | 
companies. 

5 Points 

Program outlining proposed activi- 





tles was specific on five major points. 
It included (1) a coordinated policy | 
ef and action in reference to tax-| 
ation; (2) defense of the industry; 
(3) plan for good will campaign; 

4) protecting necessary supplies for | 

@ industry by obtaining proper 

iority ratings, and (5) setup of an 
ndustry body for adjustment of 
trade differences between the vari- 
ous branches. 

One of the earliest steps to be 
taken will be towards fulfillment of 
the third principle of unity—a plan 
for sustaining and widening industry 
good wil!. -In charge of this division 
of the work is a special committee 
comprised of heads of the advertis- 
ing and publicity departments of the 
various distributors; Leo Brecher, 
Lionel Wasson, Fred Wehrenberg, 
Lewen Pizor, Leonard Goldenson, 





Pete Wood, Don Rossiter and Moe 
Rosenberg 


Twin City Exhibitors 


Will Support Unity Plan | 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 
Although 
dependent exhibitors, including prac- 


tically all of those in the Twin City 


—_ are close to the point where | 


ey’ll have to close their theatres 
or run without major 
eause of 


product, be- 
inability to get together 
with the distributors on terms, 
they’re on record to ‘lend all con- 
structive effort in support of the in- 
dustry’s national unity plan.’ 

At a meeting here called by North- 
west Allied and attended by both 
members and nan-members of the 
organization, the plan was indorsed 
after optimistic predictions that 
‘everything will straighten out to the 
satisfaction of all 
mitting the breaking of the present 
buying deadlock and stalemate.’ 

A special Northwest Allied ‘com- 
mittee of 12 that had been delegated 
to meet with distributor heads at the 
Chicago unity conference in an effort 
to obtain a modification of demands 
returned without having had any 
official get-togethers with film com- 
pany officials and minus any definite 
promises. 

However, the committee did re- 
turn with the promise of W. F. Rod- 
gers, M-G general sales’ manager, 
that his company would join the 
Others and obtain federal court relief 
from the consent decree so that it 
Gould sell in Minnesota under the 
state anti-decree law requiring deals | 
to include an entire season’s product 
and a minimum 20% cancellation | 
privilege. 

Before the Chicago session Rodgers | 

was blamed for the failure of M-G to | 


take steps along with the other de- | 


cree companies to sell in Minnesota. 


| liam Pine-William 


many of the state’s in- 


concerned, per- | 


Yippee Heat 


Pronounced Trend, Espe-| 
cially by Youngsters, to 
Audibly Rib the Corn y 


Screen Dialog 


Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

An exchange last week held a 
trade showing of three westerns. 
The audience consisted of two 
exchange employees, two trade- 
paper reps and one exhib— 
Charles Stiefel, local indie. 

Explained Stiefel: ‘It was cold 
outside.’ 


HOSS PIX VULNERABLE 











Louisville, Dec. 16. 

New pronounced trend by 
patrons in this town, 
among the younger set, is to heckle 
the players on local screens, 
some instances to greet 
and dialog with uninhibited derision. 
This holds true particularly 
nabes, and now and then in down- |} 
town houses, especially the 
B picts. 


; 
picture 


METRO HEARING 
ON SELLING 
IN MINN. 


particularly 


and in 
Situations 


in the 


during 


In applying for exemption from 
provisions of the consent decree so 
that Metro may also sell Minnesota, 


J. Robert Rubin, v.p. and general 
counsel, points out that his com- 
pany’s petition to the Federal courts 
differs from that of Paramount, 20th- 
Fox, Warner Bros. and RKO only in 
that Metro is taking this step in the 
interests of the exhibitors of that 
northwestern state. At last week’s 
unity meeting in Chicago, Minnesota 
theatre operators pleaded that Metro 
also arrange to offer its product to 
| them. 


shots of Churchill Downs. 


brought forth plenty 
patrons when he said, anent a horse 
which he was training, ‘We can enter 


him in some of those cheap races at 
Churchill Downs.’ 

Some of the situations prior to the 
big race, which incorporated news- 
reel shots of the Derby, had the 
heavy paying off the jockey to throw 
the race, and propositioning him to 
do the nefarious deed, while 
ing in a horse’s stall. 





Application to the New York Fed-| the plot, knocks the heavy down, 
| eral court for relief under the decree | forces the jock to withdraw, and 
| igs returnable this afternoon (Wed.) | then substitutes his own jockey to 
before Judge Henry W. Goddard. | ride in the big race. 
There is no likelihood that it will Even the very young in this town | 


not be granted. 

Up to now Metro has been furnish- 
ing product only to the Minnesota 
Amusement circuit houses in Minne- 
sota, numbering 57, which had a 


know that the Derby is the year’s 
big race, and only a capacity crowd 
goes to the track on that one day. 
They also know that the jockeys 
have private quarters, where they 


One case in point was the | 
showing of ‘Mr. Celebrity,’ a race- | 
track pic which had some matanaed 
Lead | more essential now than ever before, 
of boos from | 
} 





rere 


| are 
| Managing 
{| with stress 


Lead discovers | 


| 
| 


| 
| 





| 





HARIT IN L'VILLE In Wage Hikes Switched to New York 


‘+ 
The Hays Chill Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

id b. Sey Negotiations involving approxl- 

Hollywood, Dec. 16. mately $5,000,000 in wages and con- 

Eros Volusia’s clothes may be ditioi sg for 10,000 film technicians 
a pation crore ig Bee 5 are being switched to New York 
climates, according, to Will Ht [trom the West Coast. A date for 
wood. opening the discussions will be fixed 
South American danseuse was at a preliminary conference in the 
advised to stow her 50 beaded |east between heads of the major 
costumes in an envelope and get companies and prexy Richard Walsh 





something to wear for pictures. f ; 
- of International Alliance of Theatri- 








sion il > s P 
, Jan, 1. 
e 1 | An agreement to transfer 


cal Stage Employees. The first ses- 
will be held shortly after 


the ne- 
gotiations from Hollywood was set 
by Walsh and Louis Krouse, IATSE 
secretary-ireasurer, during a three- 
day visit with the 10 IATSE studio 
locals. The two IA executives 
headed east Friday (12) and were 
due back in their New York head- 
quarters yesterday (Mon.). Walsh 
arrived by auto after his plane was 
grounded at Palm Springs, and was 
followed by Krouse the next day, 
the latter having made the trip by 


ITS ADS FOR 
U.S. MORALE 


Pointing up that relaxation is 





train. 
the Paramount, N. Y., which plays Hurried meetings of the execu- 
first-run pictures and name band-| tive boards of the various locals 
shows, is taking 600-line ads in all| were held. Walsh and Krouse ex- 
dailies today (Wed.) and tomorrow | plained to each group that the 
(Thurs. ). International would aid them in 
Ads are in nature of a message and |every way possible to complete 
Robert M. Weitman, 





signed by | their contracts with the major com- 
director of the theatre, | panies. They said the International 
laid on morale buijding | had no intention of disturbing the 


| entertainment for the duration as the | autonomy of the locals, and that the 


| Par’s policy. j}actual negotiating would be left to 
Theatre has also made up a spe- | them. 

cial trailer, noting this as well as! Walsh told the local boards that 

that house staff is well trained to | the negotiations could either be held 


handle crowds. etc. here or in the east. He promised, 
however, that if they were trans- 
ferred to New York they could be 
completed much quicker because of 
the availability of the various com- 
pany heads. He said it would be 
impossible to get the executives to 
talk during the Christmas holidays, 
but promised the negotiations would 


-MORRISON-WAYNE MAY 
SETTLE FOR $25,000 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 














two-year franchise with the company | keep their tack and prepare for the Contract dispute between Le0 | start immediately after the first of 
negotiated last year. next race. The public is not allowed | Morrison, agent, and John Wayne, | the year and promised the contracts 
ea ere ana aaa wana to contact a jockey while on the way | actor, is near settlement. Reported | would be signed and delivered by 
to the paddock, nor is anyone al- | an agreement will call for payment | Jan. 30. 

McDonald’ § Trio at Par lowed in the jockeys’ quarters, a | of $25,000 to Morrison and withdrawal 

heavy guard being placed at the | by the agent of his $225,000 ad 

—_—— doors. | pertor court suit against | 

Hollywood, Dec. 16. Noticeable that westerns bring | Blum agency and Marlene Dietrich. 


Frank McDonald closed a deal to 
the Wil- 
unit at 


heckling from the patrons. 
dialog as the western saying, 
‘He got in the way of some lead,’ and | 
the like, brings out the latent heck- | 
ling instincts of even the 


Such trite 
pictures for hero 


Thomas 


direct three 
| Paramount. 

First is the Richard Arlen starrer, 
‘Wildcat.’ 





patrons. 


Another proviso would call off dis- 


| ciplinary action against Morrison by 
the Screen 
stood all 
youngest | the washup controversy, 
emergency. 


Actors Guild. Under- 


DECREE BUYING 


due to war 











| 
i 
parties are agreeable | 
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wood, Dec. 16. 
Establishment of a uniform film 
buying system under the consent de- 
cree, with policies on a broad scale, 
to eliminate the maze of detail work, 
was under discussion at the first 
day’s session of National Theatre 
execs meeting here for annual 
huddle on divisional problems. 


Spyros and Charles Skouras pre- 
sided at meeting attended by Arch 
Bowles, Frank Newman, L. Fink, 
Lou Rosenberg, Rick Ricketson, 
Elmer Rhoden, Charles Fitzgerald 
and David Idza 

Problem cf manpower shortage 
and operatio! unaer wartime con- 
ditions were on the slate for today 


(16) 


‘Little 3’ Argument Today 


Application of the Government to 
set a trial date for its anti-trust suit 
against RKO, Columbia and United 
Artists will be argued before Judge 
Henry W. Goddard in N. Y. federal 
court today (Wednesday). Governe 
ment will seek an early spring trial, 

The defense counsel will oppose an 
early trial on the grounds that the 
anti-trust suit against the Schine cir- 
cuit and the majors is scheduled for 
a spring hearing and they cannot be 
expected to defend two suits at the 
same time. A late spring or early 
| summer date will be requested. Rob- 
| ert L. Wright, special assistant to the 
attorney-general, wil! arrive: from 
Washington to argue the Govern- 
ment’s case 
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MR. AND MRS. NORTH 


Hollywood, Dec. 13. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Irving 
Asher production. Stars Gracie Allen; fea- 
tures William Post, Jr., Paul Kelly. Di- 
rected by Robert B. Sinclair. Screepplay 
by S. K. Lauren, from play by Owen Davis, 
based on stories by Richard and Frances 
Lockridge, as produced on stage by Alfred 
DeLiagre, Jr.; camera, Harry Stradling; 
editor, Ralph Winters. Previewed at Alex- 


ander Glendale, Dee. 12 ‘41. Running 
time, 68 MINS. 

Pamela North.....-++cec: ...-Gracie Allen 
Gerald P. North.....-ee- William Post, Jr. 
Lieutemant Weigand...s.e.-+-+: Paul Kelly 
Carol Brent........esee. ee Rose Hobart 
Jane WIUISOM....cccccccceseses Virginia Grey 
Louis Berex...ccscocccseseeees Tom Conway 
Arthur Talbot..cccreccesseces Felix Bressart 


George Reyler..sescecesceees ..Porter Hall 


acter. George Bancroft is the heavy. 
Henry O’Neill and Donna Reed com- 
plete the principals. 

Against the military setting, S. Sy!- 
van Simon has kept the characters 
human, and his direction of the 
maneuvers provides effective spec- 
tacle. F 

Film makes no pretense as an im- 
portant documentary contribution, 
but it is packed with sound patriotic 
fervor, thrills and comedy. Flin. 





THE WOLF MAN 


Hollywood, Dec. 10. 


Universal release of George Wagener 





Mullins... Millard Mitchell 





Barnes......cccccecececees Lucien Littlefield 
Mabel Harris.....cceeecereererere Inez Cooper 
Kumi... .ccccccssectcccccers ...Keye Luke | 
Ben Wilson......ccccecceessss Jerome Cowan ! 
Stuart Blanton....ce.+-+-- Stuart Crawford | 


ace Bene eta ea Fortunio Bonanova 
Film version of Owen Davis’ stage | 
play, produced on Broadway early | 
this spring with Metro backing, is a | 
whodunit with comedy trimmings. 
With Gracie Allen holding attention 
throughout for display of typical 
zany dialog and action, picture is 
moderately successful entertainment 
of light texture which will provide 
strong dual support. ; 
Although the script provides ex- 
panded action from the stage piece, 
it still depends on talk—rather than 
action—to carry along. It gets off to 
a slow start, picks up momentum in 
several episodes along the way, but 
is handicapped by bumpy tempo. 
Miss Allen is the dimwit and 
flustering wife of William Post, Jr. 
After a separated weekend, couple 
return to their apartment to dis- 
cover a corpse in a closet. Suspects 
—all friends of the couple—are 
rounded up to provide the required 
number of possible murderers for the 
final surprise disclosure. Reverse 
angle of general whodunit formula 
and cross-examination of the nu- 
merous suspects is supplied by peri- 
odic disclosures of prior happenings 
by the jumbled talk of Miss Allen. 
A second murder, also in the apart- 
ment, takes place before the round- 


Buano..... 


up. 

Miss Allen carries the major por- 
tion of attention as the pivotal fac- 
tor in the proceedings, with strong 
support from Post, detective Paul 
Kelly, Millard Mitchell (in same 
rote he handled in the play) and 
Felix Bressart. Latter dishes out 
bread comedy as a brush salesman 
and key witness. . 

Robert Sinclair’s direction is okay, 
despite the handicap of an wneven 
and too-talky script. Walt. 


THE BUGLE SOUNDS 


Metro release of J .Walter Ruben pro- 
duction. Stars Wallace Beery; features 
Lewis Stone, Marjorie Main, George Ban- 
croft, Henry O'Neill, Donna Reed, Chill 
Wills, William Lundigan. Directed by 5S. 
Sylvan Simon. Screenplay, Cyril Hume, 
Dased on story by Lawrence Kimble and 
Hume; camera, Clyde De Vinma; special 
effects, Arnold Gillespie: editor, Ben Lewis; | 
score, Lennie Hayton. Tradeshown in New | 








York. Dec. 16, ‘41. Running time, 101 
MINS, | 
kee” Sarr rire | Wallace Beery | 
SNEED aun Foner se ecatdadées cae Marjorie Main | 
Colonel Lawton......ssceeesess Lewis Stone | 
MEME. p-o.9-0.5.0600060¢66.0090% George Bancroft | 
Lieut. Col. Seton......e-:. Henry O'Neill | 
Bally Hamg@on....ccacccaaccccas Donna Reed 
BPEEUEER. wee dewecesesecncocecceces Chill Wiils 
SOQ HamGon....-ccaccees> William Lundigan | 
Sergeant Strong. .......-0-seee> Tom Dugan | 
PRE ceachcet seve a Wbaeces Guinn Williams | 
COPCAIEE acc 6 00 cccneseseses Ernest Whitman 
WOME CRG dc ere cceedesoveces Roman Bohnen | 
PEMOMIOIE, eo ceccceceoccceseoeese Jerome Cowan 
EIR. ca wnt 600040 0580606000064 Arthur Space 
Brigadier-General .......... Jonathan Hale 


The Red, White and Blue waves in 
the breeze over this film about the 
mechanized U. S. Army service, 
making it a timely release right in 


the sroove of Page 1 news. It is one 
of the series of Wallace Beery-Mar- 
jorie Main co-starring features, al- 
though stepped up considerably in 
production values. In those sectors 
of the home front where the two 
stars are popular, the boxoffice re- 
turns should be strong. 
Acknowledgement is made to the 
cooperation extended by the Army 
in the filming of the story. Audiences 
will respond enthusiastically to the 
camera intimacies and montages of | 
one of the country’s larger armored | 
mobile training posts, where the ac- 





tion takes place. For obvious rea- 
sons the post is not identified. Pic- 
ture bears the authentic stamp 


throughout, and the views of hun- 
dreds of armored cars, trucks and 
tanks in action are reassuring evi- | 
dence that Uncle Sam’s cavalry | 
forces have been transformed into 
capable fighting chauffeurs. 

It’s Beery’s rebellion against the 
new-fangled gasoline, streamlined 
warfare which forms the basis of an 
interesting and entertaining yarn, 
written by Lawrence Kimble and 
Cyril Hume. As an old cavalry ser- 
geant, proud of his mount, he car- 
ries a grudge against the swifter 
mobile units. On this theme of ha- 
tred for his new assignment. the 
writers have developed a tale of 
sabotage, Army secret service and 
eventual vindication and honor. 

With a story that is away from the 
conventional service fiction, its plaus- 
ibility is heightened by excellent 
performances by the stars and bal- 
ance of the cast. Miss Main has one 
of her most amusing roles, and her 
hard-boiled manner of delivery 
rompts many laughs. Lewis Stone 
ooks and acts an army colonel, and 
his followers will enjov a change 


i Sir John Talbot......ceees-: Claude Rains 
Dr. Liloyd......-cecceceees Warren William 
Colonel Montford........+-- Ralph Bellamy 
Frank AMGCrewS.....+-++++> Patric Knowles 
Bale .ccccessvccsce ues seencnas Bela Lugosi 
Maleva cecccccccese- Maria Ouspenskays 
Gwen Conliffe....c.....-++: Evelyn Ankers 
Charles Conliffe.........+-- J. M. Kerrigan 
PORE ho cccccvvns c6euca eke eeenee Fay Helm 
DUAN. ~oc-cbbaseceee hanes Forrester Harvey 


| performance both straight and under 


production, directed by Wagener Features 
Lon Chaney, Claude Rains, Warren W ile 
liam, Ralph Bellamy, Patric Knowles, Bela 
Lugosi, Maria Ouspenskaya. Original 


screenplay by Curt Siodmak; camera, 
Joseph Valentine; editor, Ted Kent; asst. 
director, Vernon Keays. Previewed in 


studio projection room, Dec. 9, ‘41. Run- 


ning time, 69 MINS, 





and 
Lon Chaney as The Wolf Man 


The English legendary werewolf 
provides basis for another cinematic 
adventure into the horrific chiller- 
diller realm. ‘The Wolf Man’ is a 
compactly-knit tale of its kind, with 
good direction and performances by 
an above par assemblage of players, 


but dubious entertainment at this 
particular time. It’s a B dual sup- 
porter, which must depend on book- 
ings for audience receptivity in each 
particular booking. 

Young Lon Chaney (who drops 
the Jr. in films for the first time 
here) returns to the family’s English 
castle after long absence in America, 
to stand in line as heir to the estate. 
According to legend, a person bitten 
by a werewolf assumes the dual 
personality of the latter — and 
Chaney is the victim of a bite. The 
psychological effect of Chaney’s 
mental and physical transitions pro- 
vides the dramatic elements until he 
is killed by his father. 

Young Chaney gives a competent 


makeup for the dual role. Strength 
is added by good cast consisting of 
Warren William, Ralph Bellamy, 
Patric Knowles, Bela Lugosi, Maria 
Ouspenskaya and Evelyn Ankers. 
Script stresses the tenseness of the 
fabled tale in both action and dialog, 
with George Waggner piloting in 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ (M-G). 
Gracie Allen's familiar zany talk 
in comedy whodunit. Moderate 
entertainment. 

‘The Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). 
Wallace Beery and Marjorie 
Main in a rough and tumble 
Army tale. Timely b.o. 

‘The Wolf Man’ (U). Strong 
and unrelieved chiller -thriller, 
but dubious booking under pres- 
ent war strain, 


‘Borrowed Hero’ (Mono). Crime 
meller with familiar plot for 
third and fourth run dates only. 

‘Gauchos of El Dorado’ (Rep). 
Mesquiteer average is slightly 
bettered this time, but it won't 
show any more than normal b.o, 

‘Riders of Black Mountain’ 
(PRC). One of the worst Tim 
McCoy flicks, and it'll probably 
do that kind of biz. 

‘Peluqueria De Sonoras’ (Ar- 
gentine). Okay comedy good for 
all types of Latin-American au- 
diences. 

‘Papa Tiene Novia’ (Argen- 
tine). Neat musical both inside 
and outside Argentina. 


‘Un Hombre Bueno’ 
tine). N.G. all the way. 





(Argen- 








down, the answer is still so-what? 
A dualer where. they favor westerns. 

Trite story concerns the entry into 
ranchers’ territory of would-be 
homesteaders; the anger of the 
ranchers at the encrcachment; the 
decision of outlaws to play one 
against the other: and the solving of 
several murders by the sheriff hero. 

Johnny Mack Brown in the lead 
looks well and acts creditably. Fuzzy 
Knight provides his usual brand of 
humor. Neither girl, Jeanne Kelly 
nor Nell O'Day, is more fhan ade- 
quate. Rest of the cast are fill-ins. 

Direction of Ray Taylor is OK, 
while the camera work of Charles 
Van Enger is excellent. Screen play 
by Bennett Cohen is static. 





RODEO RHYTHM 


(WITH SONGS) 
Kansas City, Dec. 18. 


Indie release of Leo J. McCarthy 
tion; associate producer, Martin inkel- 
stein. Features Fred Scott and Roy 
Knapp’s troupe of 30 ‘Rough Riders.’ Di- 


roduc- 


rected by Fred Newmeyer; assistant di- 
rector, Elmer C. Rhoden, Jr. Screenplay 
by Eugene Allen and Gene Tuttle from 


original story by Leo J. 
by Morrill and 
Oppenheim ; 


McCarthy. Songs 
Eugene Moore and Dave 
edited by George Halligan; 





oka; manner. Walt. 
Monogram release of A. W. Hackel pro 
duction. Stars Alan Baxter, Florence Rice 
and John Hamilton. Directed by Lewis 
Collins. Screenplay, Earle Snell; story. 
Ben Roberts and Sikiney Sheldon; camera, 
Marcel Le Picard; editor, Martin G, Cohn. 


| Reviewed at New York, N. Y., Dec. 10, ‘41. | 


Running time, 65 MENS. | 
eee Alan Baxter 
Mt TROGIR. ..<ccccccecess Fiorence Rice | 
Wena Breeienckcdckee ssc John Hamilton | 

} Bi. SOI s ae <seces eeeee+- Stanley Andrews 
Mona Brookg..............Constance Worth 

5 Caemee TMF. cc cccccccec: ... Vilma Francis 
DGrs.. Riley. .....cccccccccees sary Gardos | 
DRE cE. 05 ccanececedane Richard Terry 
Se GUD ci cdasccoesusce Jerry Marlowe 
RT i Ximaet eeeers axes --..Paul Ererton 

& 7 ei ape pe John MaxwWell 
ee AP rete Guy Usher 





Mild programmer suitable chiefly 
for third and fourth runs as dual 
support. Opening shot of a glass- 
door panel marked editorial room is 
immediate tipoff to the theme, and 
yarn conforms to stereo patterns of 
the young special prosecutor who 
cleans out the rackets. 

In this case gangland hides behind 
the respectable front of a _ social 
leader heading reform group. While 
expressing righteous indignation 
with district attorney for not bring- 
ing criminals to account, John Ham- 
ge is the Mr. Hyde who’s back of 
it all. 

Plot is obvious at all times, with 
Alan Baxter handling his assign- 
ment, as the young prosecutor acci- 
dentally shoved into the job, not too 
well. Florence Rice, as the worldly- 
wise newspaper columnist with ro- 


mantic interest in Baxter, has been | 


given terrible camera treatment as 
well as uninspired dialog. A few ac- 
tion sequences help. Mori. 





MAN FROM MONTANA! 


Universal release of Will Cowan produe- 
tion. Features Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy | 
Knight. Directed by Ray Taylor. Original 
screen play by Bennett Cohen; cameraman, 
Charles Van Enger. Reviewed at New 
York theatre, N. Y., Dec. 4, '41. Running 
time, 56 MINS, 


BOD EPA WOON 6 occ ec ciciad Tohnny Mack Brown 






WN 55 Gakh i0%6e0cade sac Fuzzy Knight 
Ns 5 ences skwttcedecdes’ i Billy Lenhart 
Buddy... cccccccsscccessss Kenneth Brown 
Linda..... Cocecsarsecsecessecs Jeanne Kelly 
OMENS olsk ak 0660005 6 hate uh .Nell O'Day 
ThompSon.........eeeeeeeees- William Gould 
SPUNDAME yc 0 cdésenrs ecccccccss James Blaine 
rr o05.86 88 60 6% 6% Dick Alexander 
oy, SRS SGA vEb bh weed e6 Karl Hackett 
Dakota. ......ceccoseseeesssssHamund Cobb 
DOCKET. .ccvccces Cbeivesiccutvas Frank Ellis 
NPIS. .ccccccccvcccccces.ssKermit Maynard 
BERN 66s Cees ¥0sé65 $evedctibes Jack Shannon 
te Oe Murdock MacQuarrie 
ARO a Ss Alea Charles McMurphy 


The Kings Men 





Another horse opera, a little below 
average, ‘Man From Montana’ has 
all the usual ingredients. Rancher, 
outlaws, a beautiful daughter, home- 
steaders, righteous sheriff, etc., but 





from his familiar Judge Hardy char- 


SI Bs os cncesececs 


eight reels, 


photography, Eddie Kull World premier 
at Granada, Kansas City, Dee. 12, ‘41. 
Running time: 75 MENS. 


ee A Pee Fred Scott 
PO ey | ee ...Lole Bridge 
eres «PEG .. . cn cccccecees Patricia Redpath 
ee. Ss 00.6440 660040000 600055 .Pat Dunn 
Oe Be onic os cnkekt Bak saree Jack Cooper 
Grandpa Twitchell.............John Frank 
Sheriff Bates.............H. ‘Doc’ Hartley 
LAWYER. .....cceccece eecesss.- Landon Laird 
Cs 54 des bho eehhoseRaaees Gloria Morris 
Small Fry...cccee errr rT Te Roylene Smith 


.... Vernon Brown 
MN 5 3a cGy Gan 4 aemae Donna Jean Meinke 
Roy Knapp’s Rough Riders.....Themselves 
Se Gs rab nae ches cine Himself 


This*film is auspicious in that it is 
built around a company of 30 kids, 
aged 3 to 13, who have been trained 
as pony trick riders by Roy Knapp, 
long recognized for his work in 
Kansas City, and over the circuit of 
horse shows and rodeos throughout 
the West. Where this angle can be 
utilized by the exploitation depart- 
ment film can probably stand on its 
own for outdoor fans, especially 
juve trade, but otherwise it’s for the 
lower half of duals. 

Idea of transporting troupe to 
Hollywood presented more of a 
problem than making the film come 
to the kiddies, sc the picture was 
made completely in and around 
Kansas City. Although picture isn’t 
to be classed in higher brackets of 
cinematography, it co:r.es off with 


|encugh redeeming features to entitle 


it to a fair share of bookings. This 
is the more remarkable in that en- 
tire cast are amateurs, especially the 
kids, excepting Fred Scott in a char- 
acter lead and Loie Bridge, a former 


| legit player. 


Story is mere framework on which 
to hang activity of the juves for 
and pictures them as 
orphans about to be turned out of 
Aunt Tillie’s institution by miserly 
Twitchell. When the youngsters 
save the skinflint landlord from an 
overturned car he relents enough to 
allow them to use the mortgaged 
Buck Knapp ranch for their money- 


making rodeo and pay off the 
plasters. 

Scott, with a Hollywood back- 
ground, comes off capably, but 


essence of film is riding displayed 
by the boys and girls and are foot- 
age of their river crossing and rodeo 
could better displace other scenes. 
Pat Dunn; WDAF baritone, shows 
possibilities as a singing cowboy. 
Patricia Redpath and Gloria Morris 
also. have _ possibilities. Landon 
Laird, long K.C. Star crick, who has 
sharply eyed the actin © profession, 
lays himself open with a pair of 
lines and doubled in brass in select- 
in the cast. 





when ali the smoke of battle dies 


Music includes five tunes by Mor- 


ri! and Gene Moore, father-son 
m. Their ‘Little Saddles’ is 
tenable as a pop tune. Sixth song, 
a novelty, wee eleffed by Dave Op- 
enheim with words by Morrill 
Moore. Quin. 





Gauchos of El Dorado 


Republic lease and production. Stars 
Bob Steele, Tom Tyler, ufe Davis. Di- 
rected by Les Orlebeck. Screenplay, Al- 
bert DeMond; atory, Earle Snell; camera, 


Reggie Lanning: editor, Charies Craft: 
music, ‘Bird and the Wolf,’ Jule Styne, Sol 










Mever Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, 
Neb., Dec. 2, '41. Dual. Running time, 
56 MENS, 

TUCBON..ccccccceccocec-coccesas.- BOD Steele 
Stony....crceceeveee seeeeess- Tom Tyler 
Lullaby... sbeees Rufe Davis 
Billen..cecccce eeececce Lois Collier 
Gaucho. cccccoccccececsoes- DUNCAN Renaldo 
Taabella. cocvccccccceceseceesses Rosina Galli 
Bart. .ccceccecocesseccscsecseeerman Willis 
Tyndal. .cocecccccedccccsececseWilllam Ruhij 


MISS). veccccvccccesecccocecsess Tony Roux 
Monk... ccdeecccces ...Raphael Bennett 
SmaWes. .ccccesscecscccecsess Yakima Canutt 





Mesquiteers in ‘Gauchos of E] Do- 
rado’ are involved in $5,000 and $10,- 
000 deals, all having to do with bank 
robbery. Short-hour spectacle will 
win the kid vote, being one of the 
better all around bids by the Mes- 
quiteers since the series has gone in 
for so frequent and mystifying 
change of faces. 


Bob Steele is the leadoff man in 
this trio, seconded by Tom Tyler, 
with accompanying humor via Rufe 
Davis. Rufe has the makings of 
first class bucolic comic, having been 
a ialist in that bracket in vaude 
and pics for years. Of the other 
two, not a great deal can be said. 
They have forsaken, in times past, 
their traditional hero status, and 
have gone over to the other side 
of the fence. This is hard for the 
kids to take—they want to be sure 
pof the guy they’re betting on. 


Story unfolds with a lad getting 
shot while making off with 5G of 
bank robber money. Mesquiteers 
come up as he’s about dead, and 
promise to take the money to his 
mother who needs it to square a 
mortgage. Trio runs into a hodge- 
podge of mistaken identity but 
finally come around to establish- 
ing justice. 

William Ruhl, as the unscrupulous 
banker, is one of' the better char- 
acters, while Lois Collier is the 
femme lead. Les Orlebeck, direc- 
tor, manages to keep things moving. 
Modest b.o. indicated. Art. 


Riders of Black Mountain 


Producers Releasing Corporation release 
of Sigmund Neufeld production. Stars Tim 
McCoy; features Pauline Hadden, Rex 
Lease, Ralph Peters. Directed by Peter 
Stewart. Ofiginal screenplay, Joseph O'’Don- 
nell; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Hol- 
brook Todd. Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, 


Neb., Dee. 4, ‘41, dual Running time, 
58 MINS. 

aaa 0 00668 cedeseccece Tim McCoy 
Ae eeecceccccececes Pauline Hadden 
CUR. c wesces PTETETICIITLET TL TTT Rex Lease 
Tombstone..... TETeTeTil tT Tern Ralph Peters 
TOMO. scvevecccccsceccecvecccecs Julian Rivero 
Harris....ee- ecccccccreres Edward Piel, Sr. 
Judge...s- Sececccocccccocesc tam Lakue 
Pete. ..se. evececsecs ececees+ss- red Adams 
errs ececessencess- Jack Rutherford 
Emmett. .ccccccccccccccsess++-Alden Claire 
Burt. .cces Coe cecccccccceces teorge Chesebro 


Not much b.o. strength here. It’s 
dogged by typical Tim McCoy ac- 
tion faults, a bum print, cloudy pho- 
tography, and pacing far slower than 
it should be. Time is taken up 
with endless chases, and the story 
is so mixed up it’s going to be quite 
a job for kids to follow. 

Yarn has McCoy and his crony, 
Ralph Petets, doing the country as 
card sharps trying to get a clue to 
stagecoach robberiers which are 
costing an insurance company heav- 
ily. Of course they’re U. mar- 
shals, but they go all out doing 
things which look bad in the eyes 
of the law. Finally team up with 
bandits so they’ll be on hand to nab 
them. 


This is as good an example of a 
badly made western as has been 
around this season. McCoy’s idea of 
dramatics is to roll his eyes to in- 
dicate he’s. sharp. For comedy 
Ralph Peters lets his whiskers 
grow and the leading lady, Pauline 
Hadden, shows more back and 
shoulders than face. Every fight 
looks like the director forced the 
principals into it. 


How far it misses is indicated by 
the youngsters, who offer only po- 
lite cheering, on cue. There isn’t 
anything really dastardly enough to 
hiss—except maybe the — pic. 

rt. 





Peluqueria de Senoras 


(‘Beauty Parlor’) 
(ABGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Sengs) 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 4. 

EFA production and release. Stars Luis 
Sandriri, Amanda Ledesma and June Mar- 
lowe; features Hector Quintanilla, Suzy del 
Carril, Eduardo Sandrini, Iris Martorelli, 
Lalo Malcolm, Eduardo Delabal, Sara Bar- 
rie, Pedro Probisti and Antonio Francia. 
Directed by Buis Bayon Herrera. Reviewed 
at Monumental theatre, Buenos Aires, Run« 
ning time, 86 MINS. 





A light comedy without any great 
pretense, ‘Peluqueria de Senoras’ 
(Beauty Parlor’) serves mainly as a 
vehicle for stage comic Luis San- 
drini and is likely to be excellent 





boxoffice, not only in Argentina but 
throughout Latin America. Sandrini, 
who for a long time depended on 
double entendre, especially in his 
footlight efforts, and consequently 
seemed weak on the screen, has the 
best cinema role of his career. Un- 
der Luis Bayon Herrera’s fine direc. 
tion, he takes advantage of the role to 
the full, and while he’s not overly 
convincing in the rough and tumble 
stuff, he delivers a comic line in 
Spanish with the best of them. 

Story was adapted by Julio F. Es- 
ecobar from a French playlet. It’s 
about a hairdresser who unwittingly 
wins success as a boxer. He deserts 
his manicuring sweetheart for a 
Yanqui gal, who, oddly enough, is 
played by June Marlowe, only U. §S. 
actress in local picts. He wins a 
championship; the U. S. gal accepts 
him, and he goes off with her. She’s 
his ruination, however, and he be- 
gins the downward path. It all turns 
out well, from the local point of 
view, at least, when he goes back to 
his old love and the beauty shop. 

Kidding of the Yanks is all in good 
fun, however, with Miss Marlowe de- 
liberately overplaying to caricature 
her role. Sandrini holds interest 
from beginning to end, although the 
story bogs down in the middle, 
Amanda esma, long a top favor- 
ite here, does as well as possible in 
a weepy part, but she’s pretty well 
shoved to one side. 

Most of the music is entrusted to 
Suzy del Carril, who hasn’t much 
voice but plenty of expression. Num- 
bers by Alberto Seifer are good, as 
are songs by Sciammarella. Special 
note is due Juan Carlos Marturano, 
as Sandrini’s double in the boxi 
scenes. Photography and ne 9 " 

ay. 


PAPA TIENE NOVIA 


(‘Papa Has a Fiancee’) 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(Musical) 
Buenos Aires, Dec. 7. 
EFA  produetion and release. Stars 
Amanda Ledesma; features Aida Tuz, Ale 


berto Bello, Felisa Mary, Elsa del Campillo, 
Hugo Quintanilla, Pablo Vicuna, Zully Mo- 
reno, Hugo Pimentel, Billy Days, Lydia 
Denis. Story, Leon Mirles. Directed by 
Carlos Schiieper. Reviewed at Monumental 
theatre, Buenos Altres. Running time, 82 
MINS. 





This is a good, well-handled musi- 
cal comedy and is likely to be pop- 
ular with Latin audiences both in 
and outside of Argentina. Carlos 
Schlieper, who did the megging, 
shows by this newest EFA release 


that he is moving into the cass of 
top-ranking Argentine directors. 
Taking a simple story, he’s used it 
as a basis for a bright, picturesque 
and, at times, tender and emotional 
yarn in tune with the turn-of-the- 
century period in which it is Jaid. 


Story is about five daughters of a 
widower who, learning that he is 
coming back with a sweetheart, asks 
an actress to vamp him and stop the 
wedding. The actress does such a 
good job that daddy finally asks for 
her hand. Gals, who have learned 
to love the real fiancee, who has 
helped them in all their love af- 
fairs, finally bring the two together 
after papa finds he has been fooled. 


Amanda Ledesma, blonde looker, 
who rates as one of the leading Ar- 
gentine younger film stars, is tops. 
Her singing shows improvement al- 
though, as usual, sound is badly re- 
recorded. Lydia Denis draws par- 
ticular comment for her freshness 
and naturalness in a supporting role. 
Alberto Belio as papa, Felisa Mary 
and Hector Quintanilla, in parts that 
require both comedy and emotional 
skill, and Hugo Pimentel, as the 
timid suitor, are also okay. Ray. 


UN HOMBRE BUENO 


(‘A Geod Man’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, Dec. 9. 
Filmadora Independiente Argentina pro- 
duction released by Distribuidora Panamerie 
cana, Stars Severo Fernandez and Eme- 
peratriz Carvajal: features Cayetano Biondo, 


Jose Castro, Claudio Martino, Judith 
Sulian, Julio Blanquet, Max Vitelli, Luis 
Cuda and Mileo y Plastino. Story. Bliseo 
Montaine; music, Francisco Canaro and 
Peter Samson; directed by Carlos Torres 
Rios. Reviewed at Monumental, Buenos 
Aires. Running time. 66 MINS. 

This indie production strikes a 
new low in Argentine films and 


should serve to convince a lot of 
local would-be film makers that it 
takes more than a camera, a room 
and a lot of Latin enthusiasm to 
make a picture. Film shows cheap- 
ness of production, weak direction 
and inferior sound and photography. 
Severo Hernandez, who plays the 
lead, is the only personality who has 
done anything much in locals previ- 
ously. Young actress, Judith Sulian, 
shows she might have something, but 
the featured femme, Emperatriz Car- 
vajal, has neither looks nor ability. 

Story’s about a waiter who protects 
a young couple having financial diffi- 
culties. His good heart gets him 
mixed up with a con gang and he is 
rapidly taken over by the gal who 
fronts for them. Everything goes 
wrong and he’s cleaned out, but, 
noble soul that he is, he returns to 
the platter-carrying circuit anyway. 

Although Grade G, even for here, 
this one was given a A billing by the 
Monumental, top national release 





house. Somebody got gypped. Ray. 
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War News Combines With Pre-Xmas 
Slump to Bop Chi Biz; Tonk’ Solid 
$14,000 on Sd, ‘Flying’ Same on 1.0. 








Chicago, Dec. 16. 


The war and pre-Xmas shopping 
are being felt sadly at the local 
cinemas currently. e trend started 
down last week and currently the 
decline continues, with theatres 
deeming themselves lucky to break 
even. The number of holdovers also 
hurts. 

Long run film is ‘Sergeant York,’ 
which is bucking the war news to a 
big degree and registering a neat 
$5,500 for its eighth session. “Honky 
Tonk’ continues brightly at the 
State-Lake for a solid $14,000 on the 
third week. ‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ at 
the Palace, is slipping considerably 
under the double pressure but is still 
good at $14,000 or thereabouts on 
first holdover stanza. ‘Dumbo’ comes 
in next. 

‘The Maltese Falcon’ with Martha 
Raye on the stage will show a profit 
at about $32,000 but under the pre- 
vious week’s biz. ‘Target for To- 
night’ teamed with ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ is doing nicely at the Roose- 
velt at $12,000, with the former film 
credited currently for this surprise 
trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Slipping fast and not figured to go 
beyond this week at $5,000, all right, 
after having snagged $6,400 last 
week. 

Chicage (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and stage 
show. Martha Raye headlining on 
stage. Okay at $32,000. Last week, 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Folies Bergere’ 
unit hit the skids after a good start, 
for $35,200, satisfactory but less than 


expected. 
Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-6575) 
—York’ (WB) (8th wk). Unlike 


other pictures, it is helped by the 
war news, nice $5,500 following a 
satisfactory $6,800 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-44- 
55)—I Killed a Man’ (Mono) and 
‘Screwballs of 1942’ on stage. Off 
in the general decline, fair $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Married Bachelor’ 
(M-G) and Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis or- 
chestra unit on stage, nice $18,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (RKO). Dip- 
ping on holdover to good $14,000, 
after having smashed through last 
week with ‘South Tahiti’ -(U) to 
23.300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—"Target Tonight’ (WB) and 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). Good $12,- 
000. Last week, ‘Swamp Water 
(20th) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th) (2d 
wk), mild $7,100. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G ») (3d 
wk). Brilliant $14,000 this week 


after hefty $22,200 last session. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75) —‘Two- Faced Woman 
(M-G) (3d wk). Picture aided by 
Legion of Decency squawk, solid 
$11,000 following a fine $16,300 last 
week. 


Cincy In Upbeat; ‘Swamp’ 
Wham $9,000, ‘Scandal’ 
10G ‘Kathleen’ N.G. 326 


Cincinnati, Dec. 16. 
Cinema patronage is now reflect- 
ing early recovery of spirit by natives 
after war’s sudden outburst at this 





ordinarily dull pre-Xmas_ period. 
‘Swamp Water’ in Shubert and ‘De- 
sign for Scandal’ at Albee are the | 
best currently. Legion of Decency 
halted picketing of ‘“Two-Faced 
Women’ after two days at Palace 


Pic is doing good on moveover week 


at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50 )— | 
‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G), eight | 
days. Fairly good $10,000 Last 


week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U), five 
days, poor $5,000. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50 )— 
*Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (move- 
over from Palace). Good $5.000. 


Same last week on ‘Keep "Em Flying’ 
(U) (2d run). 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO) and ‘Riders Purple 
Sage’ (20th). split with ‘Kid Kansas’ 
(U) and ‘Public Enemies’ (Rep). 
Okay $1,900. Ditto last week with 
‘Last Duanes’ (20th) and ‘Man at 
Large’ (20th), divided with ‘Shining 
— (WB) and ‘Arizona Cyclone’ 
(U). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Lydia’ (UA), five days. Sorry $2,- 
500. Last week. ‘International Lady’ 
(UA), slow $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50)— 


‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Dull $3.500. Last 
week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th), swell 
$5,000. 

Lyric (RKO) (28-33-42) — ‘Keep 


"Em Flying’ (U) (3d run). All right 


vt 


$3,500. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (3d run), mild $2,500. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Skylark’ (Par). Limp $6,000. Last 
week, “Two-Faced oman’ (M-G), 
big $14,000. Above expectations, due 
mainly to picketing by Legion of 
Decency in condemnation of the film. 
Catholic censorship group suspended 
bannering of theatre after two days. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th). Sensational 
$9,000 and holds. Theatre is recess- 
ing vaudfilm policy for fortnight be- 
cause of pre-Yule lull. Resumes 
stage shows 26 with Martha 
Raye as headliner. Last week, ‘Un- 
expected Uncle’ (RKO) and Andrews 
Sisters and Joe Venuti’s orch, at 33- 
44-60-cent scale, good $12,000. 


‘Intl. Lady’-‘Vanities’ 
Unit $18,000 in Pitt; 
‘2-Faced Woman’ 1436 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 

Bottom’s dropping out of every- 
thing here this week. Usual pre- 
Xmas slump is being intensified by 
the war, but biz is up in the last 
few days. Radio continues to keep 
‘em at home in the evenings and 
afternoon play is going to the stores 
and not the movies. 

Ace attractions, however, are 
holding back a total collapse, with 
‘Two-Faced Woman,’ in one of its 
last releases before being withdrawn 
for revisions, keeping the Penn’s 
head above water, although nowhere 
in money belt to which Garbo pix 
are usually accustomed. Stanley 
has ‘Vanities’ with ‘International 
Lady’ and Earl Carroll name has 
marquee value, although not too 
much now under the circumstances, 
and among other new pictures, 
‘Swamp Water’ doing fair at Senator. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)—Ap- 
pointment Love’ (U). Maybe $4,000, 
about half what picture like this 
would ordinarily do. Last week, 
‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) fell off 
sharply in abbreviated 2-day third 
week h.o. to around $700, but ey 
okay on 16-day run, around $20,000. 

Penn (woew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—"Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). No 
organized action against Garbo pic- 
ture, but controversy seems to help. 
Fair week at $14,500, very satisfac- 
tory now. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par), about $13,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-50)—‘Died 
with Boots On’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Moved here after successive weeks 
|at Warner and Penn and not much 
left for it. Around $2,000, not so 
hot. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
(M-G), which followed same route, 
about $2,200. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
i—Swamp Water’ (20th). Manage- 
ment sold this one on horror angle. 
Good $6,000. Last week, ‘Never 
'Rich’ (Col), in 3 days of second 
week about $2,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-60-66) 
| —‘Int’l Lady’ (UA) and Earl Carroll 
‘Vanities’ unit. ‘Vanities’ seems to 
be filling need for escapist stuff. 
Pretty good $18,000. Last week, 
‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), plus 
| Johnny Long band and vaude, got 
;socked down the stretch, but okay 


$22,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-50)— 
|‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Moved from 
Penn. Routine $4,800. Last week, 
|‘Died with Boots On’ (WB), satis- 


factory $6,500. 


Thin Man’ Big $12,000 


I D 
In Improved Denver 
Denver, Dec. 16. 
With effect of war news on 
theatre business now dwindling, 
most houses are staging a strong 
|comeback. ‘Shadow of Thin Man’ 
|and ‘Father Takes a Wife’ at the Or- 
| pheum is the best in town, and holds. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). Moveover 
from the Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Hot Spot’ (20th), also from 
the Denver, $4,000. 
(1,040; 28-40)— 


Broadway (Fox) 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). Moveover 
from the Denver. Fair $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Suspicicn’ (RKO) and ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle’ (RKO), after two 
weeks at Orpheum, good $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par). Meagre $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par) 























the 





and Major Bowes’ Unit on stage, big 
$13,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 


| ‘erent Water’ (20th) and ‘Go West’ 
‘(Col). Nice $10,000. Last week, 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 18 


Astor —‘The Chocolate Sol- 
dier’ (M-G) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in Vartery Oct. 15) 

Broadway — ‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(8th week). 

(Reviewed in Varrery Oct. 1) 

Capitel—‘Kathleen’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variery Nov. 12) 

Criterion — ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U) (4th week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 26) 

Music Hall—H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 19) 

Paramount — ‘Birth of the 
Blues’ (Par) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Sept. 8) 

Rialto— ‘Among the Living’ 
(Par) (13). 

(Reviewed in Varisery Sept. 3) 

Rivoli—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in Varrety Oct. 29) 

Roxy—‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) 
(8th week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 19) 

Strand—‘Blues in the Night’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety Nov. 5) 

Week of Dec. 25 

Astor—'The Shanghai Gesture’ . 
(UA). 

Broadway — ‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(10th week). 

Capitol—‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (2d 
week). 

Criterion—‘Sun Down’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety Oct. 15) 

Music Hall—‘H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.’ (M-G) (2d week). 

Paramount — ‘Birth of the 
Blues’ (Par) (3d week). 

Rialto—The Wolf Man’ (U) 
(20). 

Rivoli—‘Hellzapoppin’ (U). 

(Reviewed in current issue) 

Strand—‘You’re in the Army 
Now’ (WB). 

(Reviewed in Varisry Dec. 3) 


D.C. Still Of: 
Scandal Plus 
Vaude 0.K. 156 


Washington, Dec. 16. 


They’re not going back to the the- 
atres yet in the capital city. Grosses 
took a dive the first of last week, 
knocking props from under every- 
thi but ‘Keep 'Em Flying,’ at 
Keith’s. Garbo’s “ITwo-Faced Wo- 
man’ at Palace, still managed to hold 
the lead, but under what it should 
have done normally. 

Current leader is ‘Design for 
Scandal,’ at the Capitol, only okay 
$15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) plus 
vaude. First to come back after war 
news boffed biz, all right $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th), | 
plus vaude, not confirmed, flopperoo | 
$12,500. 








Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (move- 
over). Okay $4,000 for third main- 
stem week. Last week, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier’ (M-G) (moveover), thin 
$3,300. 

Earle (WB) (2,216: 28-39-44-66)— 


‘Lydia’ (UA) plus vaude. N.s.h. $13,- 
000. Last week, ‘Appointment Love’ 
(U), plus vaude, off to the same 
light figure. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.830; 39-55)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d _ wk).} 
Okay $7,000. Last week, same film, | 
good $12,500 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 


‘Birth Blue (Par) (moveover) 
Average $5,000. Last week, ‘Died 
With Boots On’ (WB) (moveover), 
| so-so $5.500 in 10 days | 
Palace (Loew) (2,242: 28-55)—/| 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
Good $10,000, folowing’ excellent 





$18,000 first stanza. 


| clably 
$42,000 on initial seven days con- 


‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Private 


Nurse’ (20th), same at $10,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) | 

—Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) andj 

‘Father Takes Wife’ (RKO). Big 


$12,000, and holds. Last week, ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Date 
With Falcon’ (RKO), fine five days, 
$9,600. Pulled because of 
protests. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Devil Pays 
Off’ (Rep). Trim $6,000. Last week, 
‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and ‘Swing 
Soldier’ (U), fine $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—-‘Wake 
Up Screaming’ (20th), after a week 
at each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Stork Pays’ (Col). Fair $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Internationel Squadron’ 
(WB), moveover from the Para- 
mount, and ‘Double Trouble’ (Mono), 


church | 


lof $4,500. 


B'way B.0.’s Tumbling Act; Men’ 
Quiet $70,000, ‘Feminine’ Sour 106, 
Blues*Stage Show Slim $25,000 





War hysteria, Christmas shopping, 
bad weather on Saturday (13) and 
holdovers, plus sub-par quality of 
new attractions are making Broad- 
way plenty cheerless this week. Ever 
since the yellow sons of Nippon 
nipped us at Hawaii and Honolulu, 
business has been away off keel but 
managers believe that it will right 
itself immediately after Christmas. 


The Paramount and the State, with 
new shows, are in the best shape, 
but both would be doing more under 
normal conditions. ‘Birth of the 
Blues,’ plus Orrin Tucker band and 
Bonnie Baker, brought the Par 
$42,000 on the first seven days ended 
last night (Tues.), quite good 
view of everything. 

Also resisting all adverse factors 
is the State with second-run of ‘Thin 
Man’ and the Artie Shaw orchestra. 
This house did as well Saturday as 
Sunday, only one on the street that 
did, and, in spite of a general Mon- 
day letdown, is holding its own well 
enough to wind up on the week with 
$24,009 or close. 

Music Hall’s ‘Men in Her Life’ will 
be lucky to get $70,000, disappoint- 
ing, while the Strand is in the soup 
with ‘Blues in the Night,’ Count 
Basie and Hattie McDaniel. Latter 
looks only $25,000, perhaps less. Due 
to booking commitments, show holds 
over. 

‘Feminine Touch’ is extremely 
light at the Capitol, where on 
$10,000 or a bit better is indicated, 
and tomorrow (Thurs.) the manage- 
ment ushers in ‘Kathleen,’ which 
will be held over for Christmas. 

Criterion continues steady with 
‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ the third week’s 
$10,000 being good. Holds another 
week. 

Holdovers of ‘Rise and Shine,’ 
‘Green Was Valley,’ ‘Swamp Water’ 
and ‘Chocolate Soldier’ are all poor 
to mild, while ‘Dumbo,’ now in its 
eighth week at the Broadway, is 
okay. Astor, where ‘Soldier’ exits 
Dec. 22, will bring in ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ on a continuous. pop-priced 
policy Christmas Day. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (8th wk). Last week (7th) 


through Monday (15) dropped to $6,- 
400, as against $9,400 for the prior 
(6th) week. ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
opens here Christmas day (25) on 
continuous policy at same scale as 
now in force. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)—‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (8th 
wk). Affected by war, but still o.k. 
profit-getter at indicated $12,000 this 
week (8th). Last stanza (7th) was 
$16,500. 

Capitol (Loew’s) 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G). No allure and looks only 
$10,000 tops, very bad. Last week, 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) also passed 
up, but not quite as much at $15,000. 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G) comes in tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


(4,620; 35-55-85- 








Criterion (Loew’s). (1,062; 35-44-55- 


75)—‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) (4th 
wk). On the third week through 
last night (Tues.) good at $10,000. 
The second week was. excellent, 
$16,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (5th wk). 
Around $4,200 seen, slow, but not 
far behind prior (4th) week’s take 


‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G), 
next on the schedule, will probably 
open Saturday (20), but possible 
premiere date may be shoved a little 
closer to Christmas. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 





| 99)—‘Birth 


| person 


; lers) 





good $2,000. 


65-75) — ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) opens 
|here today (Wed.) singly, following 
two recent weeks at the Music Hall 
first-run. ‘Weekend in Havana’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Cadet Girl’ 
1(20th) (1st run) got only $6,000, 
while ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Marry Boss’s Daughter’ 
(20th) (1st run) managed but $6,500, 
in both cases weak. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
of Blues’ (Par) and, in 
Orrin Tucker, Bonnie Baker, 
others (2d wk). Held down arovre- 
by current conditions, but at 


night (Tues.) still a 
Starts second week to- 


last 
good profit. 


cluding 


| day (Wed.), with a third also sched- 


uled. The third week of ‘Skylark’ 
(Par) and the Harry James-Ray Bol- 
ger combination, strong money- 
making show, was $34,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
(5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—‘Men 
in Her Life’ (Col) and stageshow. 
War interfering markedly here; no 
more than about $70,000, mild, indi- 
cated. Last week, third for ‘Suspi- 
cion’ (RKO), $71,000, fair enough. 
‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) with annual 
Xmas show on stage. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594: 28-44-55)— 
‘Among the Living’ (Par). Doing 
o.k. considering all things at $6,000. 
Last week. ‘Confessions of Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), $5.600. 

Rivoli (UA) (2.092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—‘Green. Was Valley’ (20th) 


wk). Begins eighth and final week 
today (Wed.); seventh through yes- 
terday (Tues.) was $14,000, mildish, 
but not far behind the $16,500 gar- 
nered the prior (6th) lap. ‘Helizae- 
poppin’ (U) is due for Christmas. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 35-55-65-75-85) 
—‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) and stage- 
show (2d-final wk). Bogging down 


on holdover to $22,000. The first 
was $35,000, considerably under 
hopes. ‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) 


moves in Friday (19). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Artie Shaw. Very 
steady biz means $24,000 or close 
good take. Last week, ‘Honky Tonk 
(M-G) (2d run) and; in person, Ger- 
trude Niesen, Diamond Bros., Milt 
Britton, shaded $26,000, excellent. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Blues in Night’ (WB), plus 
Count Basie and Hattie McDaniel on 
stage. It’s the blues in spades h2re 
this week, only $25,000 or less, but 
show holds over due to booking 
commitments and desire for new bill 
at Christmas time. Last week, third 
for ‘Died with Boots On’ (WB) and 
Wovdy Herman, topped $28,000, good 
encugh. 


PULHAM’ 126, 
BALTO TOPPER 


Baltimore, Dec. 16. 

Slump that set in with declaration 
of war is easing a bit with rather 
better than usual trade reported for 
‘Look Who’s Laughing,’ at the combo 
Hipp; ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’, at 
Loew’s Century, and ‘International 
Squadron,’ at the Stanley. The Hipp 
film, nicely combined with a strong 
vaude layout headed by Maxine Sul- 
livan, is leading the parade with a 
fairly wide margin. Rest of town 
is also out of the doldrums consider- 
ing the approaching pre-Christmas 
slump. 

_Estimates For This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 17- 
28-44)—‘Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). Sat- 
isfying $12,000. Last week, ‘Sun- 
down’ (UA), steady until blitzed by 
war news, fairish $9,200. 








Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66 ) — ‘Look Laugh- 
ing’ (RKO), plus vaude layout 


headed by Maxine Sullivan, making 
a strong comeback for a rosy $15,- 
000. Last week, ‘Men in Life’ (Col). 
plus vaude, fell down to a bleak 
$10,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Keep ’'Em Flying’ 
(U) (3d wk). Holding up in good 
Style at $6,500 after a bangup §$21,- 
900 for previous brace. 


(2,406; 17- 


New (Mechanic) (1.581: 17-98-25- 
44) — ‘Confirm Or Deny’ (20th ), 
Fairish $5,500. Last week, ‘S wamp 
Water,’ dull $3,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280: 17-28-40-44- 
55) — ‘International Squadron’ 
(WB). Fair response at $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), 
opened strong but faded, winding up 
with $9,300. ; 


Lincoln Also on Skids 
But ‘Screaming’ $2,500 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 16. 
War via radio whammed theatre 
, takes midweek and still is a fac- 
ter. . 


Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Mon: e-Nob'e-] 

(750; 10-15-20 )—‘Marshall Mesa City’ 
(RKO) and ‘East of River’ (WB) 
split with ‘Dispatch Reuters’ (WB) 
and ‘Red River Valley’ (Rep). Light 
$500. Last week, ‘Riders Mountain’ 
(PRC) and ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (RKO) 
spit with ‘South Suez’ (WB) and 
‘Ghost Town’ (PRC), fair $700. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44 )—*Wake Screaming’ (20th). 
Fairish $2,500. Last week, ‘Flying’ (U) 
Started big but nosed down to pretty 
good $3,100. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236: 10-20-28)— 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB) and ‘Perfect 
Snob’ (Par). Meagre $1,300. Last 
week, ‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) 
and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), mild $1,400. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986: 10- 
25-30)—‘West Lady’ (Col) and ‘Har- 
mon Michigan’ (Col) (6 days). Do- 
ing fairiy well, $1,600. Last week, 
‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col) and ‘District Ate 
torney’ (Rep) split with ‘Lady Scar- 
face’ (RKO) and ‘Scattergood Meets 
Broadway’ (RKO), okay $1,800. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100: 10-30-44)— 


‘ederer) 








| ‘Lydia’ 


(UA). Slim $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO), slowed up 


(8th } to all right 3.009. 


a a 
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if | EVERY DAY YOU CAN HEAR IT CALLING ON THE FRONT PAGE OF YOUR OWN NEWSPAPER! 


A Charles K. Feldman Group Produetion starring 


Elizabeth BERGNER + Randolph SCOTT 
wh Basil RATHBONE 


Gale SONDERGAARD « Edward CIANNELLI 
Charles ARNT «© Lee j. COBB 


Originot Screen Ploy by Benjamin Glazer and Chorles $s ,Kavimon Original sory eliaborator, 
John $. Toldy + Directed by EDWIN L. MARIN * Produced by BENJAMIN GLAZER 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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Boston Still Strong: ‘Go West’ Plus 
J. Dorsey $23,000 Love -Krupa 296 


vv 


Boston, Dec. 16. 
The war scare did not dent film 


trade bere last week until Tuesday, 
q@hen fhe air-raid warning and false 
epor of blackouts kept customers 
om Jimmy Dorsey and his band 


t the RKO-Boston is running about 
eck-and-neck with Gene Krupa, 
upported by Tony Martin, on the 
fret stage. 

‘Sergeant York,’ now playing the 
aramount and Fenway after two big 

Soe at the Met, is still staunch at 
jlted prices; and holdovers of ‘Keep 

Flying,’ at the Memorial, and 

lham, Esq.,’ at the Orpheum and 
tate, are both hot. 

Estimates for This Week 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-44-55- 
5)—"Go West’ (Col) with Jimmy 

rsey band unit on stage. Sockeroo 
23,000. Last week, ‘Date With Fal- 
on’ (RKO) and Cab Calloway band. 
18,800, okay. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 40-55-65)— 
Sgt. York’ (WB) continued run from 
wo weeks at Met. Very good $7,000. 
t week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
“Lives Not Enough’ (WB), $5,500. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
-44-55 )—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and 
oon Over Shoulder’ (20th) (2d 
kk). Dandy $14,000. Last week, 
me combo tallied $22,000, nifty. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 40-55- 
5)—‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 
ene Krupa band and Tony Martin 
n stage. Wham $29,000. Last week, 
gt. York’ (WB) (2d wk), $15,500, 
Good on six days. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
5)—‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
upper’ (Col) (2d wk). Extremely 
ood $16,000. Initial stanza, $23,400, 
ecko. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 40-55-65) 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) continuing run 
om two weeks at Met. Nifty $12,- 
0. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
0th) and ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ 
B), mild $9,500. 
State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-55 )— 
: . Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Sing 
upper’ (Col) (2d wk). Big $11,500. 
ast week, terrific $19,000. 
anslux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
4)—‘City Lights’ (Mono) and ‘Mob 
fe) *(U). So-so $3,000. Last week, 
lg Enemies’ (Rep) and ‘Stork 
ays Off’ (Col), sagged to $2,200. 


DOG DAYS IN MEMPHIS, 


‘PULHAM’ $4,500 BEST 


Memphis, Dec. 16. 
Biz nosedived this week as the war 
cafe really hit Main Street. Town 
ung to radios for news. ‘H. M. Pul- 
anh, Esq.’ at Loew’s State is the only 
ng that looks like real bait. 
Estimates for This Week 
Ico (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
exas’ (Col) and ‘Men Her Life’ 
oot), split week. 
ight get so-so $4.000. 
kylark’ (Par), $4.500. disappointing. 
State (Loew) (2.600: 10-33-44)— 
Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). Likely 
better than’ average $4,500. Last 
week, *‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G), 
$5,500, tailspin after strong start. 
Palace (Loew) (2.200: 10-33-44) 
wamp Water’ (20th). Modest $3.500. 
,ast week, ‘Rise. Shine’ (20th) $4,000, 
about as anticipated. 








“Blues in Night’ Plus 





| to see something good at the theatres 





|‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). 


| 
| 





| 
} 


| ‘Scandals’ unit. 
Between them4$10,000. Last week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ 
Last week, | 


| 


to do | 





Warner (WB) (2.000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). Indifferent 
3,600. Last week, ‘Died Boots On’ | 


B) (2d wk). $3,800, okay. 

Strand (Lightman) (1.000: 10-22- 
83)—‘Nothing Truth’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days: ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col). one 

ay, and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U). three 
Gays. In-and-out week looks for 
$1,400. Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) 
(2d run); three davs: ‘Devil Pavs Off’ 

Rep), one day: ‘Buy Town’ (Par), 
ree days, $1,500. only fair 





Flying’ Great $16,000 
In Offish Jersey City 


Jersey City, Dec. 16 
First-run houses here have been 
eriously hurt by the war this week 
Bianley, showing ‘Keep ’'Em Flying,’ 
$8 the single high grosser. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55 )—* 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and ‘Girls 
bout Town’ (Col). In spite of 
e weekend prices, a poor $11,- 
. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
-G) and ‘Broadway 
A), good $14,000. 
Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
> "Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Marry 
os?’ Daughter’ (20th). Heavy busi- 
fess Saturday and Sunday pushing 
take to a great $16,000 or there- 
abouts. Last week, ‘Weekend Ha- 
Vana’ (20th) and ‘Small Town Deb’ 
(20th), strong $14,500. 
State (Skouras) (1,500; 30-35-55) 
‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Stork 
Pays’ (Col). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
wamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Cadet 
irl! (20th), powerful $13,500. 


Limited’ 





| 70% 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
i . ae $1,522,500 
(Based on 27 cities, 184 thea- 
tres, chiefty frst runs, tnctuding 
B. ae 





Total Gross Same Week 
Se Se $1,342,700 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 theatres) 








‘Scandals’ Solid 106 
In Sagging Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 16. 

Boxoffices acted as though they | 
had been hit by a bomfsshell and not | 
by a blackout. Suburban houses took | 
the biggest dive. Business was about 
of normal at major houses but 
gg improved over the week- 
end. 

The first few days of the blackouts 
were counted against last week. With 
the current week the blackout orders 
were shoved back to 1:30 a.m., but 
late attendance still was affected. 

Palomar has Duke Ellington and 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ running against 
the Orpheum with George White 
‘Scandals‘ unit with ‘Blues in the 
Night’ and ‘American Co-ed,’ with 
latter best here. ‘ 

Theatre ads are advising patrons 








and forget about the war. 


Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)— ‘Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G) and ‘Unholy Partners’ (M-G). 
From Paramount, fair $3,000. last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Buy 
Town’ (Par) (2d wk), dropped off to 
okay $2,600. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 


— Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Night Jan. 
16’ (Par). Look for nice $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G’ and 
‘Unholy Partner’ (M-G), okay $6,700. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Tar- 
get Tonight’ (WB) (moveover from 
Orpheum). Up to fair $3,000. Last 
week (40-50-65), ‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
(8th wk, 9 days), good $2,800. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and ‘Ring- 
side Maisie’ (M-G) (2d run). To 
blah $2,200. Last week, ‘Woman Is 
Mine’ (U) and ‘Night Tropics’ (U) 
(2d run), fair $2,500. 


‘LAUGHING’-‘FALCON’ AT 
TOP IN INDPLS., $7,506 


Indianapolis, Dec. 16. 
The biggest name in the downtown 
sector this week is ‘Santa Claus’ and 
he is tough on the theatres. 


of red ink around with only ‘Look 
Who’s Laughing’ and ‘The Gay Fal- 
con’ at Indiana standout. 


Estimates for This Week 








Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Spitfire’s 
Baby’ (RKO). Thin $6,500. Last 


week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unex- 
pected Uncle’ (RKO), same at $6,500. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 
‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Under expecta- 
tions at $7,500, but best in town. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), sad $6,000. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Secrets 
Wolf’ (Col). Meagre $6,200. Last 
week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA), fair $7,500. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
40)—‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Secrets 
Wolf’ (Col). Meagre $6,200. Last 
week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (U). fair $7.500. 

Lyrie (Kotz-Dolle) (1,900: 25-30- 
40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Livine’ (Par) (3d wk) (moveover). 
Slim $3,000. Last week, same bill in 
second stanza slightly in black at 
$4,200. 


XMAS HITS MONT’L 








‘R.A.F.” (20th), ‘Our Wife’ (Col) (2d 
run). Around $3,000. Last week, 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Lady 


‘Retirement’ Trim $6,500—Garbo 6G 
Holdover, ‘Eve’ 5G on 2d 





Montreal, Dec. 16. 





Be Good’ (M-G) (2d run), $2,800, 
weak finish. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
Flounder- 
ing for $4,300. Last week, ‘Choco- 
late Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G), fair $6,600. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (4th wk). Taper- 
ing off at $7,700. Last week, same 
film, $4,500, good in spite of dive. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G) (moveover 
from Fifth). Oke $8,100. Last week, 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Par- 
son of Panamint’ (Par) (2d wk), 
slumped to fair $2,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-50-65 )— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘American 
Co-ed’ (UA), plus George White’s 
Doing nicely at solid 


(WB) and ‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) 
(9 days), held up best to big $9,800. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 23-35- 
50-58 )—‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) and 
Duke Ellington band. Fairly good 
$7,500, but below hopes. Last week, 
‘Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Tuxedo Junc- 
tion’ (Rep) and stage show, fair 
$5.600. 


Week before Christmas has a flock 
|of repeats with nothing standout and 
mediocre biz in sight. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
‘Started with Eve’ (U) (2d wk). 
Likely mild $5,000 after good $7,500 
last. week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) and ‘Stork 
Pays’ (Col). Good $6,500. Last week, 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘We 
Go Fast’ (20th) (2d wk), good $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Neat $6,000 in sight after very good 
$8,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53)— 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) and ‘Cracked 
Nuts’ (U). Fair $3,500. Last week, 
‘3 Girls’ (Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ 
(Col), weak $3,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) 
‘Sundown’ (UA) 


(1,100; 30-40-60)— 
(4th wk). Meagre 
$1,800. Last week, mediocre $2,200. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘La Mort du Cygne.’ 
Fair $1,200. Last week (3d), ‘Charette 
Fantome,’ $900. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Les Musiciens du Ciel’ and ‘La 
Marraine du Charley.’ Okay $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Angele’ an’! ‘S.O.S. Dix 





Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 


Grand,’ weak $3,000. 


Plenty | 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


ee Es . wn pS aawe ns $251,900 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Tota! Gross Same Week 


* NS a6 ocala ee $265,200 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Philly Biz Still Down 
But ‘Glamour Boy’ And 
‘Sweater’ Unit $20,000 


Philadelphia, Dec. 16, 

The dual blitz of war and the 
usual pre-Christmas letdown is 
pushing film biz to new low levels. 
Although there was a slight pickup 
over the weekend the general out- 
look is plenty blue. Only the 
comedies are drawing anything like 
respectable coin. 

Only one newcomer is faring any- 
where near usual style, ‘Shadow of 
Thin Man.’ ‘Glamour Boy’ is just 
easing into the par class, aided by 
the ‘Sweater Girl Revue,’ unit. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO). Slim 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO) likewise thin at $7,000 for 
holdover week. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—New York Town’ (Par) (2d run). 
Opened Sunday (14) to unexciting 
biz. Last week, ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G) yanked after four days with 
only $1,100 in the till for a second 
run try. 

Boyd 
‘Shadow 








(WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
Thin Man’ (M-G). Only 
bright spot at okay $15,000. Last 
week, “Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
(2d wk), good $13,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Glamour Boy’ (Par) with ‘Sweater 
Gir] Revue’ on stage. Fairish $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) 
with. Shep Fields orch, mediocre 
$18,500. 


Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Rise, Shine’ (20th). Nothing sunny 
about this at paltry $11, Last 


week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par), fair 


$9,000 for its second week. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Died with Boots’ (WB) (2d run). 
Not bad $4,500. Last week, ‘Hot Spot’ 
(20th), laid a $3,000 egg. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 46-57-75)— 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d run). Ninth 
week in midtown sector and still in 
chips with $5,000. Great in view of 
conditions. Last week, grand $7,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 
Even Abbott-Costello can’t buck 
trend, mildish $10,000 for holdover. 
Last week, same combo good $17,500. 


Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Checking in with good $6,000 for 


h.o. sesh. Opener almost hit Stanton 





house record with socko $10,000. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Theatre Biz Shaking Off Effects of Blackouts, War Jitters— 
‘Confirm or Deny,’ ‘Laughing,’ ‘Scandal’ Up Front 





Improved business over the weekend in larger key is only so-so in St. Louis, doing modestly at Boston 
i , and about the same for Baltimore. 
‘ities most severely hit by war jitters, air-raid alarms ger aaellier : : , 
era : , ok - hae Javlicht ‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) is showing new promise 
and blackouts is assisting exhibitors to see daydight with $20,000 in two theatres in Los Angeles and 
for the first time in nearly a week. This is par- trim coin in Denver. ‘Blues in the Night’ (WB) is 
ticularly true of Los Angeles, San Francisco and credited with a good $7,000 in Providence but at New 





j ton 


Seattle where a temporary cessation of blackouts or 


more lenient regulations is helping 
back to the theatre. 
pear to suffer as much from war 
points. 


Brightest glimmer in whole alignment as viewed 


by picture business is that it probabl 


war news, biackouts, etc., are coming along in_ the 


pre-Christmas slump because the 
tomers would have proved a bigger 
during a normally strong period. 


While exhibs continue to juggle their bills so much, 
with no concerted bookings on new, strong product, 


an appraisal of newcomers is diffi 
Scandal’ (M-G), ‘Confirm or Deny’ 

(M-G), and ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) 
seattered spots. None is 


with vaudeville but slow at B 


Many inland cities did not ap- 


outstanding 
‘Scandal’ is rated fair in Cincinnati, okay in Washing- 


' show. 
to bring patrons 


news as coastal 


‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
in with rosy business when carefully handled. Helped 
by vaude, it is hefty in Baltimore. 


York’s Strand it’s weakish at $25,000 despite a stage 


(RKO) continues to check 


‘Keep 'Em Flying’ 


(U) is holding up in fine shape though mostly in 
second and third weeks. 


y is a break that 


mount in N. Y. 
around, and still 


sparsity of cus- 
sock to the b.o. 


‘Birth of Blues’ (Par), which has been registering 
highly profitable business at every spot played, bucked 
the frend by chalking up a solid $42,000 at the Para- 


‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) still is 
plenty okay. ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 


is not feeling the war slump so much, 


cities reported 
it a leader in 
Cleveland, fair 
theatres on its 


cult, ‘Design for 
(20th), ‘Kathleen’ 
are appearing in 
thus far. 


uffalo. ‘Confirm’ 


‘H. M. Pulham’ 
by ‘Variety’ correspondents showing 
Baltimore, okay 
in Frisco and $27,500 in two Boston 
second week. 
also is traveling along in good shape. 

Probably will be Christmas 
atre b.o. is back to anything near normal. 


(M-G) looms as a hit, additional 
in Buffalo, nice in 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 


week before the the- 


L.A. Biz Tosses Off Slump Caused 
By Blackouts; ‘Shine’ $20,000 For 
2 Spots, ‘NY. Town’ Good $11,500 


4 





Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 

Picture business, pushed up sharply 
starting Friday (12) and continuing 
through Sunday, is making the trade 
generally look a lot better than early 
indications tipped. Elimination of 
blackouts and practice ones turned 
the tide after it appeared like about 
the worst week in many years would 
be recorded. 
Early and late shows still are off 
but others continue strong and in 
some places are within 20% of nor- 
mal. Managers are optimistic now 
that air-raid alarms are better reg- 
ulated plus folks getting over the 
jitters. Another factor in their favor 
is the closing of all big stores not 


‘later than 6 p. m. instead of usual 


9 p. m. shuttering several weeks be- 
fore Christmas. 

Best combo was polled by the Chi- 
nese and State with ‘Rise and Shine’ 
crowding to $20,000. Pantages and 
RKO counted around $14,000 for the 
third week of ‘Keep 'Em Flying,’ 
which is better than the third week 
oe the previous Abbott-Costello pic- 
ure. 

New York Town’ and the holdover 
of ‘Appointment for Love’ gave the 
Paramount $11,500 on the week. Wil- 
shire picked up a good $6,500 on 
‘Two-Faced Woman.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034; 30- 
44-55-75)—‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Fair $9,000. Last 
week, “Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th), 
Garbo paying off with anticipated 
$13,000. 
Downtown (WB) (1.800: 30-44-55) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (2d wk) 
and ‘Bill of Rights’ (WB) (short). 
Not too bad at $4500. Last week, 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Tanks 
Coming’ (WB short). slithered some- 
what for mild $7,400. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘All Money Buv’ (RKO) (4th 
wk). Slim $2,500. Last week, felt 
forced run for meagre $3,000. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 
—Kane’ (RKO) (9th wk). Extremely 
mild $2,500. Felt the grind as well 
as Xmas‘ doldrums for thin $3,000. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 30-44-55) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) (2d wk) 
and ‘ill of Rights’ (WB chort). Slim 
$5.500. Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ 
(WB) and ‘Tanks Coming’ (WB). 
Slightly ahead of downtown day-and- 
dater for light $7,600. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2.200; 30-44-55) 
—‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (WB) plus stage show. Not 
so good $6,500. Last week, ‘Riders 
Purple Sage’ (20th) and ‘Mystery 
Ship’ (Col), as expected, $8,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Stood up sur- 
prisingly well at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Burma 
Convoy’ (U) down to $7,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55) 
—‘New York Town’ (Par) and ‘Ap- 
pointment Love’ (U). Foregoing 
stage shows indefinitely for straight 
film policy. Solid $11,500, which is 
mighty good under circumstances. 
Last week, ‘Appointment for Love’ 
(U) and tabloid musical, ‘Meet the 
People’ on stage, spanking $17,000. 
RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO). Still showing 
strength for a satisfactory $8.900 third 
session. Last week, ‘Keep Fm Fly- 
ing’ (U) and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U), 
trim $10,000. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2.204: 30-44- 
55-75)—Rise, Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Way out ahead 
of its Hollywood day-dater at sturdy 


$11,000. Last stanza, ‘Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Marry Boss 
Daughter’ (20th), slick $16.000 


United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


30-44-55)—"T' wo-Faced Woman’ (M- 
G) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th). Only slightly under better 
takings here at $4,000. Last week, 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Great 


Guns’ (20th), stimulating $4,900 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th). 
Climbing to a solid $6,500, which is 
okay on moveover. Last week, 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Guns’ (20th), satisfactory $4,100. 


REPORT L. A. MANAGERS 
IN Q. T. UNIONIZATION 


Hollywood, Dec. 15, 

Revealed Monday (15) that a 
group of Los Angeles theatre ma&n- 
agers are being organized and ape 
plication made to AFL for charter, 
All names and movements are be- 
ing shrouded in secrecy until word 
is received from union headquarters, 

Aubrey Blair, AFL International 
rep, has asked a ruling from William 

















Green on their status as managers or 
employers. 
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THRILL to the first flight of the "Kitty Hawk"... 
THRILL with America's want war ace, Capt. Eddie 
Rickenbacker, in action 


“wings o. 

B., action . . 
Es air heroes—Byrd, Chamberlain, Post, Rogers, Earhart, 
'"4 Elder and others... THRILL to General Billy Mitchell's 
... THRILL to America’s 


mighty air power blasting its enemies from the skies! 


forecast of war in the air 




















SEE 


uth Elder, the 
First woman to fly 
across the Atian- 
‘tic Ocean! 


Amelia Earhart 4 
as she appeared ee 
before her ill-fated | 
flight over the 
Pacific! 


< 
4 GRO? 


Bm Ruth Nichols as 
sho returned alter Bagg 
satire. a new ai 





never returned! 


General Billy 
Mitchell as” be 
forecasts the’ com: 







An exploitation special timed for the. minute! 
Vividly portraying America’s air-might as it : 
shouts defiance at the ruthless aggressors! 


. THRILE Sid WONDERS Ree 
Pothe: freak designs. ee “helped America get its ae 
. THRILL -to the first American air- bombers. 

_ THRILL ONCE AGAIN with America’ ee 





Captain Eddi 


Rickenbacker; 


America's great 
est War ace;.. sea 
actual Warld War f 


combat! 





Wiley Post and! 
Will Rogers onl 
the world-flight 
from which they 












i World Premieres in Dayton and Dallas ! — NATIONAL RELEASE, DEC. 31 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Det. Exhibs Still Happy; ‘York’ Best 
At Hefty $28,000, Swamp Sweet 176 








Detroit, Dec. 16, 

Neither the war, weather nor 
Christmas shopping have put the 
skids under grosses here and down- 
town house managers are in a happy 
daze. Despite all adverse factors, 
last week’s grosses topped estimates 
and this session is continuing to 
build. Makes Detroit, with its de- 
fense coin, still the top unpredict- 
able spot in the country. 

Smash here is ‘Sergeant York,’ 
which opened just four days after 
the outbreak of war and is climbing 
up to a huge $28,000. It is a break 
away from the solid array of duals 
in town being teamed with ‘Minstrel 

ays,’ a short. 

Fox is average with ‘Swamp Water’ 
and ‘Unexpected Uncle.’ As proof of 
further strength here in a normally 
off week, the other three first-runs 
are playing along with holdovers, 
plus some fresheners with the top 
picture, for healthy grosses. 


Estimates for This Week - 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col). Moved over after a strong 
week at Fox with a nice $6,700 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 
(U) (3d wk) and ‘Secrets Wolf’ 
(Col), fair $6,200. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 40-55- 


65)—‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Un- 
expected nele’ (RKO). Trim 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and ‘Texas’ (Col), strong 
$22,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65 )—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). They’re 
Oing all out for this one, sock 
28,000. Last week, ‘Look Laughing’ 
(RKO) plus Erskine Hawkins and 
Ink Spots on stage, bettered expecta- 
tions for great $36,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 


8,000; 40-55-65)—‘Look Laughing’ 
KO) and ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO). Former moved over from 


Michigan with a freshener for nice 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par) (8d wk) and ‘Broadway 
Limited’ (UA), fair $7,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2.000; 40-55-65) — ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Shining 
Victory’ (WB). Not bad $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G), 
coupled with ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), 
fair $10,000. 


‘SUNDOWN’ $14,500 IN 
BADLY HIT ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 

Apathy towards picture shows 
caused by the war, two snow storms 
since the current week began and 
Xmas shopping start the current week 
off sluggishly. Jerking of ‘Two 
Faced Woman’ was an aid to Loew’s, 
where ‘Design for Scandal’ was hast- 
ily subbed for the controversial film. 
Theatre again leads town currently 
with ‘Sundown.’ 

’ Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-44)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 
(UA). Good bally may enable this 
dualer te reach $14,500. Last week, 
‘Design Scandal’ (M-G) arid ‘Secrets 
Lone Wolf’ (M-G) grabbed solid $12,- 
200, just average but best in town. 

Ambassader (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Mel- 
ody Lane’ (U) (2d wk). May snare 
$6,000 to add to the $10,000 on first 


week. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th-Fox) and 
‘New York Town’ (Par). So-so 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Keep Flying’ (U) 
(3d wk) and ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO), 
good $9,800. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Keep Flying’ (U) and ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) Slim $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and 
Foot Heaven’ (WB), mild $3,600 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 
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‘One | 
| showing 


30-40 )— | 


‘Swamp Water’ (20th-Fox) and ‘Great | 


Guns’ (20th-Fox). May hit $3,500, 
which will be okay. Last week, 
‘Started With Eve’ (U) and ‘Appoint- 


ment Love’ (U), about average $3,200. | 


‘Sun Valley’ Way Out In 
Front at Mpls., $9,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 





Snow, pre-Christmas influences 
and the war are holding down 
grosses. But business is holding up 


remarkably well. ‘Sun Valley Ser- 
enade’ is way ahead of competish, 
folks Jere going for winter resort 
film. ‘Keep ’Em Flying,’ moved from 
Orpheum to the Century and con- 
tinues to bring ’em in profitably. 
Newspaper ads on it carry a line— 
‘what this town needs right now is a 
darn good laff.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Three Girls’ (Col) and ‘Gay Falcon’ 
(RKO). Fairly good $800 in four 
days indicated. Last week, ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO) and ‘Stork Pays’ 
(Col), split with ‘Bandit Trail’ 


44)—‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and | 
‘World Premiere’ (Par). Mild $8,000. | 
Last week, ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and | 
|‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th), about 
$7,800, very slow. 





(RKO) and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ 
(RKO), oke $1,800 in eight days. 
Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44)— 

‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 


Switched from Orpheum here after | 


a big first week. Nice $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), good $4,500 after big $10,200 
first week, 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Father 
Takes Wife’ (RKO). Mild $2,000. 
Last week, ‘Law Tropics’ (WB), also 
thin at $2,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
‘Charley's Aunt’ (20th). Mild $5,200. 
Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U), 
good $8,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)—‘Sun 
Valley’ (20th). Off to a fast start. 
Big $9,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO), $6,500, mild. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 28-39)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par). First 
nabe showing and Bob Hope tops in 
popularity here. Big $3,800. Last 
week. ‘Belong to Me’: (Col), first 
neighborhood showing, good $3,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 28-39)— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (2d wk). Light 
$1,200. Last week, ‘Ladies Retire- 
ment’ (Col), mild $1,500. 


‘Maltese’ $9,000 Best 
In Murky Prov.; Spivak 
And ‘Swindle’ NS.G. 66 


Providence, Dec. 16. 
_War and Christmas shopging com- 
bination is hurting plenty. Since 
Rhode Island is a heavy center for 
defense industries, the jitters are 
particularly felt. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Blues in Night’ (WB) and ‘Smiling 








Ghost’ (WB). Good $7,000. Last 
week, ‘International Squadron’ (WB) 
and ‘Sing Chorus’ (RKO), oke 
$7,500. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—"H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) 
and ‘Sing Supper’ (Col) (2d run). 


Fair $3,100. Last week, ‘Keep “Em 
Flying’ (U) and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ 
(U) (3d downtown wk), nifty $3,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U) and vaude on 
Stage. Fairish $5,000. Last week, 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) and vaude, 
good $6,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Small- 
Town Deb’ (20th). Single bright 
spot here with nice $9,000 in offing. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th) and ‘Great Guns’ hefty $10,- 
000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Charlie Spivak band plus Mil- 
dred Bailey and ‘Great Swindle’ 
(Mono). Fair $6,000 on three days. 
Last week, Artie Shaw band and 
‘Citadel Crime’ (Rep), same period, 
wham $10,000. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘American 
Co-Ed’ (UA). Weak $8,000. Last 
week, ‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G), 
snappy $14,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 


‘Night Jan, 16’ (Par) and ‘World 
Premiese’ (Par). So-so $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Aldrich President’ (Par) and 
‘New Wine’ (UA), wéak $4,000. 


‘SCREAMING’ $8,000 IN 
OMAHA; ‘PULHAM’ 66 


Omaha, Dec. [6. 
Pre-Christmas period and the war 





kayoed the boxoffice, but only for a | 


General buildup is slowly 
with customers 
‘I Wake Up Screaming’ and ‘Sergeant 
York’ on its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orphtum (Tristates) (3,000, 10-30- 


few days. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-44) 
—H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) and 
‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB). Meagre 
$6.000. Last week, ‘Two-Faced Wo- 
man’ (M-G) and ‘Man at Large 
(20th), didn’t benefit much by pub- 
licity for Garbo, wobbly $6,400. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) and 
‘Ellery Queen. Murder Ring’ (Col). 
Nearly floppo at $3,000. Last week, 
‘Took Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Lady 
Scarface’ (RKO), very big $5,500. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
40-55 )—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) single fea- 


tured (24 wk). Nice $7,500. Last 
week, $10,500, big. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 


‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Re- 
luctant Dragon’ (RKO) split with 
‘Crimes Gestapo’ (UA) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Good $900. Last 
week, ‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Lady 


going for | 


and ‘Buck Privates’ (U), better than 
ordinary $1,100. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Red River Valley’ (Rep), ‘Flying 
Blind’ (Par) and ‘Disputed Passage’ 
(Par), triple split with ‘Oklahoma 
Frontier’ (U), ‘River’s End’ (WB) 
and ‘Paper Bullets’ (Indie), ‘Black 
Cat’ (U) and ‘Television Spy’ (Par). 
Mild $800. Last week, ‘Masked Rider’ 
(U), ‘Parachute Battalion’ (RKO) | 
and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB), triple split | 
with ‘Desperate Trails’ (U), ‘Happi- 
ness’ (WB) and ‘Hidden Gold’ (Par), 
| ‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Tight Shoes’ | 
(U), pale $700. 


‘FLYING’ CONTINUES AS 
BUFF TOPPER, $10,000 


Buffalo, Dec. 16. 

The war seems to have knocked 
theatre consciousness out of the 
heads of local patrons and biz is still 
sagging. ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ at 
Lafayette is the exception and | 
standout, after setting an all-time 
record for the house last week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) and ‘Small 
Town Deb’ (20th). Oke considering 
around $9,500. Last week, ‘Skylark’ 
(Par) and ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), fair 
$9,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Design for Scandal’ (M-G) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th). Slow $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Wake Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th), 
stumbled to less than $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Body 
Disappears’ (WB). Enthusiastic re- 
views helping to good $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Rise, Shine’ (20th) and ‘Per- 
fect Snob’ (20th), tepid $6,400. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Sing 
Chorus’ (U) (2d wk). Still zooming 
brilliant $10,000. Last week, record- 
smashing $17,000. 
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‘Love -Stooges-C. Bruce Wham $23,000 
In Steady Cleve.; ‘Pulham’ Nice 136 





Follies’ on stage, one of best weeks 
since house opened two months ago, 
$5,800. 


Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 11-30-44) | 


’™ 
A _— 





Cleveland, Dec. 16. 
Key houses are pulling themselves 
out of a brief b.o. dive caused by 





—Men in Life’ (Col) and ‘Secrets | WT jitters. ‘Appointment for Love,’ 


Wolf’ (Col). Like ali 


down’ (UA) and ‘Niagara Falls’ 


| (UA), average $7,000. 


Newman “(Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d wk) 
coupled with ‘Night of January 16 
(Par) as new dual partner. Fair 
$5,000 for second stanza. Last week, 
‘Skylark,’ good $7,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) 
—Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Under- 
ground’ (WB). One of lesser weeks 
here, $4,500. Last week, ‘Look 
Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Spitfire’s 
Baby’ (RKO), solid $8,500. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 


‘Burma Convoy’ (U) plus Clyde Mc- 
Coy band on stage. Meagre $5,200, 
one of lowest here. Last week, 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) with Sally Rand 
heading stage show at 50c top, good 
$9,000. 


L’ ville in Doldrums; 
‘Men in Life’ OK $7,000, 
‘Screaming’ Mild 736 


Louisville, Dec. 16. 
War news and usual pre-Christ- 
mas slump is boffing b.o.s here- 


abouts but distress signals are not 
out. Sentiment locally is that as 
time goes on public will come back 
in force. 

Estimates fer This Week 











20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—‘International Lady’ (UA) and 
‘Weekend Three’ (RKO). Fair 
enough $6,500. Last week, ‘Sundown’ 
(UA) and ‘Sailors Leave’ (Rep), 
$10,000, strong. 


K.C. Hits Bottom But 
Skylark’ $5,000 H. 0. 


Kansas City, Dec. 16. 
Biz is what there is least of at the 
theatres this week. Combo of war 
news and holiday shopping is to 
blame. In keeping with the season, 








Newman is the best bet. 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043: 11-39-44)— 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) day-and- 


date in both spots. Low $4,400 for 
combo. Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ 
(20th) (2d wk), strong $6,000. 
Mainstreet (Indie) (3,040; 
44)—Forced Landing’ (Par) 
‘Everything Goes’ on stage. 
weight $4,300. 
Alibi’ (WB) with Jackie Green and 
Loie Bridge heading ‘Grandmother’s 


with 





the attractions are not so good. | 
‘Skylark’ as a holdover coupled | 
with ‘Night of January 16’ at the 


11-28- | 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue)— 


| (1,400; 15-30-40) —“Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘Niagara Falls’ (VA). Medium 
| $1,800. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 


| Man’ (M-G) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ 
(Col), right $2,300. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
—Belle Starr’ (20th) and ‘Harmon 
Michigan’ (Col). Fair $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Re- 
| luctant Dragon’ (RKO), excellent 
| $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 


30-40) —‘Secrets Wolf’ (Col) and 
‘Men in Life’ (Col). Running’ be- 
‘hind previous weeks, fair $7,000. 


| Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Ni- 
agara Falls’ (UA), came through 
for best in town, medium $7,500. 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,100; 
15-30-40) —- ‘International Squadron’ 
(WB). Doing well as a single, prob- 
ably fine $4,500. Last week, ‘Mai- 
tese Falcon’ (WB), fairish $3,200. 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
| 15-30-40) —‘Wake Up Screaming’ 
| (20th) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th). Mildish $7,500. Last week, 
| ‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Sailors Leave’ 
(Rep), lightweight $6,500. 





second week at $3,500. Last week, 


same pair sweet $6,000. 





Frisco Biz Of 50-70% on Blackouts; 
‘Maltese’ Acer $14,500, Pulham’ 116 





San Francisco, Dec. 16. | 





of blackouts, theatres will need extra 
lred ink this week, One first-run | 
| alone went $4,000 in the hole during 
| the first few days of the alarm ses- 
| sions. Estimates given are based on | 
| the assumption there will be no fur-j; 
| ther blackouts before the end of the | 


week. Unless the alarms hold folks | 
in their homes, figures should im- 
prove because some houses are be-| 
| ginning to fight back, particularly 


the Golden Gate, which has signs in 
the lobby pledging continuous en- | 
tertainment despite the war. Best 
sign was the way weekend biz picked 
up. 

"The boys also pooled on a not-too- 
showy, all-type ad in the news sec- 
tions of the dailies which read: ‘The 
show MUST and WILL go on. Your 
Theatres Are Open and Operating as 
Usual. The only change is the cur- 
tailment of outside lighting in co- 
operation with the Citizens’ Defense 
Committee.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Target | 
for Tonight’ (WB). Hoping for $14,- 
500, okay. Last (2d) week, ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Cadet 
Girl’ (20th), closing days caught in 
blackouts, knocking it down to 
$12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Weekend Three’ (RKO) and 





Be Good’ (M-G), split with ‘Wild 
Geese’ (20th), ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) 





‘Meet the People’ on stage. 


Here's a | j 


show which ordinarily would tmean 


With business 50-70% off because | money, but it’s only so-so at $13,000. | 


Last week, ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO) and 


j 


others this | solidly supported by the combo of 
| week, weak $5,000. Last week, ‘Sun-| Three Stooges and Carol Bruce on 


the stage. pushing the Palace to the 
week’s topper at $23,000. 

Even the State is pulling nice 
crowds with ‘Pulham, Esq,’ while 
‘Weekend in Havana’ is tuning up 
Hipp for a worthwhile figure. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alien (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (3d wk). 
Nifty $4,000, after reaping a pleasant 
$5,000 on first moveover week from 
Hipp. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Secrets Wolf’ (Col) and ‘Swing 
Soldier’ (U). Fairly good $1,400 in 
four days. Last week, ‘Latins Man- 
hattan’ (Col) and ‘Sailors Leave’ 
(Rep) mild $600 in three days. 

Cirele (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘Spitfire’s Baby’ (RKO) and ‘Spooks 
Run Wild’ (Mono). Unexciting 


(UA) plus ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) (2d 
run) fine $5,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700: 30-35-42- 
55)—“Weekend Havana’ (20th). It’s 
the exploitation that’s delivering a 
solid $12,500. Last week, ‘Started 
with Eve’ (U) coasted down to 
$10,500. 

Lake (Warner) (800: 30-35-42-55) 


—Eve’ (U) (2d wk). Just ordinary 
$2,500 on moveover. Last week, 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) (3d wk), anemi¢ 
$2,000 


Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—Appointment Love’ (U) with 
Three Stooges and Carol Bruce in 
vaude. Elegant $23,000 on tap. Last 
week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) with 
Jan Savitt’s orch reversed all esti- 
mates in a stanza of low grosses by 
climbing up to grand $22,900. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G). Nice start 
| spells $13,000. Last week, ‘Sundown 
(UA) waned, $10,500, so-so. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35-42. 
55) — “‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Doing the biggest h.o. bi 
in town, $7,500, after a giant $8,500 
last week. 


NEWARK BIZ 25%, OFF 
BUT ‘HAVANA’ $12,000 


Newark, Dec. 16. 

The war has caused a 25% drop in 
attendance at most houses. Proctor’s, 
with ‘Weekend in Havana’ on holds 
over, and Adams with Tony Pastor’g 
band and ‘We Go Fast,’ are getting 
the town’s strongest business. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—We Go Fast’ (20th) plus stage bill 
including Tony Pastor’s band and 
five extra vaude acts Monday night, 

















Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400;| Nice $14,000. Last week, ‘Private 
| 15-30-40) —‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and | Nurse’ (20th), Tommy Tucker band 
Light- | ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Good ex-|]and the additional Monday stage 


Last week, ‘Strange | ploitation on horror angle, profitable | show, fair $12,000, 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-38-44-55) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U). Good $13,000 i 
sight. Last week, ‘Appointment Love 
(U) and ‘Woman Is Mine’ (U), dull 
$11,500 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44 )— 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) and ‘Married 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Dull $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Started With Eve’ (U) and 
| ‘International Squadron’ (WB), poor 
| $2,200. 

Littie (Indie) (300; 33-39-55 )—‘Sing 
Bali’ (Indie) and ‘She-Devil Island’ 
(Indie) (4th wk). 
week, ditto $2,400. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-44-55)—Night Jan. 16’ (Par) and 





Buddy Rogers band dropped off to | ‘Glamou: Boy) (Par). wens ee 
$13,500 when the war broke on final | Last week, Bus poey sah ae 
days a wits ‘ - ed °. 90 ec 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- _proctor’s RKO) 2.400 28-44-55 ee 
40-50) —Tadies in Retirement’ (Col) Weekend Havat i As h) oe . Man 
and ‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col). Ali that’s; at Large’ (20t! ) (2d wk ) and five 
certain here is red ink—no estimate, | V@Ude ac ae y ane ; Tue sday 
Last (3d) week, ‘Keep '"Em Flying’ | ©YEDInss. Fine $12,000. Last week, 
(U) and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U) (ist wk), | wh ch also included vaude, great 
scraped through with an okay $6,000. | $16,500 . 1° ns 
Paramount (F-WC) (2.470: 35-40- | State (Loew 3) (2 600: 28-33-44-55) 
50)—‘Skvlark’ (Par) and ‘Sailor's | —Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and “Three 
e KY le « € We > | 43099 ~ aE ae 9 
Leave’ (Rep) (2d wk). Between “padey Sy 2 Pet, Somes rare 
7,000 and $9,000 if all goes well. Last | “3S' Ween, ac ata) ain 
$7 $9 s and “Broadway Limited’ (UA), dis- 


(1st) week, mild $12,000. 

St. Francis (F-*VC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
’Cadet Girl’ (20th) (moveover). Third 
week on street. Ordinarily would 
get $5,000, but probably less as things 
are. Last (2d moveover) week, 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and ‘Sons 
of Guns’ (WB), finished under $5,000. 


appointing at $12,000. 





Songwriter Roles Too 
Close, Switch Ameche 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 





United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100: 35-40-50) —‘Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘American Co-Ed’ 


an estimate on tap. Last (3d) week, 
same combo, $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650: 35-40-50) 
—H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) and 
‘Marry the Boss’ Daughter’ (20th). 
Fairly good $11,000 considering the 
blackouts. Last week, ‘Rise. Shine’ 
(20th) and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), fin- 
hed at $9,000, n.s.g. 


(4th wk). | 
Looks bad here, too, with not even | Dresser in 


Don Ameche, wh played Stephen 
Foster in ‘Swanee River,’ has been 
switched out of the role of Paul 
‘My Gal Sal’ at 20th-Fox., 
Studio execs decided it wouldn't be 
good policy to use the same actor in 
another songwviter part so soon. 

Decision caused a double shift, 
moving Victor Mature into the 
Dresser role and John Payne into 
the spot left vacant by Mature in 
‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point.’ 





$2,600. Last week, ‘American Co-Ed’ . 


Good $2,000. Last 
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WORLD PREMIERE, CHRISTMAS DAY, 
ASTOR THEATRE, NEW YORK CITY 


Arnold Pressburger’s Roadshow Production of the 
thunderbolt play that was so dramatic that it became a 
legend! Two solid years on Broadway and then it toured 
America from coast to coast with smashing success. Now the | 
memorable picture is ready for new millions to acclaim! 





— —— 





POPPY—seventeen, lovely and wealthy .>. entangled 
by @ half-mad love for the sinister DR. OMAR 
(played by Gene Tierney and Victor Mature.) 

















VAN AALST — witty and philosophical 
Dutch official. He only arrests gam-' 
- DIXIE POMEROY—She's known in New blers who deal him a bad hand} 
" York, San Francisco and Bombay. The (Played by Albert Basserman) — 
Shanghai police will catch up with her 

GUY CHARTERIS — ail his wealth and ony minute. (Played by Phyllis Brooks) 


4 4 
MOTHER GIN SLING — head of a lavish power are hopeless against the most 





notorious woman in Shanghai..(Ployed 


gambling casino. What is the grim pur- by Walter Huston) 


pose behind her mask-like face? - 
: (Played by Ona Munson-Belle 
Watling of GWTW) 


t Aral Pusshnger pusets “The SHANGHAI GESTURE’ 


starring 


| GENE TIERNEY.. water HUSTON. * VICTOR cToR MATURE - ona MUNSON 


with Phyllis Brooks « Albert Basserman & . Maria Ouspenskaya 
Eric Blore * Clyde Fillmore“ ‘ves bedeff » Rex Evans’ 


| Directed by JOSEF VON STERNBERG 


Hi Adapted by Josef Von Sternberg with | the collat collaboration of Geza Herczeg, 
Karl Volimoeller and Jules Furthman ¢- From the play by John Golton 
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Kalmine Calls First Home-Office 
Confab of Warner Zone Managers 





The first home office eating of 
Warner zone managers to be held 
since Harry Kalmine was made as- 
sistant general manager of the cir- 
cuit, was held yesterday (Tues.) 
with Kalmine ek James 
Coston, Nat Wolf, I. J. Hoffman, Don 
Jacocks, C. J. Latts, Ted Schlanger, 
Moe Silver, John J. Payette and 
Howard Waugh were the zone chiefs 
called in. 

H.o. WB execs attending session 
were Joseph Bernhard, Clayton 
Bond, Harry Goldberg, Leonard 
Schlesinger, Frank Phelps, Sam E. 
Morris, Abel Vigard, W. Stewart 
McDonald, Harry Rosenquest, Louis 
Kaufman, Herman Maier and Frank 
Cahill. 

Warner Bros. yesterday (Tues.) 

‘started a 16-week sales drive, ex- 
tending to April 11, under the head 
of ‘Vitagraph’s Drive of Champions.’ 
Prizes totaling $25,000 will be dis- 
tributed among the four winning dis- 
trict managers and the 10 branches 
showing the best results during the 
period. Details have been worked 
out by A. L. Schwalberg, in charge 
of exchange operations, who is drive 
captain. ! 

Field advertising-publicity men of 
the Warner circuit were brought 
into New York Monday (15) for a 
meeting presided over by Harry 
Goldberg, their h.o. head, and to see 
‘King’s Row,’ forthcoming release. 
They were addressed by the new top 
They were addressed by Kalmine. 





Freeman, Cobb Resign 
Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 16. 


Surprise resignations of Charles 
Freeman, manager of the Century 
for last five years, and his assistant, 
Kenneth Cobb, forced city manager 
William Cadoret to transfer Arthur 
Krolich, manager of the Regent, 
to the Century. John Menzies, RKO 
Palace, was switched to Century as 
assistant, and Glenn Heinrich, Re- 
gent assistant, tcok charge of that 
house. 

Al Longo, assistant manager of 
Loew’s for less than a month, was 
called back to Boston for draft ex- 
amination and prospect of im- 
mediate call into ths Army. 

Albert Fenyvessy, Arnett theatre, 
and Ed Burton, assistant manager of 
the RKO Temple, both recently re- 
leased from service because over 28, 
expect early recall. 





Cleve. Lake’s Staff, Policy 
Cleveland, Dec. 16. 


Guy Ellis made manager, with 
Proctor Jones as assistant, of the 
downtown Lake which Warner Bros. 
has reopened. Besides hiking ad- 
mish to 55c, WB is giving the 800- 
seat house more latitude in policy 
than it has ever had in previous 
years. 

In addition to first-runs, it will) 
take moveovers from both the Hipp 
and the RKO-operated Allen. 








Netter’s N. C. Junket 


Leon Netter, Paramount home | 
office theatre executive who is a 
member of the board of North Caro- 
line Theatres, Inc. (Kincey-Wilby), 
returned to New York Monday (15) 
after attending a special directors | 
meeting held in Charlotte, N. C., 
Friday (12) to consider year-end | 
dividends. North Carolina Theatres | 
is a closely-held corporation § in 
which Par has a major interest. 

An annual party for Kincey-Wilby 
managers in the Carolinas was held | 
Friday night (12), while one for the | 
K-W Alabama-Tennessee group was | 
held yesterday (Tues.). 





W-K Honors 18 Service Staffers 
Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 16. | 
Eighteen former theatre managers 


and assistant managers’ recently 
called into the armed forces were 
honored by the 12th annual party of 
Wilby-Kincey theatres here Friday 


(12) night at a dinner and dance 
Some 80 managers of Wilby-Kincey 
theatres in the Carolinas and Vir-| 


ginia attended the dinner and dance, | 
which included a testimonial drive | 
for H. F. Kincey of Charlotte and | 


R. B. Wilby of Atlanta. Dolly Dawn 
band played for the dance that fol- 
lowed the banquet. 





Buck Smith Aides John Walsh 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 


Buck Smith, former manager of 
Melrose theatre in Brentwood here 
and more recently in charge of 
Colonial in Wheeling, W. Va., assigned 
to Fulton here by Shea interests as 
general assistant to manager John 
Walsh in charge of press work. He 
replaces the late Owen Cleary, who 
died several weeks ago after a long 
illness. Smith was spotted in Pitts- | 
burgh by Shea circuit when it closed | 
the Colonial, a last-run operation, 
after operating house at a loss for 
some time. Theatre had been taken 
over by the company from Leon 
Reichblum, owner of small circuit 
in this territory, 

Variety Club’s American Legion 
Post, No. 589, las: week elected its 
officers for 1942. Commander is 
C. C. Kellenberg, of 20th-Fox ex- 





| 


at WB, succeeding Jerry Lewis, re- 
signed. Rylander, who joins Colum- 
bia Dec. 22, will be assistant to Frank 
P. Rosenberg, company’s exploitation 
manager. 


change and retiring chief barker of 
Variety Club, and others are: senior 
vice-commander, Brian McDonald; 
junior vice-commander, Joe Hiller; 
adjutant, James G. Balmer; finance 
officer, Joe Misrach, and sergeant- 
at-arms, Archie Fineman. Retiring 
commander was Harry Kalmine, re- 
cently promoted from WB zone 
manager here to head of company’s 
theatre department, 

Benefit drive here for former Film 
Row employees closed with total] of 
nearly $400, James Alexander, 
treasurer and head of Republic ex- 
change, announced last week. Money 
has already been distributed by 
Film Mutual Aid committee. 





Lexway, Balto, Sold 
Baltimore, Dec. 16. 

Lexway, 300-seat downtown subse- 
quent-run house, has been purchased 
by Sam Soltz and associates for a re- 
ported price of $90,000. Soltz, who 
operates the Howard, also a down- 
town second-run spot, bought theatre, 
plus its equipment, from Mutual Life 
Insurance Co., of New York, and Max 
A. Cohen. $ 





Wellman’s Post 
Girard, O., Dec. 16. 
Peter M. Wellman, manager of 
Wellman Theatres, was elected presi- 
dent of the Girard Businessmen’s As- 
sociation for the coming year. 





Troxler’s Shift 
Salt Lake City, Dec. 16. 
David Edwards, general manager 

of Jos. L. Lawrence chain, desig- 
nated William Troxler manager of 
new house, the Paramount. He 
comes from the Southeast, one of 
the Lawrence chain. 





Sy Waxman Called 
Atlantic City, Dec. 16. 

Sy Waxman, manager of Holly- 
wood theatre, called for active duty 
in Navy Monday (15). Waxman is a 
chief boatswain’s mate and will be 
assigned to General Staff at Phila- 
delphia Navy Yard. 


PAR’S SONG BALLY OF 
IRVING BERLIN TUNER 


As the Irving Berlin filmusical, 
‘Holiday Inn,’ courses towards re- 
lease next summer, Paramount will 
exploit and trailerize it via a series 
of holiday songs, at the respective 
holidays. ‘White Christmas’ will be 
the first song trailer, an excerpt 
from the Bing Crosby-Fred Astaire 
musical; ‘My Heart Belongs to You’ 
for Valentine’s Day; ‘Easter Parade,’ 
naturally for that season; a patriotic 
song at Washington’s Birthday, etc. 
Berlin has 14 original tunes in the 
film, and ‘Easter Parade’ is the only 








Audience Reaction 





The Circle theatre on Colum- 
bus Circle, N. Y., has been doing 
well with an ‘Is It Propaganda, 
or Is It Entertainment?’ cycle 
of dual revivals, showing anti- 
Nazi and kindred type themes. 

Even before the Jap war the 
conclusions via audience ballot- 
ting was heavily in favor of ‘en- 


tertainment,’ even though ‘Es- 
cape,’ ‘Underground,’ ‘Night 
Train,’ ‘Confessions of Nazi 


Spy,’ etc., were of like pattern. 


Bob Gillham Would 
Stagger Par Theatre 
Ads to Aid 2d-3d Runs 


Bob Gillham, just back from 
Miami, where he set up ad cam- 
paigns for Paramount pictures, is 
committed to the idea of devoting 
extra ad space to the sub-runs, and 
not dumping everything on the first- 











run. Because of the scattered 
Zeography of Miami and Miami 
Beach, where pre-runs, first-runs 


and the subsequents play day-and- 
date at the Beach and in Miami 
proper, Gillham figures that all Par 
product can benefit from a wider ex- 
ploitation spread on the pictures, as 
they come down through the sundry 
allocations. 


A significant keynote to Gillham, 
incidentally, on intensified interest in 
amusements was the survey which 
John Knight, publisher of the Miami 
Herald, No. 1 sheet there, conducted 
last midsummer, when it was strictly 
a native poll. Sans tourists, the 
Herald still found that interest 
ranked (1) in local news and (2) in 
the amusement section. Then came 
international news, etc., and since 
the amusement linage carries the top 
ad rate always, it’s a_ significant 
media finding for any publisher. 

That’s true of many a local com- 
munity which, until America became 
actually at war with Japan, found 
international or national news of 
secondary interest to the gossip in 
their own community. 


USO-CSI PRESS DEPT. 
IN HORNE’S OFFICES 


Publicity department of USO-Camp 
Shows, Inc., moved yesterday (Tues- 
day) from headquarters of that or- 
ganization to the Hal Horne office. 
Horne, who does special. publicity- 
exploitation for 20th-Fox and other 
accounts, has been named public re- 
lations adviser to CSI and will have 


| 











reprise. 

Bally stunt was worked out by 
Berlin and George Brown, head of 
Par publicity on the Coast. The 


gross, since he has a percentage deal 

on the b.o. 
Songsmith, 

Monday (15) 


Readying ‘Hellz’ Bally 


Carl Erbe has been set to handle 
exploitation on Universal’s ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ in Miami. Eddie Bonns is 
ahead of the picture in Atlanta. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ will be shown at| 
the Fox, Atlanta, New Year’s Eve 
in conjunction with a carnival night | 
at $2.20. Similar idea is planned for 
the Capitol, Miami, after picture is 
shown Christmas day at the Lincoln 
and Surf theatres, Miami Beach. 


incidentally, got in 
from the Coast. 








Insult to Injury 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 16. 

Manager of the Eastern, neighbor- 
hood house, did not mind refunding 
admission fees to patrons when fire 
caused by film burning in the pro- 
jection room last week caused the 
house to be filled with smoke and 
the program to stop. 

However, when bystanders at- 
tempted to join the refund line, | 
police were called. 


FITZGERALD, RYLANDER SET 


Warners press department orl 
added John Fitzgerald, last ae | 








Steve Hanagan, while Columbia 


| took on Al Rylander, who was with 


Tom Fizdale, for special exploita- 
tion. 
Fitzgerald is to handle the columns 





general supervision of  publicity- 
exploitation. 
| John B. Lewis, press chief for CSI 


Pepper, Henderson Keynote National 
Emergency at Philly Variety Club Feed 





Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

In an atmosphere made grim and 
tense by the hostilities which have 
finally engulfed the U. S., the Variety | 
Club of Philadelphia held its | 
seventh annual banquet at the Belle- | 
vue-Stratford hotel Sunday night 
(14). 


Gone was the clowning and horse- 
play of past years as serious-faced 
men heard speakers tell of the long, 
hard days ahead. And the speak- 
ers were men who know whereof 
they speak—statesmen, military men, 
economists. True, there was the 
usual topnotch stage show, the witty 
toastmaster, gags and stories, but 
from the opening invocation by 
Rabbi Louis Wolsey, until the ad- 
journment way past midnight, World 
War II was the thing uppermost in 
the minds of the 1,000-odd who 
jammed the Bellevue’s ballroom. 
The underlying theme—aid to under- 
privileged children stricken by 
polio—wasn’t forgotten, however. 
The banquet was also the opening 
gun for the city’s drive to raise | 
$100,000 to combat infantile paralysis. | 

U. S. Senator Claude Pepper 
(Florida), was the principal speak- 
er. The fiery southerner paid trib- 
ute to the motion picture industry 
for its part ‘in toughening up the 
fiber of our people’ for the struggle 
to come. 


Show Biz Aid to Morale 

The part played by pictures, radio 
other branches of the entertainment 
field to keep the military and civilian 
morale was extolled by Captain Har- 
old Drew, commander of the Brit- 
ish warship, H.M.S. Manchester, now 
at the Philadelphia Navy Yard un- 
dergoing repairs. 

Leon Henderson, Price Control 
Administrator, declared that Amer- 
ica faces no danger of food short- 
age in the war. 


Others who spoke were John B. 
Kelly, National Director of Civilian 
Health; Governor Walter Bacon, of 
Delaware; Mayor Bernard Samuel, 
of Philadelphia, and William Mc- 
Graw, former attorney-general of 
Texas, now a government official. 
A touch of humor in the sombre 
proceedings was injected by Harry 
Hershfield and Toastmaster James 
J. Walker, former mayor of New 
York. 

One of the most touching incidents 
occurred when a silk flag was pre- 
sented to Dr. Leon Levy, who re- 
signed as Chief Barker of Tent 13 
to go into active service with the 
U. S. Navy. Levy, wearing his 





| 
| 


John L. Saxe, treasurer Monogram 
Pictures; David Newman, circuit 
owner; Wade Allen, owner of Fine 
Arts and Arcade theatres; Lew 
Wisper, of Wisper & Wetsman cir- 
cuit; Carl W. Buermele, general 
manager of Cooperative Theatres, 
and Howard, 





Ballance Heads Atlanta 
Atlanta, Dec. 16. 

William K. Jenkins, who retired 
last week, turned over the direction 
of Atlanta Tent No. 21 of the Variety 
Club to Harry Ballance. Under Jen- 
kins’ direction, the club, which was 
chartered a little over two years 
ago, has raised over $20,000 for At- 
lanta charity. Harry Ballance, the 
Atlanta Tent’s second chief barker, 
is district manager of 20th-Fox in At- 
lanta, First assistant barker is E. E. 
Whitaker, general manager of L & J 
Theatres; 2d assistant, Willis J. Da- 
vis, L & J executive; property mas- 
ter, Paul Wilson, Atlanta branch 
manager of 20th Century; and dough 


| guy, R. B. Wilby, president of Wilby- 


Kincey Theatres. 


H’ WOOD PARTY OFF; 
CASH FOR WINNERS 


Because ofthe national emerg- 
ency, the banquet planned for Y. 
Frank Freeman in Hollywood Jan. 
28, to be attended by managers of 
the varfous Paramount circuits- 
partnerships showing the best re- 
sults in the ‘Tribute to Freeman’ 
drive in the theatres, has been called 
off. Freeman himself thought it de- 
sirable to cancel the Hollywood shin- 
dig and in this connection was in- 
stantly upheld by h.o. Par officials. 

Instead of getting the Hollywood 
trip on the cuff, managers of the 
various Par theatre subsidiaries will 
receive cash awards for the best re- 
sults for the period of the drive ex- 
tending through November and De- 
cember. 

In his wire to A. H. Blank of Des 
Moines and E. V. Richards of New 
Orleans, co-chairmen of the drive, 
Freeman said: 

‘Service of our Government and to 
our country must come first. All 
other things seem so unnecessary 
now.’ 


Cartoon Strips Used 
To Exploit ‘Bedtime’ 














Navy uniform of a lieutenant com- 
mander, rose while a police color 
guard marched in with the emblem. 
Edgar Moss, incoming Chief Barker, 





|for the past six months or so, will | 
from Horne’s office. CSI will hire | 
|from Horne’s staff, it is understood, | 
| sufficient personnel to double the | 
size of the present setup. Horne and! 
his execs will donate their services. 

Oscar Doob, director of advertis- 
ing and publicity for Loew’s theatres, 
is serving as national director of | 
| Sublic relations for CSI. 


| | Martial Titles 























Continued from page 2——— — 


something more suggestive of 

sarongs than of machine guns. 
‘Secret Agent of Japan’ is slated 

fo production at 20th-Fox wit} 

Irving Piche] recting unde 

of Sol M. Wurtze 
T 


op spots in the 


pervision rt- 
ing Jan. 2 John 
Larkin script are divided by Prestor 
Foster and Georve Sanders 

Dec. 8—day after Pear] 
bombing—brought registration of | 
‘The ng of Honolulu’ by Co- 
lumbia; ‘The Yellow Peril’ by Ed- 
ward Small, who beat Columbia to 
the same tag by only an hour; ‘Yel- | 
low Menace’ by Columbia, and ‘My 
Four Years in Japan’ by WB. Small 
the next day, Metro two days later | 
and WB yesterday (Monday) regis- | 
tered ‘Pearl Harbor.’ Walter Wan- 
ger had apparently anticipated it, 
however, having put his stamp of | 
ownership on the tag on Oct. 24. 

Metro last week sought ‘Wings | 
Over the Pacific,’ but WB had done | 
a five-year masterminding job on | 
that or was probably thinking of 
something else altogether, having 
registered it in 1936. Yesterday 
Small added ‘Remember Honolulu,’ 
WB ‘Military Objective,’ Metro 
‘Yanks On the Burma Road’ and U 
‘Wake Island Heroes.’ 


Harbor 


Bombi: 











| speakers, 
| Warners general manager; Ex-Gov- 


Cashing in on the current popular- 
ity of newspaper cartoons and car- 
toon books for youngsters, Colum- 





made the presentation speech. | 
of | 


| songsmith is vitally interested in the | continue in that post but will work| Moss also made a presentation 


a parting gift to Earle -Sweigart, | 
who served as Chief Barker in the} 
interim term, since Dr. Levy” re- 
signed. 
$4,000 to Polio Fight 

A check for $4,000 was presented 
by Moss, in behalf of the club, to 
Dr. Alexander J. Stoddard, city su- 
perintendent of schools, for use in 
the fight against polio in the public | 
schools. 

On the dias, in addition to the 
were Joseph Bernhard, 
ernor Harold G. Hoffman, of New 
Jersey; Harry Kalmine; 
George Brunner, of Camden; Ted | 
Schlanger, legit producer; Max Gor- | 


Abe Montague: Rev. Sylvester 
McCarthy: William J. Clark; Px 
master Joseph J. Gallagher; Paul 
Terry: Max Weisfeld: Rube Jack- 
tee: Lew Astor: Arthur Silverstone 
David E. Weshner; John H. Har- 

, and Jay Emanuel. 
Frenk L. McNamee and Harry 
N. Ball were co-chairmen of the 


| banquet committee, with James P. 


Clark and I. D. Levy as co-chair- 
men. Harry Biben and Samuel | 
Stiefel were in charge of entertain- 
ment. 





John Howard Named 
Detroit, Dec. 16. | 

John Howard, Paramount manager | 
here and retiring chief barker, was | 
named national canvasman to repre- | 
sent the Detroit Variety Club on the | 
national board The new canvas- 
men directors chosen for 1942 in- 
clude David M. Idzal, managing 
director of the Fox theatre; Ray! 
Branch, president Allied; Earl J. 
Hudson, president United Detroit) 
Theatres; John R. McPherson, man- | 
ager National Screen Service; Edgar | 


E. Kirchner, manager of the Family;! 


bia has done a switcheroo on the 
size of customary heralds by employ- 
ing a cartoon strip on ‘Bedtime 
Story,’ new Fredric March-Loretta 
Young starrer. Recent estimate re- 


| vealed that 20,000,000 cartoon books 


are published monthly. 

Samples of the four-page cartoon 
strip are going out to all branch 
managers with the explanation that 
large test orders are essential if Co- 
lumbia is to obtain such cartoons at 
a minimum price. 


First printing on the cartoon her- 


ald for ‘Bedtime Story’ will be 500,- 
000 
to ascertain if it is well received or 
Mayor | just another throwaway. 


Homeoffice is checking closely 


‘Dumbo’ Contest Bally 


Timothy Mouse house building 
contest whetted juvenile interest in 
‘Dumbo’ when the Walt Disney pic- 
ture opened at the Chief theatre in 
Pueblo, Colo. N. E. Patchen, man- 
ager of the house, tied up with the 
two principal dailies in that city on 
the contest. 

Youngsters submitting the best 
miniatures were given theatre passes 
and cash prizes. Besides the contest, 
the Chief theatre used station KGHF 


lfor a special broadcast the day film 


opened. 





GOLDWYN’S ‘LIFE’ SPREAD 

Samuel Goldwyn has taken the 
double-truck if Life mag of Jan. 6 
for his ‘Ball of Fire.’ Spread costs 
$19,000. It’s believed to be the first 
time it has been used for a picture. 

‘Fire’ has a flock of New Year's 
dates and mag is figured to hit the 
street either the day before or day 
after Jan. 1, to synchronize with the 
showings. 
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RKO, Par, 20th, Start Second Round 
To K.0. Minn. Anti-Consent Statute 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 


The second round in a battle to| 


‘ i - 
knock out the Minnesota anti-consent 


decree law is being fought before 
Judge A. S. Pearson in Ramsay | 
county district court where Para- 


mount, RKO and 20th-Fox this week | 
are on trial charged with criminal | 
violation of the measure which com- | 
pels distributors to sell their entire 
season's product subject to a 20% 
minimum cancelation and sans any 
forced selling of shorts, etc. 
Distributors lost the first round | 


| 
several months ago when Judge} 
Hugo O. Hanft, also in Ramsuay | 
county district court, refused to 


issue a temporary restraining order | 
against the law pending a trial on its 
merits of distributors’ civil suit seek- 
ing a court declaration of its invalid- 
ity and a permanent injunction. 

While the penalty for violation of 
the state law is a fine or imprison- | 
ment cr both, the three companies 
wilfully broke it in order to create | 
the present test case. If they are | 
able to show that the measure is un- 
constitutional, no offense has been 
committed and their pleas of not 
guilty will be sustained. 

J. W. Finley and David Shearer 
head a battery of attorneys including | 


a number of home-office lawyers, ap- 


| pearing for the film companies. J. F. 


Lynch, Ramsay county attorney, and 
William Desmond, his assistant, are 
prosecuting the case for the state. 
Many company 
testify for the defense in an effort to 
prove that the law is ‘arbitrary’ and 
‘capricious’ and that no ‘necessity’ 
existed for its enactment. By ex- 


| plaining various trade practices they 
| were to show that the law deprives | 


companies of rights guaranteed un- 
der the federal and state constitu- 
tions, including the due _ process 
clause, and that there was no forced 
selling of shorts, etce., to the extent 


| requiring legislative relief for inde- 


pendent exhibitors. 

The state was prepared to sub- 
poena various Minnesota independ- 
ent exhibitors to refute the com- 
panies’ contentions and it was ex- 
pected that the trial might consume 
from two to four weeks. 

Following presentation of the 
state’s case against the three com- 
panies Judge Pearson denied’ the 
defendant's motion for dismissal on 
grounds that no public offense was 
committed because the law is un- 
constitutional. Case is now pro- 
ceeding, with the measure’s valid- 


officials were to} 





| 





ity to be decided. If necessary, the 
film companies are prepared to carry 
this issue to the U. S. Supreme 
Court for final determination, they’ve 
indicated. 

State’s case consisted of testimony 
by two exhibitors, Davis Ratner and 
Ted Mans, and three film company 
representatives, Ben Blotcky, L. E. 
Goldhammer and Jack Cohan, of 
Paramount, RKO and Fox, respec- 
tively. Exhibitors testified they 
bought blocks of five without can- 
cellation privileges and film com- 
pany reps admitted they made sales 
in violation of State law. 

David Shearer, counsel for Fox, 
opened the case for the defense by 
reading a lengthy statement show- 
ing, among other things, keen com- 
petition among producer-distributors 


and detailed industry's structure, 
| trade practices, etc. 
Other counsel for defense in- 


clude J. W. Finel, St. Paul, and Louis 
Phillips, New York, for Paramount; 
F. P. Lorenzen, Fox, and William 
Zimmerman, RKO. 

On hand are Herman Wobber and 
Col. Jason Joy, Fox general sales 
manager and scenario head, respec- 
tively, and Neil Agnew, Paramount 
vice-president in charge of distri- 
bution. 





Schine Trial Set 
. Buffalo, Dec. 16. 
Trial of the U. S. anti-trust suit 


against Schine Theatres has been 
definitely set for March 3 in U. S. 
District Court here. 





} 








Helping you to please the a of 
the world pat gn finer sound 
ecordi reproduction — has 
been Western Electric's privilege for 
fifteen years, 


pms Second of a series of advertisements_covering basic developments in the art of talking pictures. == 


unseen star of August 6th, 1926 


That night 15 years ago—when “Don Juan” had its world premiere 
— marked the first public acceptance of talkies. The great success 
of that night could not have been achieved without this little cone 
in the loud speaker. The cone made it possible, for the first time, to 
fill a theatre with high quality sound. This is one of many basic 


contributions Western Electric has made available to the industry. 


Electrical Research Products 
Division of 
Western Electric Company 


INCORPORATED 


195 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers VArieTy presents 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meloarama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W--Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VarieTY’s review and running time. 

COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 








WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 





Smiling Through (M-G) 9/17 RD 100 J. MacDonald-B. Aherne 
New York Town (Par) 1/30 RD 175 M. Martin-E. McMurtfay 
Dumbo (RKO) 10/1 71 (Disney Cartoon) 
Appointment for Love (U) 10/29 CD 88 M. Sullavan-C. Boyer 
All American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 M 70 F.Langford-J. Downs 
Sundown (UA) 10/15 M 90 G, Tierney-B. Cabot 
One Foot in Heaven (WB) 10/1 D 106 F. March-M. Scott 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 





The Stork Pays Off (Col) 11/12 Cc 68 M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) 11/12 C 60 F, Darro-M. Jones 

Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 80 B.Crosby-M. Martin 

The Devi! Pays Off (Rep) D 69 W. Wright-O. Masson 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 C 67 A. Shirley-J. Craig 

Small Town Deb (20th) 10/22 CD 7% J. Withers-J. Darwell 
Swing It Soldier (U) 106/29 M 66 K. Murray-F. Langford 
Target for Tonight (WE) (British) 10/15 48 Documentary 

Ladies in Retirement (Col) 9/10 D 91 I. Lupino-L. Hayward 





~ WEEK OF RELEASE—11/14/41 


62 


Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) 11/26 M W. William-B. Ford 

I Killed a Man (Mono) M 71 R. Cortez 

Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 D 102 CC, Grant-J. Fontaine 
Miss Polly (UA) 11/3 Cc 44 Z, Pitts-S. Summerville 
Sierra Sue (Rep) 11/12 Ww 64 G. Autry-S. Burnett 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 93 RR. Scott-E, Bergner 
Blues in the Night (WB) 11/5 D 89 P. Lane-B. Field 

Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 CD %88 ~~ B. Grable-V. Mature 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
International Lady (UA) i10/15 D 100 I, Massey-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/21/41 


E. Flynn-O. De Havilland 














The Men in Her Life (Col) 11/5 D 89 L. Young-C. Veidt 
You Belong to Me (Col) 16/29 C 93 + #«=2B.Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 C YT W. Powell-M. Loy 
Double Trouble (Mono) C 63 H. Langdon 

Skylark (Par) 9/10 C 93 = C.Colbert-R. Milland 
Secrets of the’ Wastelands (Par) 9/24 Ww 66 B&B. Boyd-B. King 
Look Who's Laughing (RKO) 9/17 Cc 75 &E, Bergen-L. Ball 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 10/15 C 59 J. Frazee-J. Downs 
Mob Town (UU) 10/8 D 59 B. Halop-H. Hal 
Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 CD 1 M.Lockwood-D. Farr 
The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) w R. Barry-L. Merrick 
Died With Their Boots On (WB) 11/19 D 140 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/28/41 


ns 


Go West Young Lady (Col) 11/26 Cc 71 P. Singleton-G. Ford 
Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 D 80 §=R. Preston-E. Drew 
Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKO) 9/10 Cc 70 ~=OL. Velez-L. Errol 

Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) 11/19 C 60 B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Keep ’Em Flying (U) 11/26 C 86 Abbott and Costello 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J. Bennett 

A Date With Murder (RKO) 11/12 RD 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Rise and Shine (20th) 11/19 C 92 CL, Darnell-J. Cakie 
Corsican Brothers (UA) M 


D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 








WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 





Sing for Your Supper (Col) 3 ‘ 68 B. Roe 





————— 


12/3 C 66 B. Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) 12/17 C 65 + A. Baxter-F. Rice 
Ziss Boom Bah (Mono) MU 62 G.Hayes-P. Hayes 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 67 A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
Swamp Water (20th) 10/22 D 9 W. Brennan-W. Huston 
Tuxedo Junction (Rep) 12/3 C 66 L, Weaver-J. Weaver 
79 ~ 


The Body Disappears (WB) 1 


in 


3 M 


*% 


J. Lynn-J. Wyman 





OY 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 





$$ 


Honolulu Lu (Col) Cc L, Velez-B. Bennett 
Riot Squad (Mono) M P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 C 96 R. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 11/19 RD 119 H.Lamarr-R, Young 
Weekend for Three (RKO) 10/29 C 66 D. O’Keefe-J. Wyatt 
Red River Valley (Rep) Ww R. Rogers-H. Hayes 
Confirm or Deny (20th) 11/19 RD 173 D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
Wolf Man (U)_ 12/17 M 9% L,. Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 D 99 Dz. Kerr-C. Evans 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 12/3 M 68 A. Smith 

Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) M 





J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 


WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/Al 





Riders of the Badlands (Col) 


Ww C,. Barrett-R. Hayden 
West of Cimarron (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 97. W. Powell-M. Loy 
The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 C 63 C. Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D 69 YD. Foran-L. Carrillo 
Melody Lane (U) MU 


R. Page-A. Gwynne 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 





Bed Time Story (Col) 12 


: 10 C 83 L, Young-F. March 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD 9% 8B. Hope-V. Zorina 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 9% K. Kyser-J. Barrymore 
Remember the Day (20th) D C. Colbert-J. Payne 
Helizapoppin (U) MU Olsen and Johnson 
The Gold Rush (UA) (Reissue) cD C. Chaplin 


Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) 
You’re in the Army Now (WB) 


( M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 
12/3 C 79 J. Durante 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 


Lone Star Vigilante (Col) w B. Elliott-T. Ritter 
Freckles Comes Home (Mono) Cc J. Downs-G., Storn 
Don’t Get Personal (U) Cc H. Herbert-A, Gwynn 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc : 


G. Brent-J. Bennett 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/9/42 








Confessions Boston Blackie (Col) 12 


10 M 8Y> = «C. Morris-H. Hilliard 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) Cc W. Ford-T. Wing 
Arizona Terrors (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Lady for a Night (Rep) D J. Blondell-J. Wayne 
Blue, White and Perfect (20th) M L. Nolan-H. Reynolds 
Jail House Blues (U) MU N. Pendleton-A. Gwynn 
All Through the Night (WB) 12/3 M 107 H. Bogart-C. veidt — 








TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





————$ $e ee 


Two-Faced Woman (M-G) 





; ; 10/22 cD 94 G. Garbo-M. 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 4  Z. Giehgua-B. Serene 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 W 64 T. Holt-M. Douglas 
How Green Was My Valley (20th) 10/29 D 120 W. Pidgeon-M O’Hara 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 R. Russell-w. Pidgeon 
Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 §S. Temple-H, Marshall 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 C 67 R.Bolger-A. Shirley 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure (M-G) 11/19 M_ 82 J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 RD 69 C, Landis-G. Montgomery 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 9 UL, Ayers-L. Barrymore 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 #F, Morgan-K Grayson 
a on Broadway (M-G) 12/3 M 121 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
a ek the te a, 3 » ae Gary Cooper-B. Stanwyck 
Sullivan’s Travels (Par) 12/10 ~* CD 90 S aeons tone 
Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 81 (Cartoon) — 
Midnight Angel (Par) 12/10 M 1% R,. Preston-M. O’Driscoll 
Johnny Eager (M-G) 12/10 M 196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 
Na Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/10 M 1% C. Morris-J. Parker 
Banama Passage (Par) 12/10 D & M. Carroll-S Hayden 
Mr. and Mrs. North (M-G) 12/17 C 68 G. Allen-W. Post 
The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 D 101 Ww. Beery-M. Main 
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~~ Aussie Theatre Biz Takes a Licking 


Due to War's Spread to the Pacific 





Sydney, Dec. 16. 
The bottom has fallen out of Aus- 
tralian show biz, particularly at pic- 
ture theatres, because of war in the 
Pacific. Majority of public has 
been staying indoors at night 
tening to radio war coverage. 


Film exhibitors here anticipate an | 
first-runs in B. A., with only one film, 


upbeat again as soon as the public 
recovers from the first shock, There 
is no semblance of panic. 

Sufficient film supplies and prod- 
uct to operate Australia’s 1,550 cine- 
mas for four to six months are on 
hand. However, theatres may have | 
to swing over to single-feature bills 
in order to conserve product. Actual 
war in the Pacific is bringing unity 
between distributor and exhib, ob- | 
servers believe. 





Munro, Sloman 
Ouster Sought — 
By Nat] Chain 


Sydney, Dec. 16. 

National Theatres, in which 20th- 
Fox holds a heavy stake, is report- 
ed about to call for a bowout of 
Charles Munro as Hoyts theatre cir- 
cuit managing director and Maurice 
Sloman as the loop’s general man- 
ager in Melbourne. National The- 
atres, majority stockholders in 
Hoyts, would replace these two of- 
ficials with Britisher Ernest Turn- 
bull, presently manager here for 





lis- | 


| (4.14 to the U. S. dollar), follow: 





| MAN LOST HIMSELF’ OK | 
"$6,100 IN BUENOS AIRES 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 9. | 
Another so-so week among the | 


Universal’s ‘Man Who Lost Himself,’ | 
crashing into anything like decent| 
coin. Pic brought 25,000 pesos (ap- | 
proximately $6,100 U. S.) to the; 
Opera, against holdovers and weak} 
opposish first-runs, 

Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently worth 23c 


Ambassador (Lautaret and Caval- 
lo) (1,400; 2.50-2 pesos)—‘Bad Men 
of Missouri’ (WB). Pretty weak 
7,000 pesos due to the fact that west- 
erns are never so good in first-runs 
here and that this one had no mar- 
quee names to draw. 

Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3-2.50)— 
‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). Sixth and 
what looks like last week. Still solid 
with about 14,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo and Lau- 
taret) (3,305; 2.50-2)—‘Nellie Kelly’ 
(M-G). Fairish 16,000. 

Monumental (Coll) (1,330; 2-1.50). 
‘Hombre Bueno’ (‘Good Man’) (Film- 
adora Independiente Argentina, dis- 
tributed by Distribuidora Pan-Amer- 
icana). Very weak 6,000. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50-2)— 
‘Man Who Lost Himself’ (U) 25,000. 

Broadway (Lautaret and Cavallo) 
(1,863; 2.50-2)—‘Gone with Wind’ 
(M-G). Fourth week and still regis- 
tering; 13,000, only 1,000 less than 
week previously and set for an in- 
definite holdover. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3-2.50). 
‘Hold Back Dawn’ (Par). Fourth 





20th-Fox, and G. S. Reichenbach, 
active local attorney and newcomer 
to picture business. 

William Powers and J. Cecil Gra- 
ham, National Theatres executives, 
recently named to the Hoyts direc- 
torate, are conducting an extensive 
probe of Hoyts’ operations. They 
are believed the prime motivators of 
the new managerial setup, to be- 
come effective next month. 

Munro controls his own minor 
chain of independent film theatres 
apart from the Hoyts’ interests. Slo- 
man likewise is interested in cer- 
tain Victoria theatres plus radio in- 
vestments, 


Mex Fitm Producers 





= In Deal with Workers, 


Map New Association’ 


Mexico City, Dec. 16. 

Leading Mexican picture 
ducers have signed with section No. 
1 of the National Cinematographic 





'Two more weeks set. 


pro- | 


week and still strong with 13,500. 











War Songs 


—_—___— Continued from page 2 





‘The Japs Haven’t a Chinaman’s 
Chance.” 

‘Goodbye, Momma, I'm Off to 
Yokchama’ (Chappell). % 

‘Oh, You Little Son of an Oriental’ 
(Shapiro-Bernstein ). 

‘Wake Island Woke Up Our Land’ 
(Robbins). 

‘Slap the Jap Right Off the Map’ 
(Robbins). 

‘We Are the Sons of the Rising 
Guns’ (Robbins). 

‘To Be Specific, It’s Our Pacific’ 
(Robbins). 

“When Those Little Yellow Bellies 
Meet the Cohens and the Kelleys’ 
(Gaskill}. ‘Let’s knock the ‘Hit" Out 
of Hitler’ (Arlen-BMI). 

Werld War I 

And in the first year of the 1916-! 
17 period here were a few then cur- 
rent song titles: 

‘America Here’s My Boy,’ ‘Let’s 





Workers union an agreement about 
pay and privileges similar to that 
made last Oct. 11 between the work- 
ers and the eight major American 
distributors, 

Understood that the pact the Mexi- 
cans made staved off trouble like 
that which involved all the Ameri- 
cans and prompted a strike against 
five of them. Among the Mexicans 
making this agreement are Films 
Mundiales, Film Trust, Lux Films, 
Grovas & Co., Iracheta & Elvira and 
Raul de Andra. 

Signers of this pact plan to organ- 
ize a distributors association that 
will be separate and distinct from 
the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America. Each mem- 
ber of the new association must Pay 
an _Initiation fee of $1,000 (Mex) 
($250 U. S.). Association is expected 
to get going early next year. 


FILM FINANCING AID 
FAVORED BY CAMACHO 


Mexico City, Dec. 16. 
In presenting its pledge of unqual- 
ified loyalty and cooperation with 








the government in the present in-| 
ternational emergency, the nationa!| 


picture workers’ 


L union petitioned 
President Manuel 


ness so that it can produce more 


end better pictures for wartime mar-| Now,’ ‘Somewhere in France is the 
gets. _Founding here of a bank for! Lily,’ ‘There’s a Long, Long Trail,’ 
financing the industry to attain that| ‘It’s A Long Way Back to Mother’s 


objective is also urged. 
The President is reported to be in 
favor of both propositions. 


Avila Camacho 
to order official aid to the busi-| 


All Be Americans Now’ (by Irving 
Berlin, Edgar Leslie and George W. 
| Meyer), ‘America First’ (sic!) pub- 
lished by now defunct McKinley Mu- 
| sic Co., ‘America Needs You Like a 
| Mother, ‘It’s Time for Every Boy to 
| Be a Soldier’ (by the writers of the 
pre-war pacifistic ‘I Didn’t Raise My 
Boy to Be a Soldier,’ which again 
| shows how times do change), ‘Root 
| for Uncle Sam’ 
| The 1917 counterpart of ‘Arms For 
| the Love of America’ was Harry Von 
| Tilzer’s ‘The Man Behind the Ham- 
mer and the Plow,’ and then there 
were: ‘What Kind of an American 
| Are You?’, ‘For- Your Country and 
| My Country’ (again Berlin), ‘Laddy ' 
| Boy’ (Gus Edwards), ‘For the Free- | 
| dom of the World,’ ‘Joan of Arc,’ and | 
; then came the more militaristic} 
‘Over There,” ‘We're Going Over, | 
‘We're Gonna Hang the Kaiser on 
the Linden Tree,” ‘Send Me Away | 
With a Smile,’ ‘I Don’t Know Where | 
|I’'m Going But I'm On My Way,’| 
‘Let's All Do Something,’ ‘War | 
Babies, ‘War Brides,’ ‘All On Ac- 
| count of War.’ | 
‘That’s a Mother’s Liberty Loan,’ | 
‘Lady Boy,’ ‘We'll Keep Things Go-| 
|ing Till the Boys Come Home’: a! 
song sub-billed, ‘an appéal to the) 
national honor,’ titled ‘Don’t Try and 
Steal the Sweetheart of a Soldier,’ 
‘Chimes of Normandy,’ ‘Say a Prayer 
for the Boys Out There,’ ‘There’s a! 
Vacant Chair in Every Home To- 
| night,’ ‘Your Country Needs You 











| Knee,’ ‘(When Yankee Doodle 
| Marches Thru Berlin) There'll Be a 


| pany’s 


HARLEY, KANE, MILDER 
BALKED ON PASSAGE 


Francis L. Harley, 20th-Fox man- 
aging director in Great Britain; 
Robert T. Kane, in charge of com- 
production in Britain, and 
Max Milder, Warners managing di- 
rector for Britain, who got as far as 
Lisbon before the U. S. war declara- 
tion forced them to shift plans to use 
the Clipper to boat transportation 
may be forced back to London. After 
their passage by clipper was can- 
celled by U. S. government order, 
they tried to book passage on the Ex- 
cambion, but sailing of the steamer 
was cancelled, with its departure ex- 
tremely doubtful for weeks to come. 

The trio had hoped to spend the 
holidays with their families in the 
U. S. 


RKO Signs For 
Releases in 4 


B.A. Theatres 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 9. 

RKO has signed four first-run 
houses of the Lautaret and Cavallo 
chain for RKO releases, Under the 
deal inked by Ben Y. Cammack, gen- 
eral manager of RKO in Argentina, 
with Pablo Cavallo and Joaquin Lau- 
taret, RKO will open only in the 
Rex, Ocean, Ambassador and Broad- 
way. 

Rex, largest filmery in S. A., with 
3,305 seats, has during ’41 been ex- 
clusively M-G. Ambassador, a 1,400 
seater, has been exc:usively Warner 
during past season. Broadway 
(1,863), long a first-run French house, 
during the last six months ran prac- 
tically nothing but M-G although it 
carried RKO-distributed ‘Fantasia.’| 
Ocean, newest house in B. A. (2,800 
seats), has been running a varied 
group, having opened in mid-season 
It’s now expected to join the first- 
runners. , 

RKO’s deal guarantees so many 
weeks in each house on percentage. 
Company will release, in addition to 
its own product, three Sam Gold- 
wyns, three full-length Disneys, two 
Alfred Hitcheocks and three pro- 
duced by William Dieterle. Recalled 
that last year Lautaret and Cavallo 
started suit for 1,000,000 pesos ($250,- 
000 U. S.) against RKO, charging 
non-delivery of films covered by 
contract. Understood the matter was 
settled out of court before present 
negotiations began. 

Revealed that Lautaret and Caval- 
lo, with Coll and Gatti, have formed 
a new outfit known as Cia. La Cen- 
tral Cinematografica, to operate the 
Ocean, Broadway, Ambassador and 
Monumental. These houses will also 
release nationals produced by Lumi- 
ton, alternating with Hollywood- 
mades. Monumental (1,330) has long 
been the No. 1 national release house 
but the Ambassador and Ocean have 
hitherto carried only U. S. films. 
Broadway has run some nationals 
but not many. 


Britain Should Remove 
Coin Curbs om Yankee 
Films, Says Dave Rose' 


With the U. S. at war, Great Brit- 
ain, or any other friendly nation, 
should lift coin restrictions on Amer- 
ican film companies, David Rose, 
Paramount’s managing director in 
Great Britain, said on his arrival] in 
N. Y. last week from London. He be- 
lieves Britain shortly will drop pres- 
ent frozen coin arrangements. 

Now more than ever there should 
be free monetary exchange, he said, 
explaining that the British should not 
block U. S. film revenue any more 
than the U. S. government should 
freeze part of the money collected on 
English pictures distributed in this 
country. 

While Rose felt that the British 
quota law requiring U. S. companies 
to continue production in England 
would be extremely difficult to re- 
peal, he does not think there will be 
prosecutions of America distributors 
in default on quota obligations. He 
said nearly every U. S. major distrib- 
utor is in default on its British quota 
pictures for the year winding up next 




















Hot Time in the U. S. A.’ 


March, 

















dustry better prepared than the gen- 
eral population of Hollywood. 
Studios, with their efficient organ- 
izations and their technical corps 
and materials, were the first to re- 
spond to blackout orders, 
Sabotage Fears 
Blackouts naturally offer tempta- 
tions to saboteurs, and the studios 
have taken steps to prevent damage 
by day and night. By day, all visitors 
have been barred from all studios, 


with the exception of accredited 
newspaper reporters. Convention 
delegates and friends of exhibitors 
On vacatiion are tabu. At night the 
studios are under double guard and 
the guardians are toting loaded rods 
in their holsters. In addition, all 
studio employes are required to 
carry identification cards bearing 
photos and fingerprints. 

The 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. rule means 
that workers whose customery hours 
are earlier, will have to report still 
earlier. Makeups and cameramen, 
who precede other workers by two 
or three hours, will have to get up 
before the milkman to get the play- 
ers and sets ready for the early 
morning start. Staggering of the 
working hours is designed to ease 
the traffic problems which have 
grown complicated in this area, with 
So many troop movements and 60 
many trucks hauling materials to 
and from the nearby munition 
plants. Under blackout rules, all 
civilian motorists are required to 
pull up at the side of the road and 
douse their lights until the all-clear 
signal is sounded. 

Among the new studio rules is the 
removal of all private radios in the 
offices and a shutdown on unneces- 
sary telephone calls. During the re- 
cent excitement much expensive 
production time was wasted by em- 
ployes listening to air bulletins or 
calling up their friends and relatives. 
Even the huge, natural Christmas 
tree at Universal is unlighted for 
the first time in years. 

Studies Under Camouflage 

Red captive balloons, once floated 
over studios to warn aviators away 
from outdoor shooting sets, have 
been pulled down. There are no 
more private planes sailing around 
these parts. Further concealment of 
film lots is being carried on by 
painters who are tinting the roofs 
of sound stages and executive offices 
under general direction of Capt. 
George Hazenbush, of the Camou- 
flage Division of the U. S. Army En- 
gineers. 

To keep the emergency program 
going at top speed, prexy Freeman 
ordered the Defense Committee to 
hold weekly meetings to work out 
plans for all possible eventualities. 
On the committee, representing all 
branches of the industry, are Bert 
Allenberg, Edward Arnold, John 


man, Jack Chertok, Danny Danker, 
Charles K. Feldman, Don Gil- 
man, Gordon Hollingshead, William 
Koenig, I. B. Kornblum, Jock Lau- 
rence, Sol Lesser, Col. Nathan Lev- 
inson, E. J. Mannix, Adrian McCal- 
man, Fred Meyer, John Nickolaus, 
Mendel Silberberg, Howard Strick- 
ling, Robert Taplinger, Kenneth 
Thomson, William Forbes, Arthur 
Ungar, Frank W. Vincent, Hal B. 
Wallis, Walter Wanger, William R. 
Wilkerson, Darryl F. Zanuck and 
Freeman as chairman. Fire and po- 
lice chiefs of the various studios 
have made plans to cooperate with 


in case of emergency. Possible cas- 
ualties will be handled by Red Cross 
units in the major studios. 

Night previews and trade press 
showings are being eliminated and 
Hollywood premieres are distinctly 
out. Searchlights and flares which 
draw crowds of autograph hunters 
on preem nights are tempting tar- 
gets for prowling bombers. Spec- 
tacular opening of Walt Disney's 
‘Dumbo’ has been reduced to ordi- 
nary proportions and the premiere 
of ‘How Green Was My Valley’ at 
Grauman’s Chinese theatre depends 
on blackout conditions on Jan. 6. 

Film theatres in Hollywood and 
downtown Los Angeles are going 
with smaller audiences but without 
interruption of their programs. 
Blackout alarms, whether real or 
tests, are being answered with the 
blotting out of marquees and lobby 
lights, but the show will go on ex- 
cept in case of disaster or by specific 
command of the military authori- 
ties. Fox-West Coast and other 
chains have notified their district 
‘and house managers to comply 





Arnold, Fred W. Beetson, Charles | 
Boren, Sam Briskin, Sidney Buch- 


each other and the city departments | 


Centinued from page 3 


bs Coast Daytime Sked 


strictly with all safety regulations 
and avoid all possible hazards. 
Film Rew’s Fast Move 

Film row, where the picture ex. 
changes maintain their offices, beat 
the studios to it by adopting the 
daylight schedule advised by ‘Daily 
Variety... Working program from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. was immediately put 


Metro, 20th-Fox, Paramount, Colum- 
bia, RKO and United Artists. Uni- 
versal, Republic, and others followed 
next day. The new arrangement 
goes for the duration of the emer- 
gency. 

An offer to collaborate in every 
possible way with the defense pro- 
gram was made by four art groups 
in the film industry and sent to 
President Roosevelt, Governor Ol- 
son, Maypr Bowron and the Army 
and Navy. Telegram reads: 

‘The entire membership of the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Art Direc- 
tors, the Society of Motion Picture 
Artists and Illustrators, the Society 
of Motion Picture Interior Decora- 
tors and the Sereen Set Designers 
hold themselves in readiness to the 
fulfillment of your wishes during the 
present emergency. Many of our 
members served in executive capaci- 
ties during the first World War, and 
we are ready to serve again. By 
the nature of our training and ex- 
perience in the production of motion 
pictures, we are specialists in the 
arts of construction, camouflage, ii- 
lustration and are work in general 
of a highly specialized nature.’ 

Studios today (Tuesday) went to 
daylight production schedules. Labor 
and technical crews were on the job 
at 7 a.m. to have the sets ready, with 
cameras rolling at 8 am. Studios 
said the cooperation of creative 
groups was 100%. It was 5 p.m. cure 
few for 30,000 workers. 

Indicative of cooperation from 
technical crews was offer of studio 
projectionists, Local 165, to waive 
overtime, penalty and other pay for 
loss of work attributed to black- 
outs or air raids. Other crafts are 
said to be ready to follow suit. 


L. A. THEATRE DEFENSE 
BUREAU ALL SET UP 


Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 

Los Angeles Defense Council 
Monday (15) night approved a set- 
up for a theatre defense bureau and 
okayed the first draft of the scope 
of activity outlined by B. V. Sturdi- 
vant, Fox-West Coast regional exee. 
Unit will be manned and work su- 
pervised by reps of all branches of 
show business, 
Aiding Sturdivant, who will be 
named director, will be Tom Baily, 








L. E. Behymer, Gilmor Brown, 
Maurice ~ Cohen, Sherrill Cohen, 
Marco Wolf, Lou Halper, Robert 
Poole, Charles Skouras, Gene 
Towne and Clayton Lynch. First 


order of this group will be to es- 
tablish full coordination among 
amusement establishments In city. 


| Among other duties will be regula- 
|tory measures for blackout emer- 


gencies; distribution of trailers of 
defense and patriotic motif, with 
singing of the National Anthem on 
opening and closing; immediate tn- 
stallation of auxiliary lighting plants 
and receiving sets, all sites to re- 
celve emergency messages and main- 
tain a dog watch for speedy dis- 
semination of urgent bulletins. 





Charles Skouras delegated Stur- 


|divant to start organization of the 


defense group at suggestion 
Mayor Fletcher Bowron. 


of 





| Argentine Seeks Ban 


Abroad in Native Pic 


3 Buenos Aires, Dec. 9. 

Censoring U. S. picts here is noth- 
ing new, but sensation of the mo- 
ment is proclamation from the local 
bluepencilers recommending that 
‘Los Afincaos,’ first film effort turned 
out by the arty Teatro del Pueblo, 
be halted from possible showings 
abroad. 
Pic, which deals with the half-civ- 
ilized people in an unspecified region 
of the northern Argentine hills, ran 
into a storm of controversy from the 
beginning becapise of its extremely 
brutal portrayals and often sadistic 
overtones. While it opened at the 
Broadway, a house which customar- 
ily shows only U. S. films, it did weak 
business even for a national, and 








majority of filmgoers refused to go 
despite the bally, 


into effect by distribs representing» 
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“Count on me, 
Uncle Sam!” 














There’s a job to be done here at home and the 
film industry rises to the emergency with a cheer- 
ful and united front! Great entertainments are 
available from all companies to keep the morale 
of our people high for the effort ahead. 





Bae cn 
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can and part strip-tease (at the end 
of the peel), has the mob’s eyes roil- 
ing when a few line girls part their 
fan to reveal the dame standing 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


‘Do You Remember,’ produced by 
Russell Markert; settings, Nat Kar- |there almost au natural. 
son; costumes, Willa Van; Joan|. Fay Carroll sings a couple of songs 
McCracken and Music Hall Ballet |" pleasant voice and does her bit 
Corps, Selma Kaye and choral en- | with the Slates, who are also using 
semble, Louis de Milhau, Katherine | Charlene Kimberlin, the latter scor- 
Warren, Tony Kraber, Glenn Marlin | 18 with her grinding bumps to ‘St. 
& George Wayne, Eunice Healey, |James Infirmary.’ Among the others, 





Robert Shanley, | Rocketies; Erno |moderate stand-outs are Jeanne Dev- 


Rapee conducting M. H. symph; ereaux, doing some flashy spinning 


‘The 


Men in Her Life’ (Col), reviewed in 0D her toes, and Anna Lee, who steps 


‘Variety,’ Nov. 5. 





If not for a special ‘March of Time’ | 
reel, one couldn’t tell here that this | 
It’s | 
the sweetest sleepytime production | 
through which one could possibly 
And on the screen is one of 
those tragic mother-love problems 
make so 


country was in an all-out war. 


slumber. 


that only Hollywood can 
complicated—or so dull. 


Show starts off with a bang in re- 


verse, with the ballet corps and solo- 
ist Joan McCracken in one of those 
dear little routines that entail billowy 
groupings. 


costumes and pretty 
There’s hardly any action, but it 
complements the feature film’s heavy 
stress on the ballet. 


! 
Immediately following is the mixed 


choral ensemble, with Selma Kaye 
fronting for her trilling of ‘The 
Londonderry Air.’ This is nice, as is 
the following ‘These Three Pictures,’ 
which depicts ‘The Blue Boy, 
*‘Whistler’s Mother and ‘The Laugh- 
ing Cavalier.’ Albert Stillman con- 
tributed cute material for Louis de 
Milhou (‘Blue Boy’), Katherine War- 
ren (‘Mother’) and Tony Kraber 
(‘Cavalier’), who speak their pieces 
from within the frames and wind up 
with a great plug for bandleader 
Sammy Kaye. 

The framed characters segue into 
Eunice Healy, whose fing tapology 
scores big despite the theatre's big- 
ness, and Glenn Marlin and George 
Wayne, sock hand-to-hand balancing 
act in the deliberate-motion metier. 


Both Miss Healey and the acros are 
variety acts, the top clicks of the 


show. 

Show’s finale has baritone Robert 
Shanley singing Jerome Kern’s ‘Day 
Dreaming’ and eight femmes parad- 
ing, if not looking, like showgirls. 


}out of the ensemble for a neat bit 
iof aztrobatic control work. She's an 
eye-filler, too. By and large, though, 
this is definitely a sabbatical for Car- 
roll. Unit carries its own musical di- 
rector, Irving Aaronson, who used to 
have aie top-flight dance _ band, 
the Commanders. Biz off. Cohen 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Dec. 12. 
Charley Barnet Orch with Hazel 
Bruce, Ford Leary, Al Lane, Pot-Pan 
& Skillet, Blackstone, Sam Kaplan 
house orch; ‘The Devil Pays Off’ 
(Rep). 








| 
| 





State show this sesh, despite big 
names, is cumbersome. Opening 
stage stanza ran one hour and forty- 
five minutes. 

Divertissment is double barreled. 
Charlie Barnet and Blackstone are 
the marquee draws. Latter supplies 
greater part of the entertainment, 
getting off to a snappy pace which is 
maintained nearly all the time he is 
on the boards, though it slows near 
the end. 


Blackstone remains a fine show- 
man. He is lavish on production and 
color and smartly uses a string of 
femme eye-openers, parading them 
around in a continual change of s.a. 
costumes while pulling a variety of 
stunts. On the heavy work he has 
a corps of four male assistants. Out 
of the stunt bag he flashes a variety 
of femme disappearing and reap- 
pearing tricks, rounding out show 
which appeals to entire family traf- 
fic. Patter is on the corny side but 
sells, He’s on approximately an hour. 

Second section is taken over b 
Barnet crew. Band consists of adap 


There’s also a scrim effect that has|Sax (plus Barnet), three rhythm, 
eight men silhouetted with arms out- four trombone, four trumpet. 
stretched. All this does is highlight | Maestro carries with him a colored 


the unflattering fit of their dress suits, 
Then come the Rockettes, and they 
wham, per usual, but what a smash 
could have been rung up by a mili- 
tary drill, a routine frequently re- 
prised here, though not this week, 
when it’s most apropos. — ; 
Business was only fair opening 
night (Thursday). Scho. 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 12. 

Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’ with Slate 
Bros. (3), Fay Carroll, Buster 
Shaver, Olive & George, Al Norman, 
Zerby & Wiere, Jeanne Devereaux, 
Danny Scholl, Charlene Kimberlin, 
Anna Lee, Lois Morrissey, Beverly 
Carroll, Wiere Bros. (2), Line (14); 
‘International Lady’ (UA). 








Picture house edition of Earl Car- 
roll ‘Vanities,’ condensed from the 
show which closed last June at his 
theatre-restaurant in 


road. Lush production and costum- 


ing of his previous units are missing | 
and hybrid, sometimes static mixture | 
of vaude and cafe stuff has little of | Buddy 
the class usually identified with the | Dewolf 
Even the girls, ‘the 
through | « 


Carroll name. 


most beautiful’ who pass 


certain portals, aren’t up to standard. 


Hollywood, | 
looks tired after five months on the} 


trumpeteer, Dizzy Gillespie, formerly 
with Cab Calloway. Band is on the 
cacaphonious side, appealing mainly 
to the jive traffic. Leader does more 
|specialty saxing with and without his 
reed section than batoning. 

Vocal department consists of three 
warblers, two male and one femme. 
All do well. Hazel Bruce is first 
with ‘I've Got It Bad’ and ‘Exactly 
Like You.’ Al Lane does okay with 
‘My Buddy,’ ‘Do This — Often,’ 
‘nd ‘Love of Mine.’ ord Leary 
steps out from the band to cash in 
with ‘50 Million Nickels,’ and ‘Shad- 
rach.’ Spotted frequently for heavy 
accolade is the colored trumpet 
player who blows a terrific horn. 

Only outside act is Pot-Pan and 
Skillet, trio of colored comics. Boys 
|do a cross fire patter skit in a Har- 
lem tailor shop and wind up terping. 
| Trio is high voltage laugh getter and 
solid all the way. 
| Biz off spening show today. Eck. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 12. 
Maxine Sullivan, Jean Carroll & 
Howe, Amelia Gilmore, Billy 
e, Hermanos Williams Trio, 
| Felice Iula and House Orch (13); 








| 


| Look Who's Laughing’ (RKO). 











On the whole the ensemble wouldn't | 
stir up more than a faint ripple in} 
the bosom of even the most tired | 
business man. 

Another trouble with the ‘Vanities’ | 
is that most of the acts in it have} 


played this WB deluxer so often the | 
tab resembles revival weck. Featured 
are the Slate Brothers, with Fay 
Carroll, Wiere Brothers, who are 
now two instead of three, and Buster 
Shaver, with Olive and George Bras- 
now, the little folk. All are known 
locally. Of this group, Slate Bros. 
come off okay. They’re funny guys, 
slick comics and saucy, too. When} 
show opens up for them and leaves 
the trio to their own devices, the lift | 
is noticeable a mile away. Boys have 
just enough new material this time 
to get by with their familiar stocks 
in trade. 

Wiere Brothers are doing their old 
‘Follies Bergere’ pantomime, together | 
with the violin hit they did in ‘Great | 
American Broadcast’ (20th), but turn | 
doesn’t have its former sock. In a 
couple of bits they call on tiny 
George effectively; in fact, they could | 
use him more often. Shaver hasn’t 
changed the Olive-George routine 
much, except for a Carmen Miranda | 
imitation by the femme, still a cute} 
mite, but there’s enough novelty in it | 
to remain effective. 

Al Norman, eccentric hoofer who} 
does a sketch with the Slates before | 
sailing into his own niche, is among | 
the best of the loose-limbed hoofers | 
but he should stick to his specialty 
and leave the gagging to others. Only 
turn in ‘Vanities’ typical of the Car- 
roll legend is the dance act of Zerby 
and Wiere. Femme partner in team 
is niftiest looker to show up around 
here in years and, garbed as she is, 
in a scanty costume that’s part can- | 


| Works in 


— 
Here is a talent-filled setup that 


plays as- well as it looks on paper 
Nice Switch has Jean Carroll, of 
Carroll and Howe, holding down an 
emcee spot and doing all right. 
front of house orchestra 
brought on stage to good effect. 
After a brief session of swift talk, 
Miss Carroll brings on Amelia Gil- 


more for brief but potent interlude | 
spins | 


of tapping with some socko 
that ring the bell. Makes way for 
Maxine Sullivarf? on a bit early, but 
holding down her spot in masterful 
style. Gives out with typical ar- 
rangements of ‘Some Changes Made,’ 
‘Jim,’ the inevitable ‘Loch Lom- 
mond’ in swing and, for a strong 
encore, ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Sepian 
songstress draws response on en- 


| trance and, when caught, had to beg 


off. 

Jean Carroll joins up with her 
partner, Buddy Howe, next, for their 
regular routine of swift crossfire, 
some challenge hoofery and a clicko 
finish of some jitterbugging. Hang 
up a solid spot and bring on Billy 
DeWolfe whe takes hold from the 
tee-off with fresh and original im- 
pressions of Karloff; a dame with 
and without a girdle on; a small time 
emcee, the chorus, the dance team 
and so on. Ties the show into a 
knot and gets off only by pleading 
show’s length and an intro of Her- 
manos Williams trio which follows 
for a sock close with unusual hand 
to hand sold by way of a smooth 
tango. Acro stuff by two male 
members is exceptionally well han- 
dled and accompanying vocal by 
femme is in the groove. ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ finale winds up in 
good form. 


Biz very big. Burm. 


. | lighted, 
| 


STRAND, N. Y. 





Count Basie Orch (16), Hattie 
McDaniel, Baby Lawrence, Gordon & 
Rogers, Jimmy Rushing, Whitey’s 
Lindy Hoppers; ‘Blues in the Night’ 
(WB), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 5. 





Could all that energy unleashed in 
the Strand’s all-Negro show this 
week be harnessed, defense plants 


throughout the land would never 
again have to worry about a power 
shortage. Fifty-minute session is 
punctuated with possibly the wildest 
and most violent cavorting that has 
ever been seen on any stage, in 
| Harlem or out. It adds up to rather 
fair entertainment, 


Stealing the honors in this orgy of 
the uninhibited are two lads billed 
as Gordon and Rogers. Created in 
the image of Stump and Stumpy, and 
other familiar chromo comedy duos, 
this pair was one of the flashiest 
finales anyone ever dreamed up. One 
of the guys, in his violence, jumps 
from the stage and runs halfway up 
the center aisle. He comes rushing 
back, takes a flying leap over the 
orch pit and onto the stage into a 
split, springs from that position onto 
the piano, does a couple steps there 
and then flies over the head of his 
pard, who comes running past at that 
moment. Boys are togged in laugh- 
| grabbing green and yellow suits and 
|one has a mouth that would sub as 
an air raid shelter; it’s that big. Two- 
some are rather personable and do 
the usual warbling, hoofing and wild 
stuff for a strong response. 


This bolt of unrestrained voltage 
has hardly been off stage two min- 
utes before Whitey’s Lindy Hoppers, 
a gang of eight, bring on their manic 
orgy. Although this type terping is 
shopworn by now, short session clicks 
okay as a curtain-closer. 


Bill also includes a tapster, Baby 
Lawrence, seen not long ago in a 
concert at the Museum of Modern 
Art, N. Y. He’s an unusually rapid- 
fire toe-and-heel worker and exhibits 
a scad of unique steps. He has much 
promise were he properly coached to 
rid himself of that superfluous upper- 
body motion and the corny hand- 
clapping technique. 


Almost lost in all this exhibition of 
dynamics are such calmer stanzas as 
the personal of Hattie McDaniel, the 
fine ivory manipulation of Count 
| Basie and the New Orleans vocalizing 
of Jimmy Rushing. 

Miss McDaniel in person won't win 
a repeat on the Academy award she 
got for her work in ‘Gone With the 
Wind.’ Although pleasant, she has 
none of the personality on the stage 
that she sells on the screen. She's 
mild entertainment in a session that 
includes three songs and a bit of not- 
so-funny Hollywood _ story-telling. 





each song into her dialog. Tunes are 
‘Smiles,’ ‘Some Changes Made’ and 
‘Any Kind of Man Will 
Than You,’ all sung in voice that’s as 
good as that of most Hollywood 
p.a.ers, i 
a Warner Bros. house) also gets in 
lusty plugs for a couple of WB pix. 
Basie’s 16-piece crew provides 
pleasantly-sweet tunes, several of 
|them in exceptionally interesting ar- 
rangements, 





| 


ing him. Drummer is also nifty in a 
couple of solos, one with brushes. | 
Basie satisfactorily m.c.s the entire | 
| proceedings. 
| Rushing, short and round, has been 
with Basie for a number of years. 
He’s a pip with his boogie-woogie | 
moaning and shows pleasant ver-| 
Satility in getting at least partially 
| away from it in one number. 

| Show zips along speedily most of 
}the way and is exceptionally well 
Herb. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 13. 
Shyrettos (3), Jackie Miles, Ruth 

Daye, Cappy Barra Boys (3), Martha 

Raye; ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). 





It’s strictly a vaude show currently 





| with the line laying off. Bill is com- 
| posed of five acts, among them one 
j}outstanding performer and attrac- 
tion, Martha Raye. Miss Raye is 


i we x , ; “*hicag av ¥ ar | - 
| well known in Chicago, retary Hoy | climaxes. 
appear t 6 : 
appea | Ravel’s ‘Bolero,’ and socks over all 


| around before. She's 
| Chicago niteries, picture house and 
| legit spots. She turned in a roaring 
| job at the show caught, and had 
i this audience bouncing. A com- 
edienne whose natural gift for com- 
edy, breezy style and good singing 
voice make Miss Raye one of the 
bright lights in show business. 

Jackie Miles is typically night 
club in his m.c. work and solo jok- 
ing. Most of his gags are old stuff, 
while the newer material has been 
heard around here from Joe E. Lewis 
and Milton Berle. Lewis routines 
are very familiar in Chicago, where 
Joe E. is a great favorite, and so 
the Miles palaver is much too sim- 
ilar for these parts. 


Shyrettos open with standout 
unicycle work. Girl member of the 
trio is particularly good, with a 
nifty frame and excellent acrobatics. 

Other two acts are mild. Ruth 
Daye makes a great appearance but 
falls down badly with attempts at tap 
dancing. She has only one trick, a 





She works with a script that segues | 








Miss McDaniel (working in|} 


| in the pit. 


the piano and his three rhythm men | 4,9) 
(bass, traps and guitar) accompany-| jengs 


| rangements 


lis ‘Blue 


series of turns. After that, it’s tire- 
some and meaningless. Cappy Barra 
harmonica trio is over-energetic and 
its plaving leaves much to be de- 
sir Act is badly organized and it 
takes plenty of frothing to get any 
audience response at all. 

Business good at the last show 
Friday (12). Gold, 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 





Teddy Powell Orch (15) with 
Peggy Mann, Dick Judge; Lowe, Hite 
& Stanley, Sue Ryan; Chester Dol- 
phin; ‘Burma Convoy’ (U), 





Last weekend's stage show was 
considerably shorter than recent 
ones. Small audience present on 
night caught. 


Teddy Powell's organization, 
equally capable with rhythmic num- 
bers and hotter blasts from the horn 
section, is about the same as when at 
the Strand in New York last month. 
Outfit continues to evidence lack of 
showmanship for theatre engage- 
ments. As far as ability Gh musician- 
ship, though, crew really has what it 
takes and was well liked by the 
house. 

Band still leans heavily on its 
recorded hits, but there’s not enough 
variety. The maestro muffles an- 
nouncements on the emceeing. Peggy 
Mann, solid with looks and pipes, 
remains a sure asset though singing 
possibly too much. Dick Judge con- 
tinues as male vocalist, with okay 
results. 

Miss Mann still employs ‘Jim’ and 
the outmoded ‘Joltin’ Joe DiMaggio.’ 

Lowe, Hite and Stanley, standard 
turn, cléan up with their clowning 
based on the fact that one is a giant, 
another normal-sized and the third 
a dwarf. Sue Ryan's song satires 
wowed this mob. 


Chester Dolphin (New Acts), jug- 
ler, has been around though not in 
ariety’ files. He was well liked. 

Wear, 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec.“11. 
Gene Krupa Orch (16) with Anita 
O’Day & Johnny Desmond, Shea & 
Raymond, Evelyn Farney, Cris Cross, 
ie Martin; ‘Appointment for Love’ 
U). 








A few weeks ago the Metropolitan 
reopened its stage show policy on 
an intermittent schedule. This is 
the second bill on that schedule, and 
Gene Krupa and Tony Martin ap- 


pear to be a very satisfactory sup- 
Port to ‘Appointment for Love’ on 
the screen. 


Show is lavishly staged. Martin 


Be Better | Sells his songs in the next-to-close 


spot and had to beg off after seven 
numbers when caught. For the 
singer it’s a rare opportunity, for he 
as the dual services of Krupa on 
stage and Henry Kalis’ house band 
That’s a total of 36 musi- 


cians. The Kalis orch predominates 


|in the ballad accompaniments, and 
Best bi? is the Count at | Krupa takes it for the swingy stuff. 


Of the latter, ‘Chattanooga 
is the standout. 


nice 


Choo 
House band 
support with string ar- 
on such songs as ‘To- 
night We Love,’ ‘Out of a Dream,’ 
‘You and I’; and both bands blend 
on ‘Jealous’ and ‘Beguine.’ National 
anthem closes the show, after Krupa 
smashes through with ‘Drum Boogie,’ 
introduced by a vocal from Anita 
O’Day. 

Nifty feature of ‘Boogie,’ from 
showmanship point of view, is the 
gag of inviting Martin to sit in with 
his sax. Krupa feeds him some 
breaks and covers up the corny sax 
response with hot licks on the skins. 
It’s all in fun, and the customers 
liked it. 


Krupa keeps busy running from 


the drum stand to the mike to intro} 
the acts, and for Johnny VDesmond’s | 


vocal of ‘This Love of Mine,’ the band 
leader sticks to the baton (which 
for this week is a bandgaged index 
finger). Injury doesn’t seem to slow 
down his drumming any. The drum 
number to top all drum specialties 
Rhythm Fantasy, with 11 
other musicians augmenting the star 
percussion work of Krupa in the 
It’s a buildup thing like 


| the way. 





Another highlight in the show is 
the band’s delivery of ‘Let Me Off 
Uptown,’ also introduced by Miss 
O’Day and featuring Roy Eldridge in 
hot trumpet licks. Eldridge follows 
with a solo spot in ‘After You've 
Gone,’ tooted out in very fast tempo. 


Evelyn Farney, tapper, comes on 
early for a diverting session of terps. 
Cris Cross, ventriloquist, is the trey 
act. Puppet-pummeler siowed up 
his own act to a standstill several 
times by squawking about light cues 
when caught. although from out 
front his troubles appeared trivial. 
Result was that he flopped. 


Shea and Raymond register in 
their eccentric, funny hoofing and 
score with the burlesque finish, with 
the tall guy acting togged here like 
a dame. Impression of this sequence 
is a performance by the life-of-the- 
party at a beer social—but with 
slightly better results. Fox. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Artie Shaw Orch (31) with Paula 
Kelly, ‘Hot Lips’ Page, Georgie Auld 
Jack Jenny, Les Robinson; Bob Du- 
pont, the Colstons (2); ‘Shadow of 
Thin Man’ (M-G). . 








Artie Shaw’s crack combo of 30 

ieces makes its first appearance on 

roadway at this stand, having been 
out of town on one-nighters and in 
theatres since being formed last 
summer, Playing here instead of at 
the first-run Paramount or Strand, 
usual name band spots, is due to fact 
the outfit is so large it couldn't be 
handled by the pit elevators at either 
pee a house and also because 
Shaw doesn’t care for theatre en- 
gagements to excee* a week. Both 
the Par and Strand go in for two to 
four-week dates for bands to go with 
the pictures. 


With Bob Dupont and The Cols- 
tons as only outside turns, probably 
because of the high cost to the theatre 
of Shaw, his instrumentalists and 
band, the 70-minute session is crack 
entertainment. Shaw’s multi-staffed 
group, led by his ever-potent clari- 
net, home a string of solidly 
played tunes, capped by a long ar- 
rangement of ‘Concerto for Clarinet’ 
that’s as tasty a piece of material 
for siage work as any band can 
boast of; it brings in trombone and 
piano solos and a fine bit of drum 
work by Davey Tough. Shaw winds 
it up alone in an exhibition of 
clarinet technique chockful of his 
outstanding ability. 

Made up of five sax, four trumpets, 
three trombones, usual four rhythm 
and 14 strings, the band is well 
rehearsed and as clean as a whistle. 
The only trouble with it here is that 
mike distribution could be better, 
Piano solo, for instance, in the 
‘Concerto’ number is nearly _in- 
distinguishable from the rear, and 
the same goes for the strings, which 
are overpowered during ensemble 
work, 

Band uses most of the numbers it 
has lately recorded, beginning with 
‘Temptation,’ ‘Stardust’ (an outstand- 
ing arrangement), ‘Blues in the 
Night,’ etc. ‘Suite No. 8,’ an exciting 
piece, is another long one, building 
to a solid rhythmic pitch and using 
various soloists. ‘Beguine,’ Shaw’s 
earliest click, has been rearranged to 
include the strings and still has the 
wallop of the earlier version. One 
soloist to come down front for a 
definite spot is Georgie Auld, tenor 
sax. He plays a musician's version 
of ‘Body and Soul,’ but neglects to 
sell it to the audience. 


Paula Kelly, vocalist, is on for 
three tunes, none of which is ex- 
teptionally well handled. ‘Time 


Was,’ now out of circulation; ‘I Said 
No,” a new, strong melody, and 
‘World on Fire’ are her choices. 
She’s only fair and a marked con- 
trast to the excellence of the rest of 
the band. 

Bob Dupont’s standard comical 
ball and Indian club juggling evokes 
neat response up front, finished off 
with his usyal avple-gulping routine. 
Colstons contribute more merriment. 
They're a_ slapstick dance duo, 
femme assuming various ludicrous 
postures somewhat along the lines 
of the Ames and Arno act. Their 
tango bit is good. . ; 

Before trumpeter Page goes into 
his vocal and horn version of ‘Blues 
in Night,’ he teams with Shaw in 4 
talking-instrument bit that’s goo 
showmanship and, incidentally, 
breaks up the monotony of straight 
bandmen routines. Shaw’s handling 
of announcements is sure and very 
ingratiating Wood. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Orrin Tucker Orch (16) with Bon- 
nie Baker, The Bodyguards (4), Jack 
Bartell, Eddie Rice, Sally, Darlene & 
Mary Walter Long; Walter ‘Dare’ 
|Wahl (2); ‘Birth of the Blues’ fPar), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 3. 











Holiday season finds a swell stage 
\lineup here headed by Orrin Tucker's 
|superbly routined band, backed up 
| with some socko talent, both vocal 
|and terping. As is quite common in 
this house, the comedy department !s 
rather neglected. But it’s scarcely 
missed. There is more than ample 
compensation via sight and sound. 


| Only act on the bill in which 
‘comedy is the mainstay is Walter 
|‘Dare’ Wahl’s clever acrobatic turn 


|in pantomime with unbilled partner, 
|They’re a vet act. But even here its 
skill and novelty which account in 
| some measure for favorable response. 
| Wahl works out a highly successful 
routine with a _ pint-sized, loose- 
jointed partner of remarkable re- 
siliency, the two getting tangled up 
in an almost inextricable knot for 
the climaxer. They wind up with 
some straight acrobatics of topnotch 
calibre. 

Tucker, suave as ever and likeable 
m.c.-baton wielder, warbles ‘We 
Oughta Do This More Often’ and 
‘Please Do Something,’ also coming 
through nicely with a light comedy 
takeoff on a magician-bandleader. 
Later he partners with Bonnie Baker 
in singing ‘Do I Worry.’ 

Outstanding, though standard, band 
routine is the blackout novelty where 
huge _ phosphorescent-lit notes, 
maneuvered by bandsmen, move 
across stage against inky background 
while group gives imitations of 


(Continued on page 63) 
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HERE IS A SANTA CLAUS, AM.DEAR! 
IT’S WARNER BROS! 
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Of More-Than-2 


In Boom for Shorts; Doom of Duals? 


-Hours Resulting 








Growing tendency of several major 
distributors to turn out No. 1 fea- 
tures of such length that shorts are 
almost a necessity, even in spots 
which normally play two features, 
is viewed in some circles as an open- 
ing wedge in a concerted drive for 
abolition of duals. While a bit early 
to tell whether the producers now 
most often stretching their big fea- 
tures to two hours or longer plan 
further bolstering the quality and 
quantity of short features to mesh 
with any trimming in the number of 
‘B’ or program pictures, it is a de- 
velopment presently giving single- 
feature bill advocates the most en- 
couragement they’ve had in years. 


Fact that war conditions in this 
country may force curtailment of 
some secondary feature production 
also fits into the trend. The war in 
Great Britain has reduced the 
amount of film production about 
50% in two years. While no such 
trimming of U.S. production setup is 
in prospect immediately, consider- 
able slashing cf feature film making 
may result from economic necessity, 
some in the trade believe. 

Warner Bros., Metro and on a 
smaller scale 20th-Fox have gone for 
the longer features in recent months. 


.Warner has had four or more fea- 


tures of two hours running time or 
longer, including ‘Sergeant York.’ 
Affiliated circuit theatres have 
handled the situation with ‘York’ by 
adding strong shorts with much 
better grosses than would have been 
possible than with a second feature 
of 55 minutes or longer. It has en- 
abled the exhibitors to get the re- 
quisite turnover so vital to care for 
strong business with such a film. It’s 
generally believed that if a similar 
setup had been employed on ‘Citi- 
zen Kane,’ RKO would have ob- 
tained greater revenue when sent 
out on general release. 


More Than Coincidence 


Fact that numerous major com- 
panies are actually turning out 
stronger shorts at the time the A-l 
features are coming out in longer 
size is viewed as more than a coinci- 
dent. 

Despite both factors, ultimate pay- 
off naturally will be how exhibitors 
react to the dearth of program films 
needed to pad out a double-feature 
program. In this connection, recent 
check showed that today more first- 
runs are playing single features pro- 
portionately than subsequent -r un 
houses. Further check shows that 
some 436 key city first-runs in this 
country supply 64-75% of total 
revenue obtained from about 17,000 
theatres. The remaining 25-36% of 
film revenue comes from 16,500 re- 
maining houses. 

With the vast bulk of coin obtained 
from this small number of first-runs 
using solo feature programs would 
indicate that the majority of ‘B’ fea- 
tures go to fill requirements of about 
half the 16,500 theatres or about 8,- 
000 exhibitors, who reputedly furnish 
not more than 20% of total revenue. 

Apparently this resume furnishes 
the key to the whole dual situation 
in the U.S., and revéals that once 
the producers are persuaded so much 
program-feature production is econ- 
omically unsound they will gear 
their feature lineup more and more 
to fit single-feature theatres.* This 
obviously would place dualing on 
the downgrade and shorts on the 





Birdwell Back From Eng. 


Russell Birdwell arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) on what 
will probably be the last American 
boat from Europe for some time to 
come. Hollywood and New York 
publicist said that other U.S. show 
biz people, including Robert Riskin, 
who has been in London, will prob- 
ably have a difficult time getting 
home. 

While in London, Birdwell! opened 
an office for the purpose of provid- 
ing a gratuitous publicity service 
for 11 of his former clients who are 
mow doing British war work. 

Birdwell leaves for Hollywood 
over the weekend. 
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Tradeshows 


—— 


Fri., Dec. 19—‘Blue, White and 
Perfect’ and ‘Remember the 
Day’ (20th), in all exchange 
cities. 

Tues., Dec. 23—‘Sons of the Sea’ 
(WB), all exchange cities ex- 
cept Dallas, Des Moines, In- 
dianapolis, Kansas City, Los 
Angeles, Milwaukee, Minne- 


apolis, Oklahoma City, 
Omaha, Seattie and Wash- 
ington, where it will be 


shown Mon., Dec. 22. 

Tues., Dec. 23—‘Wild Bill Hickok 
Rides’ (WB), in all exchange 
cities except Des Moines, 
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, Se- 
attle and Washington, where 
it will be shown Mon..,. Dec. 
22. 

Tues, Dec. 23—‘Kings Row’ 
(WB), in all exchange cities 
except Des Moines, Milwau- 
kee and Washington, where 
it will be shown Mon., Dec. 
22. 
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‘Blondie’ on 10th Lap 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Penny Singleton-Arthur Lake- 
Larry Simms combination went to 
bat with the 10th of Columbia’s do- 
mestic series, ‘Blondie Greets a 
Guest.’ 

Picture rolled under direction of 
Frank Strayer. 


As Expected, Par 
2d Pfd. Is Being 
Fast Converted 


As had been anticipated in finan- 
cial circles, announcement by Para- 
mount that it planned redemption of 
all outstanding second preferred 
stock, Feb. 3, brought a flood of con- 
versions in these shares to common 
as second preferred holders switched 
to the latter stock rather than wait 
for redemption coin. Check of the 
first four days last week reveals that 
151,220 shares of the second prefer- 
ence issue were converted into com- 
mon, according to Stanton’ Griffis, 
chairman of Par’s executive com- 
mittee. 

Coupled with previous switches 
from the second preferred into com- 
mon, this now leaves about 255,601 
shares of these preferred shares out- 














31 GRIND OUT SCRIPTS 
IN RKO WRITING M 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Writing mill at RKO is grinding 
along at normal speed, with 
scribes working on stories for early 
production. 

In preparation are ‘My Favorite 
Spy,’ ‘It’s All True,’ ‘The Gilded 
Pheasant,’ ‘There Goes Lona Henry,’ 





Malachy’s Miracle,’ a second Michele 


| standing or about 56%. Thus Para- 
/mount would be called on to pay the 
|redemption price of $10.06 per share 
lonly on this reduced number of 
‘shares instead of 412,200 shares of 
!second preferred outstanding when 
| the redemption offer was made last 
| week. 

With the bank designated to han- 
| dle conversions reporting the heavi- 
| est business in Par shares 1928, in- 
| dications obviously are that the sec- 
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Literati 





Peace for the Duration? 


Plans for a wartime hiatus on la- 
bor difficulties on New York dailies 
were among a number of actions to 
meet new conditions taken by the 
Newspaper Guild of New York at a 
general membership meeting last 
week. Guild sent a letter to the 
N. Y. Publishers Assn, asking it to 
name a committee to meet with a 
similar committee from the Guild to 
settle all disputes for the duration. 

New York Guild, in a resolution, 
also recommended to national offi- 
cers that the American Newspaper 
Guild call a conference of the War 
Department, Navy Department, 
American Newspaper Publishers 
Assn., National Editorial Assn. and 
the Guild to discuss the handling of 
war news. 

Guild also has called a two-day 
local conference of its own execs to 
discuss war problems in the Guild’s 
relations with publishers. Topics 
will include how collective bargain- 
ing shall be carried out, how much 
organizing work shall be done, how 
replacements shall be made for men 
called to service, and other points. 

Emergency meeting has been 
called for tonight (Wednesday) to 
set up a national emergency com- 
mittee with a representative of every 
newspaper shop in N. Y. Through 
the committee newsmen will be able 
to volunteer to do their bit, such as 
publicity for civilian defense, bond 
sales and the like. 

Following their cancellation, be- 
cause of the war, of last Thursday's 
(11) scheduled work stoppage. Time- 
Life ‘employees met the following 
day in the mags’ exec council room 
to hear the management's reply to 
an arbitration proposal. They re- 
ceived instead a. telegram inform- 
ing them that the company hadn't 
had time to go into the idea. 

Employees thereupon decided on a 
letter to the management giving it 


ond preferred total will be further) until tomorrow (Thursday), at which 


before next Jan. 20, final 


‘Bombardier,’ ‘Shore Leave,’ ‘Father | reduced by conversions inf? common | time another employee meeting will 
date on!|be held in the council room, to re- | 
convert.| ply. They also named a committee | 
pay|to decide on ways and means of 





sured of 


TIME’S 2 WAR SPECIALS than $2,556,500. 


March of Time compieted two war 


America at War,’ went out midweek | week, 
City Music Hall. Second, | 
fields of the Pacific,’ was ready Fri-| 


setup in the south Pacific. 


aggressor nation and that Hitler} 


in the two wartime specials. for the 4% debs. 


Morgan starrer, and untitled produc- | which shareholders may 
tions by Jed Harris and Pare|Thus instead of having to 
Lorentz. 


‘Battle- | executive committee. This was done 
|in accordance with the announced 
day. It gave a resume of military| plan to retire all of these debs not 
| exchanged for the 4% debentures on 

M. of T. editorial policy, long aired | the call date last week and is in line 
in’ previous weeks, that Japan is an/| with Par’s policy of reducing its debt. 
About 9% of the 3%% debentures, 
must be watched is not overlooked | totaling $11,344,700, were exchanged | of 


| $4,000,000 to handle redemption of/ publicizing the company’s attitude in | 
|second preferred, Par already is as-|the event it doesn’t agree to arbi- 
having 


less | tration. 
Grievance which 


to lay out 
the Time-Life 


Paramount paid $1,336,300 out of | unit of the Newspaper Guild of New 
specials and shipped them to RKO) its excess cash for the retirement of 
exchange last week. First one, ‘Our | its outstanding 3%% debentures last 
it was revealed Monday (15) | 
and went on the new bill at Radio | by Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 


firing of Anna Goidsborough from 
Life because of ‘attitude and spirit.’ 
Guild maintains it was because of 
her union activities. 





Time-Life’s Remakes 
Time mag last week destroyed 
1,000,000 covers printed for the issue 
of Dec. 15. It carried a picture 
Heinrich Heydrich, important 





member of Hitler’s Gestapo, which | 
































sword, the battleship and the bombing plane. 
War, to be successfully carried on, needs the 
quickened and determined will of the people, 
and the theatre always has had its sector of 
martial operations. “The Trojan Women,’ by 
Euripedes, was as topical as ‘There Shall Be 
No Night,’ by Bob Sherwood. ‘Sergeant 
York’ is a bugle call heard far beyond the 
boundaries of a military camp. 


There’s a job for show business in this war 
and it’s about the most important task that 
people of the theatre ever have been called 
upon to tackle. This is a world struggle of 
many complex causes and meanings. That 
the American way of life will prevail, none of 
us doubts. But the fire of conflict will be in- 
tense. And only that part of the American 
way which is able to withstand the most se- 
vere test is likely to survive. 


Youth of show business is in the armed 
forces. President Roosevelt says they are the 
‘privileged’ ones. Thousands beyond the draft 
age are just as eagerly taking up the cause. 
For them the course of action is not so clearly 
indicated. In their hands, however, rests the 
answer to the challenge that show business, in 
all its varied forms and fields, shall perform its 
job courageously and intelligently. 


It is to be expected that people of the the- 
atre, imbued with imagination and patriotic 
impulse, will volunteer in the auxiliary forces 
behind the military front. However worthy 
the intent, one questions the wisdom of such a 
program, considering that both the public and 





SHOW BIZ’S ROLE IN -THE WAR 


Continued from page 1 











the fighters will require the highest caliber of 


amusements throughout the duration. Capable | 


artists, both men and women, would be wise 
to consider whether their place for greatest 
usefulness is not in show business itself. 


With millions in arms—in training or en- 
gaged in actual fighting—the need for theat- 
rical recreation is imperative. If there are any 
who believe that nightly performances in ser- 
vice theatres is a cinch and an easy life, those 
who already are trouping report otherwise. 





The civilian population also needs the ‘lift’ 
which only the theatre, in professional and ex- 
perienced hands, can supply to morale. 





It was ‘Tipperary’ which took the British 
Tommy into Flanders in the first World War. 
And long before Chateau Thierry the Amer- 
ican doughboy marched and drilled to the 
strains of George M. Cohan’s ‘Over There.’ 
These contributions from show business and 
showmen may seem at first glance of less mili- 
tary importance than well-equipped regiments, 
but lyricists and songwriters win battles, too. 
One Kate Smith broadcast of Irving Berlin’s 
‘God Bless America’ is worth a thousand re- 
cruiting speeches. 


America is in the war, and show business, 
ever alert to interpret the American spirit, is 
pledged to play its inimitable role. 


Let ‘ he said now that America will be 
yroud of its pe rz 
{ I angance. 


York wants arbitrated is the recent | 


the mag’s editors thought inap- 
propriate in light of the war situa- 
tion which developed after the 
printing was completed. New cover 
had pic of Admiral Kimmel, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the U.S. Fleet. 
Special plane was hired to rush 
500,000 of the new covers from Chi- 
cago, where they were printed, to 
Philly, where half of Time’s edition 
is run off. 

Life mag, which goes to press on 
Saturday night, had printed 125,000 
copies by Sunday afternoon when 
the war news broke. These were 
allowed to go into circulation, but 
presses were stopped and the front 
of the publication remade with 
eight pages of Jap war background 
stuff. 





Fortuny’s Bankrupt 


Fortuny’s Publishers, Inc., book 
publishers, filed a voluntary petie 
tion for reorganization in the N. Y., 
federal court Thursday (11), listing 
equal assets and liabilities, each be- 
ing $22,064. 

Fortuny’s has been in business 
since Oct. 1939, and no plan of re- 
organization accompanies the pe- 
tition. 

Monday (15), Carlo M. Flumiani, 
president, was sentenced to 18 
months in prison and fined $2,500 by 
federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind for 
fraud. The publisher was found 
guilty of extracting money from 
would-be authors for publishing 
their works. The publisher did issue 
some of the books in cheap editions 
and with virtually no sales effort, 
making royalties non-existent. 

Flumiani, an Italian, began his 
sentence immediately. He is an 
enemy alien and had made speeches 
in support of Mussolini’s Ethiopian 
campaign. ; 


Probe Foreign Language Dailies 


Prebe of all foreign-language, 
meaning non-Spanish, newspapers 
and reviews has just been launched 
by Argentina’s Congressional Com- 
mittee probing Nazi activities. 
Group, temporarily headed by 
Deputy Juan A. Solari, has been do- 
ing an 0.0, of its own and has also 
'asked the Director-General de Cor- 
jreos y Telegrafos (Posioffice) for 
| dope on all sheets going through the 
mails. Names of editors, managers 
| and stockhoMers are sought. 
| Argentina’s non-Castellano press is 
among thé largest in the world, there 
| being as many dailies in foreign lan- 
guages published in B. A. as in New 
York. Known that the Committee is 
especially interested in Nazi papers 
land those in Italian, which, often 
| with Argentine stooges, pound out a 
| steady diet of anti-democratic ma- 
| terial. 

Brazil recently clamped down on 
|all foreign-language dailies claiming 








li! residents of foreign extraction often 


| neglected to learn Portuguese because 
| they could get the day’s news in their 
| native tongue. Prior to the total 

ban. Brazilian sheets had to be 
| printed half in Portuguese and half 
'in whatever foreign language they 
|employed. No such restrictions in 
| Argentina, but they’re likely. 


Morehouse’s National 0.0. 

Ward Morehouse, who has ex- 
plored the Broadways of the world, 
and America’s own local Broadways, 
is assuming another kind of a jour- 
nalistic assignment, this time strictly 
vox pop, sans any show biz signifi- 
cances, It’s an explanatory junket 
into the emotions of Americans, now 
that we're at war. 

The N. Y. Sun gave its dramatie 
editor this roving assignment, on a 
straight repertorial basis, even 
though it’s very remote from any- 
thing pertaining to the theatre. 

Morehouse has been preparing 
Broadway columns a couple of weeks 
in advance, and hopped to the Coast 
this week for a direct look-in on the 
state of the citizenry in such acutely 
tense communities as San Francisco 
and Los Angeles. 





LITERATE OBITS 


Dmitri Merejkowski, 76, Russian 
writer and philosopher, died in Paris 
last week. 

E. L. Shuman, 78, managing editor 
of Current History Magazine from 
1916 to 1922, died in Yonkers, N. Y., 
Dec. 13. For the last few years he 
had been a freelance writer and edi- 
tor for G. P. Putnam & Sons and 
Harper and Brothers, book pub- 
lishers. 

Trumbull White, 73, since 1930 edi- 
torial counsel for American Maga- 
zine, and a former editor, writer and 
explorer, died Dec, 15 in N. Y. 
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Xmas with 
“How Green 
Was My Valley” 











"WATCH HGWMV OPENINGS! BACKED BY ONE OF THE GREATEST NATIONAL 
ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS EVER PUT BEHIND A PICTURE, PRE-SOLD 
wit u UNPRECEDENTED SHOWMANSHIP, “HOW GREEN WAS MY VALLEY’ ; 
WILL REPEAT THE TREMENDOUS TRIUMPHS OF ITS WORLD PREMIERE 
RUN AT (NEW YORK’S RIVOLI—AS IT ALREADY HAS AT SCRANTON 





j! AND WILKES- BARRE! 
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Already March of Time camera 
crews are mobilized and at their 
war stations! Besides the home 
office staff, ready to jump when- 
ever and wherever the news 
breaks, Black & Maedler are in the 
Pacific... Jurgens is in South Amer- 
ica... Hodgson & Wyand are still 
in London. ; 

Maurice Lancaster is with Wavell 
in India... Novarro is covering the 
Middle East...Rebiere is in Spain... 
Pages in French Africa...Nichols in 
Singapore...and Thomas Kwang is 
following Chiang Kai-shek and his 
armies from the Burma Road to 
Hongkong. 








These men will bring the biggest 





stories of the war to your screen! 
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NO BLACKOUTS ON SHOW 








AUDIENCES STAY 
IN THEATRES 


Behaviorism of Amusement 
Patrons and Theatre At- 
taches Mapped Out in N.Y. 
Industry Powwow with 
Civic Authorities 


PLAN OF CAMPAIGN 








Audiences should be held in the- 
atres and shows should be continued 
in event of an air raid. That was the 
consensus of advice handed confused 
house managers and owners last 
week. Difficulty seemed to be that 
the opinion was not unanimous 
among police and civilian defense 
officials—and their confusion was 
carried over to theatre operators, as 
evidenced by the mixed-up expres- 
sions of more than 1,000 managers 
and owners following a session called 
by New York police and fire officials 
at the Ziegfeld theatre last Friday 
(12). 

While most of the ‘experts,’ it is 
admitted, favored the ‘keep ’em in’ 
theory, others equally high stated 
after the meeting that they favored 
‘decentralization’ — getting people 
scattered about as much as possible 
so that a direct hit does a minimum 
of damage. The only thing that all 
Air Raid precaution people agreed | 
on was that everyone should be kept | 


off the street during a raid. | The 


New York police detail is that in the 
event of a direct hit on a theatre 
there will be many ple killed 
with one explosion and that can be 
avoided if people are _ scattered 
around in their homes. 


Much depends, too, as one mem- 
ber of the police ARP detail pointed 
out to ‘Variety,’ on construction and 
preparation in the individual house. 
Radio City Music Hall, for instance, 
is not only excellently constructed to 
stand heavy shock, but has made 
great preparations. It has 22 air raid 
wardens among its own employees, 
plus three roof spotters. M. H. would 
be as safe as any place in New York 
because, should the roof spotters note 
that danger in the M. H.’s direction 
really threatens, the entire audience 
can be directed into the tremendous 
underground passageways that 
honeycomb Rockefeller Center. Ab- 
sent from these are said to be water, 
gas and steam mains that are above 
subways and thus make them un- 
safe as refuge points. 


Rockefeller Center Safest 


Rockefeller Center management, 
incidentally, last week issued a no- 
tice to tenants of all the buildings 
advising them that the Center is one 
of the safest places in New York 
during a raid. Center has been set 
apart as a separate and self-contained 
air raid protection zone, with em- 
ployees as wardens. 

Bob Weitman, managing director 
of the Paramount, N. Y., who is an 
associate warden for the Times 
Square area, has taken the initiative 
among theatres, with his own house 
already completely prepared to cope 
with any emergency, and has printed 
up a pamphlet on precautions, which 
is being distributed to other houses. 
It is being sent to some theatres out- 
side of New York also and will be 
forwarded to others on request. 


include 





instructions weekly 


Toward that end, managers have | drills, already in effect at the N. Y. 


been advised to let anyone in off the 
street in the event of danger. 
many should be allowed into the 
house seems a matter of common 
sense. Lobby and aisles obviously 
shouldn’t be packed so that people 
inside are endangered. Solution de- 
pends partially on how far other 
places of cover are for people on the 
street. 
To Tell or Not to Tell ’Em? 

In the event it is decided to hold 
the audience, a question has arisen 
as to whether it should be informed 
or not of the pending raid. Police 


lieutenant who addressed last week's | 


session of managers deciared that he 
saw no particular point in telling the 
audience. On the other hand, it is 
pointed out, wouldn’t it be advan- 
tageous to make some announcement 
so that if explosions or sirens were 
suddenly heard inside the theatre, 
the audience wouldn’t get panicky 
and race for the exits. 

It seems well agreed that house 
lights should be on during a raid. 
How that fits in with the ‘the-show- 
must-go-on’ school raises another 
question. Managers obviously can’t 
have their lights up and be running 
film at the same time. And won't 
turning on the lights cause the audi- 
ence to start moving for the exits, 
anyway? Solution to that might be 
bringing house illumination up suf- 
ficiently to insure that aisles and pas- 


sageways can be clearly seen, yet not | 
so much that projection has to be| 


stopped. 

Important question back of all this 
is how safe actually is a theatre dur- 
ing an air raid. 


the New York police department ex- | 


pert on ARP say that, in his opin- 
ion, a theatre is about as safe a place 
as any. 

Experience in London has shown, 
he explained, that absolutely nothing 
will withstand a direct hit by a heavy 
bomb, whether it is a 40-foot deep 
shelter or a film house. Direct hits 
are fortunately very rare, he said, 
but if one is scored, chances of be- 
ing killed are virtually 100%, no 
— what type structure you are 
n. 

The only things to watch out for 
then, he stated, are bomb fragments, 
flying glass and walls caving from 
concussion. And if you are inside a 
modern, well-constructed theatre, 
you are fairly safe from injuries or 
death from these causes, the lieuten- 
ent declared. 

‘Decentralization’ Theory 

Opposite, or ‘decentralization,’ the- 
ory held by other members of the 


How | 


Managers at last | 
week’s forum weré pleased to hear | 


| 


Par, duties of the various employees 
of the theatre and complete details 
|as to what to do in the event of air- 
|raid alarms, blackouts or actual 
raids. For his own house, Weitman 
i has printed a detailed list of loca- 
tions of fire alarm boxes inside the 
| theatre, fire fighting units, extin- 
| guishers, hoses, stretchers, miscel- 
| laneous portable equipment, miscel- 
laneous stationary equipment, stand- 
ipipes and refrigeration room con- 
trols. Most other houses have taken 
similar steps. 

Major theatres have quickly in- 
stalled sand buckets, water pails, 
axes, asbestos gloves, portable lights, 
flashlights, blackout paint, etc. so that 
they are in readiness, 

As for special equipment, aside 
| from the supply of sand and fire ex- 
| tinguishers that should be plentiful, 
| fire commissioner strongly recom- 
mends an auxiliary lighting system 
| which operates from a one-cylinder 
| gasoline engine in the basement. 
Keeping the _ staff informed and 
drilled as to where all the equip- 
ment is and what to do with it is, 
of course, one of those common 
sense rules on which the whole pro- 
gram of safety depends. 

Keep-’9Em-Pepped-Up Stuff 

If the show comes to an end be- 
fore people can be allowed into the 
| streets, house managers are advised 
ito have some old song slides or song 
books on hand to keep the crowd 
amused and avert panic. Orchestra 
Hattie,’ legiter at the 











lat ‘Panama 


been provided with music to old 
tunes, which it keeps under the reg- 
| ular score on its stand, ready at any 
moment to start the audience on a 
songfest. 

Legit theatres in New York, in- 
cidentally, were instructed at a meet- 
ing of wardens in the Hotel Astor 
last Friday (12) definitely to keep 
the show going in event of an alert. 
It was decided that each theatre 
would have a member of the cast 
prepared to announce a warning had 
been sounded and that experience in 
London had shown it best for the 
audience to remain in the theatre. 


Times Square area, stretching from 
42d to 50th street and from Fifth to 
12th avenue, is in charge of Ed Sulli- 
van, New York News columnist; 
Robert K. Christenberry, v.p. and 
managing director of the Hotel As- 
tor, and Weitman. Christenberry is- 
sued a whole set of suggested rules 
for theatres and night clubs. They 
include: 
| ‘l. Theatre and company manager 








| area. held another meeting Monday 
46th Street, N. Y., for instance, has | 





will coordinate their authority and 
supervise the carrying out of all 
rules. 


‘8. Front doorman will be in charge 
of lobby and see that all doors are 
closed by himself and the porters. 
He will prevent any one from leav- 
ing the theatre. He is also the one 
to listen for the ‘all clear’ signal. 
Official air-raid warnings and signals 
are printed in the daily newspapers. 

‘3. While on duty, boxoffice staff 
will put out exterior lights including 
Signs, marque and fire escape lights 
and lobby. When the staff is off 
duty at night, manager will attend 
to this. 


‘4. Porters will see that all sand 
urns are filled and an extra bag of 
sand available. They will take 
orders from either manager or front 
doorman. 


‘5. Two or more ushers are to be 
on the orchestra floor and a like 
number in the balconies all during a 
performance. They are to have their 
flashlights “with them at all times. 
At alarm they are to stand by the 
exit doors, and if necessary to re- 
assure patrons. Chief usher will 
check on these duties before she 
goes off duty. 


‘6. Matron is to stay in her room 
and be in a position to render first 
aid and endeavor to calm any ex- 
cited or hysterical person. Keep all 
first aid needs available and on hand. 
Each theatre will have first-aid 
equipment. 


‘7, Musicians are under the direct 
control of the musical director and 
house contractor. They are to be in 
the pit all during the show, ready to 
follow any cue given from stage in 
emergency. 


‘8. House and company electricians | 


and operators are to stay at assigned 
post. Bag of sand is to be kept 
available. 

‘9. House carpenter is to assign 
men to asbestos curtain and sky- 
lights. Also to assign man to roof 


in case of incendiaries, with sand and 
extinguisher available. 


‘9. Stage doormen to carry out as- 
signments already given them by 
warden. 


‘10. Concessionaires have agreed to 
help out in emergency and they will 
take orders from those in authority.’ 

A test Ulackout of 45th street from 
Sixth to Ninth avenues, where many 
legit houses are concentrated, was to 
have been held Saturday at 9 p.m., 
but was called off. It was to co- 
ordinate the work of the theatrical 
electricians and stagehands, Local 3 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, who are charged 
with darkening the big spectaculars 
on Broadway. At a meeting of the 
electrical and stagehands unions at 
the Astor last week, it was indicated 
that no union wrath would be in- 
curred if managers or other em- 
ployes hurried to turn off switches 
to darken signs in an emergency. 
Unions are organizing crews which 
it is claimed can darken Times 
Square area in five minutes. 


A universal blackout precaution to 
be taken by theatres is painting or 
otherwise covering the skylight over 
the stage, which building laws re- 
quire in all theatres. 

Christenberry-Weitman - Sullivan 
trio, in an attempt to clear up some | 
of the confusion in the Times Square 


night (15) at the Astor. Theatres, 
hotels, night clubs, restaurants, large 
stores and doctors in the Times Sq 
area were represented. With police 
and fire department execs on hand, 
there was discussion and review of 
what to do on an air-raid alarm and | 
how to handle crowds. 





6 P.M. Theatre Curfew 


In Melbourne, Australia| 


Melbourne, Dec. 16. 

All theatres here are closing at| 
6 p.m. each day as part of the gen- 
eral emergency program here. Aus- 
tralian Government announced that 
it expected the theatres to close vol- 
untarily, but if they did not neces- 
sary action will be taken. 
Complete blackout isn’t in effect, 
but electric signs and illuminated 
shop windows have been prohibited. 
Street lighting continues, but has 











been reduced. Gasoline is virtually 
untivailable except strictly for busi- 
ness. 


—_——— 


If An Air Raid Comes 


Following precautions and instructions have been prepared by 
Robert M. Weitman, managing director of the Paramount~N.Y., who 
is alternate air warden in Times Square area. Instructions, fashioned 
for his own theatre, are being distributed, however, to other theatres 
including all Par houses. 








SAFETY OF PATRONS 


is our most important duty. We can avert possible serious calamity 
by suitable preparation, and calm, cool, efficient systematic operation. 


Panic can produce butchery even without the aid of a fire. The rea- 
son why some people become maniacs in a crisis is because they never 
stopped to think what they might do in an emergency. 


How many people really ‘look for the nearest exit’ before they settle 
themselves for the show? How many people, on gsing to a public 
building ever think of getting out in a hurry? The upshot is the same 
in every public disturbance; all the occupants attempt to go out the 
Same way at the same time—the same way they came in, which is 
the only way they know. And that pathway promptly becomes con- 
gested. One impatient shove, one excited scream and a taut crowd 
becomes a savage pack of animals. Please study and absorb a knowl- 
edge of the following points to guide us in an emergency. 

1. Weekly Drilis. 

a) Mechanical. 


Ps Rng discuss possible situations which might arise in or outside the 
eatre, 


c) Impress on employees the importance and necessity of drills and 
the responsibility of the theatre and its staff. 


d) Location of all fire fighting equipment in the theatre and proper 
uses, 


e) Location and method of turning in a fire alarm. 
f) Every employee has his post and duties. 


2. Engineers and electricians keep Managers’ Office informed of 
whereabouts at all times. 


3. The ‘show’ gees on under any circumstances unless notified by a 
member of the management. 


4. An alarm is given only by a member of the management and in 
no case is an employee to take it upon himself to give any alarm. 


5. An employee is to notify a member of the management immedi- 
ately in the event he hears of a disturbance, an air raid or otherwise. 


6. Night superintendent is to notify managers, and treasurers and all 
department heads in the event of an emergency. Detail instructions to 
night crew. 

7. Stage manager contact performers and musicians 
rooms. Dispatch crew to posts. 

8. Ushers take posts so that patrons can see them visibly—to give 
confidence and assurance. 

9. Doormen and Ticket Takers—If an emergency exists, such as an 
air raid, and we are approached by people seeking shelter, the treas- 
urer will be there to assist you in admitting these people, gratis. 

10. Stage Doorman—If rushed by people seeking shelter—admit 
them and call member of the management. 

11. Treasurers—Immediately assume positions near boxoffice and 
ticket doors. Keep only a working cash fund in boxoffice at all times. 
No surplus cash. 

12. Projectionists—Advisibility of closing shutters. 

13. Stage Manager—Asbestos curtain. Skylight. 

14. Superintendent—General housekeeping in good condition. 

15. Engineer—Determine whether or not to turn off the fresh air 
intake. If there is an outside fire and smoke can enter the fresh air 
ducis, turn it off. 

16. In case of a local emerzency, such as an air raid, general pro- 
cedure will be supplemented by an announcement from the stage. 

a) House lights must be raised before any announcement is made. 

b) Important to decide whether or not disturbance calls for clearing 
house. 

1. If necess@ry to clear house—by pre-arranged signal—ushers 
open specified exit doors, depending on their post and return to 
direct patrons. 

2. Manager announces—‘Because of a disturbance in the neigh- 
borhood, we have been requested to clear the theatre. Please 
use the nearest exit. The ushers will direct you.’ 

3. Play music, whether band, organ or recording. 

4. If stage show is on, it would be best if the personality con- 
ducting the show makes the announcement; but only if told to do 
so by a member of the management. 

5. Members of the staff serve as an example to the patrons and 
must manifest calm, and must make every move without rushing, 
excitement or exhibition of fear. We prepare for emergencies, 
but something unforeseen may occur which requires cool and col- 
lected thoughts resulting in good judgment. 

c) If there is an outside disturbance and we do not clear the house— 

1. Manager announcés—There is an outside disturbance, but 
there is no danger in the theatre. The show will go on.” 

If it is an air raid, the audience is told that they must remain 
in the theatre by request of the authorities 

2. All members of staff take posts for quieting and assuring the 
patrons 

17. In evént of an air raid—elevator operator follows same operation 
as he would in case of fire and then brings the elevator to the loge 
floor 

18. We have a trained nurse in the theatre, and because of the cur- 
rent situation, we are putting on an additional nurse. The nurse is 
located in the First Aid Room on the 10th floor 

19. Our house doctor has made arrangements to periodically lecture 


in dressing 


17 


all departments on first aid 

20. In order to keep calm those whom we have sheltered either in 
the lounge or in the lobby, we have a manually operated phonograph, 
Teri Josefovits at the concert piano, and Frank Judnick with his ac- 
cordion 


21. We are getting estimates for putting wire mesh in the boxoffice 
windows to make it shatterproof, and still not have a disturbing effect 
on the patrons who approach our boxoffice. 

22. We have asked our chief electrician to point out to the members 
of the management the switches which control all outside lighting. 
This, in the event only that the electrician on duty is not immediately 
available for the emergency. 

23. Electric Current—the theatre is supplied by hree power houses. 
We have A.C. and D.C. current. 

a) D.C. current feeds emergency lighting, such as aisle lights, exit 
lights, foyer lights and segregated spots. It also feeds the arc for the 
projection machines. 

b’ A.C. current feeds the sound system and the projection motors 

and all other lighting equipment. 

1. In the event of failure of the D.C. current, we can generate 
direct current with our A.C. motor generator (in the Engineers’ 
Fan Room) to feed the arc light in the projection machines. 

2. In the event of failure of the A.C. current, we cannot run the 
projectors nor could we have sound. However, we could have are 
lights and emergency lighting—and therefore still have a show. 

3. In the event of failure of all electrical current, we are at 
present getting estimates for purchasing special battery lamps 

24. Check the pamphlet on fire fighting equipment and acquaint your- 
selves with the uses of various extinguishers, 
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96th St. in Yorkville and Wagner, 


In Bklyn, Continue with German Pix 


+ 
> 2 





War or no war, Germans in Man- 
hattan and Brooklyn will continue 
to see—temporarily, at least—Nazi 
pictures. Two houses, the 96th 
Street in the Germanic Yorkville 
sector of Manhattan, and the Wag- 
ner in Brooklyn, continue to operate 
with the foreign-language product. 
Five other houses which regularly 
played”Reich film in the New York 
metropolitan area shut down with 
mutual American-German declara- 
tions of war last Thursday (11). 


Status of the various American 


Pearl Harbor Pix 





Newsreel headquarters in N.Y. 
still are hopeful of getting some 
material of first day’s fighting 
in the Japanese war, Dec. 7, in 
Pearl Harbor and Honolulu, but 
have no idea what week they 
will receive it. All five reels 
had staff cameramen on the job. 
But thus far the strict censor- 
ship has shut out even knowl- 
edge of what actually was pko- 


; - 2 tographed. 
exchanges which supply Nazi film is ty newsreel footage was 
in doubt. Only one is known to picked up by U. S. Army au- 
have definitely discontinued busi- thorities and subsequently 


ness. Biggest and most important is 
UFA, whose head, George Nitze, 
was nabbed by FBI men last week, 
even before hostilities with the 
Reich formally began. 


UFA office in the RKO building, 
N. Y., remains open. Two secre- 
taries are at work there, although 
neither seems to be doing much. 
Private offices of Nitze and Ernest 
Eisele, v.p., are dark. When the 
headquarters were visited by a ‘Va- 
riety’ reporter last week, the only 
person there besides the secretaries, 
was a mysterious gent in the waiting 
room. He wore no hat and coat and 
was doing a cross-word puzzle. 
Completely uncommunicative, it was 
impossible to determine whether he 


turned over to the Navy. Since 
then further detail has been en- 
gulfed by the first strict cen- 
sorship of the war. 


Film Directors 
All-Out Support 











Pledge to FDR. 


was an FBI agent watching the joint 
or a leftover office boy. Secretaries 
were likewise close-mouthed. 


Distribution agency which shkut- 
tered was the second in imvortance 
to UFA. It was the Casino Ex- 
change in Yorkville, whose owners 
also operated the Casino theatre. 
Casino’s three owners, curiously 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Screen Directors Guild, many of 


| whose members are serving or have 


enough, like a number of other men | 


in the German film biz in the U. S., 


served with the armed forces, wired 
a pledge of loyalty to President 
Roosevelt. Message, sent by George 
Stevens, prexy, reads: 

‘The Screen Directors Guild, rep- 
resenting over 500 directors and as- 
sistant directors in the motion pic- 


ture industry, pledges to you and 
Principal owner is Jo-|t ) our National Government the 
seph Scheinman. whole hearted loyalty, and all-| 

‘Our prints have all been placed | oyt support of every member of 
in dead storage for the duration,’ de- | 9™,, Guild. We are doing our share 
elared Scheinman. now and will gladly assume any ad- 

Other purveyors of Deutsche film | ditional sacrifices you may consider 
—almost all of it years old—are dif- in the prosecution of the 
ficult to check on, inasmuch as their was unprovoked by our 


are Jewish. 


necessary 


war which 


Par’s Manila H.Q. OK 


Cable received yesterday (Tues- 
day) by John W. Hicks, Jr., Para- 
mount foreign chief, from James Per- 
kins, supervisor of the company’s 
business in the Orient, stated that the 
Par office and personnel in Manila 
thus far had escaped Japanese bomb- 
ings. Also that the company was| 
continuing to service theatres there. 

Hank Henry, manager of the Ma- 
nila exchange, was called te active 
duty at the start of the war because | 
he’s a Naval Reserve officer. 


NEWSREELS POOLING 
ON WAR COVERAGE 














Prelim discussions as to how the! 
five American newsreels are to cover 
the warfront were held Monday (15) | 
in New York with the reels’ editors | 
talking with U. S. Army reps while | 
Naval officers sat in. The news- | 
reels, which appreciate that full! 
military censorship now is in effect, 
are seeking the right of coverage, | 
with army-navy representatives ex- | 
pected to formulate some policy by | 
the end of the week after reporting | 
back to Washington. 


While told that roto coverage only 
will be permitted in combat areas, 
the newsreels offered a pooling ar- 
rangement whereby each outfit 
would designate two men to cover 
the front. Also the possibility of 
adding more men, with the same 
number from each newsreel, as the 
exigency develops was discussed. 
However, apparently it was felt that 


: Service Center 


Chi Showmen Get Plans Under Way 
For Free Shows for U.S. Service Men 





Chicago, Dec. 16. 

Amusement & Recreation Division 
of the Chicago Commission of Na- 
tional Defense has put into effect 
the No, 1 John Golden plan for ser- 
vice men’s morale. Every day the 
in Chicago will be 
contacted by each theatre manager 
and informed how many guests the 
theatre can handle that day. 

This plan was okayed and sent un- 
der way by the committee which is 


| headed by James Coston of the War- 


ner Bros. circuit, John Balaban of 
Balaban & Katz, Eddie Silverman of 
the Essaness circuit, and Hal Hal- 
perin of ‘Variety,’ who is chairman 
| of the Executive Advisory Board. 


Commission has also set up a sports 
division headed by Arthur Wirtz of 
the Chicago Stadium; opera division, 
topped by James Thompson and J. 
Charles Gilbert. Radio division is 
headed by Ray Jones of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists, the- 
atrical agencies by David P. O’Mal- 
ley, vaudeville by Jack Irving of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
John Pollock, John Golden’s rep 
here, and Frank Dare of Equity, han- 
dle the chair for the legitimate the- 
atre division, and Frank Smith, of 
the RKO Palace, is chairman of the 
stage presentations committee. 


The Chairmen 
William McFeteridge, Frank Olsen 


of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees, and Ed 
Benkert of the Chicago Federation 
of Musicians, are chairmen of the 
labor division. 

Clyde Eckhardt, of 20th Century- 
Fox, is chairman of the motion pic- 
tures committee; Jack Kirsch, presi- 
| dent of Illinois Allied, heads the pic- 
|ture theatres committee. Joey Ja-| 


the two-men-per-reel plan would 
provide adequate material with the 
veteran newsreel men rotated, each 
outfit getting similar footage. 


Reason for seeking some such ar- 
rangement by the newsreels is that 
they want experienced cameramen, 
accustomed to grinding out stories 
under all circumstances, to photo- 
graph the war story. 





is chair- 











| show Biz Mobiliz es| 


ac bane from page 3 


unions, exhib organizations, exec | 
groups, tradepapers and social and | 
welfare societies. 





| 
| 
| 


businesses have been small and they | eountry y. We are secure in the 
iy 12 “athar | 
operate out of their homes rather | pnowle ige that under your leader- | 
. ~ ar Ps RAC rv i 
than from regular offices. They in- ship there shall be only one out- | 
clude Henry Kaufman, Bruno come. 


Zwicker and Charles Unger. Ap- Me »f the Guild in military 


»mbers lief. Monday’s meeting was held in 
parently at least some continue op- and naval service include Major |the Hudson theatre “with Rachel 
erating, inasmuch as the 96th Street | W. S. Van Dyke, 2d, Commander | Crothers as chairman. At the some 
-_ Wagner theatres are playing | yonn Ford, Lieut. John Farrow, | theatre and with the same chairman 
their pix. a a Lieut. Leslie Fenton, owt run | in 1917 was founded the Stage 
. Wing, Lieut. Frederick Spencer, ;Women’s War Relief, which raised 
Houses which locked up on Thurs- Flight Officer Edgar C. Anderson, | almost $8,000,000 for aid of soldiers 
day are the Casino and Garden in|} jsut William Halperin, Sergeant | and their families in World War 2 
Yorkville, the Mozart in Brooklyn, Lee Sholem Corporal Morris R. | Am = J h “ ‘ ae 3 * 
the Hindenburg in Irvington, N. J..| %. - 1 Richer P | ar oe oe 
Ls t , + | Abrams, Corporal Richard A. Green, imany of whom spoke, were Helen 
and the Transfer in North Bergen, | Privates Henry W. Silk, Mickey | Hayes, Jane Cowl. Gertrude - 
N. J. Most of the houses outside of aa ve + Stanley Hough Leonard esd vend B ¢ ata Bu: a 
the New York area which played - oer age ne Lev neatagttes Richard Soret 4} . o* “9 in aCe, yp haces 
Nazi pix regularly—there were four | > iH “sy ps bisa gear eredith, Clif on Webb. hota 
ea . B . camp, and Ga n Wood, Maurice Evan Margaret 
of them—are believed also to have | - ‘ecial duty in Wa sf Wel Rigi arsenal age hesiiits 
shuttered. They include Gi in . Tibl oe ‘ “ta rie lat er 
Sieh Sitiwenhne: Ctennan Sin - ribbett, Brock Pemberton, John 
Chicago: Little, Buffalo. and| ==...» © Golde ee. Tom Powers, Newbold Mor- | 
Princess, San Francisco ’ | ris, president of New York City | ‘ou 
Two houses in New York that con- WB 5 P. I. Personnel Safe Council and heads of various unions 
tinue to play the German product Bert Lytell, Equity prez, presided 
are offering nothing that resemble oa Tarner ros. re- ; oye 
propaganda Ninety-sixth Street Ho page: ie Peg 4 on Ma- | a © mena . 
whieh has been the regular New nile wi stated that theatres in Holivwe a — sec a6. 
York outlet for UFA’s strongest pep oe ao sv petal gg Bs agar 4 ~~ ywood's writing craft, repre- | 
talks and scare film, is now showing | y, ym Cliff ‘Almy, in charge of | > nee, rageg~: A gs anon, Scrvoan 
ier Winkes und ik Cireane ‘Liahe’ = ae » aor : an ae pn ny Publicists Guild Radio Writers | 
(‘The Small and the Great Love’) | “2 os t+ who headquarters at | Guild, Newspaper Guild and the 
and ‘Sein Besten Freund’ (‘Your M nil . ind ‘eae 1 ee ee ee ee ee 
Best Friend’). Latter is about dogs. | © on ‘e on 1 personnel safe The- | ager “— Paes HR reapers 
Owners or manager of the 96th —_ anneainetie closed through- 8 aiding Civil autnorities in na- 
Street could not be reached. Cashie1 bay aN esac at nas See 
contacted several tims uid the) a “aap an gervanee . 
weren’t there, they had left n nee agree . 
as to when they woul 1 be there and | 86th St ‘t+ in Yorkville to watch the g tne especia ) 
she didn’t meme where they could | nane) , marquee lette come | Civilian protectix public info j 
be reached. She declared that the | down from front of the Casino and O1 eec! nphie ev 
house had had no difficulty and as | Gard Sigt were hung saying | paper features, m rate Cevelopment 
long as there was no trouble, opera- | house Id reopen soon under new | radio appeals, radio programs, pub- 
tion. would continue with German- | po ae SERA, SOCCER RENAR, COPe- 
language product ~ Scheinman said he hadn’t decided | mental films, organization wor! 
Schieber’s Legal Attitude vet what the new policy at the Ca- | staff and office duties, publicity, pub- 
‘’ll run until some law or regu-! sino would be. Joseph Krulick, who | lic education, posters and art. 
lation requires that I stop,’ Albert | runs the Garden, thought he would | Named to the Inter-Guild Com- 
Schieber, operator of Brooklyn’s| probably use American _Teissues. mittee to Coordinate Defense work 
Wagner stated. He added that his! Pri yperty in which the Casino is 0- | were Paul Franklin, True Board- 
Trent was paid until Jan. 1 and he'd | cated belongs to an organization of | man, Hec Chevigny, Jerome 
try to keep open at least until then. | musicians—including many officers | Schwartz, Sam Moore for Radio; 
House is in a competitive situation | and members of New York’s Local | Lesley Mason, Jerry  Breitigan, | 
that would make it impossible to} 802—which was absorbed into 802 Walter Seltzer, for Screen Pub- | 
operate with the American film it | when that was formed. | licists; Gieney Buchanan, John Lar- | 
could obtain, Schieber declared. He | Two Loew’s and one RKO houses !in, Francis Faragoh, Jac# Jung- 
said business has been 60-70% be-| within a block will be ¢ mpetish Meyer, Jr ' nobers Ros a Arnaut 
low normal. although part of that | faced by the Garden and Casino} D’Usseau, for writers Guild. 
he attributed to Christmas. ‘hould they turn to Hollywood prod- Norman Miller was spokesman for 
Frank Hohenreiter, operator of the | uct. indie press agents in volunteering 


German-language houses in Irving- 
ton and North Bergen, just across 
the river from New York City, were 
both locked up Thursday without a 
anything else to indicate 
Owners 


Wagner's opposition house in Brook- | 

lyn, the Mozart, asserted he didn't | 

know when he would reopen. He's 

going to try to convert the spot into 

a newsreeler, he declared, if he can | sign or 

get the product. whether they will 
Crowds assembled Thursday along | could not 


reopen. 


ye TOuNA, 





|atre Wing of the British 


Ex-British War Relief 
American Theatre Wing War Serv- 
ice was formerly the American The- 
War Re- | 


| services for office civilian defense. | 
Full membership of the Screen} 
Cartoonists Guild has been offered | 
to the Government for picturizing | 
ithe handling of bombs and other 
emergency measures 
j The Gri up has 250 trained 


| Byfield, of the Sherman Hotel, 


|man of the music publishers com- 


| ticket 
| are now working on a plan for spe- 
| cial shows for certain times and spe- 


famusement of the service men in 


cobson, of the Chez Paree, 
man of the cafe division, and Ernest 
tops 
the hotel group; Erwin Barg is chair- 


mittee. 

Tom Flannery, of White Way Sign 
Co., is general chairman of the ad- 
visory committee. 

Having taken care of immediate 
distribution the committees 


cial occasions. Sought are 250,000 
members pledged to work for the 


Chicago. Balaban & Katz has. al- 
ready placed trailers on the’ screens 
in all their theatres seeking such 
membership and asking families to 
invite soldiers or sailors to their 
homes for Christmas dinner, and in 
return, the soldier or sailor will be 








i have 


K. theatres for Christmas. 

Division has already obtained 
more than 10,000 applications for 
free workers in the defense activie 
ties. 

Unions Join Plan 

The sports committee is receiving 
tickets for all types of sports events, 

All theatrical unions and guilds 
joined the defense project, and 
Equity, the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists and the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists, plus the 
various theatrical agents and agen- 
cies, combined in a pledge to de- 
liver regular shows for the Center. 
Special shows have been ordered 
for Saturday and Sunday mid-after- 
noon, two spots which were ad- 
mitted as former low points in 
weekend entertainment for the sServ- 
ice men. 

Through Olsen 10 stagehands do- 
nated services to install stage and 
lighting equipment for shows in the 
Center. IATSE has also donated 
four men for each show to insure 
proper backstage overations. 

Also in the offing is a plan for the 
organization of flying entertainment 
squadrons, small entertainment 
groups to work platform dates at 
defense factories and plants within 
a radius of 50 miles from Chicago. 
Each squadron will do a show of 15 
or 20-minute duration during rest 
periods at these plants and would 
cover four or five of them each day. 

Chicago area wil! contribute sev- 
eral shows to the group which will 
be started on the 14l-camp circuit 
by USO-Camp Shows, Inc., early in 
January. CSI committee was set up 
here last week with Halperin as 
chairman. 

Assisting Halperin will be Nate 
Platt of Balaban & Katz. Morris 
Silver of the William Morris agency. 
Morie Lipsey of Music Corp. of 
America, Dan Graham of Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists, Charles Hogan 
and David P. O’Malley, agents and 
bookers, Frank Dare of Equity, Jack 
Irving of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, Ray Jones of the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 
tists, and Fred Evans, Ed Beck and 
Charles Niggemeyer, producers. 

Shows are to be plugged at $1,000 
a week. 


SOS Legit System 


Legit theatres have an SOS service 
for soldiers and sailors. When biz 
looks light, the call goes out in hurry 
just before curtain time that there’s 
room for 50 or 100 service men, and 
the military authorities dispatch 
them to see this or that show, from 
USO ticket headquarters. 





their host, free, at one of the B. & 
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Spectacular Stage Productions 











Starts Thur., Dee. 18 


‘NIGHT OF 
JANUARY 16TH’ 


LOEW’S 


STATE “| . 


| Robert PRESTON 
SHADOW Ellen DREW 
| n Pe Lo 
of the Phil REGAN 
” ’ 3 
THIN MAN | THREE SAILORS 
Fanny Kitty 
ARTIE SHAW WATSON 
and His Orch Mary Raye & Naldi 





artists. i 








Starts THURS. 


Her first film 
in two years. 


Broadwas 


SHIRLEY TEMPLE 
“KATHLEEN” 


in M-G-M’'s 











Be 
“HOW GREEN WAS 
MY VALLEY” 


Aerists RIVOLI “stn’se* 
MICNITE SHOWS 
= 





Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 








2ND WEEK 


‘BLUES IN THE NIGHT’ 


4 New Warner Bros. Hit with 
Priscilla LANE e@ Betty FIELD 


PERS* 


COUNT 


AND HIs 
BAS I E oRcH. 
Extra! HATTIE McDANIEL 


STRAND B’way &475t. 














STH WEEK 


DUMB’ : 
ie 

7 
s 


53rd St. & BROADWA\ y 6-5353 
Peaster Prices—Doors Open 9:30 A.M. 
Mezz. Seat: Reserved in Advance 





B'WAY & 
47th St. 


‘:PALAC 


Jary Grant - Joan Fontaine 


—in— 


‘SUSPICION’ 








TUMES 
SQUARE 





PARAMOUNT 
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| * HELD OVER 2nd WEEK 

i+ Paramouuat —In Person— 

| # Presents ORRIN 

| Bing CROSBY TUCKER 

| | Mary MARTIN and Band 
—m ‘BIRTH OF Wee Bonnie 
m THE BLUES’ |! Baker 
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Wednesday, December 17, 1941 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


AN OPEN LETTER 





The undersigned went to Warner Bros. Studio with malice toward none and 
with no axe to grind. 


I'll admit | was a little undernourished. So what happened? 
They fed me on Stage Seventeen. 


MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 


| 
(A Warner Bros. Picture) 


7 




















LET'S CARRY ON 


The above portrait gives proof that I've come a long way. 


Now what happens? J. L. Warner, Hal Wallis and etcetera takes one look 
at me and says 


“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW™ 


(A Warner Bros. Picture) 




















oe ee 





The above portrait gives proof that | am no longer the undernourished kid! 


Sincerely, 
Personal 
Management 


=. JIMMY DURANTE 





























Wednesday, December 17, 1941 


SHO WMANACEMENT 


29 











AS 


er! 





DE OEE TOO PID OD IESE OBIE IES 


9TH ANNUAL 


ARI. 


LOWMANAGEMENT 





SURVEY OF 





Inaugurated In 1933 


Oa aN vaniVarivarivevive 


aN livaxitvaviVaxitvaxivay 








EST 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 





The dream of isolation is ended; the awakening of 
involvement in war is upon us. We do not yet 
fully know how the new realities may translate 
themselves for radio. There are imponderables of 
military, naval and morale requirements, Some 
stations because of their locations may be silenced 
or taken over or constantly interrupted. The new 
voice of authority will be the interceptor command 
brigadier generals. Radio management must yield 
its former privileges and in so doing may suffer 
losses of advertising revenue. 


Some of the things that have already happened 
to radio stations, and some of the developments 
still possible, were freely discussed in news stories 
published in ‘Variety’ in recent years. It was per- 
haps only a symptom in a national lapse from 
realism that seme radio stations resented this pub- 
lication at the time for its attempt to prepare them 
mentally. 


Now at last the farce of ‘neutrality’ Is ended. The 
longest and most repetitious debate in history has 
adjourned. Radio has at least one war-created 
thing to be thankful for, there 1s no more America 
First Committee to make radio executives miser- 
able. War may, of course, provide new variations 
of misery for the industry but at least the war has 
excused it from certain speakers and their bull- 
dozing tactics. 


War may well test radio showmanship as peace 
never did. Obviously it will fall to radio to make 
the largest and most important single contribution 
to national morale. This will put a premium on 
skill and judgment and those who know how, those 
who have studied programming rather than mere 
account solicitation. The radio salesman is apt to 
be a little less than his former god-like self. Cer- 
tainly this much will be true: those who never in- 
terested themselves in the showmanship end will 
be at a disadvantage in contributing anything con- 
structive or creative. It will be rather puny to have 
nothing to offer beyond announcements, no pro- 


grams but news, sports and phonograph records. 


But of that the record of 1942 which is about to 
be written will speak more surely than any antici- 
patory comment here and now, 


What of the 1941 showmanagement survey? Did 
more stations file replies, or fewer? Did radio 
showmanagement on the whole seem more mature, 
more socially responsible, more understanding? 
Somewhat fewer stations answered (140 in all) but 
the general quality of their replies did average 
higher intellectually than in previous years. 

(Because of the confusion incident to the early 
weeks of war, it was decided not to place that show- 
management data on view to the trade in New York 


City, an innovation that had been contemplated 
and that may be adopted next time.) 


Many of the station replies this year constitute 
elaborately detailed diaries of day-by-day operation, 
A number of them could with little editing serve 
almost verbatim as a presentation of the best type 
of moderii station operation in the United States 
of 1941, 


The most puzzling reply received by ‘Variety* 
was from B. J. Lavin, sales manager of WDAY, 
Fargo, North Dakota, who took the trouble to ree 
turn a questionnaire, empty, with this notation In 
red: ‘When somebody comes out and asks us point 
blank just how wonderful we are, we're just 


speechless ’ 


As has been true from the beginning of these 
aintual surveys the awarding of plaques has been 
on an if-and-when basis, If merit was noted in 
any field of activity, then ‘Variety’ held itself free 
to turn the spotlight in that direction. While the 
majority of awards still go to radio stations fixed 
classifications are ignored. It has been the conviee 
tion of this publication that it could best recognize 
‘showmanagement’ and other contributions to the 
art of radio if exempt from any need to conduet the 
survey, say, this year as last year. Showmanship 
is constantly changing as the world changes and 
‘Variety’ attempts to keep its frame of reference 
up to the minute. It would be easier for ‘Variety’ 
and for radio stations to have the standards more 
precise but the case in favor of flexibility seems 
overwhelming on the score of sharpness of foeus, 


The editorial line followed in the official 


‘Variety’ questionnaire for 1941 underscored the 
public relations policies, if any, of stations. Publie 
relations has peen a neglected aspect of broadcast 
management generally. It is perhaps fair to say 
that the telltale mark of amateurism has shown 
through in this department more often and more 


glaringly than anywhere else. In connection with 
the showmanagement survey four years ago 
‘Variety’ gathered and published comment upon, 
and excerpts from, the ‘sales promotion’ of stations, 
The output ran to crude quality, often being hand- 
drawn stencil stuff such as a high school class 
secretary would be ashamed of. To put such stuff 
into the mails, to circulate it nationally, to expose 
it to the smiles of sophisticates revealed the perfect 
somnabulant. Many have felt that publie relations 
in radio was in about the-same relative state of 
crudity. 


As these lines are typed the nation is coming out 
of its first trauma, As we were saying—now the 
test of war. 
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Citations: Advancing the Art of Radio 





The plaques presented in connection with the 1941 Showmanship Survey 


of ‘Variety’ are announced herewith under six different headings. 


order of their listing has no special 


The 


significance. The regular annual, or 


showmanagement, awards are first, followed by a special ‘Patriotic Leader- 
ship’ class which will perhaps have more than ordinary interest at this time. 
‘Public Relations’ will be recognized as the echo of the editorial emphasis 


in this year’s questionnaire from ‘Variety.’ 


The other ‘classifications’ rep- 


resent ‘Variety’ spotlights on cooperative community programming, the 
summer series of ‘Forecast’ auditions presented by CBS, and the blossom - 
ing of serious radio criticism in the New York Times, three events which, 
each in its way, seems to have been a contribution to the art of radio. 


There is no plaque this year for 


any radio advertiser or advertising 


agency, an omission wholly due to the failure of ‘Variety’ to find a clear- 
cut case. The provocative experimental work done with the Stanton- 
Lazarsfeld program analyzer mechanism did seem plausibly entitled to 


recognition by this survey. 


Perhaps it is fair to state publicly that the 


Raymond Spector agency's enterprise in this connection was favorably 
noted. It pioneered where bigger agencies did not. Two questions of doubt 


arose, however. 


First, and most important, the originators and chief 


authorities on the program analyzer mechanism, Dr. Frank Stanton of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting, and Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld of Columbia University, feel 
that the mechanism has still not been in use long enough for a full weigh- 


ing of its value. 


Second, the Spector agency’s former research director, 


Horace Schwerin, had been too much identified with ‘Variety’ through 
the publication in these columns last July of a series of articles dealing 


with the tests. 
above reproach. 


The ‘Variety’ survey, like the minister’s wife, desires to be 


The ‘citations’ for 1941 are as follows: 





CKCL 


TORONTO 

This station of which Henry S. 
Gooderham is president has provided 
a well-balanced outline of how a 
radio station may serve its country 
and its home town during wartime. 
Canada is not entirely comparable 
to the United States since the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. is not only 
arbiter of all non-Government sta-~ 
tions but the actual operator of the 
only network in the country. This 
fact of CBC’s status, quite unlike the 
FCC in America, plus the imposition 
of many Federal controls, prohibi- 
tions and regulations alters the whole 
problem. 

CKCL (1,000 watts on 580 kilo- 
cycles) has made an intelligent ad- 
justment to its environment and has 
identified itself in numerous ways 
with its community. It is here cited 
for this successful blend of the pub- 
lic interest and its own. interests. 


EL MUNDO 


BUENOS AIRES 


It requires no gift of clairvoyance 
to anticipate future radio ties and 
exchanges between the two conti- 
nents of this hemisphere. ‘Variety’s’ 
own expanding awareness of radio in 
latin lands led last year to the award 
of a showmanagement plaque to Sta- 
tion XEW in Mexico City. It seems 
& very sensible idea to again single 
out a distinguished radio operation 
in Pan-America. This choice falls 


upon Station El Mundo (LR-1) in| 


Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

It gives but a small hint of El 
Mundo’s many-sided operations to re- 
port that it is six years old, of 50,000 
watts power, that it has 102 em- 
ployees of whom 80 are musicians 
and entertainers. 
ship in balanced programming, spe- 
cial events, public interest, cultural 
matters and, interesting to Yanqui 
advertisers, in its utilization, some- 
what tentatively still, of Norteameri- 
cano-style radio research. El Mundo 
makes a conscientious and consistent 
effort to maintain first-class broad- 
casting standards, and while closely 
pressed by Station Belgrano and Sta- 
tion Splendide, its edge of distinction 
in Argentina is commonly conceded. 


WCAU 


PHILADELPHIA 


Shortly after the defense program 
got under way, station after station 
swung into action. The old ‘public 
interest, convenience or necessity’ 
got a fresh coat of paint as the boys 
Swung into action enthusiastically 
and eagerly to put defense on the 
airwaves. 

Among the pioneers in defense 
broadcasts was WCAU in Philadel- 
phia. An old hand at public service 
broadcasting, and with the intellect 
and technique of the personnel al- 
ready in first gear, it isn’t surprising 
that the station turned out a com- 
plete, showmanly job. For one ex- 
ample; the station wrote, produced 
and made records of a series of 
quarter-hour dramatic shows on 
naval flying, sending a crew to Jack- 
sonville, Fla., for the material. These 
recordings are still being used by 
38 stations in the 4th Naval District. 

While saluting WCAU for a spe- 
cific job well done, the basis on 
which they have been given this 
showmanship awaru are more inclu- 
sive. For while it is natural, and 
admirable, that stations should com- 
pete with each other in contributing 
to national defense, WCAU has been 





It is in its leader- | 


4) 
vv. 


competing with itself since way back 
in programs of public service. 

It is worthy of note that even to- 
day, though he has been called up 
by the Navy, the station’s president, 
Doc Levy, spends several hours 
daily at the station, where perhaps 
50% of his callers are of a public 
service nature. Four executives on 
the staff devote half their working 
time to making sure that ‘organiza- 
tions and important people are 
familiar with WCAU’s efforts in the 
public interest. These efforts have 
ranged from series to raise funds 
for charity to a campaign to get 
‘names’ back to Philadelphia radio. 

The picture of WCAU’s policy and 
definition of the obligations of radio 
can fit only a large frame. 


WINO 


WEST PALM BEACH 


Most managers of small stations in 
small communities will agree that 
bucking the competition of networks 
and of more powerful and affluent 
stations is a tough job. But without 
minimizing the problems, most will 
also agree that the average commu- 
nity falls into a pattern of common 
tastes and interests which serves as a 
guide in the operation of the local 
station. 

The idea, then, of a 250-watter in a 





= 

be made up of ‘home folks’ 
and emigrees who left the civic pride 
back in the home state when they 
went South where the dollar stretches 
further, plus a four-month influx of 
the moneyed set, conjures up a heap 
of foreboding. 


network pro- 
several ap- 


audience, to whom 

grams are available, 
proaches seem almost inevitable. 
There’s the pile of records, for in- 
stance, and an announcer to string 
together the whole dreary, monot- 
onous business. Then there’s the 
‘flash’ appeal, involving much spec- 
tacular hoopla to make the citizen 
aware he has a local station—even if 
it doesn’t make him listen to it. Or 
there’s the grateful-for-any-accounts- 
we-can-get attitude with the result- 
ant lack of intelligent restriction. 

None of these things is true of 
WJNO. Without ignoring the unique 
seasonal elements, the station has 
proceeded on the basis that West 
Palm Beach is just as hometown as 
any other place. By establishing it- 
self as a county institution it has not 
only taken the glitter of Palm Beach 
into its stride, but has put it to work. 

Though well-known personalities 
are put on the air, they are put on to 
bolster civic institutions such as the 
Boy and Girl Scouts, Junior Red 
Cross, Community Chest drives, wom- 
en’s clubs, and the like. 

During the past year, the station 
not only restricted the number of 
concerns in a given line of, business 
which could buy time on the station, 
but inaugurated a ‘Truth in Adver- 
tising’ campaign in cooperation with 
the Chamber of. Commerce and the 
local newspaper. 

In these and in many other ways 
WJNO seems to have smartly gauged 
its own position in the community. 
And since it locks at that position 
with respect and considers it impor- 
tant, its listeners should develop a 


like opinion. 
WJR 


DETROIT 


In 1925 WJR was in the hands of 
the receivers. Back of the bank- 
ruptcy was the picture of a poorly 
equipped 5,000-watt station operating 
in competition with a station sup- 
ported by an established newspaper. 
The mere fact that WJR was able to 
survive a harried infancy to flourish 
into a 50,000-watt station is not, of 
course, reason for its now being 





awarded a showmanship plaque. But 








COMMERCIAL POLICIES: 


1941 





KMBC Stricter 

‘Most important move in the mat- 
ter of ‘good taste’ was made in the 
fall of 1941 at KMBC when the man- 
agement announced its decision to 
discontinue, after expiration of cur- 
rent contracts, advertising of laxa- 
tives and certain other medicinal 
products which might be considered 
on the ‘borderline’ of material ac- 
ceptable to mixed groups of listen- 
ers.’ 





Strengthened Schedule 

*‘WCAU started a campaign to bring 
names back to Philadelphia radio. In- 
troduced Orth Bell in a two-a-day au- 
dience show with orchestra. Brought 
Mrs. George H. Earle to the air 
commercially. Effected the return of 
such Philadelphia names as Powers 
Gourand, Taylor Grant, Betty Hurd, 
etc.’ 





Stress on Newscasts 

‘....-priding ourselves (WCPO, 
Cincy) as being the ‘world’s greatest 
newspaper of the air’ with newscasts 
every hour on the hour and new 
headlines every hour on the half 
hour (all sponsored)....these activi- 
ties include a man who is our con- 
tact with the Rotary Club and ap- 
pears before the group at its weekly 
meetings, giving news items which 
were broadcast immediately prior 
over the station.’ 





WGAR’s Sponsor Parties 

“We give a party of some kind to 
every one of WGAR’s regular year 
in and year out clients or those who 
are our potential ‘regulars.’ This 
party may be a luncheon and a ball 
game, a golf game and dinner and 
a prize fight, tickets to the opera or 
symphony concerts or to the Hanna 
Playhouse—but every client sys- 





tematically is given a ‘line party,’ 


which means that a group of us get 
together with a group of the client’s 
executives staff.’ 





Main Street Forever 
‘Station WITH will talk the lang- 
uage of Baltimore—not the language 
of New York or Hollywood. It will 
be the very first Baltimore radio 
station to really concentrate on the 
People of Baltimore.’ 





The Sponsor’s Job 

‘We refuse to accept per inquiry 
or guarantee return advertising. 
Our policy on that is that while 
WJLS, Beckley, W. Va., can provide 
an audience, we can’t guarantee that 
they’ll buy what the advertiser (7?) 
wants to foist on them. 





Announcers Important 

‘Each WIP announcer has been 
carefully built into a personality on 
the air, and each man in turn has 
created a tremendous following, 
which is self evident in the average 
weekly mail to the men of more than 
1,500 letters. Station not only bene- 
fits by creating fan listeners, but 
establishes a guaranteed audience 
for sponsors.’ 





With, Not Behind Public 
‘WOR must know the trends of 
public acceptance, public enthusiasm, 
public apathy, and public disfavor. 
We must not ‘follow’ these trends. 
We must be with them in action, 
ahead of them in thought.’ 





But Not High-Hat 

‘We decline all liquor advertising, 
all advertising that is even in bad 
taste, whether legal or not. In one 
case, a large optical account was re- 
jected after a study of its setup and 
operations. WSYR’s not high-hat, 
but it recognizes a responsibility to 
listeners.’ 





With such a loosely knit, diverse | 





the fact that in climbing the hill, the 
station leaned heavily on showman- 
ship of an unusually human and 
penetrating sort is reason enough. 

Knowing your station will reach 
a certain type of listener is one thing. 
Knowing that audience intimately 
and sympathetically is quite another. 
That WJR knows its farmer, for ex- 
ample, is probably best told in its 
own words: ‘From a purely enter- 
tainment viewpoint, it was obvious 
that we need not segregate the farmer 
from the city-dweller. The farmer's 
taste in music is no different than 
anybody else’s. He, too, laughs at 
Fred Allen and Charlie McCarthy. 
He worships as do the city folk. 
His wife uses the same recipes as 
does the city wife. But, of course, 
his business is unique and here we 
could serve him well.’ 

Working on the premise that its 
audience is first a farmer, to be en- 
lightened, aided and even abetted, 
the station has not forgotten that the 
farmer is also a human being, to be 
amused and distracted. Over the 
basic layer of service—-its farm fo- 
rum, its financing of a conference of 
the nation’s agricultural leaders, its 
pioneering in price quotations to pro- 
tect farmers from unscrupulous buy- 
ers, its campaigning for hot lunches 
for kids to have to hike it for an 
education—WJR _ sihas generously 
sprinkled humor. 

If the station has struck pay dirt 
along the way, it is because they 
have reached into the common soil 
for it and combined big business with 
a benevolence that doesn’t spring 
from sales conferences. 

MIAMI 

Sometimes all the concrete, tan- 
gible and factual aspects of a station 
when put together come out as some- 
thing that is difficult to pigeonhole. 
Singly, the facts fit into such ‘clas- 
sifications as service to the nation 
and community, advertising policy, 
public relations. But in toto, they 
best fit into a category called spirit. 
In giving WQAM a showmanship 
award for a possession as nebulous 
as spirit, ‘Variety’ does not suggest 
that vigor and enthusiasm, in them- 
selves, are necessarily constructive or 
remarkable qualities. Rather, that 
all else being equal, they measure 
the difference between a radio sta- 
tion and a good radio station. 

For nine years, Fred W. Borton, 


president of WQAM, used the facil- 
ities of his station to promote civic 





improvements. This involved more 
than time and money and his own | 
vocal chords. It involved a belief | 
that joining the local chamber of | 
commerce and giving free time to} 
the Ladies Aid Society wasn’t} 
enough. He had a clear cut concep- 
tion of his station’s status in, and | 
obligation to, the community it | 
serves. Such an attitude of mind | 
hasn’t exactly been run into the} 
ground by station operators, many of | 
whom are too indifferent—or too 
tired—to possess any opinion, much | 
less to take the trouble to articulate | 
it. 

Borton’s activities have not gained | 
the award for WQAM, which are 
here recalled only because they re- 
flect the workings of the sation it- 
self, and partly define what is meant 
by spirit. 

Operating on 1,000 watts, WQAM 
has performed in full measure the 
function of a local radio station. 
Operating on the theory that imag- 
ination and interest in the community 
are potent tools, WQAM has swung 
away from the routine to do a more 
thorough and effective job for its 


listeners. 
CINCINNATI 
The primary impression WLW 


makes is that it is big. Big in scope 
and big in ideas. The fact that it 
operated for a time on 500,000 watts 
would automatically create that im- 
pression, of course. That it has been 
able to go back to 50,000 watts and 
remain big in terms of ideas, service 
and showmanship tells its own story. 

In giving WLW a special award for 
its contributions to national defense, 
‘Variety’ is not skipping over its 
achievements in other categories. 
The WLW Consumers’ Foundation, 
founded in January of this year is, 
for example, a smart step ahead 
towards more constructive use of 
radio. It is simply that in so early 
deciding to do more than its nominal 
part in the defense program, the sta- 


specia] award for showmanship. 





tion went all-out. Other activities 
at the moment seem dwarfed. 





During the past year, WLW broad- 
cast the war maneuvers in Louisiana. 
In so doing, all its resources and 
imagination went into the job, and 
it is a revealing annotation that the 
station offered the privilege of re- 
broadcasting the programs to 25 sta- 
tions in the four-state primary area 
of WLW. 

The magnitude of the job is out- 
lined by the station itself: The staff, 
for two weeks, ‘ate with soldiers, 
marched with soldiers, rode in tanks, 
planes, jeeps, beeps and assault boats, 
slept in army tents on army cots cov- 
ered with army mosquito netting, 
dosed themselves with the -army’s 
anti-malaria quinine and atabrine, 
got up before dawn most mornings, 
and did without sleep certain nights, 
talked with uncounted privates to get 
their angle, and with several generals 
to get their angle, stood up to the 
knees in Red River ooze watching a 
pontoon bridge being built in dead 
of night, and coughed and cried in 
a surprise smoke bomb attack on 
Second Army headquarters.’ 

So ambitious an undertaking to 
acquaint the public with its army 
reveals a knowledge of Americanism, 
and radio’s place in that American- 
ism, of the first order. That they 
carried it through without fumbling 
underscores their sense of showman- 
ship. 


WNYC 


NEW YORK CITY 


Most municipal institutions have a 
flavor all their own. Not easily de- 
fined, it is unmistakable. Just why 
this should be is hard to say, except 
that the absence of competition may 
have something to do with it. 

That an atmosphere of zip and 
enterprise proceeds from WNYC is 
doubtless, due to the refreshing 
philosophy of the management that 
its job is to ‘develop those relation- 
ships with the public as will best 
lead the taxpayer to believe that the 
contributions which he makes to 
WNYC are returned many-fold in 
terms of programs which could only 
be heard over the city station,’ 

With that in mind, the station has 
proceeded to operate with a flair for 
showmanship that many a commer- 
cial station might well envy. Lack- 
ing is the usual red tape. Not in 
evidence the pompous. stuffiness, 
WNYC doesn’t subscribe ‘to méifiber- 
ship in the ‘give ’em culture even if 
it kills em’ school. 

It may be that in thinking of the 


taxpayer in terms of people, not 
dollars, the station has breathed 
warmth into its programs. Whate- 


ever the origin of the happy faculty, 
‘Variety’ thinks it deserving of this 
In 
a specialized field, WNYC has recog- 


nized the limitations of that field 
and its facilities without admitting 
any limitations to its opportunities 
to amuse, interest and inform its 
listeners. It seems pretty obvious, 
then, that WNYC is more than 


capable of taking on the added re- 
sponsibilities the immediate future 
will bring. It’s regrettable that a 
similar confidence isn’t inspired by 
city-owned stations everywhere. 


WRCA-WNBI 


BOUND BROOK, N. J. 


These are the twin 50 kw. short- 
wavers of NBC. Together they rep- 
resent an expenditure of perhaps 
$300,000 a year of RCA-NBC funds. 
Through them, and including their 
program feeds to Westinghouse’s 
WBOS in Boston, the United States’ 
point of view is sprayed out in all 
directions and in nine languages, 
Spanish, Portuguese, French, Ger- 
man, Italian, Swedish, Finnish, Turk- 
ish and English. This requires the 
services of a staff of 92, of whom 30 
are engineers, 32 linguists. 

WRCA-WNBI has a sales staff of 
four and has sold a number of ac- 
counts. With advertising results or 
commercial aspects ‘Variety’ has not, 
as of 1941, concerned itself. This 
citation is strictly on the basis of 
propaganda service to a democratic 
government on the part of private 
enterprise entirely without public 
funds. No disparagement is intended 
the many-languaged service of 
WRUL, Boston, which has received 
taxpayers help in its useful short- 
wave work for the Government. Nor 
of General Electric in Schenectady. 
However, it does appear that the 
Bound Brook stations have done 
more of the needful and expensive 
type of lingual shortwave program 
and have carried the load financially 
as a public service. 

These NEC stations have since the 
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Pearl Harbor episode stepped up 


. their daily schedule to 24 hours from 


the previous 17 hours. About 40% 
of the time is earmarked for Ameri- 
can news, defense data, speeches by 
Government spokesmen. Under John 
Royal, as the supervising vice-presi- 
dent, and John Elwood, as manager 
of the international division, WRCA- 
WNBI maintain, naturally, the closest 
of contacts with the Donovan and 
Rockefeller committees, respectively. 
There is, at present, an absolute ban 
on ad libbing in any language. 


COUNCIL FOR 
DEMOCRACY 


NEW YORK CITY 

Many organizations were hatched 
from 1939 onward dedicated to the 
task of doing something for or about 
democracy. Many of them bored 
their public. The Council for Dem- 
ocracy was successful in putting 
basic values into understandable 
everyday terms. In a series of spe- 
cial broadcasts of very great elo- 
quence, in the ‘Speaking of Liberty’ 
series conducted by novelist Rex 
Stout over the NBC Red network, in 
its various rallies, the Council’s 
spokesmen put over many a vivid 
message. A Walter Millis ‘Resolu- 
tion for Americans,’ Fourth of July 
show, plus Stephen Vincent Benet’s 
‘Nightmare at Noon’ and ‘Thanks 
for America’ put new sense and dig- 
nity into the confused ideals of the 
America of 1941. 

The Council has alse done valu- 
able liaison with foreign language 
groups. On the whole it has made 
imaginative and skillful use of radio 
and the total effect of its varied 
broadcasts is here classified as a 
bona fide contribution to the art of 


THE MUTUAL 
NETWORK 


NEW YORK CITY 


The ‘public relations’ of the radio 
ifidustry, as a whole, is without fame. 
In the average large radio organiza- 
tion the function either is apt to be 
neglected or entrusted to a hopelessly 
unimportant hireling, or, alternatively 
taken over personally by some senior 


officer who brings to the task a fine} 
flair for doing things big, but wrong. | 
Mutual has had a long, slow climb. | 


Its future is still not unclouded even 
as it nears its first $1,000,000 month. 
Mutual’s public relations ‘staff,’ con- 
sisting of Lester Gottlieb and a hand- 
ful of persons in Wew York City, 
has done a very considerable job. 
Lacking programs that were ‘musts,’ 
possessing only an occasional star 
personality, handicapped by budget 
limitations, cornplicated stock owner- 
ship of the web, facing the bigness 
of its powerful competitors, Mutual 
has not been able to afford the lux- 
ury of supposing anybody had to 
come to it. No radio editors make 
their business headquarters at Mu- 


tual, few Mutual events are natural | 
It is therefor an achievement | 


copy. 


+ 


Ninth Annual Industry-Wide Survey 





architectural beauty, it would seem) 
it is only sporting to add that Nel- 
scn is crazy like the well-known fox. 
He sees the new building as the vi- 
brating symbol of San Francisco's 
reincarnation as—he hopes—a pro- 
gram producing centre. Which per- 


haps is a highly plausible thesis at 
that. 


—_—_—_—_ 


WCKY 


CINCINNATI 


In public relations this station has 
long been conspicuous, this being the 
particular flair of its owner-presi- 
dent, L. B. Wilson. Some years ago 
| the annual ‘Variety’ showmanship 





survey awarded WCKY a plaque for 
‘national exploitation.’ 

WCKY has brought itself along and 
ahead in a community that has been 
dominated by WLW, whilom 500,000- 
watter. In gradually overcoming the 
advantages of its competitor, in edg- 
ing itself up to a high power, in cam- 
paigning for prestige in its signal 
area and in the trade WCKY has used 
public relations as a versatile tool- 
weapon. 


WCKY has developed close contacts 
with the rural press outside Cin- 
cinnati, its speakers have appeared 
at gatherings in 200 towns and vil- 
lages. The station has identified it- 
self with the Parent-Teachers Junior 
Radio Research Council, it has taken 





active leadership in forming its own 
Red Cross unit, and has served as a 
Red Cross supply depot. It broad- 
casts the ‘Star-Spangled Banner’ by 
loudspeaker to the public passing its 
studios at noontime. It also main- 
tains a giant news-o-graph sign out- 
side the studios. The station also 
carries a County Consumers Confer- 
ence program. 


WCKY, like other far-sighted sta- 
tions, begins its public good will by 
staff benefactions. Hospitalization 
and life insurance coverage is pro- 
vided free to the employees, ten- 
year members of staff got $100 De- 
fense Bonds in 1941 from the man- 
agement, and every baby born to sta- 
tion hands is similarly welcomed, etc. 
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Plaques Awarded for 1941 





FOR SHOWMANAGEMENT 








CKCL, TORONTO 


WCAU, PHILADELPHIA 


EL MUNDO, BUENOS AIRES 


WJNO, WEST PALM BEACH 





WJR, DETROIT 
WOQAM, MIAMI 





FOR PATRIOTIC LEADERSHIP 








WLW, CINCINNATI 


WNYC, NEW YORK CITY 
WRCA-WNBL BOUND BROOK, N. J. 
THE COUNCIL FOR DEMOCRACY 





FOR PUBLIC RELATIONS 





of constant labor and alertness that, | 
with heartbreaking exceptions, Mu- 


tual manages surprisingly often to | 


get fairly equal breaks and consider- 


ation along with NBC and CBS, al-| 
though the latter are equipped with | 
every advantage of names, fame, and | 


budget which Mutual lacks. 


In a year that ‘Variety’ chose to | 


editorially emphasize public relations 


in its showmanagement questionnaire | 


it was impossible to not recognize 
that Mutual, all else put aside, is a 
sterling example of getting results. 


KGO-KPO 
SAN FRANCISCO 


These two NBC stations are, like 


THE MUTUAL NETWORK 
KGO-KPO, SAN FRANCISCO 


WCKY, CINCINNATI 





FOR REGIONAL SERVICE 





THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN RADIO COUNCIL 





WMAQ-WENR in Chicago, hard to | 


tell apart. For practical purposes 
they are a single operation and have 
been so considered by this survey. 
There is general unanimity that head 
man Al Nelson is terrifically public 
relations-conscious. Discounting an 
abundance of ‘stunts’ which it is not 
the policy of these surveys to cele- 
brate, and making allowance for a 
mild dementia he suffers on the sub- 


ject of the new NBC building, it’s | 


clear that Al Nelson with the un- 
flinching support of Milton Samuel, 
his master of ceremonies, makes it 
Practically impossible for any San 
Franciscans possessing their hearing 
and sight to remain unenlightened 
about KGO-KPO. 


Of Nelson's preoccupation with the | 
mew structure (a cross between Taj | 


Mahal and the Palais Versailles in 


PROGRAMS 





THE CBS ‘FORECAST’ SERIES 





FOR RADIO PROGRAM CRITICISM 








THE NEW YORK TIMES 





THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
RADIO COUNCIL 


DENVER 


Apart from a number of news re- 
ports in ‘Variety’ the work of the 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council has 
been very little publicized nationally. 
It may therefor surprise many to 
hear of the Council receiving a “Va- 
riety’ award. ‘What,’ such persons 
may inquire, ‘is the Rocky Mountain 
Radio Council?’ 

Briefly, it is a Council of cooperat- 
ing radio stations, plus colleges, plus 
a central staff of professional writer- 
directors under Robert Hudson. The 
formula is to draw upon the brains 
and artistry of the area to create 
programs of the kind no one station 
or college could ,organize and to 
share this service with any outlets 
that want it. The experience now 
behind the Council constitutes by it- 
self an important body of evidence 
for cooperative programming. The 
| example seems certain to be part of 
| the future organization of small town 
radio in the United States. Socially 
it seems desirable for many reasons, 
among them that it is a practical 
method for freeing the local station 
from its inert attitu@e of reliance on 
either network programs or tran- 
scriptions, both the product of New 
York, Chicago and _ Hollywood. 
Equally challenging to the non-net- 
work station is the possibility of &b- 
taining through such a Council a line 
of live talent programs to offset the 
meagre diet of news, sports and 
phonograph records on which too 
many small town stations wholly de- 
pend. 

The Rocky Mountain Radio Coun- 
|cil is for once a product of Foune- 
| dation funds that is visible. Grants 
| have set it up in Denver and kept it 
| going. Since it deals with actual 
| production problems it subjects it- 
|self to the white light of public 
| examination, It is not another semi- 
| surreptitious for-scholars-only under-« 
| taking. The Rocky Mountain Radio 
Council is in direct contact with the 
| realities of broadcasting and has 
|made very substantial contributions 
| to advancing the art of radio. 


FORECAST’ SERIES 
COLUMBIA NETWORK 


Columbia is, of course, not alone 
|in occasionally spending lavishly to 
| produce special non-sponsored shows, 
| But for the second year in a row, 
|and with special success in 1941, its 
summer ‘Forecast’ series has revealed 
that a network program department 
can distinguish itself. The ‘Forecast’ 
programs were, week by week, better 
than good. The hours of planning 
ana rehearsal, the solicitous atten- 
tion to casting and production detail 
showed showmanship in its finest 
manifestation. These programs were 
not radio stunts, a flash in the pans, 
of page one stories. These were the 
solid meat and potatoes of radio en- 
tertainment. 











THE NEW YORK TIMES 


RADIO DEPARTMENT 


Last year ‘Variety’ looked and 
failed to find any newspaper, daily or 


weekly, which regularly published 
first-rate serious criticism of radio 
programs. This unrewarded search 


was told last December in some de- 
tail under the heading, ‘The Plaque 
Nobody Won.’ Since then John K, 
Hutchens has been appointed radio 
editor of the New York Times and 
has proceeded to publish a promis- 
ing type of literate analysis of radio 
programs. It has long been the the- 
ory of ‘Variety’ that it was singularly 
regrettable, from a social point of 
view, that the greatest medium of 
communication and, if aesthetes don’t 
mind, the greatest entertainment ‘art’ 
| in the country, was going more or 
| less uncriticized, in a serious sense, 
| Save for the efforts of ‘Variety’ it- 
self. The Times now, happily, seems 
to have rounded out its reviewing 
services and it is to be hoped that 
eventually other dailies may follow. 

A distinction must be drawn, of 
course, between radio ‘reviewing’ une 
der publisher instruction to crowd 
dozens of program mentions into a 
few inches of ‘criticism’ with the 
necessary leisure and space to say 
| something. Leonard Carlton of the 
| New York Post perhaps comes 
| closest to Hutchens of the Times in 
| providing what could be accepted 
jas radio criticism. His paragraphs 
occasionally possess the general char- 
acteristics of a critique. 
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Broadcasters In Uniform 
(From WSM, Nashville) 


‘WSM ... was the only station to broadcast a compre- 
hensive coverage of three major maneuvers—the Middle 
Tennessee, the Louisiana and the Carolira Maneuvers. 
For a task that broadcasting may be called on to perform 
in the future, WSM was training like our armed forces 
today. With crews in uniform... WSM was able to 
learn what it takes physically, technically and in pro- 
grams. In the Middle Tennessee Maneuvers, WSM estab- 
lished base operations in a railroad car which was moved 
as the heart of the battle area moved. With short wave 
equipment, pack transmitters and mobile units .. . 
WSM ... gave listeners more than 20 broadcasts. 

‘In these broadcasts, three of which were fed to NBC, 
WSM ... gave word pictures of a blackout, the unload- 
ing of tanks, the actual sound and description of tanks in 
battle, a pitched battle between ground and mechanized 
troops, a seven-star final with the commanding generals 
painting a word picture of what happened, the critique 
at the end of the battle and many other noteworthy 
proadcasts. WSM used a*crew of eight ... with virtually 
all members of the staff taking part... at some time or 


other.’ 
—— 


PHILOSOPHIES 


Stations’ Experiences Nurture ’Em 
(Excerpts From Reports) 











TOO FAST TO BE HIGHBROW 


‘Began operations March 1, 1941. We concentrated on 
News—Music—Sports, 24 hours a day. We moved too 
fast to develop any highbrow philosophy. We showed 
them that radio could give them more war news— 
quicker—oftener. We gave them music—all music— 
both ASCAP and BMI at a time when ‘Happy Birthday’ 
was verboten. We gave them the best sports coverage 
in the state. And behind it all, to make new converts 
for radio as the most alive force in public life—and 
W-I-T-H as the most alive force in radio, we had the 
most breath-taking, screwiest, ‘knock-’em-dead’ promo- 
tions in radio history.’ 

._.. Thomas G. Tinsley, IJ, WITH, Baltimore. 


GOSSIP RUINS STATIONS 

‘Personal observation on my own part long ago taught 
me that gossip has ruined more stations in small towns 
than has poor programming. The largest part of the 
staff (including engineers) are college graduates. They 
dress well and have learned to conduct themselves 
properly in public. 
‘In a small town no check (of station’s effectiveness) is 
needed. Everyone is perfectly willing to pass on to you 
their comments without being asked.’ 
... Joe L. Smith, Jr., Owner-Mgr., WJLS, Beckley, W. Va. 


FREE TIME FOR CONTROVERSY 


‘We refused to sell time to the Committee to Defend 
America, and gave them time on the air free. 
‘We refused to sell time to the America First Commit- 
tee, and gave them time on the air free.’ 
... Norman MacKay, WQAM, Miami. 


OVER RATHER THAN UNDER 
‘We prefer to err in giving too much time, rather than 
too little.” (Forums, debates, etc.) 
. Kenneth H. Berkeley, Gen’l Mogr., 
WRC-WMAL, Washington. 


PAID EXTRA TO TALK 


‘Our farm news editor and his assistant alone gave 
94 talks during the past year before 130,631 people.... 
Members of our staff are not only encouraged to make 
talks before organizations, but are paid extra for each 
address, . We have had an advisory council of 35 
people representing cross section of our audience for 
four years. They meet regularly to discuss programs 
and policies and make recommendations. We also or- 
ganized a Women’s Radio Council recently.’ 

~..d.O. Maland, Mgr., WHO, Des Moines. 


PEOPLE AND IDEAS 

‘To our way of thinking there isn’t anything more 
important in the world than people and the next most 
important thing is ideas, and the germ of a new idea in 
radio is not always born without the four walls of a 
studio but frequently from some observation passed on 
to us by a listener.’ 
... KMOX, St. Louis. 


US Army Seeks Radio Service 





© 
. service of commercial companies 
or S ers a all C ases like RCA and International Tel. & 
‘el. Thi 
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The United States Army recently, (Rockefeller Committee) 





STATIONS SOUGHT GOOD WILL 
BUT RESENTED CRANKS, BIGOTS 
AND QUACKS DURING 1941 


‘Public relations’ occupies a lot of the time and thought 
of radio station management around the United States (and 
Canada) although, of course, there still are many stations 
whose reply to the question, ‘what do you do in public rela- 
tions?’ is a Tonto-like ‘huh?’ 


There remains the highly sophisticated managements as 
exemplified by WLW, Cincinnati; WGAR, Cleveland; WOW, 
Omaha; WSM, Nashville. A mzeny-sided operation in public 
relations is not new to them. Rather they are at the peak 
of years of expending awareness. They are the polar ex- 
treme to the lazy-dazy stations with nobody at the front desk 
and only faint traces of their existence to be discovered in 
the community itself. 

The sheer physical weight of demands for free time has, 
by now, forced many previously heedless radio stations to do 
more thinking about their operations. Their task is to con- 
serve good will, or at least not to alienate it. while at the 
same time not being overly hampered in commercial pur- 
suits. The small stations especially have a manpower prob- 
lem. They cannot afford large staffs and are unequipped to 
supply certain kinds of service to the local organizations 
that, in imitation of bigger city practice, wish to use the air. 

KOY, Phoenix, Arizona, seems a good example of the 
alert type of small town station, and it is perhaps significant 
that it speaks of public relations as consuming its manager’s 
personal time and energy ‘to a degree which sometimes 
makes it impossible for him to conauct ordinary station rou- 
tine except after the average businessman in Phoenix has 
gone to bed’ while adding that ‘We are not even polite in 
dealing with bigots, cranks, quacks and other abusers of the 
air.’ 

Infinite are the devices of ‘public relations’ used by radic 
stations. A random selection will suffice to illustrate the 
range of activities, major and minor: 

WIP, Philadelphia: Station’s engineering division undertook 
to service listeners who reported trouble with their home re- 
ceiving sets. 

WCPO, Cincinnati: Assigned one staffman each to regularly 
contact local Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, respectively, 
and has a ‘Patriotic Director’ for defense matters. 

CJCA, Edmonton: Held regular staff meetings on ‘public 
relations’ with outside speakers and considered every one 
of its 31 employees a member of the ‘public relations depart- 
ment.’ 

WING, Dayton: Telephoned civic and business leaders to 
direct their personal attention to broadcasts of presumed in- 
terest to them. 

WIOD, Miami: Is attempting to create a ‘local pride’ in 
a town where the population has come almost altogether from 
other states in recent years. 

KDKA, Pittsburgh: Solicited visits by parties of school 
children to tour studios. 

KMBC, Kansas City: Produced 59 broadcasts, from one 
minute announcements to 45-minute programs for Community 
Chest. 

WBNS, Columbus: Turned over its old transcriptions for 
use in school for blind. 

WMC, Memphis: Contributed to the current Latin good 
neighborism by broadcasting practical lessons in how to 
speak Spanish. 

WOR, New York City: In warm weather with open win- 
dows pressed across a ‘play your radio softly’ campaign. 

WJSV, Washington: Station has entirely assumed the shoes- 
for-poor part of the Community Chest drive annually. 

Naturally the individual concepts of what is, or is not, pub- 
lic relations varies like the weather and the cooking from 
section to section. Thinking out loud, Joseph T.. Connelly, of 
WCAU, Philadelphia, gives a clue to the reaction’ of one 
50,000-watter to its environment. Says Connelly: 

‘We’re inclined to discount the increase in these items 
(newspaper clippings) as not being a true reflection of our 
effort. WCAU’s goal is goodwill. There are little signposts 
on the way, a more noticeable cordiality in relations with 
city, state and federal officials, service and charity organiza- 
tions, but nothing that would cause us to rest on our oars.’ 

Broadcazters were imaginative enough to see the approach 
of war well ahead. They stressed defense to the exclusion 
of routine special events. Wrote Nate Lord of WAVE, Louis- 
ville: 

‘For the armed forces, exclusive of government prepared 
transcribed programs, we offered a 30-minute weekly quiz 
show from Bowman Field Air Base called ‘Ceiling Unlimited.’ 


Prizes to enlisted men participants average $40 to $50 
weekly. On the air since July has been a five-a-week series 
called ‘We're in the Arn y Now,’ consisting of news from 
Fort Knox and popular musik Since June a series of five 
live programs dealing with Navy Day and navy activities 


induction of recruits 


; ] © ‘ act 
was climaxed with a broadcast of ma 


from all over Kentucky 





Purposeful Activity: Defense 


(From WLS, Chicago) 

‘America—its individual citizens, its institutions and its 
business enterprises—today is driven to purposeful 
activity by one phrase: National Defense. Radio, as a 
whole, is carrying its share in preparing the nation for 
whatever may come. 

‘WLS’ biggest contribution . . . has been its coopera- 
tion with science in a year-long series of experiments 
on high altitude parachute jumps. On Friday, Oct. 24, 
1941, Arthur H. Starnes stepped out of a plane over 30,000 
feet in the air—almosi six miles straight up! He fell 
29,000 feet before pulling the rip-cord on his two para- 
chutes. Included in his 85 pounds of equipment was a 
radio transmitter developed especially for this record- 
breaking leap by Thomas L. Rowe, chief engineer at 
WLS, and Walter Varnum, another WLS engineer.’ 








(Not only radio stations but many advertisers began 
to play up the soldier. Dozens of broadcasts originated 
from camps during 1941. All new since the last war, of 
course. ) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


Stations Join ’Em and Organize ’Em 


(Excerpts From Reperts) 


ORGANIZING LISTENERS’ PANEL 
“We are now in the process of organizing a listeners 
panel which we hope to have in operation for the first 
time in the history of Los Angeles by the end of the 
year. We have already contacted civic leaders, women’s 
clubs, religious and educational leaders, etc., and are 
seriously engaged in making a go of it.’ 











... Bernard N. Smith, Farm and Public Relations Dir., 
KFI, Los Angeles. 


SCHOOL AGE APPEAL 


“We maintained a local board of consultants for edu- 
cational programs, particularly -those intended for 
children of school age.’ 


- Wayne Welch, Salés Promotion Mogr., 
KSO, Des Moines. 


30,000 CRITICS 


‘WBNS is the prime mover in Central Ohio Radio 
Council, an organization representing 30,000 women, 
both organized and unorganized. They serve as critics 
and counselors, discussing our programs in regular meet- 
ings as well as disseminating and filling out occasional 
questionnaires on broadcasts.’ 


... Irwin A. Johnson, Dir. of Development Pgms., 
WBNS, Columbus. 


SECRET MEMBERSHIP OF 860 
‘Since 1937, WHB has had an ‘860 Club’ (named for 
our former frequency )—composed of 800 housewives and 
60 civic leaders: representatives of business. industry, the 


professions, government and the clergy. The member- 
ship of this club, however, is secret; and we do not wish 
any publicity to be given to it. The 800 housewives do 


consumer research and assist us with program studies 
and merchandising surveys. The 6U civic leaders ad- 
vise as to the use of radio in fostering community 
development.’ 


.. + Don Davis, Pres., WHB, Kansas City. 


ONE OF THE ‘JOININGEST’ 


‘From the standpoint of percentage, our staff is known 
as one of the ‘joiningest’.. in Peoria. And our ac- 
tivity does not stop with joining.’ 


. C. Russell Ehresman, Mgr. Merchandising & Promotion, 
WMBD, Peoria. 


MUSIC SELECTION BY GROUPS 
‘KCKN has encouraged 75 different community organ- 
izations to select music for separate quarter-hour pro- 
grams each week.’ 
... Ellis Atteberry, Gen’l Mgr., KCKN, Kansas City. 





by pointing out that few soldiers 


valor wove ccs | Mexican Union Calls ‘Party’ Stations 
Loafing Rooms for Bureaucrats 


| Easier way, it was shown, would be 
ito use the point-to-point shortwave 


T This is strong and clear enough 
'to be picked up by a master receiver 
and aired to the men via a p.a. sys- 


and Co- | tem. 


—— — ? 


Mexico City, Dec. 16. | station, nor both together, ‘perform 


asked that the period from 5 to 7| ordinator of Information (under Col.| whether the Army has adopted the} Two of the government’s local | 4"Y work that is of benefit to eny- 
Pm. daily on a number of U. S.| Wm. J. Donovan) office, which share | cuggestion cannot be learned. |radio stations; XEFO and XEUZ, | body, excepting those on their pay- 


shortwave stations along the eastern| time on the shortwavers, put up an | 
seaboard be devoted to entertain-| immediate protest. Getting U. | 
ment and news for soldiers at Atlan-| news to Europe and South America 
tic bases, such as Iceland, Bermuda| was considered by them of consider- | 
and Trinidad. These men get little| able more importance than enter-| 
diversion or news from the outside | taining soldiers, no matter how valu- | 
world and the Army figured this was| able that might be for moraie. | 





one way of giving it to them. 


Office of Inter-American Affairs! War Department out of the project|now engineer at KIRO. 


{ 





| both 5,000-watters, have drawn criti- 

Seattle—KIRO has begun a new/|cism from the National Electricians : y ; 
participation program, ‘Musical Al-| Union. Union’s peeve is that the | Mexican Revolution. Union intends 
manac,’ with Tubby Clark on piano | stations allegedly fall far short of! to ask President Manuel Avila Ca- 
and organ, and Norm Runion at the} their objective, broadcasting of gov- | macho to take this station away from 
announcing post. Art Benzon, for-|ernment propaganda and news, and | the Party and let some private enter- 
The two offices finally talked the; merly with the FCC in Portland, is that they are ‘nothing but the refuge | prise ‘have it so that it can render 
of incompetent bureaucrats.’ Neither 'a truly worthwhile service.’ 


rolls,’ the union adds. 
XEFO is under the Party of the 
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STATIONS WRITE PERT FOOTNOTES TO SURVEY - 





= — —_ i a 


These Range From Comment on 7 


‘Variety’ to Soliloquies on Life 
in the Radio Business of 194i 





Compassion 


"You ‘Variety’ must have wanted short answers or you 
would have allowed more white space between questions. 

‘I certainly envy you your opportunity to study all of 
these questionnaires—and under separate cover I am send- 
ing you one package each of Anacin, Aspertane and Alka- 
Seltzer to take during your travail and immediately after 


you finish.’ 
. . « Don Davis, WHB, Kansas City. 


' Challenge 


‘May we ask you, ‘Variety,’ what is a crank? What is a 
bigot? We often wonder. A bigot can be a statesman—a 
man in a prominent position with an obsession for an idea. 
You can’t deny, ‘Variety,’ there are lots of those. Not only 
that, but a crank today may be a genius tomorrow... ora 
member of the FCC.’ 

Kenneth H. Berkeley, WRC-WMAL, Washington. 


‘Outside’ Critics 


‘There should be additional comment from any and all 
Boston stations—protesting against the time-worn criticism 
of ‘outside’ observers with regard to the calibre of showman- 
ship, particularly in Boston. New England is ‘accused’ of be- 
ing provincial. If so, it’s because the radio audience is pro- 
vincial . . . and the successful and logical way to bring a 
radio station to the front is te serve the needs and desires 
of these ‘provincial’ listeners. Commercially and entertain- 
ment-wise, we have spent time, effort and money freely to 
give the New England radio audience the most and best of 
what it wants. Sustaining and service-wise, we have equally 
spent time, effort and money to meet the needs of New Eng- 
land as a community to the best of our ability. New Eng- 
land boasts the second highest radio set ownership of any 
regional territory in the nation. Surveys indicate that at 
certain times of day radio listening is higher in New Eng- 
land than anywhere else in the nation. Those things do not 
occur unless people are better than satisfied with what is on 
the air. Before outside critics decide what is good or what 
is bad showmanship, they might do well to investigate the 
tastes of the audience.’ 

- . . H. E. Fellows, WEEI, Boston. 


Startled Wives 


‘Station instituted a morale building campaign with slogan 
of IT’S MAYTIME ,.. SO LET’S LIVE urging people to for- 
get world’s troubles for awhile, move out routine and move 
romance in, suggesting we send startled wives bouquets, etc., 
with Amarillo merchants cooperating with window placards 
carrying same slogan; through welcoming announcements 
spotted according to train and plane schedules, through wel- 
come cards and leaflets in airliners, tourist bureaus, trains.’ 


» . . Raymond Hollingsworth, KGNC, Amarillo. 


Not For Bread Alone 


‘We think the most flattering remark of the year came 
from Captain Kitchenman of the Philadelphia Police when 
our men arrived at Convention Hall. Said the Captain, ‘Are 
you guys here too’?’ 


- - - WFIL, Philadelphia. 


Baltimore Etiquette 


‘The Board of Directors of the station once yearly gives a 
dinner for the employees and their wives, and also once 
yearly the employees reciprocate by giving a dinner to the 
Board of Directors.’ 

- - » Robert S, Maslin, Jr.,. WF BR, Baltimore. 


Cause For Rejoicing 


‘For example, the biggest happening in Arizona in 1941 
‘was the coming of rain to a country which the residents were 
ready to give back to the Indians if the Indians would take it. 
Our dams wcre empty and our prospects were bleak. When 
the rains came and our dams were full, this indeed was oc- 
casion for celebration. It was radio station KOY which was 
entrusted with the task of putting together the show pre- 
sented on the Arizona State Fair Grounds in front of a packed 
grandstand to mark the occasion.’ 


. J. A. Reilly, KOY, Phoenix. 


Modified Calamity 


The novelty of having a radio station in the ‘hometown’ 
definitely wore off during 1941, and in order to keep our place 
as a profitable business, we had to sell radio. We evidently 
succeeded, for our taxes are going to be terrific.’ ; 

- - Joe L. Smith, Jr.,. WJLS, Beckley, W. Va. 


Antidote For Cynicism 


**How to Enter Contests and Win’ conducted by Mrs. A, 
Sherman Hitchcock and presented every Wednesday at 2 
p.m... . purpose is to give first-hand information about con- 
tests broadcast in programs over WTIC and also to publicize 
them for their sponsors. Has been instrumental in breaking 
down an impression which many listeners have that radio 
contests are not fairly judged. Mrs. Hitchcock has read to 
her listeners many interesting letters from the judges of such 
contests as those of Procter & Gamble and Colgate-Palm- 
olive-Peet, in which they told how contests are judged and 
winners selected. Mrs. Hitchcock herself is an outstanding 
contest winner having won 60 some odd prizes in national 
competitions. Since the program's inauguration almost two 
years ago... has built up an organization known as the 
WTIC Contest Club of the Air, numbering about 2,000 mem- 
bers. During 1941 she has either brought to the microphone 
im person or broadcast the story of the winnings of 41 of the 
members of the WTIC Contest Club of the Air who reside in 
our primary service area.’ « 

eee James F. Clancy, WTIC, Hardford. 


\ 
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) History And Methods of Award 





The annual practice of surveying the radio stations of the United States (and to 


a lesser extent of Canada) had its beginning in 1933. At that time ‘Variety’ made 


| { a first, tentative investigation of the showmanship practices of stations in some 40-odd 


( competitive markets. 


It was immediately evident that by getting down to the some- 


what intangible questions of enterprise, philosophy, policy and zest as displayed by 


radio stations, ‘Variety’ could cut through all the outer protective layers of sales pro- ) 


rate cards or in the wear-and-tear of account solicitation. 


— 


motion and self-confusion and get down to those important things that do not appear in 


oe ' 


After some years of condueting such showmanship surveys two changes were in- | 


stituted. First, it was decided to supplement the surveys with an award of plaques. | 


Second, the name ‘showmanagement’ was coined as better signifying what ‘Variety’ 


had in mind since there was some tendency to put a purely ‘stunt’ or ‘tie-up’ connotation 


to the word. 








MODUS OPERANDI | 








All radio stations may file a report to the annual showmanagement survey. } 


A printed questionnaire is provided by ‘Variety’. 


A deadline is announced. 


The filled-in reports constitute one one part of the information on which awards 


o 


are based. For obvious reasons such advertising, radio and other experts as are con- 


sulted by ‘Variety’ cannot be identified. 








DEFINITION OF SHOWMANAGEMENT 








a 7 


‘Showmanagement’—The art of shrewdly blending the best practices of modern 


business ‘management’ and ‘showmanship’ in terms of (1) the Public, (2) the Gov- 


ernment, and (3) the Advertiser. 


A radio station should, therefore, explain its activities as to any given year to make 


clear what it did: 


(a) To become a more interesting station to listen to. 


(b) To become a better public service medium. 


(c) To become a better advertising buy. 


Pinch Flesh For Color 


‘To keep from lapsing into ‘Recorded Music Moments’ each 
alternate hour, KABC has built up a most strenuous schedule 
of locally produced programs.’ 

- - - Charles Balthrope, KABC, San Antonio. 


Pony Express Improved 


‘We inaugurated a unique service on our sports program. 
Families and friends of hunters may broadcast emergency 
messages to them any day on the sports program, that is 
they may send any such messages to KOB. This service has 
received a great amount of publicity and messages are broad- 
cast almost every day. Service has received enthusiastic 
praise from hunters.’ 

. - - C. Van Haaften, KOB, Albuquerque. 


Daily Good Deeds 


‘Staff has always been expected to go out of the way to do 
chores ... Typical examples are the mailing of a weekly 
program release to a Pittsburgh woman who is bed-ridden, 
or the 15 minutes spent by a WCAE announcer in helping a 
politician learn the correct pronunciation of certain words 
in a speech which the speaker had no time to peruse before 
he came to the studios.’ 

- - « Leonard Kapner, WCAE, Pitttsburgh. 


Aesthetic Satisfaction 


‘It is practically an impossibility to describe to you the 
outstandingly beautiful color scheme, with light and dark 
shades applied here and there in wall effects carpeting and 
furniture throughout the offices.’ 

« « » Norman A, Thomas, WDOD, Chattanooga. 





Public Interest Foremost 


‘Distinguished public interest operations: ‘We covered the 
Louella Parsons Homecoming at Dixon, II!’.’ 


- « « C. Russell Ehresman, WMBD, Peoria. 


‘How Young You Look’ 


‘Another unusual employee relationship development has 
been the free beauty and fashion clinics of Richard Willis and 
Pegeen Fitzgerald, devoted to an analysis of clothes and 
make-up. During the time these two were on the air to- 
gether, they held frequent private sessions with WOR em- 
ployees.’ 

- « « WOR, New York City. 


And Double Martinis ? 


‘The additional promotion for the year was our jump to 
5,000 watts at night. In all of our advertising of this we fea- 
ture a boy from Superior and a girl from Duluth born on 
June 17, 1924, 17 years old—and the same age as WEBC. 
They were the WEBC Twins—and behind and with them 
we used the new Twin Towers, concentrating our direction 
of power where the most of the listeners listen most.’ 

« -« » « Don McCall, WEBC, Duluth. 


More Satisfaction 


“We have purchased a Crosley car—a jeep—which has been 
appropriately decorated, advertising the station ... and 
sponsors. The car is used for promotion, deliveries of ma- 
terial to sponsors, stores, etc. It has excited a lot of com- 
ment and has been publicized through a naming contest. It 
is now called the *‘Mike-Cycle’.’ 


» « - Irwin A. Johnson, WBNS, Columbus. 
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NEED CEILING ON CONFUSION 





Purchase of War Stamp at Boxoffice 


Admits Public to 
Idea May S$ 


Detroit, Dec. 16. 

War stamps are being used for ad- 
missions to Canadian broadcasts and 
it is thought the plan may spread 
across the border here in a similar 
patriotic gesture by American sta- 
tions. The plan was first set up for 
the Sunday Evening Concert series 
of CKLW, Windsor, Ont., which uses 
the station’s choir, guest stars and | 
the Windsor Federation of Musi- | 
cian’s orchestra, with Frank Burks 
in charge of production. Where 
formerly admissions were gratis to 
the public at the Tivoli theatre used 
for the concert series, admission 
now ‘requires that each member of 
the audience purchase at least one 
War Savings Stamp. 

Five stations in Detroit, just across 
the border, have eyed the situation. 


WTMJ Asserts Its Game 
Priority and WEMP Is 
Left, Invited, In the Cold 


Milwaukee, Dec. 16. 
When NBC queried WEMP ‘uioe) 
on Friday (12) asto whether it would | 





take Bill Stern's broadcast Sunday 
of the Chicago Bears-Green Bay 


Packers pro football game at Wrigley 
field in Chicago the idea was ac- 
cepted with alacrity, and C. J. 
Lamphier, station manager, at once 
placed generous ads in the Saturday 
newspapers plugging the event. 

Time was cleared for the broad- 
cast, commercials were juggled about 
and all was lovely—until Saturday 
morning when NBC cancelled, say- 
ing there had been an error in mak- 
ing the deal. Also, WTMJ, NBC- 
Red outlet, claimed the exclusive on 
the game in Wisconsin and objected 
to any other station horning in on it. 
Lamphier burned up the wire con- 
tacting Niles Trammel, 
vail. 

WIBA in Madison, 
planned to broadcast the 
Packer contest, but was forced 
bow to power of WTMJ just 
WEMP was. 


CBS RAISES WAGES 


Those Under $75 


Wis., 
Bear- 
to 


as 


mocsted On Sliding 
Scale 

CBS will up the salaries of em- 
ployees receiving $75 a week or less 
on a formula ranging from 5% to 
10%, starting Jan. 4. Excepted are 
employees who have had their 
salaries adjusted since last Oct. 1 
and those coming under a union 
wage scale. Reason given for the 
blanket increase is to help employees 
in the moderate earning level to 
meet the rising cost of living. 

The formula grants an increase of 
10% to salaries now up to $30, 74% 
to salaries between $30 and $40 and 
5% on all salaries between $40 and 
$50. Under this arrangement an em- 
ployee now earning $75 will after 
Jan. 4 receive $79.25. 


Defense’ Seeks Sponsor 


The Buchanan agency is still 
dickering with a group of aviation 





companies to take over the under- | 


writing of the ‘Millions For Defense’ 
show on the NBC-Blue when Ben- 
dix’s sponsorship expires Dec. 23. 

Bendix will have carried it on for 
13 weeks. 





Sponsors Col. Landers 
San Antonio, Dec. 16. 
Grand Prize Beer will present Col. 
H. L. Landers, military news analyst, | 


twice weekly for a quarter-hour re- | 


view of the war over Station WOAL. | 
Broadcasts are to be heard each 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

Programs are sponsored by the 
Gulf Brewing Co., and was placed 
through Rogers-Gano Co. 


but all to no | 


CKLW Programs; 


pread on This Side 





This Changing World 


J. G. Gude, station relations 
exec of CBS, has long been 


nicknamed ‘Jap’ 
lar. reason. 

Now he’s 
Bessa Gude. 


“Chesterfie'd Nix Keeps 
Glenn Miller Orchestra 


for no particu- 


re-christened ‘Lib- 











| Glenn Miller was supposed to have 
| been the band of the week on the 
Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ program 


on Mutual network last Saturday | 
(13), but wasn’t. His regular 
sponsor, Chesterfield cigarettes, | 


is said to have flagged him off the 
j}show. Freddy Martin, whose record- 
ing of ‘Piano Concerto’ got him the 
<a eted Saturday night spot™three of 
1e five previous weeks, took Miller’s 
pode 
| Miller’s broadcasts 
bee of sales of his ‘Chattanooga 
| Choo-C disc. He had already 
| been on the program twice. - 


were on the 


hoo’ 





‘SECOND MRS. BURTON’ 
BACK ON Y & R LIST 


| 

| Supervision of “The Second Mrs. 
| Burton,’ westcoast serial, has been 
| returned to the Young & Rubicam 
| agency by General-Feeds. The ac- 
| count has been using the show to 
| plug Walter Baker’s Cocoa over the 
1 CBS Pacific link with Benton & 
| Bowles in control. 

| What other GF product will be 


attached to the serial 


due to be 
decided this week 


also had 


Wythe Williams Back 


Wythe Williams starts’ tonight 
(Wednesday ) a five-weekly comment 
series over WHN, New York Su 
taining show will be spotted at 8.30 

p.m. 
He formerly had a series on Mu 


tual for Gem Razor. 


‘NY 


Off Coca-Cola Program 








0) 


After First 10 Days of War 
the Future of Broadcasting 
for Duration Isn’t 
Clear — Hope Genera!s 


cipitately 


FCC NOT BUDGING 


Washington, Dec. 16. 

Constantly tightening restrictions 
plus continued confusion on the part 
of Federal agencies have swifily 
|driven home to the radio industry 
the real significance of American 
participation in war. Though con- 
fiscation of plants looks remote, the 
broadcasting industry confronts a 
situation far more serious than its 
| leaders were prepared for. 


Bit by bit some order is being 
B epggaree ners but the outlook still 
is oscured by conflicting  or- 
7 ag lack. of centralized author- 
ity in the government, s2!fish- 
ness and jealousy inside the in 
Censorship over 
ing with the war looks iner« 
inevitable, and the list of verbotens 
ifor broadcasters will be materially 
|lengthened if the Army and Navy 
have their way, which is likely. 
From the first flash of the attack 
Pear] Harbor, broadcasters have 
pitched in patriotically. Now, 
the first excitement, the 
must use a much greater 
self-restraint than it is 
to exercise or the ‘free speech’ right 
will be wired out by the exercise o 
the drastic powers contained in Sec- 
tion 606 of the Communications Act. 
So far go-slowly advice 
cials has predominated, 





asingly 


on 


industry 
dezree of 
accustomed 


but there is 


TANGLE 


Too! 


all programs deal- | 


j 


| 


j 


| 


and Admirals (the New 
Bosses) Will Not Act ion, 


| 








FANS IN \Seme Sponsors React to War Cut-Ins 


On Letter-of-Contract Rebate Basis 
While Others Are Easy-Going 





Sirens Banned 





Edict against using police 
sirens on radio forced ‘Gang 
Busters’ to eliminate familiar 


program signature of siren wail- 
ing and machine-gun roar for 
first time in its six years on the 
air Friday (12) night. 

Dignified announcement 
stituted. 


sub- 








Eddie (Nuts) Kaplan 





Renamed, Pushed For 
Radio Comic Buili-Up 


Eddie (Nuts) Kaplan, from bur- 
lesque, becomes Eddy Cappy, and 





| with Dick Dana, he’s auditioning for 


radio. Team debuts on the Saturday 


a.m. Vaudeville Theatre over WEAF- 


| Red next Saturday (20), 


lustry. | 


after | 


A new type of audition occurred 
at Kate Smith’s pre-broadcast warm- 


+ 
» 4 





up last Friday, when the burlesque | 


stuff to the visible 
audience but didn’t go on the air. 
Idea was for 
their values. 
ing them, 


funsters did their 


Al Grossman is agent- 





MRS. SIDNEY STROTZ 
OBTAINS A DIVORCE 


| found it necessary to readjust sched- 


among oOffi- | 


steady pressure from certain gov- | 
ernment quarters for the President 
to exerci the sweeping powers to 
take over the industry bodily and put 
government people in charge of all 


radio operat 


ions. 

What may save radio from the an- 
ger of Army and Navy, especially 
Navy, personages is that on the whole 
radio wa polite The new er 
have not been Just now the pride 
of the Navy is very sensitive. Broad 
casters hope that the admirals a! 
yenera vill realize in the end th 


Chicago, Dec. 16. 
Sidney Strotz, v.p. of NBC, was 


divorced in the nearby town of 


Ted Collins to gauge | 


| ules, 


Waukegan last week by the former | 


Frances 
was granted on grounds of cruelty. 


Mrs. Strotz won the custody of the 
three - children, 1g and 14 years 
old. Couple was married in 1913 
and separated late in 1949. 


Understood an out-of-court settle- 


ment has been arranged. 

Albert A. Grobe, former manager 
of WINS, New York, has joined 
WQXR, New York, as night man- 
ager and newscaster. 
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Vyse to whom the divorce | 


| the 


The networks report that they 
have found the majority of their 
clients agreeable to any adjustment 
of their prescribed time as war cir- 
cumstances make necessary or pref- 
erential, but there have been some 
instances wherein advertisers have 
insisted that their contracts be car- 
ried out to the letter or else. Fol- 
lowing the outbreak of war quite 
a number of accounts got in touch 
with the networks and expressed 
their willingness to abide by any 
policies that the webs should elect 
to introduce. In contrast with these 
offers of compliance there have been 
isolated cases of advertisers protest- 
ing against the proceeding, of their 
programs with a minute or two of 
news unless rebates for such time 
were granted them. 

The Compton agency, acting for 
Procter & Gamble, served notice on 
broadcasters the middle of last week 


that its client would not accept 
any postponement of its progran: 


broadcasts because of intruding news 
or other material and that if one of 
its programs was not cleared at the 
stipulated time, that particular show 


was not to be dealt with on a de- 
layed basis. Also that the proper 
deductions were to be credited to 
the account in the event any time 
was taken out. 

General Foods’ reaction to the 
emergency situation as far as net- 
work and local broadcasting was 


concerned came through Young & 
Rubicam. The agency advised broad- 
casters that the account was ready 
to ‘play ball’ with the industry dur- 
ing the emergency and that all it 
wanted was a fair shake when it 


whether they be live shows or 
announcements. 

Cne small agency, whose program 
had been partially reduced because 
of the broadcast of President Roose- 
velt’s war address to Congress Mon- 
day (8), asked the network not only 
to give it a rebate on the time lost 
but to make some reimbursement on 
the talent. The talent cost on the 
program in question is one of the 
lowest in all daytime network broad- 
casting. 

Where accounts 
for the minute or 
news NEC 1} 
dropping such 


gether. 


insist on rebates 
two taken out for 
made it a policy of 
interpolations alto- 


1as 


Blackett’s Telegram 
Various’ stations reacted with 
grim surprise to a telegram sent 
them by the Chicago office of Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert last week in 
connection with one of its General 
Mills programs. The wire, signed 
by G. E. Fromherz, follows: 
‘National emergency causing 
NBC to take one minute from 
each daytime program for news 
bulletins shortens ‘Light of 


World’ transcriptions to approxi- 
mately 13% minutes We can 
fill in with one minute extra 


commercial at beginning of rec- 
ord. Is this acceptable? If not, 
how are you filling in and do 
you agree to prorate time? Im- 
portant you wire immediately.’ 
The reported attitude of several of 
queried stations was that they 
would not accept the extra minute 
commercial but would fill with a 


| minute of news and make no extra 


charge for this added service. 








Ramsey In Chicago 


Dec. 16. 
radio head of 





Cincinnati, 
William Ramsey, 


| Procter & Gamble, goes to Chicago 


| tomorrow 


(Wednesday) for agency 


|and writer huddles on the company’s 
| programs originating there. He’s due 


back here late this week. 
Before going to the Coast early 


4 | next month to launch the new ‘Hap 


| Hazard’ series, Ramsey will make 
‘one of his periodic trips to New 
York, probably the week of Dec. 29. 

James West, one of Ramsey’s as- 
sistants, is due back from New York 
tomorrow. 
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WMPS, MEMPHIS, BROADCASTS APOLOG Moral: Never Worry 


The producer of a touring network commercial program received a 
wire from the head of the agency’s program department advising that 


the latter was flying out (1,500 miles from New York) to have a talk 























ea ae with him. The producer, deducing that the agency exec could have ——————— 

James Hanrahan de Injection Into ene Navy Silences KGKO but one purpose for the trip and that was to fire him, put himself on Camel S 
. s f 9 G d f Fort Worth, Dec. 16. guard when his immediate superior arrived. 4 k 

Commercials of National Defense — oo A navy training plane, circling The exec invited the producer down to the hotel’s bar and asked Alas - 

Buying Blades; Hits Cough Drop Blurb 'down for a practice landing at Ar-| him whether he browsed around a town much while stopping off with ‘dye 

| lington, near KGKO’s transmitter, the program, The producer, still wary, rendered vague answers until bin rebroé 

Memphis, Dec. 16. . |tore through a power line leading the agency exee suddenly blurted out the object of his quizzing. ‘You commercial 

First known instance of a radio Aleshire to Kastor to KGKO but landed without dam-| now,’ said the exec, ‘that my hobby is to collect ships in bottles, so carried in . 
station publicly apologizing for ad- <= to the plane or its pilot. that, if you ever see something exceptional in this line in a curio or was Camel 


taken Sati 
American D 


vertising copy broadcast over its The torn wire was of nine strand 


facilities through a national network some other shop, keep me in mind and buy it up for me. I'd appre. 


Edward Aleshire, radio director 0 construction and was carrying 12000 





occurred here Friday night (12).|/the Sherman K. Ellis agency, has | volts of electricity. The station was ciate it.’ here by 

WMPS, affiliate of the Memphis| resigned to join the Kastor agency.| of the air for 30 minutes pending A couple hours later the exec was off on another plane flight back previous! 
Press-Scimitar, made objection to| He'll probably be an aceount ex-|the repair of the wire by the} to New York, without even waiting to watch the program broadcast mitted on 
two separate instances in the same | ecutive with the Chicago outfit. trouble shooters. that same evening. shortwave | 


night, both on orders of James Han- 
rahan, station manager an 3 Vic) eae Ss a 
president of Scripps-Howard Radio. 

First came when the station took 
exception to advertising used dur- 
ing a commercial news broadcast 
originating via the NBC Blue net- 
work. It was quoted by Hanrahan 
as saying: ‘Here is a late important 
news bulletin; Use Smith Brothers 
cough drops... .’ Hanrahan wired 
a protest to NBC and stated that his 
station ‘will not accept commercial 


copy disguised as news matter.’ » 
Second squawk came during Bill 4 
Corum’s Mutual description of the | 











Fritzi Zivic-Kid McCoy fight. Corum 
was quoted as saying ‘Use Gillette * } 
blades which last longer and thereby . 
conserve steel for national defense.’ of Eversharp’s Take It Or Leave It” 

Formal Apology 

Shortly thereafter, Larry Trexler, ¢ us 
WMPS news commentator, read a »2 
formal apology prepared by Hanra- in its second year on CBS 
han. The apology, later repeated 
as part of a regular newscast, read 
as follows: 

‘Through one of its networks, to- 
night WMPS has presented a pro- 
gram which implied by its commer- ‘ 
cial announcement that by the pur- } wn, 
chase of a certain product, the na- . 
tional defense might te advanced st 
and steel could be conserved. . 

WMPS permits no local advertisers, 
and knows of no local advertisers, 
who want to capitalize on the na- 
tional defense program to suggest 
that the purchase of any product, 
except Defense Bonds and Stamps, ts 
will enhance the national defense. ; 

‘We apologize for advertising an- 
nouncements over which WMPS has 
had little or no control tonight.’ 

Two nights earlier, WMPS, which 
identifies itself as “the news station’ 
and had been on the air almost con- 
stantly since war’s outbreak, shat- 
tered another precedent by advising 
the public that two other stations 
(WREC and WMC) would be on the 
air all night with war news after 4 
WMPS went off at two o’clock in the . 
morning. Announcement, specifically 
mentioning rival stations and giving ‘ 
their listening positions on the radio 
dials, was repeated several times as 
the period approached for WMPS to 
leave the air. First such incident of 
reciprocity, here, so far as known. 


MUTUAL STOCK 
SPREAD IS DUE 


dae ks gentlemen were worried about selling an $8.75 Eversharp pen and pencil 


ee Chicago, Dec. 16. 
utual shares will be spread thin- i i 
Porn no ata Dea sare set in a market where you can buy a pen for 29 cents and a pencil for a dime. 
plans being readied by the board of 
directors following confabs in Chi- 
cago. Proposal is to increase shares But not any more! 
for six additional member stations of 
the Mutual web. 
Up to Nov. 1 of this year 75% of * j i j 

tek dandll aac 00k8 to ome oe «+. not since they put the entire Eversharp appropriation into radio about two years 
and Don Lee, each group holding 25 
shares each. Four members, CKLW. 
WKRC, WHK and the Colonial ret. ago, went on the air over CB8 with “Take It Or Leave It” 
work held six shares each. ' 
; With new important members com- 
ng into the Mutual plan, there is a ij 
and ameid Geek ter toe toe 1». not since their sales jumped more than 100 per cent in less than a year. 
sharehold structure of the organiza- 
| tion, and the purpose of this meeting t . th f d h di 

was to work out a plan for distribu- « hot since & n . 

was to work out @ plan for distribu ss y found out that radio could sell pens and pencils all year around— 
+ Exact set-up of such distribution is 

yet to be determined. 


Baukhage May Be Sold 


a Libby-Owens-Ford is returning to 
the air after the first of the year. : 
It’s contracted for the Saturday 
5:45-6 p.m. spot on the NBC-Red. 

As for program it will be a com- 
mentator. Baukhage, NBC’s Wash- 

#} ~ineton man, is under consideration. 
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WGEO GOES © ALL-ASIAI 





a 
Camel Shortwaving Into 
Alaska From NBC Web 


nks, Alaska, Dec. 16. , Bye ichard G. Spencer. editor of ti , 
4 ape roe FCC rules, short-| high for radio listening when he Richard G. Spencer, editor of the week notified the stations carry- 
I y Jaturar Toure 1S ino _ P e 
ben broadcast of regular network addressed the country last Tues- |NBC Red Network News, house ing Arrid announcements that | 


ial programs is now being 
yom ge Alas. First such show 
was Camel cigaret’s ‘Sports Review, 
taken Saturdays from the Pan- 
American — ork of NBC and aired 

KFAR 
gf sly, FCC regulations per- 
mitted only sustaining network 


shortwave pickups. 





F.D.R.’s 83% 


Rating 


President Roosevelt set a new 


day night (9) on the war situa- 
tion, 

The rating reported by the 
Co-operative Analysis of Broad- 
casting was 83%. 

The President and the Bill of 
Rights celebration Monday (15) 
scored 63.3 with C. A. B. 





Dick Spencer, Sid Desfor 
Get NBC Photo Posts 


publicity organ, has been appointed 
of NBC, with com- 
photo see 


photo editor 


plete charge of the 
and photographers. 
Sid Desfor, a 
the company’s press department, 
also been named head photographer, 
succeeding Thomas Webber. 


photographer with 


has 


tion | 


Arrid’s Idea 





Spot Broadcasting, Inc., last 


the client wants them to put the 
electrical transcription identifica- 
tion after the commercial and 
not before it. 

The client, stated the notice, 
thinks that ‘a great advantage is 
to be gained’ by the product if 
the recording information we¢re 
broken that way. 





‘00,000-NATTE 








OAN FRAN 


General Electric Transmitter 
Moved Out of Schenectady 


as Government Desires 


Support for KGEI—Mean- 
time Engineers Are Trying 
Over the 














~~. 2 


: Transmissions 


North Pole 


POLICY CHANGES? 





| The 100,000-watt transmitter of 
| WGEO, General Electric shortwaver 
N. Y., has been sold 
ito the Government and will be moved 
ito the Pacific Coast. New station 
| will supplement GE’s KGEI in San 
| Francisco (the only shortwave out- 
let west of Cincinnati now) in airing 
| to the Orient. 

GE will continue ownership of the 
channel and license for WGEO in 
i ; : 3 aoe 
| Schenectady and will immediately 
{begin building a new transmitter 
| there to function in place of the one 
j it has sold. It also operates WGEA, 
| a 50,000-watt shortwaver in Sche- 
inectady. The two outlets always use 
the same programs, but on different 
wavelengths. 


iin Schenectady, 


- No wonder President Martin L. Straus of the Eversharp Company wrote to CBS: 
“Radio has raised sales to new peaks all over the country. Radio alone has enabled 


us to reach housewives and college students; factory workers and business men; 





farmers and city folk —for practically everybody listens’ 





For more than a year, Eversharp has been writing the script of this brilliant 


Whether the new Coast station 
that us es the WGEO transmitter will 
be openly and directly. operated by 
ithe Government isn’t known. If it 
| were, it would be the Coordinator of 
Information, of which Col. William J. 
| Donovan is the head, which would 
irun it, as it is his office that is 
| charged with getting U. S. propa- 
| ganda and news to Europe and Asia, 


success story on CBS. It’s a script long familiar to people who sell cars or sterling 


silver. It’s a script for people who make mattresses or refrigerators or cameras. In 


fact, it’s for all manufacturers whose products cost a lot ...last a long time. Radio 


i : : ; ae Perennial Argument 
can sell them just as successfully as it sells “quick turnover items —the soups and | Actually it would make little dif- 
r | ference, except in a technical sense, 
as to whether it was Donovan or GE 
SS who operated it, as Donovan’s office 
land the Office of Inter-American 
Affairs (for propaganda and news to 
i are providing much 


. ; South America) 
f the ct P ’ ping ce } 
as successfully and just as surely. of the stuff now being used on the 
3 hortwavers. If GE or someone else 
, 'did operate it, they would perhaps 


soaps, the cereals and cigarettes. Just 


; | get some sort of Government subsidy. 
Pa Only difference it would make to 
have a private operator would be to 


allay the that always 


when 


appre hension 
broadcaster 


5 ir ise imong 




















. a te % 7 there’s talk of the Government going 
ie rN z ay / nto d rect ar ] “1 ( tive I id ) Onera- 
sy” a ~ 1% ¥ 
gi Zz < if 10] 
fs 3 . “fg tf 
| \ { (" j Proponent of private ownership 
‘g q ‘ > Bip have always asserted that the only 
: “ ; ; * . , : 
\ X —_ f i 7 4 reason foreigners prefer U. S. short- 
ed \ / Vave ev to al other country’s is 
7 € € Knit s 3 ‘inde- 
f pe n < ] It ha Dee! ire 
¢ ; ition are 
} ] ) be G ernment- ned 
tnev t ne pected pre nda 
f I: ¢ on ii¢ 
CBS borrowed a pen and 
pencil from Eversharp (as , 
if te 
well as the facts) to produce 
a new booklet,“Take It Or f 
; j 
° I . f ; ; j 
Leave It.” Copies may be ffi ; 
3 j j 
Z j 
} ° ' ‘De Or AJ f ‘ ( ] r 
obtained from CBS, 485 an | 
P) j , f oot | 
Madison Avenue. New York. t | ve 7 
irl? to the Orient 
the Nort Pole route now, but 
’ Lhe apparently not any scientific 
7s ( eering data to prove the p int 
, 3 one way or the other. So WGEO 
beil move west to make sure of 
reaching the Orient. 
As far as getting American propa- 
. ganda heard in Japan, that’s another 
| H I: ‘ ) j | B A B R ( j D < A STI N ee Ss y ST E M | dubiou item. Nipponese govern- 
C M J A a. ois | ment has long been very strict in 
| prohibiting shortwave receivers, 
} eve n diplomatic officials, of foreign 


countries stationed 
past have run into delays of eight 
months to a Year in getting permis- 
sion to bring in shortwave receivers. 
On the other hand, beaming to the 
Orient would be valuable in getting 
to the Chinese and bracing their 
| spi irits and to U. S. possessions and 
‘to the Dutch East Indies 


in Japan in the 
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Blackett-Sample-Hummert Account 
Seeks 30-Min. Spots on Nat Basis 





Blackett - New 


York, is inquiring 


Sample - Hummert, 
among stations 


for availabilities in connection with | 


a major spot campaign that it fig- 
ures on starting for one of its drug 
accounts after the first of the year 
The query is for a half-hour a day 
five days a week. It is reported that 
the account prefers to apply the 
added appropriation involved _ to 
national spot rather than go on any 
network. The drug accounts under 
the B-S-H banner are American 
Home Products and Sterling Prod- 
ucts. 

These same accounts are consider- 
ing switching some of their respec- 
tive daytime programs to CBS and 
the NBC-Red, as time becomes avail- 
able on the latter webs, so as to take 
advantage of the contiguous rate. 





TIMES’ TIE-UP 


and the remainder going to promo- 


PROFITABLE T0 | 
WMCA, NY. 


As a result of its highly profitable 
tieup with the New York Times for 
hourly news bulletins, WMCA, New 
York, is chucking overboard its pro- 
gram tieups with other publications. 
PM news forum Sunday nights, aired 

by the newspaper PM, went off after 
e you run. Ben Gross, New York 
ally News columnist, ended his 
news comment show by request of 
the station. Exception, however, is 
Jack Shafer, who does a radio gos- 
sip series. But he may drop the 
credit line to his Long Island Press- 
Newhouse papers. 

Since the Times deal became effec- 
tive Dec. 1, WMCA has sold about 
$3,000 worth of spot announcements 
a week, including the Lucky Strike 
and Humphrey’s medicines plugs 
near the news summaries. Station's 
spot rates have been upped from $25 
and $50, to $35 and $70, respectively 
for one and two-minute blurbs. 








Raymond Gram Swing’s vacation 
as been indefinitely postponed be- 
cause of the war. 











STUDIO ONLY FOR MURROW 


WDRC Takes All the Bills, Including 
Speaker’s $1,500 Fee 





Hartford, Dec. 16. 

WDRC has cancelled plans for a 
public lecture by CBS commentator 
Edward Murrow on Jan. 8. Instead 
is substituting a studio lecture to an 
invited audience, with the speech go- 
ing over the air. Marks the start of 
a lecture series for the London war 
spieler. 

Station had originally skedded a 
talk, in the name of public service, 
from Bushnell Memorial. House 
seats over 3,000 and was jammed to 


| overflow when William Shirer spoke 


recently, Fearing inability to accom- 
modate the public for this talk, 
WDRC officials are airing the talk. 


Lecture will set station back an 
approximate $2,500-$3,000, with Mur- 
row getting an approximate $1,500 


| tion, etc. Station 
one-hour Major Bowes show to 
broadcast the talk. In order to ac- 
commodate city officials, public de- 
fense leaders, press and other digni- 
taries who will be present for the 
talk, station is expected to hire a 
small hall to present Murrow from. 

Prior to his 9-10 p.m. ethering, 
commentator will be taken by station 
officials for a tour of Hartford de- 
fense plants, which are many and 
varied. He will use this as back- 
ground material when he returns to 
London, 


is cancelling the 





Wallie Warren on Leave 
From Reno Station To 
Sell Bonds for Treasury 





Reno, Dec. 16. 

Wallie Warren has left job as man- 
ager of KOH, for $3,600 a year job 
peddling defense bonds for Uncle 
Sam. Warren, a Republican, pulled 
a sneak on the Democrats by grab- 
bing the job as Nevada deputy ad- 
ministrator for the sale of defense 
bonds. 

Jack Winston, formerly of KFBK, 
Sacramento, and also of Fairbanks, 
Alaska, has replaced Warren as head 
of KOH during his leave of absence. 





ee 





Suspense Is Terrible 





Syracuse, Dec. 16. 

Gordon Alderman, program di- 
rector of local station WAGE, is 
currently in a predicament be- 
cause a kid show he was writing 
and directing turned out to be 
unintentionally prophetic. Series 
was ‘Jungle Drums.” and when 
he became tired of the extra 
work and decided to drop the 
stanza, the yarn’s two heroes 
were stranded on a Pacific island 
that was. discovered to be a 
secret base for Japs and Nazis. 

Moppets from all over this 
part of the state have kept the 
station phone ringing with anx- 
ious queries about the fate of 
the two fictional characters, hav- 
ing taken the whole story as ac- 
tual fact. Alderman is reluc- 
tant to let the young listeners 
remain in suspense, but he cen't 
face the idea of reviving the 
program, even to have the two 
heroes killed off in the recent 
Jap raids. 


50,000-Watter 
For CBS DX Is 
Again Delayed 


Date for the debut of Coiumbia’s 
new 50,000-watt shortwave transmit- 
ter has again been shoved back. 
Preem was slated for Jan. 1 but now 
appears to be more likely around 
Feb. 15. It was originally planned 
to put the new equipment into use 
last September, but priorities and 
other difficulties have caused delays. 

Actually, CBS is building two 
transmitters, one for WCBX, its own| 
station, and one for WCAB, which | 
belongs in Philly,,but which is oper- 
ated in association with WCBX. 











458 Stations Now 


— 


on List For 


Income Tax Book Advertising 





QUEBEC COUNTERPARTS 


New One of Abbott and Costello— 
‘Amos ’n’ Andy’s’ 500th 








Montreal, Dec. 16. 

Buckingham Cigarettes have bought 
three quarter - hours, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, starting last 
week, on French language §sta- 
tion CKAC in French variant of Ab- 
bott and Costello entitled ‘Soldat 
Bidoche’ comedy in Army Life pro- 
duction. Will run three. times 
weekly until June 6. 

December 8 saw 50th perform- 
ance of ‘Nazaire et Barnabe’ spon- 
sored by Lever Bros. over CKAC 
and is now renewed for 52 weeks 
daily Monday through Friday. It is 
French counterpart of ‘Amos ’n’ 
Andy,’ played by Oliva Legare and 
Georges Bouvier, former playing 


‘Les Joyeux Troubadours,’ French 
counterpart of ‘The Happy Gang,’ 
renewed for full, year on CBF and 
French network, Quebec City, Chi- 
coutimi Rimouski and Sherbrooke, 
of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., 
by Colgate Palmolive and running 
Monday through Friday every week. 
Henri Letondel emcees the Trou- 
badours. 





Carlos Franco Consultant 
On Inter-American Affairs; 
It’s Part Time and Cuffo 


Carlos Seinen. % manager of Young 
& Rubicam’s time-buying depart- 
ment, has been named a consultant 
to the Office of the Co-ordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. It’s a part- 
time assignment and with no Salary. 





All the parts for WCBX have now 





been obtained and it is on the air} 
testing. WCAB’s new apparatus, | 
which will also be 50.000 watts, is| 
not complete and it is not certain 
when it will be. | 

Meantime, both stations continue 
to operate on their old 10,000-watt 
equipment. 


MILLER TAPE OPENS 
HOLLYWOOD OFFFICE 














When you bu 








PERSONAL CALLS ON DEALERS 


Anything from a one-day survey to 


tensive merchandising among retailers and wholesalers. 


(hee 


Reb ks at 





Out of these and many other special services available (22 in all) a 
full-fledged merchandising program can be arranged and executed, 


The KATZ Agency + 


New York Chicago Detroit 


WCAE 





RETAIL STORE DISPLAY 


Permanent stands in 130 retail outlets for use of WCAE 
advertisers. Exclusive display—minimum of 2 weeks, | 


STEADY NEWSPAPER PROMOTION 


30 inch advertisement, or larger, daily and Sunday 
promoting WCAE programs and sponsors. 


Atlanta 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
5000 Watts - 1250 K. C. 





Holland. Associated with Miller in | 
| Radiofilm Corp. are Loet C. Barn- 
styn, as president and general man- | 
ager, and Herbert R. Ebenstein, vice- | 


“9 Ts 
a full week of in- = Bil is 
itil 


= 


National Representatives 


Kansas City San Francisco Dallas 


maker of Miller 








MUTUAL 


BROADCASTING 


SYSTEM 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 
Miller Broadcasting System, Inc., 
recording tape, has 
opened studios and offices here and | 
forrned Miller Radiofilm Corp. as a 
subsidiary to handle distribution and | 
sales of its equipment and _ studio 
facilities. Miller tape, perfected by 
James A. Miller, president of the 
parent company, records sound on 
film by engraving into the emulsion 
and reproduces it by a photo-electric | 
eye. Unique feature of the method 
is that it makes possible the cutting 
and piecing together of different 
pieces of film without re-recording | 


an entire program or selection. 
Among the directors .of Miller | 
Broadcasting are E. Frank Hum- 


of Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
Diebold, president of | 
Sterling Products; Hunter Marsten, 
financier; Jacques Vinmont, and 
| representative of the Philips Co. of 


mert, 
agency; A. H. 


president in charge of sales 


Politics Called Off 


Bridgeport, Dec. 16. 

WNAB series skedded through 1942 
by Progressive Party as campaign 
weapon against Bridgeport’s Social- 
ist municipal administration was 
cancelled after war outbreak. 

Political sponsors issued statement 
calling for unity and seeing no pres- 
ent occasion to bicker. 


WHAS’ 10% 10% Xmas Bonus 


Louisville, Dec. 16. 
All employees of WHAS, and the 
Courier-Journal and Times, owners 
and operators of the radio station. 
will be recipients of a 10% bonus, 
based on their yearly salary. 
Station has followed this policy for 
the past four or five years, and all 
employees who have worked for the 








| firm for a year or more will partici- 


i 


pate in the melon slicing. 


Franco obtained the designation 
last week from Dallas Dort, director 
of Central Administrative Services 


within the Office for Emergency 
Management. 





Mrs. Fred Weber at Sea 


Fred Weber, general manager of 
Mutual, hasn’t heard of the where- 
abouts of his wife, Ruth Braden-Betz 
br iapaing since a week ago Saturday 
3) as a result of the secrecy clamped 
i on Pacific ship movement with 
| the outbreak of war. Mrs. Weber | 
was on a cruise that was to take her | 
from San Francisco, through the | 
Panama Canal and up the Atlantic 
to New York. 

Weber was told Monday (15) by | 
the Navy that information on where- 
abouts of the liner would be with- 
held until 24 hours within the vess¢« I's | 
arrival in New York. The last he | 
heard of the ship was that it was 
docked in Colombia. 








> 
vv 


seven parts and latter playing three._ 





Seattle, Dec. 16. 

A radio spot campaign begun in 
September by Simon & Schuster on 
the book ‘Your Income Tax’ and 
originally intended to include 109 
Stations has been so successful that 
the number of outlets has been jn- 
creased to 458. Spots consist of five 
and 15-minute periods daily and will] 
run until Feb, 28. 

Edwin A. Kraft, manager of North- 
west Radio Advertising Co., Inc, 
agency handling the account, says he 
believed that this is the most com- 
prehensive campaign ever used by a 
publisher to advertise a single book. 
Approximately $150,000 will be spent 
for station time during the cam- 
paign. 


STORER, WILSON 
HEAD REVAMPED 
N.LB. 


Washington, Dec. 16. 

Organization of the renovated Na- 
tional Independent Broadcasters was 
speeded up last week as consequence 
of the war emergency and the jockey- 
ing for position of radio’s jealous 
trade units, with officers being nom- 
inated and elected by telegram. 
George Storer, principal owner of 
Fort Industries, which has several 
local outlets in the Ohio-West Vir- 
ginia sector, landed in the presidency 
after the state delegations were re- 








quested by wire to fix up a slate. 
Membership unanimously voted 
‘yes,’ though told that write-ins were 
permissible. 

Other officers are L. B. Wilson, of 
WCKY, vice-president; Ed Spence of 
WWDC, _ secretary-treasurer, and 


Harold LaFount, associated with the 





Arde Bulova stations, as board chair- 


| Man, 


Much-postponed huddle of the 
membership still is tentatively sched- 
uled for 


early in the year, with no 
definite date set. Until the dues- 
payers congregate, promised state- 
ment of policy and declaration of 


principles will be kept under 
Before the session, the officers will 
prepare a platform to be handed the 
meeting where operating machinery 
will be created. 


cover, 


radio editor of the 


Richard Pheatt, 


Toledo (O.) Blade, has been elected 
| pre ssident of the Toledo Newspaper 
| Guild for 1942, 
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NBC Artists, Concert Services Sold 
To Morton, Tuthill, Levine, Bottorof: 
Does $1,800,000 Annual Gross 





This Is Serious 





Ad agency men are beginning 
to feel the shortage on stop- 
watches, practically all of which 
are imported from Switzerland. 
In some cases the watchpieces 
have been taken away from 
writers and made the possession 
exclusively of program directors. 

Notices have already been 





The talent and artists service busi- 
ness of the National Broadcasting 
Co., together with Civic Concert 
Service which controls several 
hundred cities’ concerts, was sold 
last week to four NBC executives. 
The sale is one in theory rather 
than fact, for no money was paid 
under the agreement if the new con- 
cert company, to be known as the 
National Concert & Artists Corp., 
makes profit, money from that profit 
is to be paid to NBC. A reported 
obligation of $150,000 is reported. 

The four new heads of the con- 
cert service will be Alfred H. Mor- | 
ton, president; Daniel S. Tuthill, | 
Marks Levine and O. O. Bottoroff, | 
as vice-presidents. Sale is to be 
effective Jan. 1, 1942, and the | 
company will take offices at } 
Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Morton has been an executive of 
NBC for more than 10 years, and for 
five prior to that time was European 
manager of RCA. 

Bottoroff for 21 years has headed 
Civic Concerts Corp., building that 
organization to a point where it 
stands almost unrivaled as a talent 
broker. Levine, in the concert busi- 
ness for two decades is presently 
acting head of the concert service 
and enjoys an excellent trade repu- 
tation for square shooting with rival 
managers and artists. Tuthill had 
been managing director of the popu- 
lar and radio divisions and likewise 





has standing for integrity and in- 
telligence. 
Sol Hurok whose Office controls 


attractions such as the Ballet Russe, 
Ballet Theatre, Marian Anderson, 


vv 


| 
/ ances are to be held at the Eighth 





Jan Peerce, Mischa Elman, Artur | 
Rubinstein, will continue to release 
through the new company 
$1,800,000 Gross 
Artists under the present manage- 
ment will be about the same as the 
present list. As usual at the end 
of each year some new ones will be 
added and some old ones drop out. 
Last season the NBC Concert Serv- 
ice did a gross of about $1,800,000. | 
Some of the important stars on the 
roster include Sergei Rachmaninoff, 


Fritz Kreisler, Gladys Swarthout, | 
Giovanni Martinelli, Ezio Pinza, | 
John Charles Thomas, ete. NBC 
carries about 90-100 artists. 


The sale is being opposed by Jack | 
Adams, concert manager who filed 
a N. Y. supreme court action Thurs- | 
day (11) against the NBC and offi- | 
cers and directors claiming a con- 
Fpiracy to prevent him from secur- 
ing the company for which he had 
offered $150,000. 
of $1,000,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO SWITCH 
OF CBS COMPLICATED 
—— | 


San Francisco, Dec. 16. 

Frisco full of CBS execs here to | 
prepare for the switch from KSFO | 
to KQW Jan, 1 and to set up a new, | 
independent CBS news bureau in | 
Palace Hotel. The switchover con- | 
tingent is headed by James Middle- | 
brooks, who built the WABC, WEEI 
and KSFO transmitters 
give KQW CBS-treatment. George | 
Dunham of CBS Sales Promotion, | 
N. Y., and Harold Spears, KNX su- 


He seeks damages 


» | 


and will 


pervising engineer, also preparing 
for the move to KQW 

However, it now appears th: 
KQW won't be able to transfer it 
Studio operations to the CBS plant 
in Palace hotel until Feb. 15 because 


KSFO is sitting tight. Latter station 
] space from CBS but staying | 
put on the chance that KQW’s 50 kw. | 
srant may-be upset at the last min- 
ute, 

New newsroom is being handled 
by Bill Slocum of New York with 
Fox Case of Hollywood and Art 
Kemp, Frisco CBS chief. UP wire 
has been added, supplementing AP 
and INS lines already in. Also in- 
volved are Pat O'Reilly, formerly 
KNX, and Al Hunter, former writer 
for John B. Hughes. 


iCases 





Guards On KSTP Plant 
Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 
Guards are patrolling the KSTP 





transmitter where workmen just 


completed the installation of auxili- 


ary power equipment. 

The new equipment is intended to 
keep the station on the uir if the 
regular supply should fail. 


posted in agencies, advising the 
radio staff to be extra careful 
about their stopwatches. The 
warning >~mentions dunking the 
mechanisms in water, dropping 
them or leaving them around for 
the baby to play with. As a rule 
the agency furnishes the watches 
to employees. 


WLS DEADHEADS 500 
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS 


Chicago, Dec. 16. 
Glenn Snyder last week ordered 
WLS to allot the Chicago Defense | 
Committee the use of 500 seats at | 
the WLS National Barn Dance for 
500 soldiers and sailors. 











Attebury’s Eye Mishap 


Kansas City, Dec. 16. 
Ellis Attebury, commercial man- 
ager of KCKN, 250-watter of Kansas 





Perform- 


Street theatre and the dates are 

Dec. 20 and 27. 
This is practically half of the ca- ; doctor’s care as result of an injury 

pacity of the theatre for each per-| to am eyeball incurred while chop- 

formance. And Snyder says more | ping wood. 

tickets will be available, if and when Now appears Attebury will suffer 

requested for service men. ‘no lasting optical damage. 


City, spent most of last week under | 


Pacific Blacxouls Produce Change: 
Some Advertisers Prefer to Drop 
Re-Broadcasts for Daylight Hours 


-_—- 


Because of the frequent shutting 
down of radio stations on the West 
Coast at night by local defense au- 
thorities, advertising agencies 
considering eliminating the repeat 
broadcasts on night-time shows for 
this area and including daylight 
Pacific hookups, wherever possible, 
in the feeds for eastern listeners. 
If this arrangement materializes, it 
will be the first drastic readjustment 
for commercial programs resulting ’ ; 
from America’s participation in the Carroll D. Alcott, who joined the 
| war. Crosley staff last week as the Far 

‘The March of Time’ has already | East expert, notified by the State 
made the change in this direction.| Department that his wife, en route 
\‘Time’ program of last Thursday | from China, had escaped Japanese 
night (11) was cleared right across | attack and arrived safely in Manila. 
\the continent at one time, passing | Alcott is in New York today (16) 
| up its usual rebroadcast which came | for a part in tonight’s ‘We, the Peo- 
‘to 11-11:30 p.m., New York time. } ple’ broadcast on CBS. 


Under the new circumstance 
show reaches the Coast at 5 p.m. 


the 


Some agencies are disposed to the 
proposition that it would be better 
to get a partial audience than none 
at all. Also to the belief that 
emergency conditions will in time 
so change the living habits of West 
Coast residents that the actual loss 
in audience will be of small dimen- 
sions. 


are 

















poem 








Realizing the need for an accurate cost control 
technique for our advertisers, WLW earlier this 
year introduced a comprehensive study entitled, 


“The Allocation of the WLW Radio Dollar in 345 


Midwestern Counties.” 


Almost immediately, a number of WLW adver- 
tisers found this study helpful in controlling sales 
and distribution costs. In fact, the response has 
been so great to the Cost Allocation study that we 
now find we made one mistake—we failed to 
order enough copies of it to supply the demand. 
Our supply is completely exhausted, and we need 
more copies of the Cost Allocation study—right 


away. Therefore, we are authorizing any WLW 


sales representative to pay one dollar in cash for 


= 









: AKE.- 
Rt 





every extra copy that may be in your reference 
library. Naturally, we do not want to deny the 
use of the Cost Allocation study to any agency or 
any advertiser, so don’t let us have the only copy 
in your possession. But we are anxious to secure 


your extra copies and we are willing to pay good 


dollar bills to get them. 


In New York, call Warren Jennings at PLaza 
5-9800; in Chicago, Walter Callahan at State 0366; 
and in Cincinnati, Harry Mason Smith at Kirby 
4800. We know the dollar won’t mean much to 
you—but the books do mean a lot to us. It will 
help us a great deal if you will take a quick look 
Thank 


around your offices, then give us a call. 


you very much. 





SORE ROOTES 8 OETEH SAIS 





THE NATION’S MOST MERCHANDISEABLE STATION 
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~ Set Back Showdown on F CC Orders 





NBC and CBS Obtain ‘War Pre-occupation’ Post- 


ponement Over Protests of Commission 


NBC and CBS appeared before the 
three-man Federal Statutory court 
Friday (12) in New York City and 
successfully argued for a postpone- 
ment from the scheduled Monday 
(15) trial of their temporary injunc- 
tion suits against the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. The court, 
consisting of Learned Hand, Henry 
W. Goddard and John Bright, al- 
lowed a re-dating as of Jan. 12 over | 
the bitter protests of counsel for the | 
FCC, who saw the webs prolonging | 
their non-compliance with the Com- 
mission’s anti-monopoly orders on | 
the grounds of war pre-occupation. 

Judges (in chambers) seemed net 
posed to accept at face value and | 
sympathetically the NBC and CBS 
assertion that the Japanese crisis, 
followed by the rest of the Axis de- 
eclaring war on the U.S.A., had so 
upset the executives that they could 
not get together with their lawyers. 

Charles Evans Hughes, Jr., ap- 
peared for NBC and John Cahill for 
CBS. Thomas E. Harris protested 
for the Government agency. He 
raised the issue that the orders 
should go into effect over the period 
of any postponement. However, 
judges’ position was that the disposi- 
tion of the whole controversy hinged 
upon the taking of testimony and 
adjudication of the legalities raised 
by NBC and CBS. 

Mutual was present and repre- 
sented as pro-FCC, as was the Civil 
Liberties Union, which sought un- 
successfully to obtain recognition of 
its right to file in support of James 
L. Fly & Co. 


WGY STUDIO AUDIENCES 
ARE OFF INDEFINITELY 


Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 16. 


The ‘temporary’ discontinuance of 
studio audience shows at WGY, an- 
mounced in a large advertisement 
the GE station ran in newspapers of 
the area, may last indefinitely. 
‘Speaking of Books,’ the sustainer 
with name authors and critics round- 
tabling and in which WGY-GE take 
great pride, was aired Friday night 
minus visitors. So was ‘The Little 
Red Schoolhouse,’ half-hour’ kid 
quiz sponsored by Hudson Coal. 
Also ‘Club Conga,’ with Gordie Ran- 
dall’s house band and other enter- 
tainers, and the Saturday morning 
Children’s Theatre of the Air. 

















Findlay, Ohio Station 
Launching This Week 


Findlay, O., Dec. 16. 

Station WFIN here is beginning 
operations on 1,000 watts power and 
1,300 kilocycles this week. The 
new station is first in city. Fred R. 
Hover is general manager but com- 
plete personnel has not been deter- 
mined. 

Those set include Edgar Smith, 
chief engineer; Herman G. Foster, 
engineer; Grace E. Ingledue, pro- 
duction manager; A. Maurice Dun- 
lop, salesman; Les Ryder, news 
editor and musical director; Virginia 
Wade, traffic manager and director 
of children’s programs, and Bill 
Walker, former special events di- 
rector for KFJM, Grand Forks, N. D. 


= Wheat Pool as Sponsor 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 16. 
Saskatchewan Wheat Pool is 
sponsoring Sasketchewan hockey 
league broadcasts over CJRM, Re- 
gina, for the fourth consecutive sea- 
son. There will be at least 23 
broadcasts during the winter. New 
set-up this year has the broadcasts 

fed to CKBI, Prince Albert, Sask. 
Grant Carson does the announcing. 











CFCF’s Renewals 


Montreal, Dec. 16. 

CFCF has extensions of sponsored 
programs as follows:— 

‘Lum and Abner’ for 13 weeks, 
four times weekly, from Dec. 29 for 
Alka-Seltzer. 

Lydia Pinkham spot announce- 
ments daily. 

Musterole Company, 130 spot an- 
nouncements, four times per week, 


+— 





Monday through Friday, starting 
Dec. 15. 





OBJECT TO SUNDAY 
BROADCASTS FROM U.S. 


St. John, Dee. 18. 
On the better late than never 
theory, the Social Service Council 


of the Anglican (Chureh of 
England), for the diocese, has pro- 
tested against the broadcasting of 
baseball games on Sundays, ‘as a 
substitute for religious services.’ Not 
until the world’s series of 1941 had 
diamond broadcasts been sent out 
over the government network and 
affiliated stations. 


A number of denominational or- 
ganizations have also objected to the 
tieups with U. S. networks on Sun- 
day programs, with the Charlie Mc- 
Carthy and Jack Benny iineups, 
given special attention. On the 
ground these programs desecrate the 





All-Night Vigil Ends 





Except for scattered exceptions 
and those stations that normally 
broadcast around the clock, the 
24-hour operations of radio sta- 
tions ushered in with the Japs’ 
attack on Pearl Harbor are be- 
ing discontinued this week. The 
‘crisis’ lasted a week. News bul- 
letins became too scarce to war- 
rant the all-night schedule. 

Webs and others are setting ar- 
rangements with phone company 
to keep wires ‘hot’ so service 
can, if necessary, be resumed 
within 10 or 15 minutes’ notice. 


“The Mikado’ Dethroned 


Toronto, Dec. 16. 
On idea that the war situation is 
too grim to warrant being funny 
about anything Japanese, ‘The 


Mikado’ production scheduled for a 
fortnight hence has been cancelled 
in the CBC Gilbert and Sullivan 
series, according to Rupert Lucas, 
CBC program director. 

Piece was also to have been pre- 
sented as the annual show at Upper 
Canada College and was in rehearsal 














Sabbath. 


but is now out. 








Training Girl Announcers 





See Male Spielers, Mostly Young, in Army Under 
New Expansion for War 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 


Looking ahead to a possible run 
on radio announcers through draft 
and enlistments, local radio stations 
are considering plans to _ train 
femmes for spieler’s berths when 
what is looked upon as the inevitable 
comes. First Pittsburgh outfit to 
map out an actual course for the 
girls is WCAE, with Cliff te 
program manager, already making 
preparations to get his classes roll- 
ing. First enrollees will include 
Lillian Malone, who has conducted 
a woman’s program on WCAE for 
years, and Irene Cowan, former 
actress and mistress of ceremonies 
of station’s daily 60 minute record 
show, ‘Four o’Clock Frolic.’ She 
was until recently music librarian 
there. 

Average age of Pittsburgh an- 
nouncers igs around 26, with majority 
under that age, and ranks are ex- 
pected to be depleted seriously 
within next month or so. While 





WCAE is the first of the five local 
stations to indicate that it would 
probably fall back on girl an- 
nouncers, the other four intimated 
over the weekend that they would 
probably do the same thing. 


Kasper-Gordon Dusts Off 
Australian War Discs 


Boston, Dec. 16. 
Kasper-Gordon here has dusted 
off ‘The Enemy Within,’ an expose 
of the Nazi Fifth Column in 


Australia, and how the spy and 
sabotage ring was broken up by the 
Australian Secret Service. These 
have heretofore been barred from 
most U. S. broadcasting stations. 

The series consists of 117 quarter 
hour episodes and has been played 
in Canada. 
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coe Snes Most Spectacular 


e Program Test Success 


“PUN and PUNISHMENT’ corraled 52% of the 


Kansas Oty audience after just seven weeks— 


bu 
This 


the best of major network competition. 
mew word-guessing game of ‘Yak’ 


has become the town’s fastest-growing fad. As 
an entertainment vehicle for merchandising 
and , Pun and Punishment” is an odds- 
on bet. Patiieularly for the advertiser who sets 
a “eeiling” on his production budget! 



















“Electrifying History”— 
and Magnetizing Listeners! 


This is romantic adventure stuff—exciting ex- 
cursions imto the ages. In short, the slickesit, 
soundest gampaign for power load-building 
and eleewical appliance selling ever racked up 
for radio. Sixty-five audience-pulling episodes, 
transeribed by a big-name Hollywood cast, are 
ready for you—eomplete with mats, publicity 
and merehandising cids, 
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BRUSH CREEK 
Qollies 
COAST-TO-COAST FAVORITE 
OF WEEKEND CBS FANS 


A fig for Cafe Society! Phooey 
to sophistication! 
toward your Columbia station any 
Saturday afternoon and get a load 
of the brand of corn that sells 
most Americans. Down-to-earth 
music and comedy is the Brush 
Creek formula for pulling mail 
from New York as well as Podunk, 
—Frisco as well as Horner's Cor- 
ners. “Brush Creek Follies” with 
thirty top performers—plus all 
script and production—comes in 
one sensibly-priced sales pack- 
(Kansas City origination 
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NBC Hires 100 Guards 





Thomas Tart, formerly in charge of one of the NBC theatre-studios 
in New York, has been shifted to assistant to George Monahan, new 
chief of the company’s guards at its home offices and studios in Radio 


City, N. Y¥. 
guards. 


Also, 100 men were hired last week to supplement the 


Both moves were part of NBC’s efforts to prevent sabotage of its 


equipment or buildings. 


Besides requiring all broadcasters, agency 


men and others to carry special passes of admission to the studios, the 
company also barred all visitors, regardless of whether they have 
passes Or not, from the floor where the master control rooms are 


located. 
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WBZ TECHNICIANS GET 
OFFICIAL NLRB NOD 


Washington, Dec. 16. 

Collective bargaining rights for 
engineers at the three New England 
Westinghouse transmitters were 
awarded WBZ Technicians Associa- 
tion, an unaffiliated union, by the 
National Labor Relations Board 
Thursday (11). 

Certification was based on check 
of the union roster and the WBZ, 
WBZA and WBOS payrolls, rather 
than an_ election. Comparison 
showed 19 of the 21 eligible techni- 
cians were card-holders. 








Spokane’s Three Alerts 


Spokane, Dec. 16. 

Radio stations here were off the 
air on army order air blackouts the 
entire nights, and a number of 
shorter periods during last week. 
KHQ will act as a clearance station 
for eastern Washington and north- 
ern Idaho, and will relay all orders 
from the federal communications 
commission, and the Second inter- 
ceptor commang, to the other sta- 
tions. 

During air blackout periods, local 
Stations have received their pro- 
grams as usual, and the public has 
been advised that they can be heard 
at their stations studio’s. 
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CHNS’ Uncle Mel Tours 


Nova Scotia War Camps 


Halifax, N. S., Dec. 16. 

One of the most active workers in 
supplying entertainments for Cana- 
dian soldiers, sailors, airforcemen 
and British merchant marine, is H. O. 
Mills, who broadcasts regularly from 
CHNS here under the title of Uncle 
Mel. He’s has been touring camps, 
schools, bases, patrol stations, with 
a troupe of radio performers. He 
does an act himself as well as direct- 
ing the programs, which are offered 
as far away from Halifax, as 150 
miles, 

At most stands, he is under the 
auspices of the Canadian Legion, and 
cooperating with Major A. R. Cooper, 
district entertainment officer, and 


who is a veteran theatre manager on 
leave. 





Hamm Beer Renews WCCO 
Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 
Hamm Brewing has renewed its 
Rollie Johnson — Eddie Gallaher 
WCCO sports show for another year. 
Both Johnson and Gallaher are vet- 
eran radio sports announcers. 


Latter is a regular WCCO staff 





member. 





Many Writers and 


Directors Shuffled 


On Hummert Shows by Air Features 





Counteract Blackouts 





San Francisco, Dec. 16. 

NBC’s two local stations, KGO- 
KPO, are donating two half 
hours daily to restore the trend 
of public buying. 

Japs stopped one of biggest re- 
tail Christmas seasons in recent 
years. 


Calavo Growers’ List 


San Francisco, Dec. 16. 
Calavo Growers of Los Angeles 
are using 16 stations in a new spot 


campaign placed through J. Walter 
Thompson here. 
Outlets sharing in the avocado 








plugs are KGO, KHJ, KECA, 
KMOX, KSL, KOMO,'- KPFY, 
WKRC, KEX, WBBM, WGAR, 


WOR, WTMJ, KLZ, WOAI and 
KFRC. 
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PHIL EVANS 


».. MOUTHPIECE FOR MILLIONS OF FARMERS 


To sell farmers, you have to 
know their problems and talk 
their language. 


does both. 


tor, 


Janet Huchins 


For a sample of big-time scripting, listen any day to “Amold Grimm's Daughter” on NBC-Red. 
Cheek the Crossley and Hooper ratings and see for yourself how Janet Muckins has boosted 
the audience of this show for General Mills. She's conceived two new features soon to be 
available. Arthur B. Chureh personally endorses Janet Huckins’ abilities ond predicts ehe'll 


and NBC networks, formerly 
Goodyear’s Farm Commenta- 
he’s known throughout 
rural America. Gince 1924, 
he’s traveled thousands of 
miles —talked to millions of 
people. If you want to sell 
farmers, you want Phil Evans. 
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“When Arthur B. Church tasses a show together, 
it’s a pretty safe bet that it'll be a whopdoodie, 
as far as audience appeal!” 


* 


THE TEXAS RANGERS 


"Class Production ..swell showmanship .. Plenty Good!” —Variety 


Variety and radio editors have always given “raves” to this superb eight-man vocal and 
instrumental unit. So have listeners! Behind The Texas Rangers are tremendously success- 
ful network and spot commercials—many a bang-up CBS sustaining series—a flock of 
topnotch western movies with Gene Autry and John Mack Brown. 


To network advertisers: The Texas Rangers are perfect in their own musical dramatic show 
—just as well-fitted for your variety show originating in Hollywood. 


To station managers, local and regional advertisers: The Texas Rangers Library (tran- 
scribed) now available for use on non-competing stations, except in Texas where Kellogg 


has renewed for 1942. 





Phil Evans 
Veteran of CBS 





A SLIGHT CASE OF GLAMOUR 


This is the young lady who 
zoomed from nowhere to star- 
ring spots on CBS and NBC 
commercials--in two short 
years! Her voice (mm-m) did 
it... and her looks and per- 
sonality helped. Catch her 
regular KMOX Sunday morn- 
ing Columbia network show 
from St. Louis. You'll see 
what we mean. Presently 
available for national spon- 
sorship. 
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beeome one of radio’s most famous writers. 








AUTHOR OF ONE OF RADIO’S 
GREAT DAYTIME SERIALS 
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Number of writer and director 
shuffles have been made in the Air 
Features, Inc. (Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert) dramatic shows in recent 
weeks. Knowles Entrikin and Rich-« 
ard Leonard are respective author 
and director of ‘David Harum,’ suee 
ceeding John De Witt and Lester 
Vail. Latter, who recently took a 
leave of absence to stage the Thea- 
tre Guild’s ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ 
with Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge, has returned as director of 
‘John’s Other Wife,’ which Ruth 
Borden scripts. 

Charles O’Neill and James Church 
are respective author and director 
of ‘Second Husband,’ in place of 
David Davidson and Edwin Wolfe. 
Davidson has been shifted to the 
scripting of ‘Mr. Keen,’ replacing 
Doris Holman, with Martha Atwell 
remaining as_ director. Stephen 
Gross, already directing ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ and ‘Amanda of Honey- 
moon Hill,’ is now also in charge of 
‘Lorenzo Jones,’ in place of Lloyd 
Rosenmond, who remains in a 
supervisory production capacity on 
all the agency’s dramatic shows. 

Helen Walpole, continuing as au- 
thor of ‘Our Gal Sunday,’ has been 
shifted from the script of ‘Amanda 
of Honeymoon Hill’ to ‘Stella 
Dallas,’ being succeeded by Stella 
Reynolds on the former and replac- 
ing Jack Hammil on the latter, 
Richard Leonard remains as direc- 
tor of ‘Stella” Jane Pierce is now 
writing ‘Orphans of Divorce’ and 
Zachary Metz is directing. Latter 
has also succeeded Miss Atwell as 
director of ‘Front Page Farrell,’ 
which Henry Iars Bart is writing in 
place of Cecilia Lipshutz. 


Mary Watkins Reeves and Blair 
Walliser are writer and director, re- 
spectively, of ‘Romance of Helen 
Trent.’ Walliser is also handling 
‘Backstage Wife, which Turnley 
Walker authors. Miss Atwell con- 


tinues as director of ‘Just Plain Bill’ 
and ‘Young Widder Brown,’ with 
Robert Andrews and Lawrence Klee 
remaining the respective scripters. 





U.S. Commentators Now 
Properly Accredtted For 
Quebec Radio Listeners 


Montreal, Dec. 16. 

Extension of the war last week 
has brought some changes and mod- 
ifications in Quebec province and 
outside stations. United States com- 
mentators, up to last week, virtually 
barred om national and private sta- 
tions, are now coming in every 
night, although there is no change 
as yet in the CBC feud with the 
Ford Sunday night program. 

CFCF, Canadian Marconi station, 
shows small change- except that H. 
V. Kaltenborn now is heard at 1 a.m. 
every day and there is a two-min- 
ute bulletin the hour every hour, 

French language station CKAC has 
inaugurated new series of signals to 
cut in 





an 
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on programs. This is six 
buzzes for very special bulletins 
cutting in on regular programs and 


three buzzes for less important war 
news. Otherwise little change. 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. has 
hour-to-hour spot bulletins on war 
until midnight, which is the last 
until following morning at 7:45. 


CHARLES CARVAJAL TO 
N.Y. EXPORT COMPANY 


Charles R. Carvajal, formerly pro- 
duction’ manager and chief of the 
Spanish section of the NBC inter- 


national shortwave department and 
later assistant to the director of 
international commercial broadcast- 
ing for the network, has joined Ad. 
Auriema, Inc., manufacturers’ ex- 
port management firm in New York. 
He will mainly handle the export of 
commercial radio equipment and 
parts, chiefly in Latin America. 
After leaving NBC, Carvajal did 
consulting work on radio broadcast- 
ing for South America and was with 
the engineering department of CBS. 





Hartford F-M Station Starts 
Hartford, Dec. 16. 
W53H, FM broadcaster of WTIC, 
started daily commercial operation 
yesterday (15). Station will not be 


formally dedicated until new an- 
tenna is up in March. 
Leonard J. Patricelli directs 





W53H. 
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f From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tur Rapio Trave Is Discussinc: War-—the quick slowing down to q 
trickle of news flashes—the NBC-CBS success in getting a Court post- 
ponement to January on FCC showdown—Helen Hayes going off the 
air—The Minute Men of this war who will broadcast for the Treasury. 





Marjorie Davies playing three spots on ‘Mr, Keen’ this week, doubling 
from ‘Maudie’s Diary’ and the lead of ‘Meet Mr. Meek’....Jay Bennett is 
the author and Arnold Moss and McKay Morris will play the leads on 
Friday night's (19) ‘Grand Central Station’... Virginia Safford Lynn is 
the scripter of next week’s (26) stanza of the same show....Joan Alex- 
ander now playing the lead on Rickard Kollmar and 
Sammie Hill have succeeded to the leading parts on ‘Bright Horizon’.. 
Next Tuesday night’s (23) broadcast of the Bendix-Treasury show winds 
up the series....Jack McBryde returned to ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ 
cast. 

George Keane added to ‘John’s Other Wife’ troupe... .Jean Lewis and 
James Kreiger joined ‘Orphans of Divorce’ company....Norman Williams 
and Tom Powers newcomers to ‘Second Husband’ show, with Helen 
Menken....Bert Lebhar, WHN sales manager, lectured on radio advertis- 


‘Superman’. . 


ing last week before the Long Island University, broadcasting class con- | 


ducted by Al Simon, WHN press agent, and Jo Ranson, Brooklyn Eagle 
radio editor. 

Henry Morgan had a busy week... 
Tuesday and Friday broadcasts because ‘White House Press Conference’ 
series, with Jim Crowley, is taking over the Mutual spot those nights.... 
Frank Chase has left the Curtis Brown agency and opened his own script 
office....WGN Concerts tossing cocktail party Monday (22) at the Savoy 
Plaza to celebrate birthday....Bob Novak, of Young & Rubicam, pro- 
ducing ‘Christianity in Crisis,’ to be aired Sunday night (21) over Mutual 
for United China Relief, in behalf of the committee on foreign relief 
appeals of the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America.... 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency dickering with Mrs. Ring Lardner for 
the serial rights to her late husband's play, ‘Elmer the Great’....Agency 
figures it for an evening half-hour series with a name lead. 


Hamilton O’Hara and James Beach, both CBS page boys with experience 
on the network's ‘junior’ programs, were added to the regular staff last 
week. O’Hara, formerly sound effects man at WFAS, White Plains, N. Y., 
and having had similar assignments on CBS page boy shows over WBNX, 
Bronx, N, Y., was appointed to the regular sound effects staff....Beach, 
formerly a member of the CBS ‘junior’ group at KNX, Hollywood, as actor, 
announcer and scripter, has been added to the network’s short wave 
writing staff. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr., B.B.D. & O. radio head, didn’t go to the Coast for the 
Monday night (15) edition of ‘Cavalcade,’ 
trip instead and is due back tomorrow (Thursday)....Larry Adler guests 
Saturday night (20) on ‘Hobby Lobby’....While Eddie Cantor is in Philly 
with his legit musical, ‘Banjo Eyes,’ the production staff for his radio 
series, including director Bob Welch, also remain there, coming into New 
York only for the Wednesday night broadcasts....Neal Hopkins adapting 
‘The American Way’ for Sunday night’s (21) chapter of ‘Great Plays’.... 
Bill Tuttle, of the Lyons & Lyons office and director of ‘The Shadow,’ 
recovered from flu attack....Dick McDonagh scripting NBC’s annual news 
review program....Gil Newsome, formerly with WCAU, Philadelphia, 
announcing the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight Bands’ series, replacing Al Helfer, 
who was called for active service with the navy... .‘Mutual Goes Calling’ 
afternoon series canceled in favor of ‘Music by Willard,’ from WHK, 
Cleveland. 


Judith Anderson guests Saturday (20) on ‘Lizcnln, Highway,’ which Jack 
Hurdle directs ... Jean Hersholt is the guest next week .., Tom Braden, 
of WOR publicity department, leaves Jan. 20 for army training in Canada 
before being assigned duty in England ... Flora Robson guests Friday 
night (19) in ‘Lady Vanishes’ on the Philip Morris ‘Playhouse’... Laurence 
Hammond handled the Washington pickups last night (Tuesday) of Robert 
Montgomery on ‘We, the People’... Yolanda Mero-Irion re-elected chair- 
man of the Women’s National Radio Committee, while Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin 
was named first vice-chairman and Mrs, 
ehairman; Helen Havener, secretary, and Mrs. M. D. Jackson, treasurer . 
Dorothy McGuire guests Saturday (20) on the Armstrong ‘Theatre of 
Today,’ which Kenneth Webb produces for B.B.D.& O.... Erik Barnouw 


Robertson appeared yesterday afternoon (Tuesday) via CBS for the Na- 
tional] Assn, of Day Nurseries ... NBC is requiring all actors, musicians, 
announcers, directors and agency men to display passes for admission to 
its studios in Radio City, but anyone with a ticket to one of the visual 
audience shows can walk in unhindered after dark ... WOR sales depart- 
ment heaving a luncheon for agency men tomorrow (Thursday) at its FM 
studios and transmitter. 
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but Homer Fickett made the | 


'IN HOLLYWOOD... 





} Orson 
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Had his nose bobbed and lost his | 


| 


| 
' 


| 





Tue Rapio TrApe 1s Discusstinc: WAR—anticipated military crack- 
down on commentators whose speculation, conclusions and editorial 
expression are not exactly nerve-soothing—The question of rebates for 
those cut-ins on commercial programs—the problem of rehearsals when 
blackouts are ordered—possible abandonment of studio audiences as 
precaution against sabotage of network facilities. 

Kraft Music Hall bolstered its personnel with the addition of Victor 
Borge, Danish pianist-comedian, who has been tagged to a five-year con- 
tract. Harry Maizlish, KFWB manager, negotiated the deal as a friendly 
gesture....BBD&O shipped Homer Fickett out here to produce Caval- 
cade’s ‘The Great Man Votes.’ The great man being none other than 
Welles....Ruthrauff & Ryan moved Charles Perrine, Coast man- 
ager, to the firm’s copy and plan department in Chicago. John Weiser, 
veteran Coast adman, takes over here....John Barrymore is over his 
tummyache and returns to the Sealtest show Dec, 18....Joan Davis got a 
new 13-week deal on the Rudy Vallee opus that carries her through the 
first quarter of 1942....CBS acquired ‘Who Wants to Be Born These Days?’ 
from Jerry Schwartz and Stanley Rubin for Workshop broadcast Dec. 28 

Hal Bock’s scheduled two-week publicity parley with NBC bosses in 

New York lasted exactly two days. Chain figured he was needed more 
here during the first jittery days of the war....‘Second Mrs. Burton’ is 
back with Young & Rubicam (for Jello) Dec. 29....Benton & Bowles had 
the account for the past year....Quiz Kids due to originate here for sev- 


'eral weeks early next year while making a series of shorts at Paramount 


.... Bill Lawrence called east for talks with Pedlar & Ryan brass hats.... 
Milton Berle moved his ‘Three Ring Time’ (Ballantine ale) to NBC for the 
blue span. 

Mark Finley, publicity director for the Don Lee network, pulled out last 
week to serve his reserve lieutenancy in Army Intelligence. Shirley Horton 
takes over his duties....Another leaving KHJ for the service is Robert 
Bullock, engineer, who is an ensign in Naval Reserve....Dramatization 
of stories behind the news will be the format of the new Beechnut cigaret 
shows to shove off Jan.,2 over the Coast NBC red network....Piece to be 
produced by Sam Pierce of Lennen & Mitchell agency carries the tag of 


‘King Size Weekly’....John B. Hughes will be narrator and Paul Franklin | 


hand!es the scripts....Music will be directed by Leith Stevens. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO .. . 


Ture RaApio Trape 1s Discussinc: WAR—The blackout—Rebates— 
How all commentators listen to each other between broadcasts. 





Although blackout periods which have silenced stations here have rolled 
up thousands of dollars in potential rebates, the loss may not be as heavy 
as first expected....To date every advertiser contacted has pledged co- 
operation and has indicated a willingness to accept substitute time later 
in lieu of direct cash rebates....stations, particularly NBC and CBS, are 
augmenting rather than decreasing their sales efforts....Art Kemp of CBS 
made one of kis biggest pitches on the fourth day of war....Bill Ryan, 
NEC sales manager, points out selling is more vital than ever now to keep 
trade moving and money flowing with which to pay salaries so that taxes 
to finance the war may in turn be paid....Two radio personalities got 
their pictures in the papers last week—sans any billing, however.... 
mysterious stranger alongside shot of Russ ambassador Litvinoff was Upton 
Close, NBC commentator....and unnamed face which got in between 
mayors LaGuardia and Rossi at meeting here was that of Al Nelson, NBC 
v.p.....-Both pix appeared in the Call-Bulletin. 

With local stations frequently blacked out by air raids Chronicle is list- 
ing other stations which may be DXed, including KOA, Denver; KDYL 
and KSL, Se't Lake; KYA, Philadelphia; WWL, New Orleans, and KGGM, 
Albuquerque....KFRC’s ‘Breakfast Club’ with Jack Kirkwood and Tommy 
Harris has hit an all-time high of 6.2....also served to crack Safeway 
stores for Nescafe which previousy didn’t carry the stuff... .first radio 
man to be called up in Frisco was NBC salesman King Harris....he’s a 
naval reservist....With network stations on a 24-hour basis, operating 
costs are zooming as a third more engineers and other staffers have been 
called to duty....Radio and theatre people have one thing in common— 
none of ‘em have had a full night’s sleep since war was declared. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Ken Fry, chief of tke NBC Central Division Special Events, has been 
shifted to San Francisco to handle NBC war coverage from that city.... 
Don McNeil, Jack Baker, Nancy Martin, Escorts & Betty have been set 
for personal date in Memorial Auditorium in Louisville, Jan. 10....Leroy 


——. 


| Bartrum added to NBC communications department here....Helene Heinz, 


Marion M. Miller second vice- | 


sec to Wynn Wright, recuping from op in Grant hosp....Bill Drips going | 


to D. C. to represent NBC on Defense Garden Confab. 


|e Russ Brown, formerly vocalist with the Jan Garber and Marvin Dale 


| orchestras, 
scripted ‘The Children’s Front,’ in which Fredric March and Diana Forbes- | 


| 


| Army Interceptor Command as being 


| the first few days of the West Coast 
| alert, 
| around 7 p.m. and stayed off the air 
| until the following morning. There 





signatured as staff vocalist at WBBM-Columbia....Dorothy 


Gregory now has the Eloise Comstock role in ‘Scattergood Baines’ serial. | 


KOIN ‘PILOT STATION’ | Swift's Announcements 
FOR US. INTERCEPTORS eee 


| Swift & Co., which has been hot 
and cold on radio, has ordered a se- 








Portland, Dec. 


me Ore., 16. ries of one-minute announcements 
In the Pacific emergency, KOIN | for its Pard dog food product. 
(CBS outlet), has been listed by Setting a flock of announcements, 


ite ; running much as 65 announcements 
the official pilot station for the 


Oregon area. Orders for blackouts 
of lights or closing down of radio 





| 


| years. 


| 





FOREIGN TONGUE 
CAN HELP WAR 
EFFORT 


Washington, Dec. 16. 





Continuance of regular foreign 
language programs, but under 
stricter suvervision than ever be. 


fore, was recommended to station 
managers Thursday (11) by Nationa] 
Association of Broadcasters. Per. 
manent policy remains to be set by 
the Government, however, with an 
interdepartmental committee cur. 
rently weighing the advantages and 
disadvantages. 

After sounding out Federal author. 
ities, N.A.B. told the industry that 
sudden cessation of the foreign 
tongue features would ‘tend to dee 
moralize large segments of our pop- 
ulation.” Government people were 
reminded that foreign language sta. 
tions reach many residents who 
otherwise are likely to be unin- 
formed about war precautions and 
whose loyalty must be encouraged, 





LUCKY STRIKE CHANGE 


OF FORMAT NOT SET 


Question of whether the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade will change the 
format of its CBS broadcasts is still 
not settled. There was supposed to 
have been a meeting last Thursday 
(11) afternoon to th-ash out the 
future, but it was deferred because 
of the absence of George Washington 
Hill. 

Three name bands were to be con- 
sidered at the meeting, to take the 
place of the current Mark Warnow 
orchestra and singers Barry Wood 
and Joan Edwards. Benny Good- 
man, Sammy Kave and Enric Madrte 
guera, three bands of contrasting 
styles were up for the job. All three 
would be used, according to plans, 
on each broadcast, network picking 
them up in 15-minute segments. 





FRANK CONRAD DIES AT 67 


His Experiments Led to Establish- 
ment of KDKA, Pittsburgh, in 1920 








Pittsburgh, Dec. 18. 

Dr. Frank Conrad, often called 
‘the father of radio,’ died in Miami 
last Thursday (11). He was assistant 
chief engineer of Westinghouse, a 
post he had held for more than 20 
Conrad, who was 67, began 
30 years ago in his garage here the 
experiments with broadcasting 
which led to the establishment in 
1920 of KDKA, pioneer radio station. 

Conrad suffered a heart attack on 
Nov. 5 while en route to his new 
winter home in Miami, to which he 
had planned to retire in the near 
future. His passing came just 24 
hours before the 40th anniversary of 
Marconi’s first success in receiving 
wireless signals transmitted across 
the Atlantic Ocean. 





Bob Gerdy is leaving CBS press 
in N. ¥., where he handled trade 
contracts, to join the Donovan Com- 


in 13 weeks, on stations from coast] mittee. Robin Kinkead and Slice 
to coast, through the J. Walter| Danneberg preceded him in same 
Thompson agency here. switch. 





transmitters are issued over KOIN 











and immediately picked up by all 
other stations in Oregon for re- 
broadcast and compliance with or- 
ders. 

All Portland stationg have been 
on and off the air intermittently in 
keeping with army orders. During 





local stations closed down | 


is no knowledge of any radio sched- 
ule, as all transmitters are subject 
to immediate blackout without no- 
tice. 





KABC and Test Blackout 
San Antonio, Dec. 16. 
This -city’s first blackout is sched- 
uled to be held here on Wednesday, 
Dec, 17 from 9 to 9:30 p.m. The 
Milam Building has been selected as 
the observation building. Due to the 
fact that the studios and facilities of 
Station KABC are locaied there, 
these facilities are being utilized for 
the civilian defense of the city. 


On the night of the blackout a 
monitoring plane from Brooks Field 
will fly about the city and be in con- 
stant contact with KABC. A portable 
transmitter and receiver will be in-| 
stalled on the roof of the building 
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~ Keorganize Philco Television Staff 





Grimes Succeeds Alexander—Frank Vreeland and 


Ernest Walling Are 


Dramatic Directors 





Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

The staff of Philco’s television sta- 
tion, WPTZ, underwent a complete 
reshuffling last week as execs of the 
outlet sought to find the best corn- 
bination for its smooth operation. 
David Grimes, formerly chief engi- 
neer, was named general manager, 
replacing Nick Alexander, who 
headed the station since Phileo be- 
gan tele experimentation 11 years 
ago. C. J. Bingley was appointed 
station manager to act as liaison 
man between the program and 
engineering department. 

B. R. Herr was named acting pro- 


gram director, replacing Warren 
Wright, resigned. Other personnel 
changes: Paul Knight, announcer, 


to studio director in charge of live 
shows; Clarence Tohmen, camera- 
man, to take charge of remote shows; 
Gilbert Brown, engineer, in charge 
of motion picture programs, Frank 
Vreeland and Ernest Walling, dra- 
matic directors; Sallie Grinnell, in 
charge of children’s programs. Sam 
Shane resigned as publicity di- 
rector. 

The station will continue to op- 
erate 15 hours a week, with pro- 
-grams divided into five hours each 
for remotes, pictures and live talent 
shows. Plans are being made for 
the televising of nitery floor hows. 


KERSTA HEADS 
NBC TELEVISION 


’ Noran E. Kersta has replaced A. 
H. Morton as manager of NBC's tele- 
vision department. Kersta had been 
Morton’s assistant for the past two 
years. 

. Morton resigned to head the newly 
formed National Concert and Art- 
ists Corp., which has acquired the 
NBC Artists Service. 


NORMAN WATERS HEADS 
TELEVISION SOCIETY 


Norman D. Waters, head of the 
ad agency bearing his name, was last 
week elected president of the Ameri- 
can Television Society. Halsey V. 
Barrett was named assistant to the 
Warren M. Caro, 
forizer president, was made chair- 
man of the board. 

Mortimer Loewi, of DuMont, and 
Noran Kersta, of NBC, will speak at 
a meeting of the organization to- 
night (Wednesday) at the Woodstock 
hotel, N. Y. 


Al Sheehan’s New Title 


Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 

Al Sheehan, who has been WCCO 
Operations’ director since last Au- 
gust when he returned to broadcast- 
ing after the sale of the station's 
Artists’ Bureau, of which he was 
Manager, has been named assistant 
general manager in direct charge of 
all program and production opera- 
tions. Earl H. Gammons continues 
as general manager. 

Sheehan succeeds Mrs. Hayle C. 
Cavanor, who will assume new 
duties as director of special events 
under his office. 











W2XQR Fortnight’s Shut 


W2XQR, frequency modulation 
outlet of WQXR, New York, went 
off the air Sunday (7) for about a 
fortnight while the transmitter is 
moved from its experimental loca- 
tion in Long Island City to its per- 
manent site atop the Chanin build- 
ing, New York. 

When the outlet returns to the 
air it is expected to have greatly 
increased power. Plans are also be- 
ing readied to broadcast commer- 
Cilally under the permanent FM 
call-letters, W59NY. 





Moose Jaw, Sask.—Dan Cameron, 
Moose Jaw college instructor, has 
joined Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
talks department at Toronto. He is 
&@ brother of Earl ameron, an- 
nouncer with CHAB, Moose Jaw. 


C. L. Thomas at KXOK 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 

C. L. Thomas, former general 
manager of KFRU, Columbia, Mo.. 
has been appointed program direc- 
tor of KXOK, local outlet of NBC- 
Blue. Both stations are owned and 
operated by the St. Louis Star- 
Times. Previous to his joining 
KFRU, Thomas was with WLW- 
WSAIT, Cincinnati; WINS, New York. 
and KSD, here. 
He will continue to manage KFRU 
as a part-time assignment. 








John Flora Promoted 


John Flora, assistant to Stan 


being moved up to No. 1 man two 
nights weekly on ‘Milkman’s Mati- 
nee’ program now that WNEW has 
shifted to a new frequency which 


seven days weekly instead of six. 

Flora will be in charge Sundays 
and Mondays when he rates an as- 
sistant while on the other five all- 
night broadcasts Shaw carries on as 
usual with Flora still assisting him 
on three of the shows. 


Shaw for the last seven years, is | 


allows the station to be on the air) 
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‘Time’ Marching On 
The indications are that Time 
mag will carry on with ‘The 
March of Time’ (NBC - Blue) 
through the first three months of 
1942. 
Government officials con- 


Helen Hayes Program a War Victim; 
Uncertain on Ceylon Tea Cargoes 





cerned with the informative side 
of war activities last week ex- 
pressed themselves as strongly 
favorable to the continuance of 
this show, observing that it 
could serve as a good influence 
in maintaining morale. 

combine, Dec. 28. 


CHAPPELL'S MA JOINS Lipton imports its leaves from 
WWNY . WATERTOWN | Cavin and i hee elected to shelve 


First network commercial casualty 
resulting from America’s entry into 
the war is Lipton Tea’s Hélen Hayes 
show, which fills the Sunday 8-8:30 
p.m. spot on CBS. Miss Hayes will 
'do her last program for the account, 
which is part of the Lever Bros.’ 











Watertown, N. Y.. Dec. 16 certainty that the Pacific shipping 
Number of changes have been lane can be kept open. Miss Hayes 
made recently in the staff of local | will have done 13 programs this sea- 
station WWNY. Louis Saif, Jr, is|son. Her run last season was 26 
now commercial manager, Jean H. 
Clos, Jr.. is program director and 
| Bill Burns, of the Syracuse Univ. 
radio workshop, is an announcer. 








weeks. 


Her ‘Tovarich’ of this past Sunday 





network announcer Ernest Chappell, | studio audience as the Jap war news 

|has joined the staff to handle | of the historic Dec. 7 displaced her 
| womens and children’s programs, : 

while Bob Walter is directing farm | CO™Mercial. However, ali were paid 

programs. on the program. 

Lever Bros. put through two more 

cancellations over the past weekend. 

Ed Heaton has joined the sales; One was for ‘The Saturday Morning 

staff of KCKN, Kansas City. Former | Vaudeville Theatre’ (NBC-Red) and 

commercial manager of KTSW, Em-| ‘The Family Man’ (Canadian Broad- 

poria, Kansas. casting Co.). Both programs plug 





its radio advertising until there is | 


(14) was slated for the preceding | 
| Mrs. Emma Chappell, mother of | week but she played it only to the | 





; Rinso. The vaude show folds Jan. 

| 3. Latter had been gradually build- 

ing in popularity and there is a pos- 
sibility of Lever using it again later 
in 1942. 


NEW 1,000-WATTER FOR 
WASHINGTON, NO. CAR. 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 16. 
Preparations for the opening of 
| the new radio station.for Washing- 
ton, N. C., in abou 90 days are under 
way by the Tar Heel Broadcasting 
Co. Approval of the Feder.!| Com- 








munications Commission came last 


week. Congressman Herbert C, 
Bonner has been behind the petition, 

Officials of new .000-watter are: 
W. R. Roberson, president; B. W. 
Frank, vice-president and manager, 


_and W. R. Roberson, Jr., secretary 


and treasurer. 





Cincinnati— Ruth Woods departs 
as assistant director of WLW’s con- 
sumer foundation staff to start Sat- 
urday (20) as dietitian in the army 
hospital at Fort Custer, Battle Creek, 
Mich. 





With WLW since last January. 
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best part of this market has been with the leading newspaper. 


Number One Newspaper in the top ten markets of the country. 


OC A LALLPLOAPLOE A : iene 


In Philadelphia — nearly everybody reads The Bulletin 


What happens when a little over 2% of the country’s population 
buckles down to do 10% of the National Defense work? More jobs! 
More money! More sales! 
That’s the case in the Philadelphia area today. And for 36 years, 
through plentiful times and lean times — the best way to reach the 


This lead is bigger today (based on advertising in classifications 
acceptable to The Evening Bulletin) than the lead of any other 
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Follow-Up Comment 





‘Romance of Helen Trent’ plodded 


rb 


oem a rather uneventful episode | 


ednesday (10) on CBS. Intro b 
mentioned something about 
heroine having been ‘tossed on the 
gocks of life, which may have been 
why she was too exhausted to pro- 
vide action. Whole chapter was in 8 
gingle scene. First Helen and her 
friend Gloria gabbed some opaque 
@ialog, after which an Oriental 
gervant put im a brief appearance 
end finally Gloria’s husband, the 
Mollywood director, offered a hint of 

re complications at his studio. 
oon. Helen still can't get a job as 
@vess designer for any of the picture 


nies. She has a new beau, 
HK Forrester, but he’s a mysteri- 


VA 


50,000 WATTS 
serving Richmond 
and Norfolk 














WRVA 


alone 


covers 
both 
I Richmond 





Zand Norfol 


In 
‘Virginia 


Ask any Paul Raymer office 
for more information about 
WRYVA, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 


the | 


fous guy. Gil Whitney, apparr tly | 
lher grand pash, seemingly iz 
lchilled a bit and, according to the 
lteaser announcement, Helen is so 
discouraged she may make a rash 
mistake. All pretty tedious at this 
icatching. And Bisodol’s commercials 
labout ‘acid indigestion’ were un- 
pleasant. 





Warren William and Frances Rob- 
inson, both film players, guested 
Saturday morning (13) on ‘Lincoln 
Highway, via NBC-Red. Also on 
the show, though unbilled, was Gil 
Stratton, making his radio debut in 
a double from the Broadway musical 
eomedy, ‘Best Foot Forward.’ Story 
was an ingeniously-contrived bit of 
corn, a whodunit by Arthur Pierson 
and Alexander Clark, with numer- 
ous bright story twists and bits of 
dialog, and shrewdly tailored to fit 
the leads. William was surprisingly 
vigorous and pliant as the vacation- 
ing screen detective who stumbles 
into a local crime and incidental ro- 
mance. Miss Robinson was cred- 
ible as the love interest and Strat- 
ton had remarkable poise (for a first 
broadcast) as a film-struck yokel. 
Performance was nicely paced and 
produced, but the orchestra for the 
cues and background sounded thin. 
Shinola commercials were too nu- 
merous, but have a potent slogan in, 
_ at your shoes; other people 
oO. 





Marshall Field, as ‘We the People’ 
guest, had the benefit of smart pub- 
lic relations work and shrewd show- 
manship. Presented by Emcee Eddie 
Dowling to tell listeners how it feels 
to be a multi-millionaire, he intro- 
duced a group of Negro boys from 
an orphan asylum. Kids played, 
and rather well considering they 
used only tin horns, wash tubs, etc., 
‘Jericho.’ Field said he was in- 
terested in juvenile activities. He 
stated “a fortune like mine is a sort 
of public trust.’ Field then spoke 
about why he had started the Chi- 
cago Sun. Declared, ‘We have put 
a great sum of money into it...I get 
a lot of kick out of newspapers...l 
felt Chicago needed a new morning 
paper. It’s my home town; my grand- 
father made good there,’ etc. 





John B. Hughes is one of the best- 
informed on 
any of the 
and he was therefore in his natural 
element Wednesday noon (10). on 
Mutual from the Coast. But the 
Aspertane commercial! copy was most 
repetitious. It made listening to the 
news comment virtually a chore. 

hen as a topper there was a hitch- 
hike blurb about Kolynos_ tooth- 
paste. Incident merited -some sort 
of showmanship booby award. 


‘Pepper Young’s Family’ had a 
listenable commercial for the Thurs- 
day morning (1)) chapter on NBC- 
Red (WEAF). Took the form of a 
brash-voiced youngster portraying 


after dirt and clean it up. Then the 
announcer concluded 
sentence urging listeners to ‘try P. & 
G. naptha today.’ It was inventive, 
brief and possibly even inducive. 


John Vandercook, doing a 
commentator spot Tuesday midnight 
(9) on NBC-Red (WEAF), had a self- 
|econsciously overwritten script. Re- 
|ferring to the locale of the warfare 
|in the Pacific, the piece was stuffed 
i with so many lush adjectives and 
pretentious cliches it sounded as if 
somebody had a crush on a book of 











in which various NBC correspondents 
were called in, were direct and 
more effective. 





‘School of the Air of the Americas,’ 
heard Monday morning (15) on CBS, 
offered a skillfully arranged and 





background of printing. It in- 
geniously combined straight expo- 
sition and dramatization, 
filling 
complex subject. A. Murray Dyer 
was air-billed as author. Produc- 
tion, credited to Clinton Johnson, 
was inferior. Casting was uneven, 
with the Portia role, for instance, 
obviously miscast, while the part 
of the book publisher shrewdly cast 
and expressively played. Perform- 
ance as a whole lacked pacing and 
had numerous holes. 


Adelaide Hawleéy’s ‘Woman’s Page 
of the Air’ was a carefully prepared 
and expertly presented show Mon- 
day morning (15) on CBS. Guest 
for the occasion was Clarence Black- 
well, who later that day was to 
make his last trip as motorman on 
the Independent division of the New 
York City subway system, prior to 
his start next day as dispatcher. 
Blackwell proved to be an intelli- 
gent, articulate guest, and Miss Haw- 
ley’s questions artfully elicited the 
interesting facts about his work, 
background and opinions. Program 
was clearly written, though Black- 
well’s smooth delivery gave the im- 
pression of being ad-libbed., 





ar Eastern subjects of | 
network commentators | 


Pee Gee, the personification of P. &| 
G. naptha soap. Kid related how his| 
father always told him to go right} 


with a terse} 


news | 


rhetoric. Latter portions of the show, | 


written script about the history and | 


gradually | 
in a clarifying picture of aj} 


20 Winks 


All of New York's main sta- 
tions have become all-nighters. 
Pearl Harbor took care of that. 
With NBC and CBS it’s mostly a 
matter of Coast band pickups 
between news bulletins. Few 
local outlets have evidently given 
much thought to the situation, 
other than to just stick on the 
air, other than Mutual, via WOR, 
and WHN. Apparently because 
WOR is now supplying its net- 
work with an all-night program. 
Jerry Lawrence, WOR’s ‘Man in 
the Moon,’ has eliminated all dise 
requests but is substituting minor 
ideas in an effort to keep his end 
of the program interesting. At 
WHN they’ve introduced a girl 


announcer, Tippy Taylor, who 
handles the customers for a 
stretch. As with this station's 


‘Cinderella,’ if Miss Taylor doesn’t 
become too sugary she may fit. 
But the girls invariably make it 
too sweet. WABC’s only deflec- 
tion from filler material continues 
to be Friday nights when Arthur 
Godfrey and his ‘Chuckles of 
1941’ take over for a couple of 


hours....Bob Hannon, vocalist 
on the Frank Fay show, has 
climbed to the point where he 
splits billing with the kead 
man—at least in the Herald- 
Trib’s radio schedule....Why 


doesn’t someone elaborate on the 


musical theme used by NBC’s 
‘Lincoln Highway’ and turn it 


into a patriotic tune? It might be 
made to count heavily because it 


already possesses that martial 
lilt. 
Shudders of the week: A 


‘Grouch Hour’ comprising your 
radio hates. And then have to 
listen to it. 








| 

‘DODSWORTH’ 

With McKay Morris,  Rosaline 
Greene, Jay Meredith, Francis 
Compton, Michael Michaeloff, 


Ethel Intropidi, Richard Gordon, 

Dwight Weist, Jesse Crawford 
15 Mins. 

WHEATIES 

Daily, 9:45 a.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 
(Knox Reeves) 

Another in the ‘Stories America 
Loves’ series for Wheaties (General 
Mills), this adaptation of ‘Dodsworth’ 
is clearly above daytime serial aver- 
Sinclair Lewis novel had 
drive, a realistic point of view and 
widely self-recognizable characters. 
And although this radio version has 
numerous shortcomings, it still offers 
more adult and provocative listen- 
ing than most morning fare 

As scripted by Howard Teichman, 
the program catches almost too ac- 
curately the quality of the original 
novel. It has exceptional pace and 
propulsion, and definite character de- 
velopment. * Rikel Kent’s direction 
also has admirable shacing and vari- 
ation of emphasis. 

However, the key parts of Sam 
|} and Fran Dodsworth, as played by 
McKay Morris and Rosaline Greene, 
| respectively, are pale shadows of the 
| characterizations Walter Huston and 
| Fay Bainter made so universally 
known via the stage, screen and 
previous air performances of the 
story. It’s palpably unfair to blame 
| Morris and Miss Greene for not 
| equalling the memorable impression 
| left by the Huston and Bainter por- 
| trayals. But those original perform- 
ances are still too vividly recent to 
permit any ordinary successors. The 
difference leaps out with every line 
the present players say. 
| Oddly, too, ‘Dodsworth’ has a 
curiously dated flavor. Its sharp 
projection of the materialistic atti- 
tude of the late ’20s seems startlingly 
incongruous and, in some respects, 
ill-timed amid the intense emotion-+ 
alism of the present-day U. S. Some 
day, ‘Dodsworth’ may again be in 
tune with the times, just as certain 
| Victorian styles have returned 
| fashion. But just now its post-war 
| viewpoint is at once too remote and 
| too recent. 

Yet for all these faults, this radio 
edition of ‘Dodsworth’ has genuinely 
mettlesome qualities. Hobe, 





age 
age. 


| 


‘THIS IS LIFE’ 
With Victor Powell, Len Salvo 
15 Mins... . 
HECKER PRODUCTS 
M-W-F, 12:15 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

(Leo Burnett) 

Several standard radio ingredients 
have been combined for ‘This Is 
Life,’ three noontimes a week out of 
WGN, Chicago, over Mutual for 
Hecker Products. Listener partici- 
pation and real-life angles are used 
via letters asking for advice or help 
on dialer problems, with an added 
twist of other members of the audi- 
ence frequently being urged to aid 
those in trouble. Of course, Victor 
Powell offers advice and helpful 
bromides and there’s an opening and 
closing hymn played on the organ 
by Len Salvo for the religious stay- 
homers. 

Naturally, it takes all kinds of 
programs to make a schedule, so 





to | 


BILL OF RIGHTS (150th ANNI) 

‘We Hold These Truths,’ with James 
Stewart, Lionel Barrymore, Walter 
Huston, Rudy Vallee, Bob Burns, 
Orson Welles, Edward G. Robinson 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 10 p.m. 

All Networks 
This one-timer program by Nor- 

man Corwin, celebrating the 150th 

anniversary of the Bill of Rights, 

may serve to typify three tendencies: 

(1) The kind of super-whopper 

all-star all-out broadcast for de- 
mocracy that recent events be- 
gan and the war will no doubt 


mex. 

(2) @ modern attempt to 
translate into the vernacular 
that abstract ‘idealism’ of ideas 
whieh has been exemplified on 
the screen by Frank Capra, on 
the stage by Robert Sherwood, 
in poetry by Carl Sanburg, 
Stephen Vincent Benet and Core 
win himself and 

(3) The considerable progress 
already made, and here elo- 
uently re-proved, in radio’s 
ability to devise and produce 
serious paeans of praise, but by 
its very solemnity reminding the 
rofessional earbender that simi- 
ar progress in the use of humor 
to serve morale is yet to be de- 
veloped in this tussle. 

The third item may well inspire 
some snort-like retorts. This is a 
thing of beauty, not a work of slap- 
stick. Granted. The Bill of Rights is 


deadly serious, not a_ spoofing 
matter. Granted with the reserva- 
tion that satire, irony, burlesque, 


comic @xaggeration or understate- 
ment can still be used to validate 
and enrich the most solemn values. 
The goal is to reach people's minds. 
The human propensity to wander in 
the presence of abstractions is well 
known. 

Corwin injected some ‘stunningly 
effective and magnificently inspi- 
rational bits into his ‘We Hold These 
Truths.” With the aid of an ali-name 
dramatis personae out of Holly- 
wood, he skillfully used free verse, 
sound effects and merneed Herr- 
mann’s extremely resourceful, imagi- 
native and authoritative musical 
background. Of the latter’s contri- 
bution it is worth observing that it 
was a full-scale ‘collaboration’ in the 
sense that any would welcome. It 
was to this production what a good 
shortstop is to a baseball team. 

Perhaps the most memorable flight 
of feeling incorporated in the script 
was the muster of tyranny’s victims 
that were present, as Corwin told it, 
when the Bill of Rights was wrested 
from reluctant lawyers and aristo- 
crats by a dissatisfied people in 1791. 
As voices took up the 10 first 
amendments to the Constitution one 
by one, with interruptions and foot- 
notes of various kinds, Corwin 
brought in the ghosts of those who 
had died by the rack, the noose, the 
stake, the limb-rending machines. A 
series of artfully planted screams, 
sobs, cries of excruciation voted ‘yea’ 
to the several amendments. Here 
was radio making real the forgotten 
humanity of history. It can only be 
described as great stuff. 

James Stewart, on special leave 
from the Army, did the Yankee 
looking over his country, his Gov- 
ernment, his 150 years (as of Dec. 
15) under the Bill of Rights. It was 
a moving, many-paced, many-shaded 
reading; surely one of the best per- 
formances of this actor-soldier’s 
career, Lionel Barrymore had the 
opening passage, beautifully read but 
perhaps a trifle too long, as the 
earlier part of the broadcast was 
perhaps too slow from the standpoint 
of holding the imaginatiqn of that 
famous fellow, the casual listener. 

There were numerous gem-like 
performances by the stars. Often it 
took an effort to recall who the 
familiar volee was. ey were that 
much in character and playing with 
deep professional sincerity. Bob 
Burns was especially arresting as a 
man of the people. Rudy Vallee was 
an actor, not a crooner, in his snatch 
of antique folk song. 
son, a others aMl made it pos- 
sible for Corwin to enjoy support 
that seldom comeés fo a radio writer- 
director. 

The final familias 


uston, Robin- 





voice was from 


Washington, Mr. Roosevelt. Land. 





presumably there’s a place for ‘This 
Is Life. As a matter of fact, it 
would probabl¥ appeal td listeners 
who like corny tfue-life-story kind 
of stuff with a Pollyanna flavor. Fact 
that each letter ts dramatized by 
professional actors probably helps 
give it credibility and punch to the 
housewives. Wednesday's (10) edition 
had two notable spots. One was a 
Chicago boogie-woogie piano player 
asking for a job, while the other 
was Powell's suggestion of forming 
a Homemakers’ orrespondence 
Club. Latter twist won't hurt at 
option time. Perhaps the show can 
best be summed ae by noting that 
Powell always addresses the Listen. 
~*~ as on m. 

resto cake four commeralals are 
overlong, but include dpect sales 
arguments, Hobe. 





Detroit.—Vie Linfoot, who for. 
merly worked on WLW, Cincinnati, 
and WWJ, Detroit, is the latest addi- 
tion to the announcing staff at 
CKLW, Windsor, Ont. 

Bob Carter from WMCA, New 


York, has joined the staff of WXYZ, 
here, 





XMAS SPECIALS 
ON COLUMBIA 








Number of special Christmas shows 
will be broadcast this year by CBs, 
Virtually all the regular network 
series will observe the holiday in 
some fashion, but among the special}. 
ly planned seasonal programs will 
be ‘Miracle in Manhattan,’ written 
and directed by Charles Vanda, with 


Ed Gardner, for ‘Columbia Work. 
shop,’ Sunday (21); Nila Mack's 
‘Night Before Christmas’ dramatiza. 
tion, Dec. 24; repeat of Norman Cor. 
win’s ‘Plot to Overthrow Christ. 
mas,’ a performance of Saroyan’s 
‘There’s Something I got to Tell You’ 
and a Western Hemisphere roundup 
called ‘Christmas in the New World,’ 
all Dec. 25. ‘ 

Among the regular shows that will 
have Christmas scripts are Kate 
Smith, ‘Country Journal,’ ‘Let’s Pre. 
tend,’ ‘Spirit of °42,’ Andre Kostel. 
anetz, Gulf-Screen Guild, ‘Aunt Jen- 
ny, ‘Vox Pop,’ Bob Burns, ‘Big 
Town,’ ‘Dr. Christian,’ Fred Allen, 
‘Maudie’s Diary’ and ‘Death Valley 
Days.’ 
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Roma Wine, Brassrail Cafe 
New WOR, N.Y., Acets. 


Roma wine started Sunday (14) a 
weekly 15-minute transcribed series, 
‘Short, Short Story,’ over WOR, New E 
York. Bermingham, Castleman & 3 
Pierce is the agency. The Brass [ 
Rail, New York restaurant, began ; 
sponsoring a weekly five-minute 
recorded series on the same station, 
through the Blackstone agency. 

Spot business was also placed on 
WOR by Underwood bean soup, 
through B. B. D. & O.; North Amerie 
can Insurance, through Franklin 
Bruck; Davis Sales (waxed paper), 
through the Reach agency, of New- 
ark, N. J. Richfield oil renewed its 
sponsorship, effective Jan. 6, of 
‘Confidentially Yours,’ Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday nights ovet 
WOR-Mutual, through Hixson- 
O’Donnell agency. 























DIRECTOR 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 











Here she is: Lytle Darling, our direc- 
tor of children’s programs; hardly 
bigger than a minute herself, she’s full 
of dynamite and ideas. 

More than 5,000 children have 
active members of WBIG’s Junior Ka- 
dio Club. This department has de- 
veloped some fine talent; some of 
whom in the past decade have made 
the national networks, The Children's 
Department of WBIG is one of the 
many features, and children from all 
over the Magic Circle, the largest and 
most populous area in all the south- 
east, have appeared before WBIG's 
microphones from time to time. 


“MACIC CIRCLE gM 


& 
or 


been 





5000 richly laden watts, 
night and day... now! 
ese © Cover the rich- 
est and most populous 
area in ali the south- 
east, 


A Columbia Broadcasting 
System affiilate. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


There is to-be no immediate successor appointed for the late Walter G. | 
Preston, Jr., as director of public service programs of NBC. The prospec- 
tive splitting of the Red and Blue networks after the first of the year | 
explains this delay. Meantime Harrison B, Summers is acting as co- 
ordinator of all the activities of the division. Grace Johnsen is acting as | 
supervisor. , 

Preston was cremated and ashes will be deposited in a erypt at Omaha, 


| plenty busy 


his former home town. 





William S. Paley, president and biggest owner of CBS, Santa Claused 
with 10,000 shares of the web’s Class B stock during October, according 
to a report to the Securities & Exchange Commission. 


ficiary was not disclosed. 


The gift leaves Paley with 244,356 pieces of B paper and 530 A ducats, 


His parents have gone to Florida and his widow 
has taken a job promptly provided by a friend, 


Identity of bene- 





besides his interest in 87,980 A coupons held by a holding company. 





Niles Trammell tossed a party for Sidney Strotz last Friday night (12) | 
with 40 NBC execs invited to the event. 
west coast assignment for a couple weeks but it was decided to stage 
this one before his confreres got down to the real business of celebrating 
One of the highlights of the party was the game of clicking 


the holidays. 
ivories. 


Strotz isn’t due to leave for his 





Station's Reactions to War 


Job Is to Avoid ‘Scares’ 


Salt Lake City, Dec. 16. 

KSL this week names Ralph Hardy 
and Ray Sentker as news editors in 
their campaign to keep out ‘scare’ 
stuff and unconfirmed reports. Other 
duties of newly appointed editors is 
to maintain contact with office of 
civilian defense, the Governor of the 
State and local army post. 

With West Coast shut-downs, re- 
ports are coming in that the 50,000 
watter KSL is picking up Coast lis- 
teners. 

At KDYL four news editors have 
been appointed to cover the new 24- 
hour sked which was this week put 
into effect. Editors named are Ed 
Letson, Tom Cafferty, John Page and 
Hal Moon, who will take six-hour 
shifts. 

Co-incident with the new sched- 
ule KDYL loud speakers have been 
installed in Intermountain Theatres 
Victory, Studio and Utah. At the 
Utah, KDYL will give spot news re- 
leases from the stage twice daily, 
afternoon and evening. Manager of 
the Utah is Charles Pincts. 


Big Role in Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska, Dec. 16. 
Broadcasting at KINY was not only 
carried on as usual during the first 
week of the war, but was increased 
in daily hours of operation from 17 


short periods when the station was 





| 


shut down by Army officials due to | 
an imminent attack threat, KINY has | 


maintained a continuous ‘on the air’ 
schedule since Sunday, Dec. 7. 
With no other adequate means of 


communication with hundreds of iso- | 


lated mines and camps available, 
KINY, in cooperation with Federal 
and Territorial officials, kept these 























Leads all other 


BALTIMORE 


radio stations in 
NATIONAL SPOT 
ADVERTISING! 
More Than pust 

2 Radio Station, — ? 
BALTIMORE 


ee ee ed, | 





MUTUAL Network 


WFBR 





Radio communications with Tokyo 
| and Berlin, which until recently was 
a considerable business, is now sus- 
pended. Both these Axis capitals 
|had been very active in contacting 
| Mexico. 

Spontaneous cooperation with the 
|} government in this emergency has 
been pledged by the owners and 
| operators of ali registered radio sta- 
tions in Mexico. 

WRVA’s Policy Statement 
Richmond, Va., Dec. 16. 


} 
} 


to 24. With the exception of a few | general public with regard to news 


| concerning the war.’ 


widely spaced points informed of | 
minute changes in the war picture. 
Messages of reassurance were broad- 
cast frequently, and special instruc- 
tions were transmitted to thousands 
who would not even have known war 
had been declared if they had not 
been so informed over the air lanes. 

Other Alaska stations also broad- 
cast news and special bulletins, keep- 
ing staffs on duty for twenty-four 
hours a day. 

A series of special broadcasts orig- 
inating from KINY on the situation 
in Alaska, to be fed to the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, is being ar- 
ranged for the near future accord- 
ing to station manager Walter R. 
Carl. 





Similar Steps in Mexico 
Mexico City, Dec. 16. 
Similar to steps taken in the United 


States the Government of Mexico 
has undertaken to preclude Axis 
propaganda seeping into its radio. 





All amateur broadcasters are off air | 
and all of Mexico’s 106 longwave sta- | 
tions are under notice to use only | 
authenticated news from pro-democ- | 
racy sources. 

Inspectors must also advise station 
operators to abstain from using the 
‘flash’ bulletin signal on their pro- 
grams so as to ‘avoid spreading alarm 
and uneasiness among the radio and 


All newscast- 
ing is now under strict government 
supervision. 





Station WRVA, local 50,000-watter, | 
took three-column display ads in 
nine of the largest newspapers in the | 


| state last week to issue a statement 


of policy regarding war news. 


Schedule of hourly bulletins, 24| 


| 
hours a day, was announced, with the 


|midnight and 6 a.m 


WAVE, 
ito normal with 
schedules, 





continued 


the air between 

only to broad- 
This is in addition to} 
daytime news| 


station coming on 
cast the news 
the 


programs 


} 
reguial 


outlet’s 


Louisville Back to Normal | 
Louisville, Dec. 16 
Louisville stations, WHAS, | 
WGRC and WINN are back | 
respect to broadcast | 
although giving | 
full coverage to all war bulletins as | 
received. When news of the Pear! | 
Harbor attack first broke, stations 
stayed on the air all night (7). This 
through Tuesday (9). 
However, bulletins are now coming 
in in a routine way from the net- 
works and WHAS and WAVE are 


All 


they are 





—— | 





IN PHILADELPHIA 


sez. THRouGH WEIL 





Wn 





both signing off at 1 a.m., although 
they have an operator monitoring 
the line alert for any word of news 
of sufficient importance to warrant 
warming up the transmitter and 
putting it on the air. 

Local stations, located in a spot 
close to Fort Knox, Bowman Field 
and defense industries, have been 
assisting defense of- 


| ficials, airing spot programs, and the 


like. 





‘News That Is News’ 
Toledo, Dec. 16. 





‘individual art on 


|; commentators. 


Both WTOL and WSPD, Toledo | 


radio stations, went on a 24-hour 


a day schedule early last week, with | 


the former beginning Sunday (7), 
and the latter Tuesday (9). 

Jim Ubelhardt, news head of 
WSPD, in a broadcast on policy, 
Said that WSPD would keep off the 
air all unconfirmed and sensational 
reports, and would broadcast only 
information that is considered re- 
liable. Slogan during the emergency 
will be, ‘For news that IS news, and 
has definite authenticity, keep tuned 


_ to WSPD,’ he said. 





WLW’s Splurge in Press 


Cincinnati, Dec. 16. 

In explaining its coverage of war 
news, WLW is carrying a half-page 
ad in 42 dailies of 28 cities in Ohio, 
Indiana, Kentucky, 
West Virginia. 
splurge thus far by a station in this 
part of the country. 

Headed ‘A report to our listen- 


| WOAI and KTSA giving 24-hour ser- 


| 
| 


Michigan and | manager, and F. C. Sowell, station 
It’s the largest press | manager, worked out plan. 


Canadian Gov't May Again Woo Yanks 


As Vacationists Via Radio Promotion 





ers,’ the display has action photos | 


aha The Canadian government may 
of the station’s large news staff, also | 


e launch an_ intensive promotional 
va a ee its own and af- |} drive for American vacationists this 
filiated NBC newscasters and news spring. Campaign would include a 
13-week series on one of the Amer- 





| 

| 
| ican networks, with the broadcast 
San Antonio Activities | originating in the United States as 
San Antonio. Dec. 16. | Well as Canada. As the first step 


in the proposed campaign, A. McKim, 
Ltd., Canada’s largest ad agency, last 
week inquired of American talent 
agents as to the availability of Hol- 
lywood names and their prices. 

The McKim project would be in 
addition to the 15-week series that 
the Ontario government has already 
arranged for on the NBC-Blue net- 
work, starting March 20. Colonel 
Stoopnagle will m.c. and Phil Cohan 
produce. There will be guest stars, 
plus local talent, and the programs 
will originate, as they did last sea- 
son, from Toronto. 


KABC is airing news flashes from 
the stages of the Majestic, Aztec and 
Texas theatres at the end of each! 
performance. KTSA has _ installed 
loudspeakers at various street cor- 
ners and in stores where latest news 
is broadcast every 30 minutes. 

All stations are giving complete 
coverage to the war situation with 


vice. 





Esso News in Theatres 


Nashville, Dec. 16. 
Latest promotion tie-up between | 
WLAC and Crescent’s Paramount | 
theatre is two-minute newscasts} Boesten—Colton G. ‘Chick’ Morris, 
heard at end of feature picture by| WBZ special events director and 
theatre audience. Charlie Amos, Par | news editor, was sworn in Thursday 
(11) as lieutenant in U.S. Navy and 
is awaiting orders to active duty in 
Standard Oil is happy about free | Boston public relations office. 
plugs at each edition crediting news | Gene Stafford, publicity director, 
to courtesy of Esso Reporter. takes over Morris’ assignment. 
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OR fifteen years WEEI’s Caroline Cabot Shopping Service 
% has been paying out big returns to its participating sponsors. 
Which is why advertisers who first used the program in 1926 


keep on returning to the service year after year— such advertisers 


as Filene’s, Slattery’s, Thayer McNeil’s and hundreds more. 


Of course, there is proof after proof of WEEI’s effective pulling 


power and leadership in Boston broadcasting— but for the moment, 


we're pleased as Punch to spotlight those year-after-year happy 


returns to the Caroline Cabot Shopping Service on its 15th Anniver- 


sary of successful selling. 


Columbia's Priondly Voice in Boston 
Operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio 
Sales: New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Charlotte, St. Louis 
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Men, Money, Morale the Big Needs; 
Standardized Handling of Radio 


War News Will Probably Follow 


Barn Dance Recruiting 





Minneapolis, Dec. 16. 

U. S. Navy recruiting office 
here is now making speech in 
connection with KSTP’s ‘Sunset 
Valley Barn Dance’ programs. 
Lieut. D. H. Fox. district re- 
cruiter, and his staff accompany 
the ‘Barn Dance’ on its Saturday 
night excursions into the north- 





+ 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
Standardized programming of war 
news has been recommended to the 
radio industry. Roundabout sugges- 
tions from government quarters in- 
clude a hint that ‘public interest, 
convenience and caatiite’ perform- | through Klau-Van Pietersom-Dun- 
ance may be measured by the way | lap associates, Milwaukee. é 
7 , | Procter & Gamble, 468 one-minute 
the war bulletins are handled. 9s through Blow, Inc. Mew York. 


= gprs bg gee ve yoga Smith Brothers cough drops, 105 
uncue alarm 0 . |one-minute announcements through 


Ft. Wayne Placements 





Ft. Wayne, Dec. 16. 
New business for WOWO-WGL: 
Morton Salt, 39 five-minute ET's 





avoid irritating repetition, Neville : 0 ny. New York 
Miller urged extreme diligence to J. D. Tarcher & company, New : E 


Canada Dry Bottling company, 12 
100-word blurbs, direct. 


Gerig Furniture, Garrett, 104 15- 
minute studio programs, direct. 


Parrott Packing, 65 participations 
on Sue Gibson Notebook, direct. 


Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine, 416, 
one-minute ET’s through Erwin 
Wasey, New York. 


ARMY SPOSITION 
ON SABOTAGE 
DUTY 


Washington, Dec. 16. 
If local, state or private protection 


provide ‘well-rounded report on 
verified developments.’ Calm man- | 
ner is imperative, as well, he noted, | 
to safeguard against ‘horror’ or 
nerve-grating suspense. No more of 
the Men from Mars situations. 

The War Department has begged 
stations to schedule war news at | 
definite periods, to prevent interrup- 
tion of work and stop people from 
concentrating on listening when they 
should be more profitably engaged. 
While all Federal authorities want 
the public to know what goes on and 
kept thoroughly informed, there is 
considerable uneasiness over the way 
dialers dropped other tasks during 
the first week of the shooting. 

Critical Federal officials have 
noted privately that frequent pro- 
gram breaks to read not particularly 
significant bulletins have a bad effect 
on civilian morale. Radio also is 
liable to incur listener wrath, indus- 
try figures acknowledge, if discretion 
is not exercised. The reaction of 
government people was almost uni- 











versally disapproving of the trems- | js insufficient or unavailable, the 
mitters which kept dinning the | i aes gatil a i ira 
same bulletins at every station | * y wil guard radio property 


break, while criticism also is heard | 28ainst sabotage but the industry 
of sponsors who tried to tie their | Should do its utmost to relieve the 
commercials too closely to the wear. | demands on the military for man- 
On the other hand, commendation : 

was voiced for the advertisers who | P°W®: War Department last week 
have relinquished time for public | Said sentries will be supplied when 
service operations and have toned | local or state police cannot do the 

job. 


down their plugs. 

Radio is not_entirely a whipping; If Jocal forces are inadequate or 
boy. Deep appreciation has been | exhausted, requests should be sub- 
; mitted to your corps area com- 


shown for the all-out industry stimu- 
mander, but requests should not be 


lus of defense bond and stamp szles 
and the he!p in enlisting men for | made until resort has been made to 
all local resources,’ the Army told 


military duty. Emphasis should be 
placed by broadcasters on the three | one broadcaster who desired to have 
M’s—men, money, and morale—in troops assigned to his plant. 
carrying out the public service Pleas should not be sent to the 
obligation, Federal authorities have War Department, which is flooded 
advised the industry. with correspondence and telephone 

calls of similar nature, but to the 
nearest corps area commander. 
These are located at the Boston 
Army Base, Governors Island, N.Y. 
| Federal buildings in Baltimore, At- 
lanta, Chicago and Omaha, Fort 
Hayes, O., Fort Sam Houston, Tex., 
and San Francisco Presidio. 





Chet Gaylord’s Sponsor 
Boston, Dec. 16. 
Chet Gaylord continues am ‘The 
Minstrel’ six times weekly for Bosco, 
chocolate milk drink, over WBZ. 
Kenyon & Eckhardt is agency. 
Gaylerd has been on WBZ for the 
last ten years. 


* _ WHN, NLY., Sells News 


WBN." 


THE MOST INTI- 





























ad 





Contracts for sponsorship of two 
more live shows were signed last 
; week by WHN, New York. Simon 
| Ackerman clothes started bankroll- 

















dau agency. 

“ ‘. Manufacturers Trust 
LH eh2Citnak 24 to sponsor a weekly 
NoNZW NE ‘Let’s Go Skiing.’ 

‘Sons is the agency. 
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By JANE WEST 
NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER JEARS ano HEART-THROSS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 994*/ioo°/o pure 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY ie err 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 
IN WABC—5:30-5:45 EST—CBS 
sallliss COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


MATE AND aryecte |ing the Monday, Wednesday and | 
SALES APPROACH . |Friday installments of the George 
AMERICA’S LARGES | Hamilton Combs nightly news com- 
MARKET. ment series, through the A. B Lan- 


west hinterland. 

Lieut. Fox gives a brief re- 
cruiting speech toward the close 
of the first broadcast and then 
he and his aides take applica- 
tions during intermission. 


Of, On Again, 
Is Experience Of 


Seattle Stations 


By DON REED 


Seattle, Dec. 16. 

Radio stations here took it on the 
chin during last week’s blackouts, 
being off the air for a good part of 
the time. All stations cooperated 
fully with the FCC and the Second 
Interceptor Command, and _ broad- 
cast only those instructions released 
by the Command. All stations were 
on all night Sunday (7) until ordered 
silent for the first time at 7 p.m. 
Monday (8). KIRO, 50 kw. Colum- 
bia station, was designated the of- 
ficial station for intermittent bulle- 
tins-—-and plenty intermittent —as'! 
only about 25 short announcements | 
were made from the Monday sign-off 
up to Friday (12) at 2 p.m. when all 














White House Became an Overcrowded 
Radio Studio During First War Week 





Washington, Dec. 16. 

Round-the-clock schedules adopted 
by networks with the war outbreak 
last week brought local crews un- 
precedented responsibility of feed- 
ing the American people the only of- 
ficial information available for sev- 
eral days about the course of hos- 
tilities. All the national chains wert 
overboard, hiring additional help, 
stringing emergency lines, and un- 
dertaking coverage far beyond any- 
thing in the past. 

The White House for three days 
was the chief origination point of 
the nation, with web legmen-elbow- 
ing daily paper and press service 
correspondents—and several times 
scoring significant beats. Regular 
watches were maintained at the 
State, War and Navy departments, 
while the Capitol also had to be cov- 
ered far more intensely than usual. 
All chains had lines into the White 
House for a short while, as did two 
unaffiliated local transmitters, and 
network mikes were in their custom- 
ary places in the House of Repre- 
sentatives chamber when the Pres- 
ident delivered his fateful message 
asking for a declaration of war 
against the Nipponese. 

Caught Off Guard 

Along with Army and Navy offi- 
cers, the White House, and the 
newspaper crowd, the radio fra- 
ternity was caught off guard when 
the first flash came in. But the net- 
works mobilized speedily and 
through their local stations (WRC- 
WMAL for NBC, WJSV for CBS, 
and WOL for Mutual) were repre- 





stations came back on for the day. 

After Monday night’s silencing} 
stations came back on at 10:35 a.m. | 
| Tuesday, and were off again at 7:28! 
|p.m., back on at 12:01 p.m. Wednes- | 
|day and off at 7:30 p.m., on Thurs- 
| day at 8:18 a.m. and off at 2:15 p.m. 
| Broadcasting was resumed Friday at | 
'2 p.m, and announcements were | 
|made that thenceforth stations | 
| would not go along with city black- 
ouis unless there was danger of an 
air raid. First blackout Monday | 
| night continued from 11 p.m. until | 
|8 a.m. Tuesday. Tuesday night, town | 
| was blacked out at 12:30 a.m. and re- | 
| lighted at 7:45 a.m. Wednesday and | 
|Thursday nights were black from} 
11:30 a.m. to. 7:30 a.m. Third shifts 
lin airplane factories, shipyards and 
other defense plants were called off 
and highway traffic was restricted to | 
emergencies. 

Because of sparseness of official 
radio announcements during silent | 
| periods (there were only about 4 
bulletins in the 24 hour period 2:15 | 
p.m, Thursday to 2 p.m. Friday) | 
|many people tuned\in on California, | 
jeastern or Rocky Mountain stations. | 

Local stetions have received tele- | 
phonic reports from representatives 
jin Chicago and New York City in 
which reps asked if stations are 
| closed, if Seattle is being bombed, 
letc., and smart reps are already out 
; selling spot business to take up the 
slack in appropriations on national 
shows if Seattle stations continue to 
remain off the air for long periods 
of time. Ground for this is that the 
present emergency has created a 
tremenduous listening audience | 
which relies on radio for a great! 
deal of its news, and also that Seat- | 
tle is booming as never before. 

Stations maintained complete staffs 
all during silent periods so that they 
could go back on the air at a mo- 
ments and there much 
champing at the bit to get in and 
cover the stories breaking 

So far the war has not disturbed 
staffs of stations much due to calls 
to duty or enlistments because most | 
younger have already been 
called or enlisted. Carroll Foster, | 
me of KIRO’s big Time Klock Klub, | 
a Lieutenant, junior grade, in the 
Navy was called up Dec. 8, and| 
KOL’s Arizona Joe (Bob Strepe) | 
with the Mutual station for the past | 
| ten years, joined the Navy last week. | 


Big Market Uses KGW-KEX 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 16. 
Portland Grand Central Public 
|Market has signed to sponsor a 
| weekly 15-minute musical show and 
|a series of spot announcements over 
KGW-KEX, Portland. It’s the ac- 
count’s first use of radio, 

Musical series will offer Ray 
Towers, cowboy singer and guitarist, 
Saturday mornings. Spot deal calls 
for three blurbs a day, five days a 
week, 
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| gang, with the result that the com- 


| signments for 


| House and Navy. 


sented by their own legmen within 
an hour after the initial word came 
in via press service printers. 

For the first time in radio his- 
tory, the White House press room— 
designed to accommodate desks for 
less than a dozen scribes—became 
a studio of the utmost importance. 


NBC got the jump, going on the air | 


directly from the executive office 
inside two hours after the news 
broke. In short order, Columbia and 
Mutual had their wires and mikes 
in, while WWDC and WINX, local 
non-affiliate, followed suit. Con- 
gestion was terrific, with between 
75 and 100 reporters fighting 
telephones and typewriters. Back- 


ground noises added to the excite- | 


direct pick-ups—but 
shushing by certain 
infuriated the press 


ment in the 
he constant 
radio spielers 


pull out 
night 


were forced to 
first flurry Sunday 


mentators 
after the 
(Th 





Adopts Newspaper Style 

Immediate consequence of the 
war is unmatched effort by radio to 
cover news beats in newspape 
style. NBC has run special lines 
to the Navy and War Departments | 
and the White House. Permanent 
Columbia wires and booths have 
been put in the War and Navy De- | 
partments. Mutual so far is rely- | 
ing on a line to the White House. | 
The senior webs have organized for | 


| 


an indefinite period on a 24-hour 
basis, with the news rooms open 
continuously. Few permanent as- 


reporters at the de- 
partments yet; though NBC has de- 
tailed regular men to the White 
Legmen are cov- 
ering the press conferences closely 
and making periodic visits to the 
press rooms. 
Nine new hands are being taken | 
on at NBC, including telephone oa 





erators and pages. Additions include 
Kenneth Banghard, announcer, and | 
Carl Sprinkle, reporter. Columbia | 


hired overnight Jerry Gordon, of the | 


local United Press bureau. and is on ' 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| Status, or 
| put to work in civilian capacity by 


the lookout for one or two more 
scouts. David Stick, assistant to 
Fulton Lewis, Jr., is scurrying to 
the departments for Mutual. 

Aftef the first couple of days of 
excitement, all the chains Settled 
down for a long pull, planning more 
Washington pick-ups. Lewis is the 
standby for Mutual; NBC has Bauk.- 
hage, Earl Bodwin and Morgan 
Beatty (recruit from the AP Staff), 
as mainstays; CBS's clean-up hitters 
are Al Warner and Eric Sevareid, 
Detailed plans are still to be made, 
but as soon as the Army and Navy 
press chiefs agree on schedule for is- 
suing communiques, the chains prob. 
ably will revise their program plans 
to include regular periods for quick 
summaries of the official statements, 


SEEK ENGINEERS 
FOR ARMY DUTY 





Washington, Dec. 16. 

Radio operators can command a 
premium from the Army, with the 
military establishment mushrooming 
with the commencement of: hostili- 
ties. Plea for volunteers with 
knowledge of communications went 
out Friday (12), offering immediate 
appointment to either civilian or 
military jobs. 

The Army asked amateurs, thrown 
off the airlanes by the FCC, to turn 
their hobby into a vital role. Com- 
mercial men with a fever to do their 
bit have been invited before, with 
good prospects of being put in non- 
| commissioned _ berths. Volunteers 
| will be taken from ranks of un- 
| ° 
| ~ Sain healthy men between 18 and 

Operators ineligible for active 
duty, because of their age, married 
physical defects, will be 





the Signal Corps. 
Volunteers should show their FCC 
permits when reporting, and should 


| sign up at the nearest recruiting sta- 
lee | tion or the signal officer in corps 
| area headquarters, 


Frazier Reams’ US. Jobs 


Toledo, Dec. 16. 
Frazier Reams, president of 
WTOL, Toledo, has been named di- 
dector of the Office of Civilian De- 
fense in the Fifth Regional District, 


| Comprising the states of Ohio, Ken- 
| tucky, Indiana, and West Virginia. 


Reams, who was formerly Lucas 
County prosecutor, was also recently 
appointed collector of internal rev- 
enue for northwestern Ohio district 
by President Roosevelt. 


Fort Wayne, Dec. 16. 
John B. Conley, manager of 
WOWO and WGL, Fort Wayne, has 
been appointed radio defense warden 
and advisor to the Municipal De- 
fense Council by Mayor W. Baals. 


Penn 
ph Aun Tenna says: 
SING A SONG OF SIXPENCE 
Manhattan covered 
at LOW expense 
Corny rhyme, but makes good sense 


( eS! two-way stretch stretches 
ollars... stretches sales ) 
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the great role radio must hereafter 
play in morale can be best served 
by respecting the experts in private 
enterprise and not setting up too 
many irritations im the shape of 
strange men armed with sweeping 
rity. 

owes Desperate Need 

In the estimation of veteran ob- 
servers of radio-government affairs, 
the first week of the war demon- 
strated a desperate need for a new 
policy-making institution and coor- 
dination between Federal agencies of 
a kind never appreciated (or re- 
quired) before. Moves are on foot 
to have the Army and Navy under 
White House direction specify what 
they want radio to do and not do, 
leaving to the FCC the job of seeing 
that the networks and stations com- 
ply. Halting progress was made the 
latter part of last week, when com- 
mandments were issued telling how 
to handle weather broadcasts, forbid- 
ding the airing of casualty lists, and 
systematizing the closing down and | 
resumption of transmitters, 

No Easy Out 

From radio’s viewpoint, another 
grave worry is the refusal of the 
FCC to sublimate, for the duration 
of hostilities, its passion for social 
and economic reform. In such a 
crucial time, industry people are 
pointing out, the Commish should 
give assurance that there will be 
no further crack-downs and all argu- 
ments over peace-time policies will 
be suspended until normalcy re- 
turns. Instead of encouraging 
broadcasters and putting the club 
back in the closet, the Commish 
so far seems determined to go for- 
ward with its crusades. This group 
argues that radio should not escape 
through a Japanese trick. 

Hard-headed curbs on radio and 
the press have been imposed by the 
War and Navy departments, as was 
to be expected, but other censor- 
ship gestures are being made in dif- 
ferent quarters. 

Director J. Edgar Hoover, of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
was designated by Attorney General 
Biddle to ‘coordinate efforts of sev- 
eral agencies comprising a broad 
communications censorship board. 
First concern of this outfit is to 
control transmission of vital infor- 
mation outside the country, but the 
committee also is eyeing radio with 
a view to imposing stringent regu- 
lation over domestic operations. 

While its members are reported 
jealous of each other and scram- 
bling for the dominating position, 
another group which may take 
punches at radio is an inter-depart- 
mental committee on defense infor- 
mation designated by Archibald 
MacLeish, head of the Library of 
Congress. In his role of director of 
the Office of Facts and Figures, 
MacLeish set up a body to advise 
him about ways of ‘extending and 
improving the country’s information 
on the defense effort.’ Members are 
Lowell Mellett, of the Office of Gov- 
ernment Reports (rumored slated 
several months ago for the job of | 
‘chief censor’ in the event of Amer- 














ican entry into war); L. M. C. Smith, | 


special assistant to Attorney General 


| trol 








Biddle; James C. Dunn, political re- 
lations advisor of the State Depart- 
ment; Ferdinand Kuhn, assistant to 
Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau; Assistant Secretary of War 
John J. McCloy: Adlai tevenson, 


special assistant to Secretary of War | 


Knox; and Capt. Robert E. Kintner, 
former columnist, of the O.F.F. 


War Dept. Helps 


The worst immediate 
when the War Department an- 
nounced a concrete plan for silencing 
Stations in event of air raid threats. 
Arrangements were made by repre- 
sentatives of the FCC, the War De- 
partment Bureau of Public Rela- 
tions, and the Army Air Force In- 
terceptor Command. 
the principles ‘put 
earlier in the week, the group de- 
cided that regional officers in each 
of the four interceptor districts will 
issue the order to cease operations, 
and to resume broadcasting. Sta- 
tions will be grouped into ‘radio con- 
areas,’ 
territories. 
received at 
Headquarters (Mitchel 
Y.; Seattle; Drew Field, Fla.; 
March Fiela, Calif.), orders will im- 
mediately be sent to all transmitters 
in the strategic control areas to go 
off the air. Instructions apply to 
television, relay, and high frequency 
plants, as well as standard broadcast 
stations. 

By centralizing authority to give 
the stop and go signal, the War De- 
partment hopes to end the uncer- 


Whenever an 


Interceptor Command 


tainty that caused considerable 
trouble last week. Elimination of 
‘unnecessarily imposed _ silences’— 


due to jittery local civilian officials 
—is the secondary goal. Major pur- 
pose is to make sure every transmit- 
ter which might help lead hostile 
planes to a target is silenced at once. 
Last week there were instances 
where one or two plants in an area 
did not receive orders, just as shut- 
downs were decreed wholly without 
Army authorization. 

The War and Navy Departments 
Friday (12), carrying out a decision 
by President Roosevelt, announced 
no further names of dead or injured 
will be given out. While nearest 
relatives will be notified, both the 
press and radio were asked not to 
try to compile lists from these 
sources. Press releases presumably 
will be issued occasionally whenever 
any outstanding officer is killed but 
only the tnformation coming in of- 
ficial bulletins is to be used. The 
Government will take note of non- 
cooperators, tt was hinted. 

Navy and Weather 

Restrictions of weather informa- 
tion will be handled by the Weather 
Bureau under military and naval 
supervision. Procedure may be 
worked out whereby only skeleton- 
ized data will be released, in order 
to protect farmers and industries 
against losses due to sudden storms, 
but high-powered stations, especial- 
ly those on the seaboard, are ex- 
pected to exercise voluntary censor- 
ship to keep strategie information 


'from enemy eaves droppers aloft 
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On Confusion | 


——aa continued from page 35 


industry | 
headache was deadened Friday (12) | 


Carrying out | 
into operaiion | 


embracing rather large | 
alarm is | 


Field, N.| 
and | 


and afloat. Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce Robert H. Hinckley asked 
| all media to ‘refrain from publica- 
| tion or announcement of weather in- 
| formation from sources other than 
official Weather Bureau offices to 
assure uniformity in withholding 
| data that might be valuable to the 
| enemy. 

Allocation of radio facilities was 
| handed over to the Defense Com- 


| 
| 


| munications Board by President 
Roosevelt in an executive order 
| signed Wednesday (10). Part of the 


authority conferred by Section 606 
was delegated to relieve the Chief 
Executive of too many chores. Since 
the Army and Navy, as well as FCC, 
are represented, the D.C.B. is in a 
position to weigh the demands for 
different classes of service. Reassur- 
ing thé industry, Chairman Fly said 
the action ‘does not mean that any 
general taking over or operation of 
private radio by the Government is 
contemplated. There is no change 
in policy or in plans. The step is a 
procedural one. It has long been 





| known that the military may require 
| certain communications facilities in 
connection with the national defense. 
Many of these needs have already 
| been arranged for by agreement 
Under today’s Executive Order, the | 
Army or the Navy will now, where | 
necessary, arrange to take 


over or | 
close radio facilities through the De- 
fense Communications Board, thus 
relieving the President of this extra 
responsibility. The Defense Com- 
|; munications Board, which has made 
| coodinated plans for utilizing wire 
and radio services in the present 
emergency, is not undertaking cen- 
sorship. 

Silencing of all amateurs, the first 
step affecting radio in general, should 
not alarm broadcasters, it was em- 
phasized at the FCC. Sole reason 
for throwing the hams off the air 
was the impossibility of policing 
them. With the law-abiding oper- 
ators silent, it will be much simpler 
for Government monitoring stations 
to ferret out fifth-column _trans- 
mitters and run down spies. The 
action was not prompted by any 
Army, Navy, or other Government 
demand for more frequencies, so all 
types of broadcasting stations need 
have no fears their facilities will be 
confiscated for defense use, at least 
for some time. 


N.A.B. MEETINGS 
NOW PATRIOTIC 
RALLIES 


Denver, Dec. 16. 

Remainder of the road tour of 
Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, is 
likely to be a succession of patriotic 
rallies, The war dominated every- 
thing when 43 members of this 
(14th) district convened here last 
week, 

First order of business was a tele- 
gram to President Roosevelt pledg- 
ing industry support. 








Jello Renews ‘Priest’ 


Montreal, Dec. 16. 
General Foods for Jello has re- 
newed ‘Cure de Village’ (Parish 
Priest), the Robert Choquette opus 
that for years has been easily the 
most popular of all French-Canadian 





radio programs. It is running on 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. French 
station CBF. 


Lever Bros., Ltd., have purchased 
two new programs over CBF and 


| zuela, Guatemala. 





| Quebec French network each five 
| quarter-hours, Mondays’ through 


Fridays, for 52 weeks from Jan. 1. | 


| First is ’C’est La Vie’ (“That's Life’) 
for Lux and the other—not yet titled, 
is for Sun Life Soap. 

Also ‘Grande Soeur’ (sig Sister’), 
same sponsors, is renewed five days 
a week over French stations of the 
corporation. 


0. P. Stearns at WXYZ 
Detroit, Dec. 16. 

O. P. Stearns, originator of ‘The 
Food Magician’ in which guise he 
appeared for six years on West 
Coast and eastern stations, will do 
similar series with WXYZ here. He 
is on the air for 15 minutes, Mon- 
day through Friday, under the 
sponsorship of Bronte Wines. 

Since he specializes in his pro- 
grams in numerous foreign dishes, 
sales heads figured he would fit in 
well with polyglot populace in this 


aréa. 








| 
| 


If the Whole World Didn't Hear FDR. 
It Wasnt the Yankee DXers Fault 





With shortwave broadcasting to 


South America and overseas now an/| 


important part of the U. S. war ef- 
fort, President Roosevelt’s speech of 
Tuesday (9) evening was shortwaved 
to more points on the globe than any 
of his previous messages. All 
shortwavers naturally carried it, but 
NBC and CBS both arranged for ex- 
tensive networks 


after it was delivered. 


From incomplete reports, NBC 


the | 


in Latin America|! 
and NBC repeated it in various lan-| 
guages almost constantly for 32 hours | 


3.30 a.m.—Spanish (to Spain). 

4.15 am.—Portuguese (to Portue 
gal). 

5 a.m.—Swedish. 

5.45 a.m.—Finnish. 

6.30 a.m.—French 

7.15 a.m.—English to Europe. 

§ a.m.—Excerpts in English to 
Europe. 

9.30 a.m.— Swedish 

10 a.m.—English to Europe. 
| °11.30 a.m.—French (regular French 
| news period), 

11.30 a.m. split stations—Turkish, 


guessed that almost 150 stations in| 12 N.—English excerpts to Europe. 


S. A. rebroadcast the address while | 


CBS judged its network included 
about half that many stations. NBC, 
in addition to airing the speech on 
its own transmitters, WNBI 
WRCA, sent it by RCA point-to-point 


| short wave to Argentina, Uruguay, 
| Peru, 


Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Vene- 
Brazil and Dutch 


Guiana. It was then transmitted by 


line in most cases to key stations| for war 


and | 
gal. 


which broadcast it in long and short} 
wave, with other stations privileged | 


to pick it out of the air and rebroad- 
cast it on long wave. 

CBS sent the speech by cable on 
International Telephone & Telegraph 
facilities to Bolivia, Paraguay, Uru- 
guay, Chile, Argentina and Brazil. 
Key stations there rebroadcast it on 
long and short waves and, as with 
NBC, any other station was privil- 
eged to pick it up and air it. CBS’s 
own shortwaver, WCBX, also ether- 
ized the speech, of course. 

NBC used straight translations of 
Roosevelt’s talk for its web. CBS 
used the more complex and dramatic 
fadeout method. In that, Roosevelt’s 
voice is first heard at full-strength to 
establish it. It is then faded down 


later states: ‘Mr. Roosevelt has just 
Wa 2 2 Roosevelt’s voice is 
brought in full-strength every so of- 
ten again while the translator pauses. 

Here’s the sehedule of repeats by 
NBC on WRCA, WNBI and WBOS 
(Westinghouse station in Boston 
which is now permanently linked in 
programming with NBC’s outlets): 

10 p. m.—point-to-point, in addition 
to South American countries listed 
above, to England, Manila, Honolulu, 
Australia, Batavia. (BBC made a 
transcription which it rebroadcast 
twice and then translated the speech 
and used it in various languages on 
its own shortwave). 

10.30 p.m.—Transcription in Eng- 
lish to Radio Mundo, Buenos Aires. 

1.15 a.m.—French. 

2 a.m.—lItalian. 

2.45 a.m.—German, 


} 
| 





| without a license. 
so it is still audible while a trans-| 


1 p.m.—lItalian. 

1.30 p.m.—Spanish (to Spain). 

1:30 p.m. (split stations)—Finnish. 

2 p.m.—German. 

2.30 p.m.—Portuguese (to Portu- 
3.15 p.m. and 5.15 p.m.—Resumes 

in Portuguese (to Portugal) Roose- 


velt’s personally-delivered message 
to Congress on Monday (8) asking 
declaration and Tuesday 


night’s speech. 
8.15 p.m.—Same as above in Span- 


| ish (to Spain). 


1.30 a.m.—Resume in Italian. 
2.45 a.m.—Resume in German. 
4.45 a.m.—Resume in German. 
6 a.m.—Resume in Italian. 


FCC Grabs Illegal Pair 


San Antonio, Dec. 16. 
Benjamin Harr, 35, and Otis Non- 
ken, 18, were bou-d over to the 
Federal Grand jury here following 
a hearing before United States 
Commissioner P, A. Lockhart on a 
charge of operating a radio station 
Harr’s bond was 
set at $500 and Nonken’s at $1,000. 
Robert D. Linx, monitoring officer 
foz the Federal Communications 
Commission, testified. 











Bunny Biggs at WSM 
Nashville, Dec. 16. 


Team of Jam-Up and Honey, dis- 
banded during the summer because 
of the death of Tom Woods, one of 
the team, has been revived. Bunny 
Biggs is the new Jam-Up. He’s been 
an-active participant in minstrels for 
many years, his last assignment be- 
fore joining Wiles at WSM was doing 
a skit at WFAA, Dallas, where he 
was Slow of the team ‘Slow and 
Easy.’ 

Chores at present include appear- 
ance on ‘Grand Ole Opry,’ and three 





15-minute blackface skits per week. 














“SO DOI!” says WSAI’s Winged Plug, ““A SELLING punch!" 
Just ask any of the 113 current program and announce- 
ment sponsors who are socking away at my receptive 
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audience 238 quarter hours during the week! And I'm in 
their corner, helping them win the sales decision by 
PLUGGING THEIR PROGRAMS. Street car and bus cards, 
neon signs, news pictures, movie trailers, taxicab covers, 
downtown window displays and a monthly house-organ 
for dealers ... yep, | use "em all!” 
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300 Symph Orchs in U.S. Credited 


—_— 


Radio's big part in the stimulation | 


of American public interest in sym- 
phonic music during the past decade 
is answered in a ‘Variety’ survey 
that reveals an incredible number 
of symph orchs throughout the 
United States. There are approxi- 
mately 300 such groups presently, 
compared to 10 years ago, when 
there were a third that number. 
Aiding the hypo of symphonic mu- 
sic is the sale of records, but re- 
sponsibility for the latter must also 
go to radio, whose constant playing 
of classical music has been a fac- 
tor in the greater sales of such discs. 
Symphony orchs presently employ 
about 11,000 musicians on part or 
full-time. 
school units, the rest being college, 
conservatory and pro symphs. Pay 
ranges anywheres from $5 for a per- 


formance for civic musicians to $500 | 


weekly for key-city instrumentalists, 
with the number of men employed 
ranging from 15 in the high school 
groups to 120 in some major out- 
fits. 

The 18 largest orchestras in the 
country are listed below. Gross 
of 17 of these organizations was in 
excess of $5,500,000 last year. One 
didn’t operate at all last season. The 
18 orchs are the Boston Symph, un- 
der Sergei Koussevitzky; the New 
York Philharmonic-Symphony So- 
ciety, oldest orchestra in the country 
and third oldest in the world, now 
celebrating the 100th year of its 
founding; the Philadelphia Orchestra 
Association, under Eugene Ormandy; 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
under Frederick Stock; the Cincin- 
nati Symphony, under’ Eugene 
Goossens; the Cleveland Symphony, 
under Artur Rodzinski; the Detroit 
Symphony, using guest conductors; 
the Indianapolis Symphony, under 
Fabien Sevitsky; the Kansas City 
Philharmonic, under Karl Krueger; 
the Southern California Symphony, 
using guest conductors; the Minneap- 
olis Symphony, under Dimitri Mitro- 
poulos; the Pittsburgh Symphony, 
under Fritz Reiner; the Portland 
(Me.) Symphony (which did not oper- 
ate last year); the Rochester Sym- 
phony, under Jose Iturbi; the San 
Francisco Symphony, under Pierre 
Monteux; the St. Louis Symphony, 
under Vladimir Golschmann; the 
Seattle Symphony, under Nikolai 
Sokoloff, and the Washington Sym- 
phony, under Hans Kindler. All of 
these organizations use world-fa- 
mous guest conductors and vocal and 
instrumental stars to round out their 
programs. 


Chi Opera Co. 
Winds Up With 





2256 Season 





Chicago, Dec. 16. 

The Chicago Civic Opera “Co. 
wound up its most successful finan- 
cial season in the 31 years of its 
existence Saturday evening (13) 
with a total seasonal gross of about 
$225,000 and a net loss of $20,000. 
The season was jointly managed by 
Fortuno Gallo, general manager, and 


Giovanni Martinelli, artistic director. | 


Out of 26 performances, 16 were 
sellouts at a $4.50 top, and the entire 
season averaged a 90% sellout, as 
compared with last year’s 65% sell- 
out and a loss of $125,000. Company 
presented 18 works, 12 in Italian, 
three in French, two in English and 
one in German. 





Pons, Martinelli to Open 
For Met Next Season 


Lily Pons is slated to open the 
season for the Met next year in 
‘Lucia di Lammermoor.’ Coloratura, 
who’s never opened a Met season 
since she joined the company in 1931, 
had insisted on that right. The Met 
has hesitated to use her in an open- 
ing since she sells out anyhow, as 
does every opening no matter what 
is given. 

Opposite Miss Pons will be Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, who will start his 
30th successive season at the Met. 





There are about 115 high | 





Says Stoki Didn’t Pay 


Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

The Elkan-Vogel music publishing 
firm last week filed suit in Mu- 
nicipal Court here against Leopold 
Stokowski’s All-American Youth 
| Orchestra seeking the collection of 
| $390 allegedly due for music played 
| by the orchestra during last year’s 
| tour of the U. S. and South Amer- 

ica. Elkan-Vogel charged that Stoki) 
| failed to pay the fee promised in 
| a verbal contract, although the firm 

had granted the youth orchestra a 
special ‘low’ price ‘in order to en- 
| courage the playing of classical mu- 
sic.’ 

The music played by the orchestra 
sans fee were DeBussy’s ‘Claire de 
Lune’ and ‘Night in Granada,’ the 
suit alleged, both copyrights owned 
by Elkan-Vogel. The company also 
notified the New York Philharmonic 
and the NBC Symphony that play- 
ing of the two DeBussy pieces under 
the baton of Stoky was strictly ver- 
boten. 


MET 896, DROPS 
$1,000 IN 3D WK. 


Metropolitan Opera Co. took a 
nosedive early last week, its third 
of the season, with the start of the 
war, but picked up sufficiently at 
the end to lose only $1,000. Gross 
was $89,000 for eight performances 
ending Monday night (15) out of a 
possible $113,000. 

Monday (8), company lost $5,000 
on ‘Orfeo ed Euridice,’ on an $7,000 
take; Tuesday (9), Met was out of 
town: Wednesday (10), repeat of 
‘L'Elixir D'Amore’ grossed $8,500, | 
losing $3.500: Thursday (11), ‘Magic 
Flute,’ $13,000. netting $1,000: Friday 
lafternoon (12), ‘Aida’ (benefit), 
| $10,000. $1,000 profit: Friday evening 
(12), ‘Walkuere’, $11,000, $1,000 loss; 
Saturday afternoon (13), ‘Samson et 














Delila.” $15,500, sellout, net $3,500; 
Saturday evening (13), ‘Traviata,’ | 
sold out, for $10,000, $1,000 profit; 


Monday (15), ‘Lakme’ grossed $14,- 
000, $2,000 profit. 


‘BUTTERFLY’ DROPPED 
BY CHARLES WAGNER 


Charles L. Wagner has abandoned 
his plans for a road tour of ‘Butter- 
fly,’ which has a Jap theme, and has 
substituted ‘Boheme’ in its place. 
Armand Tokatyan and Hilde Burke, 
both Met singers, who had been 
signed for the leads in ‘Butterfly,’ 
will handle leads in ‘Boheme.’ 

Wagner had numerous requests for 
‘Butterfly’ despite the war with 
Japan. 

The Met last week dropped ‘But- 
terfly’ from its schedule. 


‘Werther’ to Be Revived 
By Met After 32 Years 

















ther,’ first produced at the house in 
| 1894 with Emma Eames, Sigrid 
| Arnoldson and Jean De _ Reszke. 
| Opera was last given at the house in 

1910, with Geraldine Farrar, Edmond 
Gluck and Dinh- 


Clement, Alma 


Gilly. 


will include Rise Stevens, Raoul 
Jobin, Josephine Antoine and John 
Charles Thomas, according to pres- 
ent indications. 


Melchior to CBS 


Lauritz Melchior has left NBC 
Concert Service and signed with Co- 
lumbia Concerts, where he will ap- 
pear in joint recital with Astrid 
|; Varnay. Lotte Lehmann, who had 
| been appearing with Melchior, will 
recital on her own. 

Miss Varnay, 22-year-old Swedish 
singer, replaced an indisposed Miss 
Lehmann Dec. 6 in ‘Walkuere’ at the 
Met and made a sensational debut, 
her first appearance on any operatic 
stage. 














N. Y. Concert Reviews 











ance and fine interpretative abilities 
at Carnegie Hall last week. Program 
and De- 


he ° . 
To Radio s Hypo of Classical Musi d| querpianiete: exhibited excellent bal: 
a + 


featured Bach, Beethoven 


Bussy. 





Jan Smeterlin, pianist, appeared to 
be in too much of a hurry last week 
at Town Hall. He rushed tempi and 
marred passages consequently. He 
possesses sufficient technique to be 
classed among the fine pianists, how- 
ever, as demonstrated by a Chopin 


group. 


Ray Lev, pianist, demonstrated 
brilliant tone, plus nifty interpreta- 
tive ability, at Town Hall Thursday 
night (10). 








The Don Cessacks Chorus, under 
General Platoff, showed themselves 
to be still tops, despite the aging of 
its singers, in their Carnegie recital 
last week. 





Odds ’n’ Ends 

Sergei Barsoukoff, pianist, playing 
with the National Orchestral As- 
sociation recently at Town Hall, 
exhibited much required delicacy and 
restraint. When called on to 
exhibit vigor, he fell short. .. . Simon 
Barere, pianist, exhibited a phe- 
nomenal technique and thundering 
power in his recent recital at Car- 
negie Hall. Pianist’s lack of 
warmth in his playing is all that pre- 
vents him from going to the top.... 


Helena Morsztyn, pianist, who re- 
citaled at Town Hall, possesses a fine 
technique,. but plays without much 
feeling. ... Martha Daughn-Locker, 
soprano, who recitaled recently at 
Town Hall, will go much further if 
she changes her method of voice pro- 
duction, for she is using considerably 
less than what nature provided... . 
She’s a looker with intelligence and 
interpretative ability far above aver- 
J 

Doda Conrad, bass, had little to 
offer except an unhackneyed pro- 
gram at Town Hall recently. ... 
Singer’s voice is produced _ incor- 
rectly, and with the exception of a 
few notes, it’s uninteresting.... 

Nora Helen, soprano, showed 
power, beauty of tone and 
range 
pitch singing.... 

Ruth Reynolds, 


who recitaled at 


singing of a piano or mezza voce 
nature ... otherwise, her light mezzo 
of small size is forced beyond its 
cap’ bilities ... her diction was ex- 
cellent. . ;. 

Irene Ruppert played without 
much feeling and rather mechani- 
cally in her piano recital at Town 
Hall last week ... pianist is not too 


wrong notes marred the recital.... 
Ruggiero Ricci, one of the better 


swept home a winner in a program 
including works of Handel, Brahms, 
Ravel and Sibelius. . . . Berl Rubin- 
stein and Arthur Loesser, piano team 
at Town Hall, were okay but not 
quite up to the standards of other 
topnotch teams heard this year... 











‘Die Walkuere’ at the Met on Fri- 


day evening (12) featured the 
Brunhilde of Astrid Varnay and 
Rose Bampton’s Sieglinde. The 22- 


year-old Swedish singer again came 
through excellently in her second 


ing made her debut last week as 





' 


| 





| glaring 


Sieglinde. Miss Bampton also. found 
Sieglinde’s role to her vocal and dra- 
matic liking. Balance of the cast was 


The Metropolitan Opera is plan-| the same as at last week’s initial 
ning a revival next season of ‘Wer- | presentation of the work. 





certain of her technique and many | 


Pons, Pinza, Jobin Click in Met ‘Lakme’ 
‘Magic Flute’ Revival Is Disappointing 





By EDWARD SMITH 

The Metropolitan’s first ‘Lakme’ of 
the season, Monday evening (15), 
served as a vehicle for Lily Pons’ 
return to the company. The dimin- 
utive coloratura was in excellent 
voice, with the ‘Bell Song’ in Act II 
stopping the show as usual. Ezio 
Pinza’s huge voice was a_ close 
second. The acting of both was tops. 

Raoul Jobin, in the thankless role 
of Gerald, again exhibited excellent 
artistry. His acting was dignified. 
Balance of the cast was adequate. 

Ballet was decidedly poor, though 
well costumed. Wilfred Pelletier 
wanded dispassionately in the pit. 


MAGIC FLUTE 


Revival of ‘Magic Flute’ Thursday 
evening (11) could well be termed a 
boxoffice success from the laughter 
it drew from a near-capacity audi- 
ence. But it was not Mozart. The 
English translation, though excellent 
and singable, made ridiculous sit- 
uation out of serious ones, and the 
futility of the libretto was empha- 
sized to an even more marked degree 
by the spoken English dialog. The 
opera thus was only occasionally in- 
teresting, being mostly boring musi- 
cal comedy which could not even 
hold up for long on Broadway. 

Best of a cast of principals more 
noted for their acting than singing 
was John Brownlee. Veteran bari - 
tone used his voice in excellent 
Mozartian style in his two arias and 
his superb clowning stopped the 
show repeatedly. Charles Kullman 
made a fine hero, singing unexcit- 
ingly but well. Alexander Kipnis’ 
voice showed weariness, especially in 
the aria, ‘O Isis,’ but the bass’s im- 
peccable style and _ tremendous 
authority lent majesty to his role. 





his minor part, and Jarmila Novotna 
looked well but found some of the 
tessitura too high. Rosa Bok, as 





| Queen of the Night, found the going 


wide | 
at Town Hall but much off-| 


Town Hall last week, showed herself | 
to be best in passages which require | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


young violinists, lived up to his | 
reputation at Carnegie Hall... he 


| 
| 


appearance with the company, hav- | 


| 
votna, 


rough, and outside of making the 
high ‘Fs’ credibly in the vengeance 
aria, was only passable. Karl Lauf- 
koetter’s English was a garble but 


his costuming excellent as was his} 


acting. Balance of the cast was ade- 
quate. Special praise goes to Bruno 
Walter’s conducting. Scenery was 
ok. 


ORFEO ED EURIDICE 


Opera 
Gluck; 


in four acts, five scenes; 
libretto, de Calzabag!; 
Bruno Walter; stage director, Herbert 
Graf; chorusmaster, Fausto Cleva; pre- 
sented at Metropolitan Opera House, N.Y., 
Noy, 25, °41. 

Cast: Kerstin Thorborg, Jarmila WNo- 
Marita Farrell, Annamary Dickey. 


music, 
conductor, 





The Metropolitan’s second presen- 
tation of the season, Gluck’s ‘Orfeo 
ed Euridice,’ never was a popular 
opera. It drew only $8,500 at the 
boxoffice, or about $3,500 loss to the 
Met, but its initial performance this 
season was the finest given in years 
at the house, deserving a far wider 


Starring in the current production 
was Bruno Walter, whose conducting 
of the classic Gluck music was 
superb, with the orch acceding ex- 
cellently to the maestro’s batoning. 
| Kerstin Thorborg, whose Orfeo was 
| adequate last season, has grown with 
| the role, and her efforts were tops 
| vocally and histrionically. Her ‘Che 
|faro senza Euridice’ was delivered 

with all the pathos for which Gluck’ 
/could have asked. Jarmila Novotna 
| was equal to her partner as Euridice, 


receptivity. 


Met Opera Follow-Up | 


|singing with a clear, fresh soprano. 
|Marita Farrell was attractive as 
| Amore, exhibiting the best legs seen 
|}at the Met in many a moon. Her 
| singing was excellent throughout. 

The chorus acquitted itself nobly. 


‘Samson et Delila’ repeated vee L’ELIXIR D’ AMORE 


afternoon 
vocal 


(12), again 
deficiencies 
Stevens and Rene Maison in these 
particular parts. Opera should be 
dropped rather than spoil those sing- 
ers’ boxoffice potentialities with roles 


day 


Cast for next year’s presentation | for which they are not suited. 





‘Traviata’ Saturday evening (16) 
brought a new Met Violetta, Bidu 
Sayao. Soprano was excellent, sing- 
ing the florid phrases in the first act 
with ease and taking the top ‘E’ 
flat at the end of her aria also with 
facility. Charles Kullman, who ap- 
peared as Alfredo for the first time, 
was not as good as Jan Peerce, though 
he sang and acted creditably. Bal- 
ance of the cast same as in prior 
performances. 





‘L’Elixir d’Amore,’ repeaicd for the 
second time this season Thursday 
(10) at the Met. found the same prin- 
cipals going through their chores. 
Salvatore Baccaloni again stole the 


show with his inimitable characteri- 
zation and Iusty singing. Bruno 
Landi. Bidu Sayao and Francesco 





Valentino als» excelled. Ettore Pa- 
nizza’s direction also tops. 


brought | 
of Rise | 


Opera in three acts (four scenes) by Gae- 


tano Donizetti, from libretto by Felice Ro- 


| mani; conductor, Ettore Panizza; stage di- 
rector, Desire Defrere; chorus master, 
| Fausto Cleva. Presented at Metropolitan 


Opera House, N. 

Cast: Bidu Sayao, Bruno Landl, Fran- 
cesco Valentino, Salvatore Baccaloni, Mona 
Paulee (debut). 


Y., Nov. 28, °41. 





This revival suggested it would be 
one of the top presentations of the 
season. The opera, last given at the 
Met in the 1932-33 season, was tops 
from every angle. Ettore Panizza, 
presiding over a spirited orchestra, 
lent a sparkle to the music which 
was infectiqus throughout. 

Salvatore Baccaloni, as Dr. Dulcd- 
mara, was phenomenal. Vocally he 
was perfect, singing the aria, ‘Udite, 
Udite,’ with great gusto, a wealth of 
tone, and superb enunciation of the 
Italian text. His acting, dancing, 


| clowning. and costumes brought con- 


tinual guffaws from a packed house. 
Pruno Landi ran the basso a close 
second with a weil-sung ‘Quanto a 
Bella’ and ‘Adina credemi,’ and 
stopped the show with his ‘Una fur- 
tiva lagrime.’ 

Bidu Sayao handled her vocal part 





well, the first-act duet with Landil 


Friedrich Schorr was standout in| 


and her clear-cut coloratura with 
Baccaloni in the last act being stand. 
outs. Her acting was exceptionally 
good. Francesco Valentino made a 
pompous soldier, with his acting also 
okay; the duet with Landi, ‘Venti 
schudi’ was his high point. 

Mona Paulee’s part was too insig- 
nificant to warrant discriminatin 
judgment on her vocal ability, [| 
was her Met debut. She looked wel} 
and acted with grace, however. The 
chorus did some exceptionally fine 
singing, while the settings of the 
village were in good taste. 


DON PASQUALE 


(CHARLES WAGNER CO.) 

Comic opera in three acts; music, Gaetane 
Donizetti; Mbretto, Camerano; presented by 
Charles L. Wagner at Brooklyn Academy 
of Music, Nov. 19, ‘41, conductor, Giuseppe 
Bamboshek; staged by Desire Defrere; coge 
tumes, Eaves Costume Co.; scenery, Cirker 
& Robbins, 

Cast: Oscar Lassner, Francesco Valens 
tino, Bruno Landi, Stella Andreva, Bene 
nett Challis, 





Using three Metropolitan Opera 
first stringers, Charles L. Wagner 
presented Donizetti's ‘Don Pasquale’ 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
recently (Nov. 19) in a performance 
which rivaled the success the Met 
had last season with the same opera, 
Two of the principals, Francesco 
Valentino and Bruno Landi, had 
been heard in the same parts at the 
Met. 

From every viewpoint the per- 
formance had considerable sparkle 
and indicated why it had been a 
complete sellout everywhere in a 
tour of the east. Oscar Lassner, in 
the title role, is not a Baccaloni by 
a long shot, but he is a good actor 
and copies the style of the Italian 
buffo a great deal. Vocally, he is 
adequate, although when pressed too 
;much the voice wavers badly. 

Star of the evening was Landi, 
|diminutive Italian tenor, with his 
|impeccable technique and fine lyrie 
|}quality. Valentino acted well and 
| delivered his aria ‘Bella siccome un 
angelo’ with gusto. The excessive 
ivibrato he possessses is not un- 
| pleasant. Stella Andreva’s Norina 
| had sufficient coquetry and her aria, 
|‘Qual Guardo,’ was well sung. The 
subsequent duet with Valentino, 
— corro,’ closed Act II on a high 

ey. 

| In the pit Giuseppe Bamboshek 
| directed with authority, and while 
| unpretentious, the costumes and 
| scenery, plus the work of the chorus, 
were satisfying. 


‘Aida’ Clicks 
In Finale of 


Chi Season 








Chicago, Dec. 16. 

Rounding out its 3lst season Satur- 
day night (13), the Chicago Civic 
Opera Co. presented a fitting climax 
with ‘Aida.’ Giovanni Martinelli, 
Elisabeth Rethberg, George Czap- 
licki and Coe Glade were never 
better, both in singing and acting, in 
the lead roles, 

Week opened with ‘Barber of 
Seville’ Monday (8), with Josephine 
Antoine singing an excellent Rosina, 
Nino Martini handling his coloratura 
passages excellently and Richard 
Bonelli stealing the show with a 
lusty ‘Largo al Dasteten’ and robust 
acting as Figaro. Wednesday (10), 
‘Rigoletto’ featured a fine job in the 
title role by Bonelli, some excellent 
top tones by Jan Kiepura in ‘La 
donna e mobile,’ ‘Questa O quella’ 
and ‘Parmi veder le lagrime.’ Some 
rather inert coloratura work was 
contributed by Lucielle Meusel. 

Friday (12) featured the Chicago 
company’s debut of Elizabeth Wysor, 
contralto, in ‘Trovatore.’ Singer re- 
ceived excellent reviews, exhibiting 
a luscious, powerful voice of over 
three octaves range, sound musician- 
ship and experienced stage presence. 
Sidney Rayner, while transposing his 
music, sang a creditable Manrico, 
and Mobley Lushanya was accept- 
able as Leanore. Carlo Morelli 
vocaled a fine Count, his ‘Il Balen 
being one of the evening's better 
moments, ca 

Saturday afternoon (14), ‘Traviata 
featured the Chicago operatic debut 
of Igor Gorin, who did a fine job of 
‘Di Provenza’ after early nervous- 
ness. Baritone looks well and has an 
ample voice of good quality. Michael 
Bartlett was short on top with much 
of Alfredo’s music, but made up for 
it with the vehemence of his acting 
and the fervor of his singing. Helen 
Jepson’s Violetta was less of a strain 
than it had been previously. 

The Littlefield Ballet was tops and 
the settings and scenery were excf!- 
ent throughout the week. 
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Soldiers Use Phonograph Records 


For Weekly Dance at Asbury Park 


- 
vv 








Soldiers of Fort Monmouth, N. J. 
Morale Division run their own 
dances weekly at Convention Hall, 
Asbury Park, N. J., whieh is donated 
to them, basing each Thursday night’s 
hop on the recorded music of name 
bands, but operating as though the 


band was there in person. Instead of 
using recordings of various crews 


throughout the four-hour session, one | 


outfit is singled out each week and 
its discs are used exclusively, which 
makes it imperative that platters 
of the one band’s be on hand to cover 
the evening. 

Band whose recordings are selected 
to play each week’s dance is adver- 
tised in Camp sheets and Asbury 
Park dailies just as if the band itself 
were going to play a oneg-nighter, 
and a half-hour of the recorded 
music is picked up by WCAP, Asbury 
Park, including band’s theme, with 
announcement, of course, that it’s all 
recorded, but handled like it was a 
live, remote broadcast. Sergeant 
McRoy of Morale staff, spiels an- 
nouncements. There’s no admission 
to the Hall, which can handle 5,000 
comfortably. Soldiers are trucked 
the seven miles from camp. 


MASS DANCERY 
BECOMES ARMY 
BARRACKS 


Revere Beach, Mass., Dec. 16. 

Beachview Ballroom, located on 
the boulevard skirting the beach- 
front here, has been taken over as 
barracks and for Army purposes by 
500 aviators from Westover Field, 
Chicopee Falls, Mass. ad- 
ditional facilities have been pro- 
vided at nearby General Edwards 
Inn at Winthrop Arms Hotel. 





Similar 





Last Wednesday night (10) an 
army officer walked into ballroom | 
and infarmed manager Fred Free- | 


man that a survey had been made of | 
the locality and the aviators would 

move in the following day. | 
r Tucke 


omm ucker was scheduled to 
Play a private party Thursday. 
After the dance at 2:30 a.m. the flyers | 
moved in. 


eee 


Claire Meeder’s 10th 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 
Claire Meeder was_ re-elected 
president of Local 60, Pittsburgh 
chapter of the musicians’ union, last 
week for the tenth consecutive year. 
Although he had some opposition, 
Meeder was virtually swamped into 
the office, rolling up a record vote. 
Ed Ebberts was named vice-presi- 

dent and Nick Hagarty, secretary. 
Board 


of directors for 1942 will 
be made up of Michael J. Hickly, 
Hal Davis, George Wilkins, Gene 


Urban, Frank Panella and Emil 
Biello. With the exception of Bielo, | 
they were all incumbents. 





It’s Lee Repp In Clev. 
Cleveland, Dec. 16. 
Beating Otto Kapl by 605 to 457 
Votes, Lee Repp was again elected | 
head of the Cleveland musicians’ | 
union for another two years. Kapl | 
had been prez six years ago. 


Ralph Villoni was unopposed 
runnin 


in | 
& for vice-presidency, while | 
Don Duprey almost had a walkaway | 
in 8rabbing ballots for post of secre- 
tary and treasurer. Appojnted to the 
board of directors were Jon Beljon, | 
Frank Mealon, Tony Granata, B. W.| 
Costello and Al Russo. Costello also 
named as a delegate to attend the 
national convention in June with| 





app. 


Half a Smile 


Coin machine operators are 
chiefly worried about any gov- 
ernment priorities on materials 
stopping recordings. Ops feel 
that they can easily get along 
on the machines they now have 
by keeping them in good con- 
dition and replacing parts that 
wear out. Point out that here- 
tofore they never really got 
their money’s worth out of ma- 
chines because they were turned 
in too soon for new ones. 
From that angle the slice in pro- 
duction will benefit them, they 
say. 

However, if the OPM gets 
around to moving in on record 
production, box operators will 
really be in a fix. 


OPM. Orders Factory 
Shutdown for Some 
Coin Machines Feb. 1 


Washington, Dec. 16. 

Armament demands had a heavy 
impact on manufacturers of juke 
boxes, gambling gadgets, and amuse- 
ment machines last week with the 
Office of Production Management 
Wednesday (10) banning further 
production after Feb. 1. Both the 
music dispensers and pinball games 
will be drastically curtailed in order 
to release steel, aluminum, and 
other essential raw materials for de- 
fense contractors. All-inclusive or- 
der also hits makers of supplemental 
equipment, such as loud-speakers, 
remote control devices, and wireless 
systems, 

After outlawing—far more effec- 
tively than any city council or state 
legislature ever has succeeded in do- 
igg—the gambling thingumbobs, 
Donald M. Nelson, priorities director, 
ultimatumed a progressive cut in 
production of juke boxes, peep 
shows, penny-in-the-slot scales, and 
similar articles. The cut, based on 
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average production during the year | 


ended June 30, is 50% in January 
and 75% in February and thereafter. 
Gambling machine 
must slash production 50% 
(Continued on page 52) 
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DATES UPSET 
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MANY GOLLEGE 
AOYSINAOLT.C 


General Confusion for Time 
Being But Expected to Be 
Cleared Up Soon as Shape 
of Things to Come Can Be 
Seen—Annual Parties Re- 
Dated or Held in Abeyance 








ONE-NIGHTERS OKAY 


The band business is beginning 
to feel the effects of the war with 
the Axis powers. Since the middle 
of last week all booking agencies 
have had a flock of cancellations on 
set dates of all kinds, and are find- 
ing it extremely difficult to talk 
business with any user of music. 
Gist of replies to suggestions is, ‘Let’s 
wait awhile and see what happens.’ 

Foremost among the cancellations 
so far received is on bookings for 
college hops. Quite a few schools 
among steady users of name talent 
are military institutions and _ the} 
majority of others are training cen- 
ters for R.O.T.C. (Reserve Officers 
Training Corps) units. With re-| 
doubled emphasis on that type of | 
schooling, the shunting aside of any-| 
thing that could possibly interfere | 
with military progress is easy to un-| 
derstand. 

Even colleges without any military 
connections are going easy, some 
cancelling dates already made. In- 
creased activity in drafting for the 
Army and heavy voluntary enlist- 
ment of college-age men will un- 
doubtedly deplete prospective ad- 
missions to a point where running 
a hop with an expensive name band 
will be very risky. An example of 
that a contract written for a 
two-day stand by Woody Herman 
at Washington & Lee University, 
Lexington, Va., for Jan. 30-31. 
School’s normal enrollment is about 
800 students. Agreement gives buy- | 
er right to cancel, with three weeks’ 
notice, if that total is cut 250 or more 
by draft or enlistment. 

Regular one-night promotion dates 
have not become too unstable yet. 





is 





Comparatively few cancellations 
have come in from that type of | 
work, excepting in instances where 
|dances were to be held at armories. | 


fabricators | 


however, are being wary 
dates being 


Promoters, 
and practically 


no are 


(Continued on page 52) 


Spivak’s First cecation Job in N.Y., 





Succeeding Glenn Miller at Penn 


Mel Adams Into Army 


Mel Adams, supervisor of RCA- 
Victor’s New York promotion and 
publicity, goes into the Army around 
the first of the year. He’s enlisting. 

Adams had no military training at 
University of Wisconsin, his alma 
mater, hence begins Army life as a 
buck private. 








Maria Kramer Invading 
Capital With Name Band 
Policy at Rooseve't 


Maria Kramer, of the Lincoln and 
Edison hotels, New York, is pre- 
paring to install a name band policy 
in the Roosevelt hotel, Washington, 
D. C., another of her properties. 
Dining room in the spot is being 
enlarged and refurbished and when 
finished it is expected to have a ca- 
pacity of about 300. When it will 


open with name talent is indefinite. 

Capital has never had any sort 
of a spot using nationally known 
musical talent. Nearest to it now 
is the Carlton hotel, which now has 
Carmen Cavallaro. Statler hotel, 
now building, is supposed to start 
a name band policy also. 





Jack Little’s Sideline 


Little Jack Little temporarily 
gives up ‘bandleading this month to 


put into operation a restaurant- 
cocktail lounge idea in Yonkers, N. 
Y. Leader has bought the clubhouse 
of the Grassy Sprain Golf course 
and is now in the process of refur- 
nishing for a possible late Decem- 


ber opening. He will play piano, 
me., ete. Spot will not use a big 
band. One Little was leading is 
broken up. 


However, the leader will not re- 
main away from the business longer 
than three months, according to Con- 


solidated. Radio Artists, his bookers. | 


CRA explains that it has a 10-year 


contract with Little and that it has 


for 


spot 


absence 


get his 


of 
to 


a leave 
required 


given him 
the time 
underway. 
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Charlie Spivak band gets its first 
location job in New York City next 
month. Band replaces Glenn Miller’s 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
for five weeks opening Jan. 8. Spot 
is between Miller’s exit and Jimmy 
Dorsey’s Feb. 9 opening, Dorsey 
staying at least until May. 

Tommy Tucker will probably fol- 
low Sammy Kaye, Jan. 5, at the Es- 
sex House, N. Y., but contracts 
aren’t signed. 

Lincoln Hotel, N. Y., replacement 
for Harry James isn’t set but Grady 
Gordon, now in Chicago, is a possi- 
bility. Gordon recently cleared up 
troubles with American Federation 
of Musicians, which had suspended 
his membership. 

Benny Goodman remains at the 
New Yorker till next March and 


Vaughn Monroe continues at the 
Commodore indefinitely. 
Les Brown’s band leaves. the 


Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, Jan. 13, 
and heads out on its first tour of one- 
nighters since assuming its currently 
important ‘name’ status. Plays U. of 
Iowa, Jan. 15-16, and U. of Purdue, 
Jan. 17. Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis band 
replaces. 

Brown had been mentioned as a 
possibility to replace Glenn Miller 
at the Pennsylvania hotel, N. Y. 


WOULD RECRUIT 
NAME BANDS 
FOR CAMPS 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., sent tele- 
grams to major bandleaders yester- 
day (Tuesday) asking their reaction 
to donating a night or two a week to 
performing at camps near where 
they happen to be. Idea is that the 
bands could be shuttled in to pro- 
vide additional entertainment to 
what CSI is now able to offer in the 
way of touring vaude and legit 
troupes. 

Meantime, CSI is awaiting a reply 











| okay, of 
| pending his approval, it is being pre- 


























from James C. Petrillo, prez of 
American Federation of Musicians, 
an his attitude toward the scheme. 


It couldn’t be worked without his 


course, and that why, 


is 


| sented to bandleaders only as an 
idea. 

Whether the musicians would be 
paid or not hasn’t been determined. 
CSI has no coin for the purpose, 


however, with the $850,000 provided 
it by USO actually only a little more 
than half of what it will cost to keep 
a minimum vaude-legit program 
running until next spring CSI is 
figuring on paying at least transpor- 


tation and other ‘small’ expenses. 

One idea suggested for raising ex- 

pense coin is a tremendous ‘Night of 

B f St ta 
e M Square Gar« 

I f é e top pand-pooking 
agencie net with Abe Lastfog« in 
charge of CSI shows, last Frid: 12) 

d gave their approval to the 

cheme. Another meeting is sched- 
led for today (Wednesday) 


Michael Strange Departs 
Baron Elliott Orchestra 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 

Michael Strange, vocalist with 
Baron Elliott band at Hotel William 
Penn’s Chatterbox here, pulled out of 
the orchestra last week after a run- 
in with Elliott, details of which both 
refuse to divulge. Understood 
Strange felt that Elliott was parceling 
out the choicest singing assignments, 
both at the Chatterbox and over the 
air, to his other two male singers, 
| Billy Cover and Babe Rhodes. 
| Strange, who was a singing single 
| before he joined Elliott, resumed that 
| status Monday night (15) when he 
opened an engagement here at Villa 
| Madrid. He'll remain there for a 
fortnight, leaving around first of the 
‘ year for Florida. 
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COLLEGE RHYTHM 


U. of Mich. Likes Football First and Dancing Next | distance of Ann Arbor. 


—Sweet-Hot OK, Corn Tabu 








Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music and dance bands. 


The writers, staff members of pu 


blications at their respective schools, 


have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 


a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 


given further instructions as to what is to be said nor how. These 
articles appear as the undergraduates have written them, with the 
expressed opinions being their own. 


‘Variety’ publishes the series to 


give music men and band leaders a 


cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hone that it will be both informative and instructive. 








By David Lachenbruch, *42 


(City Editor, ‘The Michigan Daily’) 





Ann Arbor, Mich., Dec. 16. 

Michigan is as conservative in its 
musical tastes as it is in politics and 
dress. 

That’s the report from up Ann Ar- 
bor way, where football is most im- 
portant and dancing comes next. 
They like sweet. 


and listening preferences of the 
students, and in the dancing de- 
partment Miller and Dorsey again 
share the dubious honor of being the 
| favorites of Ed and Co-Ed in Ann 
Arbor town. Miller polled 39% of 
the close vote and Dorsey received 





They like swing. | 34%. So concentrated were the votes 


But they’re as low as the brake-lin- | for the two favorites that no other 


ings on a flea-circus wagon when | 
they hear jam. And corn—well, it’s 
just taboo. | 

When a musician picks up a sax 
in Ann Arbor, it is law that he must | 
have every note written down on his | 
music. Improvising just ain’t done 
here. But neither does the tall corn 
flourish. 

The typical Michigan man or 
woman is liable to have a fit as Blue 
Barron pours out of the loudspeaker, 
slump to the floor and ruin the) 
plaster on the ceiling below. In 
other words, both jam and pure corn 
are as out of place as Carmen Lom- 
bardo in the Metropolitan Opera. 

A recent survey of students’ musi- 
cal tastes, conducted by The Michi- 
gan Daily, showed that 444%% of 
the students favored sweet and 
43%% favored swing music, so it’s 
pretty fair to say that it’s just about 
even. Of course, Glenn Miller is 
sweet to some and swing to others, 
and some studes even take this 
swing-and-sway business at face 
value. Twelve per cent of the stud- 
ents quizzed favored jam, although 
some admitted that they only knew 
about the breakfast variety and their 
votes were for black raspberry. If 
you include the jam vote in the 
swing column, the hot music will 
have a slight edge here at Michigan, 
but in general it’s safe to say that 
the vote is-about even. 

Campus Kings 

There’s no doubt that the campus 
favorites are Glenn Miller and 
Tommy Dorsey. The survey shows 
that—and strongly. Miller and Dor- 
sey are far ahead of the nearest com- 
petitor in record sales. 

Miller went over so big at the 
1940 Senior Ball that they did a re- 
peat at the same dance in ’41. And 
the patrons jumped up and down in 
such glee at being in the same room 


band received more than 7% in the 
dancing division. 

Some collitch fellers and gals went 
for those neat singing song titles of 
Sammy Kaye, others liked Claude 
Thornhill’s smooth arrangements, 
and Woody Herman, who played 
here at a dance a year ago, was 
mentioned, Goodman ended up 
pretty low, with about 44%. 

Listening’s Like Dancing 

There was much more variety in 
the listening survey, but the stu- 
dents stayed in their rut (not to be 
confused with groove) and picked 
Tommy Dorsey (21%) and Miller 
(15%). B. G., King of the Clarinet, 
polled 12% as listening favorite, 
and the Moody Minstrel of Mexico 
—Artie Shaw—captured the hearts 
of slightly more than 9%. Others 
mentioned—less than 7%, but more 
than 5%—were Claude Thornhill, 
Jimmie Lunceford, Gene Krupa, 
Enric Madriguera, Cab Calloway, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Xavier Cugat, Harry 
James and Will Bradley. 

It’s interesting to note that very 
few of the campus band favorites 
have played in Ann Arbor during 
the last few years. The most im- 
portant dance here is the J-Hop, a 
two-night affair. The 1941 edition 
of this drinkin’-an’-dancin’-an- 
neckin’ featured Goodman _ and 
Krupa’s orks the first night and Ray- 
mond Scott the second. Shingles 
from the roof were found 15 miles 
away the next few days. In short, 
the affair was enjoyed by both stew 
and stude. 

Goodman made the biggest hit be- 
cause he was the most danceable; 
Krupa gave a great exhibition, but 
when Michigan students go to a 
dance, they mean dance and they 
have no time to watch a gum-chewer 
toss drumsticks. And we really went 
for Scott’s full dance band. 





as the man of their dreams that 
some of them even dropped their | 
liquor bottles 
Dorsey knocked ’em dead at the 1940 | 
J-Hop. and, more recently, a couple 
of weeks ago in Detroit, at the RCA 
Victor Dance Caravan’s two-niter 
in the gigantic State Fair Coliseum. 

And now back to the survey. 
Tommy D. came out with an A-plus 
and with 35% of the vote for ‘all- 
around favorite’ band. Glenn Miller 
was lightly below him with 28%. 
Goodman and J. Dorsey followed 
with 18% and 9% respectively. The 
only others that even placed were 
Vaughn Monroe, Harry James and 
Bill Sawyer, a local band. This 
Sawyer, incidentally, slings a mean 
arrangement. 


The following bands have been 
here during the past year and were 


(momentarily).  T. | well received: Gus Arnheim, Duke 


Ellington, Jack Teagarden, Cab Cal- 
loway, Louis Prima, Joe Venuti. The 
reception given to the ‘sweet’ bands 


and Michigeese go for the swing 
style. Johnny Davis, who plays 
much sweet (he has since rebuilt 
his band), went over only fair. 
George Olsen, a Michigan grad, got 
a big hand when he appeared in a 
local theatre. But Bill Carlson left 
them as cold as the bathroom floor, 
perhaps because he wasn’t well- 
known enough. Everett Hoagland 
was well-liked but he didn’t cause 
any major riots. Will Osborne re- 
ceived a lukewarm welcome. En- 





The poll also asked for the dancing 


thusiasm for Isham Jones was as 


seems to prove that Michiganders | 


hard to start as a 1916 Overland. 

South American Sways Co-Eds 

Latin - American rhythms have 
caught on in swing-unconscious De- 
troit, a suburb within easy thumbing 
Xavier 
Cugat broke all records at the Book 
Cadillac and Madriguera for some 
reason is the co-ed’s idol at the 
Statler. And this Latin influence 
is carried from the Motor City to 
the home of the ‘Harvard of the 
| West.’ Cugat played a one-nighter 
| at the local theatre in Ann Arbor. 
There was standing room only, but 
the Korn-Kobblers would be a sell- 
out in that warm theatre on a cold 
Michigan night. It’s the only place 
available for indoor necking. But 
the survey shows that the conga, 
rhumba and tango have quota of 
their followers here. 


Artie Shaw played in Detroit for 
a dance a few weeks ago, and the 
fraternities here ran special buses 
to the city for those Michiganders 
who wanted to slurp up those deli- 
cious arrangements, 


Glenn’s Kin, Herb, a Local Hero 
Incidentally, Herb Miller, of the 
University music school, who hap- 
pens to be Glenn’s brother, leads a 
local band. He is known mainly be- 
cause (1) he is supposed to use some 
of Glenn’s arrangements, (2) he 
looks like Glenn, and (3) he's 
Glenn’s brother. As an interview 
in ‘The Michigan Daily’ stated the 
other day: ‘Modest, unassuming Herb 
Miller doesn’t like to be referred to 
as Glenn Miller’s brother, and says 
he doesn’t want to trade on his 
brother’s reputation. Below the 
story was a two-column ad, telling 
one and all to ‘Dance at the League 
tonight to the rhythms of Herb 
Miller, GLENN MILLER’S BROTH- 
ER.’ 


Disk Parade 
And now for some Chatter about 
Platters: Glenn Miller’s discs sell four 
times as fast as those of the nearest 
contender, which is Tommy Dorsey. 
Next comes Benny Goodman, and 
fourth, surprisingly enough, is Artie 
Shaw. 
The campus record shop reports 
that two bands are ‘coming up’ as 
fast as Tommy Harmon can run. 
They are Claude Thornbill and 
Teddy Powell. They’re selling 
quicker than 5c beers, and yet they 
ranked low on the campus survey. 
This must indicate some trend or 
something. 
An interesting sidelight on the disc 
sale survey is that women prefer 
sweet, sentimental music on their 
records and will listen only for sen- 
timent, while the men usually select 
for arrangement and orchestration, 
carefully dodging the guey, the 
mawkish and the over-sentimental. 
The co-eds here have no great repu- 
tation for raving beauty and per- 
haps they obtain their thrills 
second-hand by listening to Ray 
Eberle tell them that he'll be waiting 
in Orange Blossom Lane through the 
courtesy of RCA Victor. 
Spiders are webbing the grooves 
on the record shop’s Lombardo 
discs, The proprietor asserted that 
they sell a couple once in a 
while when an old lady wanders up 
from Main Street. Wayne King is 
saving his waltzes on the shelf at 
the shop, too. Kay Kyser is con- 
sidered corny. Sammy Kaye never 
sold, either before or after ‘Daddy,’ 
but enough ‘Daddy’s’ were bought to 
eliminate ail the orphanages in the 
state of Michigan. 
At Michigan, they like it sweet, 
but not too sweet; they like It hot, 
but not too hot. They believe in 
moderation in all things, and lead 
long but uninteresting lives. 
(Next week: Syracuse) 

Harry Bigley and his 4 Escorts, 
with Joyce Martin on the vocals, has 
opened an indefinite engagement at 
the Hotel 7th Avenue, Pittsburgh. 








Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Bob Chester has been served with notice of a suit begun by his Personal 
manager, Arthur Michaud, which seeks to recover a ‘considerable amount’ 
of cash Michaud invested in the band and moneys owed him in commis. 
sions. According to the contract between the two a portion of Chester's 
earnings was supposed to be held in trust for Michaud by the leader, 
Latter claims ke has not received his due and that Chester stil! has not 
returned cash advanced to improve the band. 


Action does not involve a breach of contract. An agreement stil] exists 
between leader and manager, but Michaud has not actively directed the 
band for last couple months. Two severed relations when another man. 
agement agency put its oar into the band’s affairs, offering Chester jn. 
ducements that Michaud would not equal. 


Chester is succeeded at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., tomorrow night 
(Thurs.), by Tony Pastor. 








Artie Shaw’s band is not again breaking up as reported last week. He’s 
taking a vacation the first two weeks of January and, following a string 
of theatre dates, will likely locate at the Sherman hotel, Chicago. Nego- 
tiations are going on, but nothing had been signed. If it goes into the 
Sherman the band will be drawing what’s probably the highest price ever 
paid any band for hotel work anywhere. Shaw would have to get heavy 
sugar to underwrite 32 people in his outfit. Also, if he goes in it will be 
first time he’s located since walking out on his original band at the 
Pennsylvania hotel, N.Y., two years ago. 

Rumors of Shaw’s disbanding arose through his giving tke band four 
weeks’ notice as of Dec. 1. Since the band will be laying off, without pay 
during its leader’s rest, the notice is required by union rules. ; 





Despite the repeated denials of Frederick Bros.’ New York office, which 
was asked about it at the time, Charlie Teagarden's band broke up in the 
midwest several weeks ago. He has since, after a two-week vacation, 
been working out of Chicago on occasional dates at the head of a set band 
normally batonned by someone else. There's a possibility he may rejoin 
the trumpet section of his brother, Jack Teagarden’'s, band, now at the 
Sherman hotel, Chicago. ” 


Charlie Teagarden’s arranger has been trying to peddle the defunct 
band’s library, with no takers so far. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








. _ Glenn Mille........ Bluebird 

1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (8) Feist....... eae! Agape — 
, . {Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

2. Elmer’s Tyne (7) Robbins.............. ) Andrews Sisters...... enen 
{ Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

8. This Love of Mine (9) Embassy......... ) Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
4. You Made Me Love You (10) Broadway. Harry James ..... Columbia 
5. Piano Concerto (14) Maestro............ Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 
Tonight We Love (8) Maestro.......... Tony Martin.......... Decca 
Concerto for Two (4) Shapiro......... Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 

; ‘ See CORO nen cecees Decca 

6. Shepherd Serenade (5) Ma: fair......... } Joheny ae Meses 
9 { Bing Crosby........... Decca 

7. Do You Care? (3) Campbell............ S Biss MOCWR haces .s0ne: Okeh 
, ; { Inkspots .......+se00- Decca 

C. Wares Gh Fre ClT) COTO, cs ccccccceces )' Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
, Andrews Sisters....... Decca 

9. Jealous (4) Mills...........ssesessseeee } Tony ~~ apie tc 


Freddy Martin..... Bluebird 
Bee TOVOGE, cccccss Columbia 
DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


10. Why Don’t We Do This Often? (6) BVC.. 








: : Al DOMMRUS: ..c.cceee. Okeh 
Shrine of St. Cecelia (Braun)............. ane Kave......... Vietor 
: : Charlie Spivak.........Okeh 
(Bloc § 
This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)........ ) Sammy Kaye.. ...... Victor 
: : ae mer Woody Herman....... Decca 
This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick)....... ; Glenn i---..._. Bluebird 
Clementine (GahapirG) cecccccscoccccteceste Bing Crosby.:........ Decca 
; § Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
Moonlight Masquerade (T. B. Harms)....... ) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
, : § Tommy Dorsey.......Victor 
Sinner Kissed Angel (Famous)............. ) Vaughn Monroe... Bluebird 
, : Les Brown............-Okeh 
Tis Autumn (Witmark).......csccseceeeses } Woo ay on gga a 
Ev’rything I Love (Chappell).............. Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 
{ Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 


Bells of San Raquel (Pear)................. ) Claude Thornhill...Columbia 

















Sidney Mills 





AMERICA WILL 


Professional Manager MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


NEVER FORGET... 


WE’LL ALWAYS 
PEARL HARBOR 


The Song the Waves Are Singing Along Hawaiian Shores 
WIRE— WRITE—PHONE FOR MATERIAL 


1619 B’way, New York, N.Y. sii 


WEST COAST OFFICE: 8746 SUNSET BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 


Jack Mills 
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SECOND CHORUS 











‘We did it before and we can do it again and we will do it again. Millions of voices are ringing, 

We know we’re right and we also know that gangsterism has Singing as we march along. 

at got to°go. We did it before and we can do it again and we will do it again, 
We did it before and we can do it again and we will do it again! This country never has lost a war from the days of 


William Penn. 


When we get go-in’ and start to click; 
We did it before, we'll do it again. 


” Si put the ax to the Axis quick. 4 : 
OTHER CHORUSES AND ‘COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL COPIES AVAILABLE 
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Bands-Theatre Biz 


Spotty; Basie 


Weak $25,000, Shaw Neat 246 


0. Tucker OK 426, Krupa Fine 296 


Estimates for This Week 

Count Basie, New York—(Strand; 
2.756; 35-55-75-85-99), with Hattie 
McDaniel on stage and ‘Blues in 
Night’ (WB). Only $25,000 or less 
indicated, weak. Holds over, how- 
ever, because of prior booking com- 
mitments. 


Jimmy Dorsey, Boston—(RKO- 
Boston; 3,200; 30-35-44-55-65). Drew 
very good weekend trade even 


though the opening was a bit off. 
Sockeroo $23,000, with ‘Go West 
Young Lady’ (Col) on screen. 


Duke Ellington, Seattle—(Palomar; 
1,350; 25-35-50-58), not assisted much‘ 
by picture, ‘Moonlight in Hawaii’ 
(U). Fairly good $7,500, but below 
normal for Ellington, 


Gene Krupa, Boston—(Metropoli- 
ton; 4,367; 40-55-75). Spotty biz, af- 
fected by opposition of Jimmy Dor- 
sey at the RKO-Boston, but pointing 
to wham $29,000, despite everything. 
Supported by Tony Martin on stage 
and ‘Appointment for Lave’ (U) on 
screen. 

Teddy Powell, Brooklyn—(Strand; 
2,800; 30-40-50-55), plus ‘Burma Con- 
voy’ (U). Neat $11,500 on four days 
considering poor conditions in this 
sector. o 

Tony Pastor, Newark—(Adams; 
2,000; 25-35-50-60), with “We Go 
Fast’ (20th), aided by extra vaude 
Monday night. Nice $14,000, largely 
due to band. 

Artie Shaw, New York—(State; 
8,450; 28-44-55-755-90-$1.10), with 
‘Shadow of Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Since ‘Thin Man’ did not do 
so well at nearby Capitol’s first-run, 
and currentiy day-and-dating in 
Loew nabes, vast amount of good 
draw shown must be credited to 
Shaw’s band; very good $24,000 or 
near that is indicated on the week. 

Charlie Spivak, 
(Metropolitan; 3,200; 44-55-65), 
helped by Mildred Bailey on stage 
and ‘Great Swindle’ (Mono), Fair 
$6,000 on three days. 

Orrin Tucker, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99), with 
Bonnie Baker, others, on stage, plus 
‘Birth of Blues’ (Par). Combined 
stage bill and picture offsetting cur- 
rent conditions for good but not sock 
$42,000 on first week ended last night 
(Tuesday). Show goes two addi- 
tional stanzas. 


HARRY REINHOLD DIES; 
IN MUSIC BIZ 30 YEARS 


Chicago, Dec. 16. 

Harry Reinhold, 47, in music pub- 
lishing business over 30 years, died 
of coronary thrombosis at his Chi- 
cago home Dec. 15. His last con- 
nection as publisher’s rep was with 
Alger, Yellen & Bornstein. Before 
that he was local manager for 
Broadcast Music, Inc. He had also 
been with Robbins Music Corp., 
ggg & Morris and Irving Berlin, 
ne, 

Widow and stepson survive. 








Providence— | 





’ 


A Tune and a Stamp 


Boston, Dec. 16. 
By depositing a quarter in a 
new-styled juke box recently 
produced by Seeburg, the person 
receives a choice of one of five 
tunes plus a defense stamp. 
One of the boxes has been 
placed in a Boston tavern. 


Quick Switch From New 
To Antiquated Armory 











Hartford, Dec. 16. 

Last minugje switch threw a 
skedded ‘Salute to the Troops’ ball 
from the State Armory to the anti- 
quated Foot Guard Armory Satur- 
day night (13). War regulations 
closed the armory to all but war 
useage last week and deadline switch 
was made. CIO, sponsors of the 
dance, dropped $900 in decorations, 
varnishing and other interior fixings 
when changeover was made. 

An approximate 3,500 persons at- 
tended the affair. Music was by 
Louis Prima and Bunny Berigan 
Dance, in all plus promotion, ticket 
costs, advertising, etc., is estimated 
to have* been about $4,000. CIO is 
believed to have raised about twice 
that sum through ticket sales, dona- 
tions and taxes on members, Sur- 
plus moneys will go to a chaplain’s 
fund for distribution to needy Con- 
necticult troops, 
| 

















1 O.P.M. Orders 


Continued from page 49 











month, 75% next month, and close 
up shop entirely on Feb. 1. 


In addition, the order prohibits use 
of aluminum in any form, effective 
immediately. 


No serious economic consequences 
are expected, the OPM said, since 
most of the manufacturers will be 
able to turn to other products with- 
out difficulty, Defense orders un- 
doubtedly will be forthcoming, so 
the 12,000 persons employed in such 
factories will not suffer, But pooi- 
rooms, nightclubs, beach resorts, etc., 
will have difficulty purchasing re- 
placements or new pocket-pickers 
after the present supply has been 
marketed, it was admitted. 

Crack-down on other coin-oper- 
ated machines, such as those selling 
cigarets and ez2ndy, is foreshadowed 
by the order. 





Ellsworth Funk, trumpet player 
with Bill LeRoy for last 13 years, 
has had to retire on doctor’s orders 
and he’s being replaced in band, 
now at Pines, Pittsburgh, by Ernest 
Pozzi. 








— 


Causes Added Expenses 


_| Debutante 





Band Bookings 


Artie Shaw, Jan. 22, Earle theatre 
Washington, D. C.; 29, RKO theatre, 
Boston. 

Les Brown, Jan. 15-16, U. of Iowa, 
Iowa City; 17, U. of Purdue, Lafay- 
ette, Ind. 

Lou Breese. Jan. 22, Flatbush thea- 
Windsor 











| tre, Brooklyn; 30-Feb. 1, 


theatre, Bronx; Feb. 5, Hipp, Balti- 
more: 12, week, Central theatre, 
| Passaic, N. J 


Ella Fitzgerald, Dec. 24, Aud., Co- 
lumbus, O.: 25, Armory, Cincinnati; 
26, Springhurst C.C., Lexington, Ky.: 
27, Castle B., St. Louis; 28, Paradise 
Amusement Hall, Nashville, Tenn.; 
29, City Aud., Atlanta; 30, Township 
Aud., Columbia, S. C.; 31, Armory, 
Durham, N. C.; Jan. 1, Textile Hall, 
Greenville, S. C.; 2, Aud., Jackson- 
ville, Fla.; 6, City Aud., Waycross, 
Ga.; 7, Booker Aud., Palatka, Ga.; 
8, Windsor C., Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; 
9, Sunshine C., Orlando; 10, Cuban 


C., Tampa; 11, Harlem Square C., 
Miami; 12, Manhattan Casino, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 

Count Basie, Dec. 31, Mechanic’s 
Hall, Boston. 

Will Bradley, Dee. 21, Arena, 
Trenton, N. J. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Dec. 25, Armory, 
Cambridge, Md.; 27, Town Hall, 


Masena, N.Y. 














Campus Prom 


Continued from page 9 ee 


booked for the future. A number of. 
New Year’s Eve opportunities have 
been dropped, too, both club and 
ordinary dance dates. 


Business in New York hotels and 
suburban name band stands was cut 
by war atmosphere. Outlying road- 
houses were almost all clipped 
heavily; especially last Tuesday (9), 
when President Roosevelt's war- 
speech was aired. One spot installed 
a radio on its bandstand, set p.a. sys- 
tem mike in front of it and waiters, 
bandmen, and few customers bent an 
ear. They had nothing else to do. 
| Deb Parties Too 

parties and other 
| private affairs is another class of 
| bookings that has been hard hit by 
| conditions. Normally reaching a 
| peak in December there were an 
jabnormal amount of scheduled hops 
this year, for society bands and name 
outfits alike. Meyer Davis, society 
maestro, reports that he has received 
quite a number of cancellations. So 
have regular booking agencies. 

Jan Savitt had been 
such a date to 
Belleyvue-Stratford hotel, 








signed for 





be played at the) 
Philadel- | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 








Covers Total 


Weeks Past Covérs 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)....,ceeeeee. 10 1,450 18,750 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50).csssoee 9 1,175" 17,175 
Harry James.....Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)...ccccessdeses 13 675 11,050 
Val Olman*...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50). .,cccceceses § 325 575 
Ray Kinney*.,....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..cccecess 89 1,225 47,325 
Glenn Miller.,.,,. Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).ceeceeses 10 1475 21,500 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (400; 75c-$1).csessesses 10 1,150 12.450 


*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw, t 2 days. 





Chicago 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). Brown doing great business 
here, only war news hurt as it did throughout town. Managed 2,300 cus. 
tomers. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; $3-$3.50 min.), 
liams slipped slightly, but headlines were responsible; 3,300 patrons. 

Lou Breese (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). War pressure was strong 
here last week; dipped to 3,000 dine-and-dancers. 

Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). In 
fourth week in this big downstairs spot the Teagarden orchestra came 
through nicely with 2,600 customers. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, 800; $1-$2 min.). Despite 
war Kassel himself is good Chi fav and managed 1,600 patrons last week. 


Wil- 


Los “Angeles 


Blackouts and air raid warnings issued by the Army command played 
havoc with nitery business. The early part of the week was almost a 
total loss, many spots reporting more employees than customers. Several 
places closed down Wednesday and Thursday nights due to negligible 
trade. Business picked up through Saturday (13) and Sunday (14) though 
still around 30% below normal. - 

Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50), Class trade among least af- 
fected though way down at 1,000 covers. 

Jimmy Walsh (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50), Tremendous dro 
to around 2,500 covers from preceding (Carl Ravazza) week’s 6,500. Phi 
Harris bows in Dec, 29. 

Stan Kenton (Palladium: 65c-$1). New band which caught on nicely 
with younger mob dropped around 40% to around 8,500. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c), Came through with 
3,500 payees. 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt; 300; 75c-$1). Down to 500. 

Johnny Richards (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c), Barely 2,500. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,100; $1-$1.25 admission). Only 
orchestra to approach normal weekend business rolled up strong 6,500 on 
week, 


Despite Blackout Warning Fans Crowd 
Garber Seattle Date; Prima Fair 


Prima drew around 3,300 at 68c top} 
fair. 
Alvino Rey (Aragon B., Cleve- 











(Estimates) 
Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., 





| phia, Dec. 27, and when MCA, his | Boston, Dee. 18). Donahue’s con- 
| booking office, got a cancellation it|stant repeater here; drew 1,000 at 


| objected. After an exchange of pros| @5¢-55¢ this time, considered good 
and cons it was finally decided that| 








——— 








SWEET, 


‘TLL NEVER CRY OVER YOU” 


SINGABLE, SWINGABLE, LOVABLE 


‘TLL NEVER CRY OVER YOU” 








the party would be run anyway, but 
instead of being a private affair it is 
| being thrown open to the public and 
proceeds will go to service men’s re- 
lief organizations. 


Atlanta Reaction 
Atlanta, Dee. 16. 

Several local bands have suffered 
setbacks in the first week of war. 
There have been many cancellations 
of dates by club committees 
have decided, instead of hiring bands, 
to turn the money directly over to 
the Red Cress. 

Colleges, which ordinarily bring 
name bands to Atlanta, may not have 
their mid-winter fraternity dances. 
They will give their money to War 
Relief. Booking agencies have neces- 
| sarily suffered and present condi- 
| tions will make a war clause in all 
| contracts advisable. Opinion among 
| the agencies is, however, that this 
| slump in business is only temporary. 
| 








who | 


|for spot. 
| Jam Garber (Trianon B., Seattle, 
/Dec. 10). Notified that In event of 


| blackout spot would be cleaned out, 
11,400 customers still showed up for 
| Garber at $1. Next day (11) band 
pulled another 1,000 at same price 
at Centur B., Tacoma. Jumping to 
Davenport hotel, Spokane (12), band 
|played Early Birds Club hop and 
| grossed $1,000. 

Glen Gray (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Dec. 8-13). Gray 
closed 12-week stay here on a solid 
chord, pulling 16,600 hoofers at $1.45 
|pair. His 12-week total is great 
| 208,300 people for $149,642. 


Dick Jurgens (Aud. Coloma, 
Mich., Dec. 6). Jurgens pulled a 
| healthy 2,310 dancers here at $1.25. 
Two days before he cracked Palace 
theatre, South Bend, Ind., 
his own, incidentally, with a gross 
of $1,585, one day. 








record, | 


theatre, 


| land, Dec. 7). On his way into Dee, 
16 opening at Valley Dale, Colume 
bus, Rey and King Sisters drew ca- 
pacity 1,700 here at $1, 


Jerry Wald-Chick Harrington 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, Deo. 
12-13). Wald’s third consecutive 


weekend here drew okay 1,600 Fri- 
day and fine 2,100 Saturday at 65c- 
155¢c for $960 and $1,260, coupled both 
nights to Chick Harrington, local 
band, 














Dick Kuhn 


and His Orchestra 





| 


The Biggest Little Band 
i 
| 





in Radio 


| 4th Year Hotel Astor 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 














JUST RELEASED—AVAILABLE NOW Louis Prima (Shubert 
ROD-JON MUSIC COMPANY 1808 BROADWAY DETROIT Nan Wynn cut first records for Vie-| New Haven, Conn., Dee. 14), Holi- | Dir.: M.C.A. 
' tor last week. day skopping dented toll here; ' 
i dite ~ ape ———_ 
a — 





























JOE HOWARD, FIRST 
























WORLD-WIDE 
INSPIRATIONAL 
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TO PRESENT AMERICA’S NEW SONG SLOGAN 


“REMEMBER PEARL HARBOR” 


Words and Musie by JOE HOWARD 


Published by JOE HOWARD, 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Copyrighted 1941, All rights reserved, 


























All Material Ready 
SANTLY-JOY-SELECT 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Edgar Leslie’s Writer Compensation 


Scales Up for ASCAP Discussion 





With the Edgar Leslie plan for 


would be determined by the system 
applied to other members. 


igi ASCAP system of Leslie 
revising the would also have a spec! 

4 : “mS E : pecial contingent, 

writer classification receiving in-j; jun as the ‘Founders’ Group,’ 


creasing support from the rank and 


file of member writers, the special 
committee which had been appoint- 
ed to consider this subject entered 
upon its task last week in such 
earnestness as to indicate that the 
project might be completed by 
March 1. The committee in its va- 
rious sessions will take into account 
other systems that have been sgub- 
mitted and the final work is ex- 

cted to be a amalgam of the best 
features of all the plans. 


Leslie’s plan favors the retention 





recognized. These would be those 
members who joined ASCAP be- 
tween 1914 and 1921 and the mem- 
bers of this group would receive 
minimum benefits ranging from 
$4,000 a year down to $150 a year. 
This group would be limited to 97 
members, of which 17% represent 
living members and the remaining 
estate memberships, 


Following tabulation showing what 
each ASCAP writer has received by 
Class from AA down to the Perma- 
nent divisions, through the years, was 
included in data which Leslie sub- 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week Ending Deo, 13) 





Tonight We Love.......Maestro 


Shepherd Serenade......Mayfair 
Chattanooga Choo-Choo.... Feist 
Elmer’s Tune....... ....RObbins 
Rose O’Day...... iaaees Tobias 


This Love of Mine...... Embassy 
White Cliffs of Dover...Shapiro 


Madelaine ............ .. Santly 
Shrine of St. Cecilia...... Braun 
Sinner Kissed an Angel,.Famous 
Concerto for Two....... Shapiro 
By-U-By-O ......... ...Majestic 
World on Fire............Cherio 
Two in Love........ J. Campbell 


Tis Autumn............Witmark 








RECALL ASCAP 











Nothing Wrong With Sheet Music Sales 


ASK O'CONNOR 





Conflicting ‘Dear Moms’ 





Mom’ on a song. 


title and Warners sees no reason 
why it shouldn’t proceed to publish 


of the two numbers widely differ. 
In the Republic version it’s about a 
soldier writing to his mother from 
training camp, while WB's lyric deals 




















Sammy Kaye's Republic Music Co. 
and Warner Bros.’ publishing setup | 
are in conflict over the current use| quickly 
in either instance of the title ‘Dear| from 
Republic thinks | 
that Warners ought to shelve the} 


its own ‘Dear Mom’ since the themes | 


A Few Nippon Defeats Couldn’t Cure 


! 

The sheet music business has al- 
ready felt an unfavorable effect from 
America’s entry into the war. The 
| dip so far has been slight. The 
| music publishing industry is con- 
fident that this situation will pass 
and that as the reports 
the war fronts brighten the 
outlook for the Allies there will be 
a repetition of 1918 experiences and 


the sheet music business will en- 
joy a decided boom. 

Publishers stated Monday (15) 
that the drop in business as re- 


| flected by the orders received that 
| day from retailers was nothing as 
serious as had been anticipated. The 
gloom which spread throughout the 


| 

















of the presen¥ classes in their divi- | inc , with the letter sentiments of a child} Country following the attack on 
dend-paying importance, namely, | mitted along with his plan: evacuee Pearl Harbor and the attending 
AA, A, BB, B, cc, C, C-1, DD, D, 1940 Republi ot to the-etr G0st with | rumor of heavy American naval 
’ ’ . » “Ss > 
1. 2, 3 and 4 (the last to be known | Aa $18,477 reo eee 8740 " + 40 4 _— + lel, losses had been expected to put a 
as the Preparatory Class). No mem- | }\,;'"°": yt 3 EE VIED sates 135 y lu ye pe Gonates we agg lng huge dent into sheet counter re- 
per would be demoted more than |»: ... oe Ee reset oy 20 l Ls Friday (12) ene |ceipts, but information obtained 
one class yearly and no member |‘ ---- - #619 PER AA 4,000 ‘ a Ste : from jobbing houses shows that the 
fs th [Cr ccersereres 8.464 PER A.... #400 Much pressure has been brought . y 
would be promoted more than one } C-1 , coe 9000 , | “seen 700 ; overall decrease in orders amounted 
class yearly, excepting those in class- | DD Cat sol | 100 PER C 850 | to bear on Johnny O'Connor by to around 10%. ; 
es 2,3 and 4. Fora member to re- lag Age “1939 a | fellow ASCAP directors and others XM DIVIDEND With the latest news from all 
tain his curse sseesnpeetion his | AA +++ 16,274 i ba Sues bens 740| within the organization to induce fronts tending to dissipate much of 
’ » domestic dividends from the | - ee ervense < Bae ree 400} ,. 3 ‘ 7 . ‘evi , ’s usi 
yearly domé | BB... wee. WE sockans ‘". qe0| him to reconsider his resignation | the previous week's gloom, the music 
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LET'S PUT THE AXE 10 THE AXIS 


By PAUL MANN, STEPHAN WEISS and LEO CORDAY 


WATCH FOR ABE LYMAN BLUEBIRD RECORD 


All Material Available 


PARAMOUNT MUSIC CORP., 1619 Broadway, NEW YORK 
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World and Associated Libraries 
Seek Flexible Deal With Fox 
While Stations Make Up Minds 


———————————— 


With over 470 stations now holding 
ASCAP contracts, the World Broad- 
easting System and Associated Music 
Publishers, Inc., have evinced to 
Harry Fox, agent and trustee, an in- 
terest in working out a new licens- 
ing contract covering their recorded 
program libraries. These companies 


have found that a substantial num- 
ber of their subscribers have re- 
sumed using the ASCAP repertoire 
but before the transcribers can feed 
all such stations with ASCAP music 
they will have to negotiate a deal 
with Fox that takes into account two 
different classes of subscribers, 
namely, those with blanket ASCAP 
licenses and those which have elected 
the per program arrangement. 
World has already taken a survey 
among its subscribers to determine 
how many of them have either gone 
or propose to go ASCAP and which 
form of license they have selected. 
The replies disclosed that a substan- 
tial number of station’s prefer to ex- 
periment with the per program plan 
even if it does involve lots of extra 
bookkeeping and it might net ASCAP 
more than there would be coming 
to it under the blanket system. 
World doesn’t expect to run into any 
difficulty on commercial transcrip- 
tion placements since its advertiser 
elients can exercise the clause in the 
Government-ASCAP consent decree 
which permits licensing of transcrip- 
tion and performing. rights pointly 
at the source. Under such circum- 
stances World would pay the 8% 
performing fee direct to ASCAP. 
Unlike Associated, World has been 


100% Bothered 





There isn’t any doubt about 
the earnestness of the torch tune 
two NBC, N. Y.,. page boys have 
written and which Dinah Shore 
will introduce for them on a 
Bluebird record. 


It’s titled ‘Mad About Him, Sad 
Without Him, How Can I Be 
Glad Without Him Blues.’ 








recording ASCAP music regularly 
and distributing the transcriptions 
involved to ASGAP-licensed clients 
but under a special contract that it 
worked out with Fox following the 
ASCAP-radio preak last January. 
This special agreement expires Dec. 
31, 1941. The music license for re- 
corded libraries that prevailed prior 
to that date calied for the payment 
of $15 per master and a fee of 25c 
every time a subscriber broadcasts 
an ASCAP tune on a commercial 
program. 





Bregman, Vocco & Conn has ob- 
tained the exclusive rights to all 
compositions turned out’ by Dave 
Rose, musical director of the Don 
Lee Broadcasting System. Publish- 
ing house will release six of Rose’s 
numbers this week. 





Walter Donovan, Famous Music 
Corp., transferred from Chicago of- 
fice to Hollywood, where he will not 
only manage Famous’ office but be 





studio contact. 
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THE PUBLIC PICKS THE HITS / 





| 
the past five years. 


year, 








Lyric by Mack Gordon 





. .- And the Proof Is in the Sales. Statistics show 
that Robbins, Feist and Miller are the most con- 
sistent publishers of hit songs: 


42% average increase in performances during 
20,000,000 records of their songs sold last 
Average annual sale of 2,800,000 copies 


during the past five years. 


Public opinion and not “pressure” 
_ That's why top radio artists safely select songs from 
these catalogs for their programs and recordings. 


(eens - on Ye Mle The 
“ELMER'S TUNE 


by Elmer Albrecht, Sammy Gallop, Dick Jurgens 


Ftd — On Your ld Varad 
CHATTANOOGA CHOO CHOO 





from the 20th Century-Fox Picture, 


silt m Yer hi Pred 
JORANGE BLOSSOM LANE 


by Peter De Rose, Mitchell Parish, Nick Kenny 





produces hits. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Andrew D. Weinberger, attorney for Lincoln Musie Corp., has advised 
20th-Fox that his client will continue to use the words ‘How Green Was 
My Valley’ as the title of song published by Lincoln, Weinberger con- 
tends that Lincoln’s right is legal, and that the use of as the title of a 
book or motion picture does not impair that right. For the purpose of 
goodwill, however, Weinberger states that Lincoln is ‘not inclined to con- 
tinue the tie-in’ with the film and is discontinuing the tie-in statements on 
the song and in its advertising. 

Lincoln will not mention 20th-Fox, or refer to the picture, the author 
or the book. The song title, ‘How Green Was My Valley’ will continue 
to be used, however. Lawyer states that Lincoln had originally received 
permission to make «4 tieup with the film from Hal Horne and that stills 
from the picture were delivered to the pub by Horne, who does special 
exploitation for 20th. 








There has been a repeated report among New York musie publishers 
the last week that Decca Records was contemplating starting another 
record label, to sell for the same 35c price. Deéca emphatically denies 
the rumors, however. Idea seems to be that Decca would shift some of its 
talent on to the new label, splitting up similarities in band or singing 
styles, therefore giving opportunity to double up discing of hit tunes with- 
out running into conflictions. For instance, Woody Herman and Jimmy 
Dorsey, as they are situated now on the same label, would never record 
the same tune. If they were separated it would be easy. 

Decca recently acquired the rights to the Brunswick label, formerly 
used by the American Record Co., now Columbia Records, 


‘Jealous,’ originally published in 1924, is beginning to show signs of a 
sheet music revival as the result of the play that the tune received in 
the Metro production, ‘The Feminine Touch,’ and the recordings of the 
number turned out by the Andrew Sisters, Tony Martin and Alvino Rey. 
Melody of ‘Jealous’ (Mills Music) runs-throughout the Metro film. The 
previous picture which sparked a composition to hit proportions was ‘The 
Great Lie’ (WB). In the latter instance it was Tschaikowsky’s Concerto 
in B Flat. 





The quota of non-ASCAP tunes is also rapidly being whittled down on 
Lucky Strike’s Hit Parade (CBS). Of the 10 current tunes broadcast by 
this program last Saturday night (13) just three are licensed through 
BMI. They were ‘Tonight We Love,’ ‘I Don’t Want to Set the World on 
Fire’ and ‘You and I.’ All three were in the lower rungs of the list, 





While vampin’ ’til ready, because of the ASCAP-radio stymie, Harry 
Link went into the old and very fertile Feist catalog and came up with 
125 old pop tunes which the firm’s general prof. mgr. has rearranged, 
and which are being re-recorded now under 1941 orchestrating technique. 
WDAF, Red affiliate owned by the Kansas City Star, led local stations 
in returning to the ASCAP fold. Manager Dean Fitzer has had ASCAP 
since Dec. 3. KITE stayed ASCAP throughout controversy. Other sta- 
tions are negotiating or perusing contracts preparatory to completing 
arrangements. 


NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
networks—NBC, CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Dec. 8-14), from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 











TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
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Music by Harry Warren 
“Sun Valley Serenade” 














* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP, 
+ Filmusical. 
t Legitimate. 























The Most Timely Song of the Moment 


WE'LL MEET 
AGAIN 


WE’LL MEET AGAIN don’t know where, don’t know when 
But I know WE’LL MEET AGAIN some sunny day, 














Recorded by MITCHELL AYRES, THE CHARIOTEERS, THE 
INKSPOTS, KAY KYSER, GUY LOMBARDO, JACK LEONARD 


Write Phone Wire 
DASH, CONNELLY, INC. 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 


Circle 5-7940 
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A TRULY BEAUTIFUL SONG 
DESTINED TO BE THE NEW 
YEAR'S "AMAPOLA'"' 


FROM ONE 
_ LOVE 
TO ANOTHER 
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LECUONA'S LATEST. SUCCESS. 
GENERALLY CONCEDED TO BE 
HIS BEST 


A GAY 
a 


SARE OT a ch a IS TRSE P26 Wa 


ELAS TCTOE LELN LES E LE FI TE OE TE 


' bo! 
ble 
wii 


a = 


AS CATCHY AND UNFORGET- 
TABLE TUNE AS “EL RANCHO 
GRANDE’ 
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Coast Night Clubs Don't Lose Hope 
For Biz Despite Their Darkest Week 





Los Angeles, Dec. 16. 


Out of the blackest week in the 
history of Coast niteries has come a 
bright note of optimism. Operators 
of the taverns, downtown, in Holly- 
wood and along the fringes have 
picked themselves off the floor after 
a hectic few days and are now pre- 
pared to keep the lights up, come 
what may. And what's more, they’re 
looking forward to the biggest holi- 
day season in years. They cite Lon- 
don as the example; trade there 
boomed after the Nazi bombers high- 
tailed it. 

Blackout orders and rumors of 
blackouts played hob with night 
prowls during last week. Last Wed- 
nesday night (10) the town was 
plunged into stygian darkness by or- 
ders of the Fourth Interceptor Com- 
mand, wing of the Ninth Army Corps 
which has taken over that phase of 
the defense against enemy raiders. 
For three hours the populace, or that 
part of it caught out, groped through 
the black night seeking shelter. The 
niteries were caught unprepared and 
had to shut their doors. One or two 
kept going, being spared from the 
‘lights out’ order by their downstairs 
locations. 


Earl Carroll was forced to cancel 
his Wednesday night show when the 
blackout at 7:30 stranded the chor- 
ines and musicians in their homes. 
Rainchecks were given to 400 patrons 
for any subsequent show, which 
proved to be only one, Saturday 
night. Site closed down for a new 
revue Dec. 26. Spot joined the other 
blackouts when an order came out 
of City Hall for a Thursday night 
practice session. That was enough 


to send everyone scurrying home 
even though late in the day the 
Army stepped in and announced 


there would be no more drills. The 


next blackout order would be the 
McCoy. That gave the bonifaces 
new hope, but by now they had | 


lamp-blacked and curtained their 
windows so as to keep going in any 
eventuality. Opinion seems to be 
pretty general among the operators 
that further blackouts will either be 
of short duration or at rare inter- 
vals. This coast line is well defend- 
ed by an air patrol and any enemy 
bomber in these parts would be 
blasted out of the sky before he got 
within range of the city proper, _ 


Nitery biz is expected to hit a 
sharp upturn before many more 
days, the belief being general that 
once the Yanks get going and the 
home towners get over their jitters 
there will be a steady queue of cus- 
tomers eager for relief from the 
stark radio news and a= session 
around the wassail bow!. 


Spotty Frisco Effect 
San Francisco, Dec. 
Blackout has had spotty eff y 
local niteries. 
Stairway to Stars 
was hard hit. \ 
Okay last week. 


ect on 


for instance. 
but Music Box did 


T00-OBLIGING CAFES 
FIND IT DOESN’T PAY 


Detroit, Dec. 16 
Tavern keepers here. keeping lotsa 
cash on hand to handle checks of 
defense workers, are going to let the 
banks come back in the picture. Too 
Many of the 


nitery and other onera- 


tors ars being held up. 

A week ago, Dave Saks, proprietor 
of Saks Showbar, was nicked for 
$1,000 and assaulted by stickup art- 
ists who waylaid him for the day’s 
receipts. Newest one to be knocked 


off was Frank Hojnacki, who was 
blackjacked and robbed of $1,200. 

2 In many spots around town, par- 
Cularly in locations near the big 


defense Plants, the tavern men had 
been 


Plenty 


Paydays. The hoodlums 


the workers £0 back to the banks. 


a 


Call Off Jones Sales 


Chicago, Dec. 16. 





E. Lawrence Phillips was almost | 


ad to sell his Johnny J. Jones car- 
A 
fleld, but after the deal was okayed 
and contracts drawn up, Phillips 


chilled on the idea and the takeover 


Was called off 


in the habit of bringing in | 
of cash to handle checks on | 
got wise | 
and the practice here will be to let | 


al to the Amusement Corp. of | 
merica, the big four of the carny | 


NEW ICE AND ROLLER 





Chester Hale, who produced the 
current 1942 edition, has been signed 
to handle the 1948 ‘Ice-Capades’ 
also. New show is scheduled to 
start rolling on the Coast around 
May 1. 

‘Roller Follies,’ revue on roller- 
skates, now being produced by Fan- 
chon & Marco, opens in Baltimore 
Jan, 7, plays Cleveland Jan. 18-23, 
with Columbus, O., immediately fol- 
lowing, then heads south for Mem- 
phis, Shreveport, New Orleans and 
Houston. Spring tour will include 
Pittsburgh, Washington, Boston, 
Providence, New Haven. 


AGVA to Hold 
Griffin Inquiry 








The national board of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists has set 
next Monday (22) for a hearing and 
final disposition of charges levelled 
against national executive secretary 
Gerald Griffin. Matter centers 
his alleged unbecoming conduct at a 
|party tossed last September 





| latter’s new music publishing offices 
jin New York. 

Griffin and one of his brothers, 
| Alexis, became involved in a brawl 
ithat evolved from a verbal exchange 
with Harry Goodman, of the Regent 
Music Co. and brother of bandleader 
Benny Goodman. Sundry persons, 
including Dorsey and Frank Sinatra, 
Dorsey vocalist, were claimed to 
have thrown punches at both the 
Griffins in the running fight that ex- 
tended into the street in front of the 
Broadway building housing Dorsey’s 
Embassy music publishing outfit. 


Monday (15), telegrams were sent 
to Dorsey, Sinatra and Edythe 
Wright, with the band, asking them 





sions of the affair. Dorsey’s band is 
currently on the Coast working for 
Metro in ‘I'll Take Manila,’ musical 
|film starring Eleanor Powell. Other 
| witnesses are being invited to testify 
| personally. 


Griffin is said to have lined up 
| several character witnesses in’ his 
'own behalf, including Dave Fergu- 
son. of the Jewish Theatrical Guild, 


and Rabbi Felchin. 


SKATING SHOWS SET: 


Next Monday 


on | 


by | 
Tommy Dorsey on the opening of the | 


to forward depositions on their ver- |} 
+. | 


PHILLY CAFES MOAN 


The War, Kmas Among Factors to 
Hit Business 








Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

Between the war and the strict 
curfew in these parts, they may as 
well drape Philly’s nitery belt in 
orepe. 

The run-of-the-mill customers are 
staying home listening to the radio 
and reading the war news. The once 
high-spending execs are working 
seven days a week in local defense 
plants and are too tired or too busy 
to hit the high spots. 

Added to the grief is the usual 
pre-Xmas letdown on night club biz. 


PUSH BOOKING 
LAW DRIVE 
IN PA. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 16. 

The State yesterday (Monday) be- 
gan intensive enforcement of 
booking agency law—almost 
months after its enactment. 

Up until yesterday, the law, with 
all its stringent provisions to curb 
chiseling, was on the books—but that 
was all. As far as could be learned 
only one or two agents were 
brought into the office and put on 
the carpet for chiseling, but none 
was taken to court. 

But that’s all over, according to 
William R. Douglas, State director of 
the Bureau of Private Employment 
Agencies, From now on, the 10%-ers 
will have to toe the mark, or else. 

On Friday booking offices received 
|a warning letter stating that ‘all pro- 
visions of the employment agency 
law, Act 261 (July 31, 1941) will be 
enforced on and after Dec. 15.’ 


‘HAVANA CASINO SHOW 








five 








Yvonne Bouvier, French songstress, 
who was scheduled to open at the 
| Gran Casino Nacional, Havana, re- 
| ceived notice of cancellation, just as 
| she was set to sail, due to war. Yel- 


‘low peril also caused postponement | 
of the Casino opening. Chester Hale | 


|had his show all set, including 12 


| girls. 
Mile. Bouvier debuts at Ben 
Marden’s Riviera tomorrow (Thurs- 


day), booked by William Kent. 





~Aerialist Held in Car Death 
Buffalo, Dec. 16 
Nicholas Shermet, 25, trapeze per- 


| former, is under arrest here chargéd | 


with criminal negligence in connec- 


tion with the death here of Joseph 


Slipko 
Shermet’s 
operated by the former. 


car collided with one 


its | 


STALLED BY THE WAR: 





JERRY ROSS NAMED 





Seattle, Dec. 16. 
Jerry Ross, vet Seattle emcee, has 
_been elected president of the new 





|Seattle local of American Guild of | 


| Variety Artists. Vince Silk, national 
| representative, was here from the 
Frisco local, of which he’s exec sec, 
the past two weeks to perfect or- 
ganization. A few years ago the 
| American Federation of Actors at- 
| tempted a local here, but it flickered 
out. 

Duke Westcott, actor and former 
booker, is business agent. Other of- 
ficers: Jud McCoy, v.p.; Lou Bol- 
gard, corresponding sec., and George 
Peckman, treasurer, 


Jap Juggler 
Cleared By 
Albany FBI 


Albany, Dec. 16. 
Jimmy Yamka, a Japanese juggler 
|in this country 40 of his 48 years, 
was located by Albany police in a 
| local hotel and his name reported 
to the FBI here. Later the FBI an- 








nounced it was not interested in 
Yamka. 
Yamka, a performer in a local 


night club prior to the outbreak of 
|war between the U.S. and Japan 
lhas done a juggling act in circuses, 
| vaudeville, ete., throughout the US. 
fand Canada. 

He told newspapermen he h@# 
long wanted to become an American 
| citizen but U.S. laws don’t permit an 

Oriental to acquire’ citizenship. 
Yamka expressed hope for a US. 
victory. He will retire from show 
business until the war is ended. 





Toy & Wing 
Toy and Wing, Oriental dance 
team currently at the Beachcomber, 
| N.Y., nitery, leave shortly for the 


| Coast where they will play the Am- | 


bassador, Los Angeles. They are | 
{husband and wife. 

Both, second-generation Ameri- 
cans, have experienced little diffi- | 
| culty because of Jap-U.S. war. Paul 
Wing is Chinese. 

No Jap Demonstration 
Reading, Pa., Dec. 16 


The Hasi and Osai troupe, Japan- 
tumblers and jugglers, filled a 
(Continued on page 56) 
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Jabin Sues Nat'l AGVA for $10,000, 
Citing Ouster by Griffin 


| Cleveland, Dec. 16. 


Breach of contract suit was filed 


SEATTLE AGVA CHIEF against the National American Guild 


,of Variety Artists yesterday (Mon- 
| day) by Stanley Jabin, deposed 
chairman of the Cleveland local’s 


| board, who was cited last week by 
|Gerald Griffin, national executive 
for running an ‘illegal’ 


| secretary, 


| nitery in union’s headquarters for 
|‘personal gain.’ Jabin is suing for 


; $10,000 damages, claiming personal 
iloss of that amount due to Griffin’s 
| edict that the local AGVA must 
'move out of clubrooms Jabin leased 
for the organization. 

Adjoining barroom operated by 
Jabin ‘tc cover club’s overhead’ was 
shuttered last week as result of Grif- 
fin’s investigation and unfavorable 
publicity caused by several police 
raids for after curfew liquor sales. 
| National secretary’s orders forced 
the Cleveland branch to break one- 
|year sublease contract, Jabin con- 
tends. Contract has eight months to 
go and plaintiff is demanding $10,000 
to -cover cost of remodeling club- 
rooms and liability on lease he holds. 

Although concurring with Griffin 
in getting ready to move into new 
‘downtown office, AGVA’s local mem- 
| bers defied him last week, voting to 
| retain Jabin as board chairman. 
Now they are waiting for New York 
executive board to make next move. 

Jabin has said he may file a 
separate suit later this week against 
Griffin. 








Josephson Unable to Bar 
St. Louis Namesake of His 


Cafe Society Clubs in N.Y. 


St, Louis, Dec. 16. 
| A nitery featuring Negro enter- 
tainers, booked from New York for 
Negro - customers exclusively, has 
| been opened here. It’s the first of its 
kind in the burg. Tagged Cafe So- 
ciety, the nitery is located in the 
West End hotel, once a fashionable 
family hotel for whites. James Ca- 
ruth is the owner-manager of the 
new undertaking and books his tal- 
ent from Joe Glaser in New York. 
Presence of Cafe Society is op- 
posish to the Midtown Club Planta- 
tion, where an all-Negro floor show 
is presented for white customers 
only. 











| Tag Registered in Nine States 
Barney Josephson, owner of New 


York’s Cafe Society and Cafe So- 
| ciety Uptown, said Monday (15) that 
he had the tag registered in nine 
i states but that Missour wasn't one of 

them. He has made efforts to stop 
| use of the label in those state vhere 

it was registered and recently filed a 

suit against Cafe Society in Holly- 
| wood, Joint shuttered, |} ever, be- 

fore suit came to trial Josephson 
intended to open a branch of. his 

Manhattan spots in the film capital, 

but has given it up with the U. S. 


involvement in the war and black- 
on the Coast. 


‘ 
OULS 


The Cafe Society situation recalls 
that a wave of Beachcombers, from 
N. Y. to the Coast, was the esult of 
the ‘original’ Beachcomber openi 

Hollywood a couple of ye ago 


Free Feed for Soldiers 
At Xmas by Hub Niteries 








LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Pl. 











| Fesux 


Dec. 16 

I ent n 
y) } - 
to - 
ners under a plan ponsored by 
George Clarke, 30ston Record 
columnist. In addition. hotels to 
small restaurants have offered to co- 
operate, plus individuals willing to 
take one or more into their homes 
for a repast, for a total of over 4,000 
soldiers 

Free Feed, Free Show 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 16. 

There'll be a double payoff for 
kindness to service men in Western 
Massachusetts this Christmas. Nae 
than E. Goldstein, president of the 
17-house Western Massachusetts, 
Inc., chain, has issued orders that 
any person or family who invites a 
service man for Christmas dinner 
will be his holiday »est at any one 
of the houses. 
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Night Club Reviews 








BOWMAN ROOM, N. Y. 


HOTEL BILTMORE 


Val Olman Orch (12) with Jean 
Blair; Heasley Twins, Hazel Frank- 
lin, Maureen Holmes, Four De-Icers; 
$1-$1.50 cover. 








Perhaps the trade that frequents 
the Biltmore’s Bowman Room 
doesn’t care for action of any kind. 
Perhaps it prefers instead to sit back 
and watch an ice show—such as this 
- beautifully costumed, well peopled 
and slowly enacted, with never the 
thought of possibly having to duck 
a flying skater a bit off in timing. If 
that’s the desire of Biltmore clien- 
tele, current show, headed by the 
photogenic Heasley Twins, will be 
resounding click and go a long way 
toward taking this restful room out 
of the doldrums in which it has been 
with name bands. 

Conceived and staged by Billy 
Daniels, costumes designed by Felite 
and executed by Mahieu, layout is 
based on a story told in pantomime. 
Maureen Holmes’ fair vocals set the 
scenes. It’s a slow 35 minutes, filled 
with eye appeal supplied by four 
Broadway showgirls-turned-skaters 
nd the charm of blonde, petite 

azel Franklin, lead ice artist op- 
posite the Heasleys. Fact that the 
show’s producers selected four tyro 
skaters for its line due to their s.a. 
is a tipoff on how much blade zip 
was actually intended for the layout. 
Quartet interpret a group of ex- 
tremely simple routines, yet it’s 
obvious in many instances that 
they've had comparatively little 
blade training. 

Miss Franklin makes an appear- 
ance in keeping with the charm 
formula, and in several spots indi- 
gates that she really can turn on 
some difficult stunts. But most of 
the time she’s confined to sweeps 
around the tank, winding up in fast 
spins. The Heasleys are the main 
entertainment from the point of 
ability. They rip off some smooth, 
and apparently extensively re- 
hearsed, unison routines that make 
them stand out sharply above all the 
S.a. incorporated in the production. 

It’s fine divertissement from a 
viewpoint of actionless splendor, but 
anyone looking for the tricks and 
flash expected of a floor show on ice 
will be left as cold as the latter. Val 
Olman’s band plays the simple show 
neatly and puts out an okay beat for 
dancing. Jean Blair, band vocalist, 
is okay. Wood. 


* 





— 


EL CHICO, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 11. 
Mario Orch (6), Sammy Walsh, 
Dolores Gaylord, Hal Menkan; $1.50- 
$2 minimum. * 








Obviously realizing that conga- 
rhumba craze, hereabouts at any 
rate, is petering out, El Chico’s Joe 
Sala has switched completely to 
American-style entertainment, 
taining only slight semblance of 
original policy, and that in his dance 
music. Even in this department, 
emphasis is slight and sets are now 
about 3 to 1, with the rhumba on the 
short end. Six months ago, it was 
just the opposite here but for one 
reason or another, loca] tastes have 
shifted suddenly, and Sala, after 
dropping plenty in his feeling that 
the deflection was only temporary, 
has finally gone all the way ‘round. 

Anyway, he seems to have picked 
the right guy in Sammy Walsh to 
get ’em coming again. Walsh has 
been a fave in these parts ever since 
he first hit town at the old Villa 
Royale almost a decade ago, and 
since then he’s cemented his local 
following in such alien ports as 
Miami, Hollywood and New York. 


; Guy’s a clever comic, somewhat in 
ithe casual manner of Frank Fay, 
| with a touch of Joe E. Lewis, and 
i has a sock sense of satire. Also has 

a quick tongue and is a crack 
| adlibber, 

Walsh is practically the whole 
show at El Chico and nobody will 
complain about that. He’s on prac- 
tically all of the time, doing what 
almost amounts te an act every time 
he introduces another act, and then 
spending half an hour or more on 
the floor for his own specialty. He's 
especially strong on his comedy song 
material, ‘Mrs. Pinffington’s Tea,’ a 
lament of a guy who pulls faux pas 
at a society affair, and ‘I’m Breaking 
My Back Making a Buck for Beck's,’ 
the wail of a clerk at one of Beck’s 
shoe stores (the outfit should put 
him on a regular salary for adver- 
tising). In addition, he does a take- 
off on those band glee clubs (wears 
a long white garage attendant’s coat 
on the back of which is printed 
‘Sammy Walsh’s Fashtinkina Glee 
Club’ that’s a riot, using several 
members of the band and a deadpan 
bus boy. Also does a burlesque of 
Benny Goodman in which he has to 
borrow a pair of specs to look the 
part, and then can’t see a thing. 
Material’s all in the groove and he’s 
a cinch for the spots where they’re 
hep. 

Only two other turns in the show, 
Dolores Gaylor, throaty singer with 
a nice torch style but with gowning 
and a hair-do that don’t fit her at 
all, and Hal Menkan, hoofer who 
uses a miniature stairway to which 
are attached trap-drum fixtures that 
he taps on. It’s a good novelty. 
Mario orch, brought into El Chico 
specifically for its rhumba music, 
has made the changeover to waltzes 
and fextrots with ease, and for a 


small outfit (six pieces) makes 
plenty of music. What’s more, it’s 
good music. Cohen. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 








ithe clicks 
T - 
ae their 


Three Radio Aces, Josephine 


Sacassas Rhumba Orch (8), 
Dinners $1.50 up; minimum $1.50 
week days, $2 Saturdays. 
Well-balanced talent lineup is on 
tap at the Bali this week with 


Latin and gringo style of entertain- 
ment. 


In keeping with the tropical decor 
the Bali offers Josephine Delmar, a 
hip-weaving, torse-shaking Latin 
looker who warbles torrid south-of- 
the-border ditties to the accompani- 
ment of the zingy rhumba crew 
batoned by Sacassas, Miss Delmar’s 
husband. Gal was with ‘Meet the 
People’ until it folded. 


Heading the Yankee contingent are 
Three Radio Aces, who are repeating 
they registered during 
last stand here about eight 
months ago. The trio have an al- 
most endless repertoire of novelty 
ditties chockful of clever lyrics. 
Boys also have excellent voices as 
well as wise showmanship. 

Lee Noble, magician, is long on 
talent but short on salesmanship. 
Bag of tricks which he delivers with 
dispatch falls cold on his audience 


mumbles into the mike, making 
impossible for the pewholders 
know what he’s trying to do. A few 
lessons on mike technique would 
help. The magi also doubles as m.c. 
for this show, a stint he’s not cut out 
for. 

Pierre and Renee have a spectacu- 
lar ballroom routine with bewilder- 
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HAM NEW YORK 


because of his failure to provide | 


ing spins and turns. They snared 
plenty of palm-thumping. 

Bali-lovelies, the spot’s standard 
line, have a few new faces in their 
ranks. The gals are fine dancers as 
well as being lookers in the bargain. 
They’re nicely costumed and rou- 
tined. 

Allen Fielding’s crew shares the 
bandstand with Sacassas and does an 
excellent job on standard swing 
rhythms. 

House was about half-filled when 
caught. (Friday midnight.) Shal, 


LA CONGA, N. Y. 


Emile Boreo, Tana, Carlos & 
Carita, Gil Johnson, Las Congettes 
(6), Noro Morales Orch (7), Jack 
Harris Orch (9); $1.25 dinner, $2 
supper minimum after 10 p.m., $2.50 
Saturday and holidays. 





New Jack Harris show is geared 





| Dramatization of 





7 ¢, Lee Noble, | Spain,’ 
Delmar, Pherve & Reset, Ze — | elaborate plumage headdress for the 


Fielding Orch (8), Bali-lovelies (8); | second turn. 


] 


| 


} 
i 
| 


for general appea!, with Emile Bo- 


rating a nod from the cognoscenti. 
Eccentric song stylist impresses as 
ever with showmanly routines. 
‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris,’ also in French, with excerpts 
from ‘Madelon’ interwoven, may not 
be class, but carries a terrific wallop 
with nitery audiences. He's got a 
good novelty in ‘The Way I Wear 
My Hat,’ and bowed off to thunder- 
ous applause with ‘Wooden Soldier,’ 
effective and a nostalgic touch from 
the lush days of the ‘Chauve Souris.’ 

Show is generally well paced, 
nicely balanced and attractively cos- 
tumed, with the Harris band func- 
tioning smoothly in all departments 
and the Novo Morales aggregation 
providing hotcha rhumba interludes. 

Tony Lane, who m. c.d in absence 
of Harris at show cauzht, also vocals 
adequately. Gil Johnson (New Acts), 
who has appeared it musicals, is a 


topnotch tapper with distinctive 
style. Also clicking in the dance de- 
partment are Carlos and Carita 


(New Acts), nifty Latin hoofers. 
Tana (New Acts) flamenco dancer- 
songstress, aiso does well. 
Ensemble of six girls, Las Con- 
gettes, in and out with neat Svanish 
and Latin-American routines, scores 


on looks and costuming. They're 
gowned in lace outfits with black 
mantiilas for number dubbed ‘In 

and peacock blve_ with 


Boreo leaves the show around 
Dec. 20 for Miami, where he’s to ap- 
pear in Emile ‘Casanova’ Boreo’s 
Room for Lou Walters. Movi. 


honors equally divided between the | Pan-Americen Room, Chi 


(HOTEL L2SALLE) 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Eddie Fritz Ambassadors (4) and 
Conchita. 





but its efforts have remained futile. 
It all adds up to a lack of showman- 
ship. 

Eddie Fritz foursome, recently 
closed at the Hotel Sherman Dome, 
tops here. In the Dome, the Fritz 
outfit was corn and comedy. Here, 
it has rhumbas and tangos. 





| 


| 
| 


proper atmosphere and buildup. He | ro 


| 


lit, playing 


Foursome does everything asked of 
topical-type tunes well 
and making good appearance. Con- 
chita sings South American and Cu- 
ban songs and, all in all, the little 
group does itself proud 


reo’s Frenchy version of ‘Oh, Johnny’ | 








| back, and half a hundred years back. 





| 


| 








The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
other than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book. 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Dec. 16, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


The show this week is good, but not great. There have been far more 
impressive booking assemblages here almost every week this season. 

Singer's Midgets, one of the wonder turns of vaudeville history, held up 
admirably to close the first siesta. This drawing card, which had to whale 
away season after season over the minor circuits of the West before a big 
time recognition came, is the result not only of a novelty line of entertain. 
ment, but of a vigilant and vigorous progressiveness which keeps the 
kaleidoscopic scenes and bits fresh and exhilarating. Nobody ever saw 
this act twice and saw the entirely same act. 

Many of the wee foi.. are artists and all are endearing dolls. The little 
prima donna has all the importance that Fritzi Scheff, plus Mary Garden 
ever had, except the inches. The strutting leading man takes his 3% hat 
off to nobody. The tiny strong man would challenge Dempsey and expect 
to win. No ‘freak’ temperament here: it is all grown up and ambitious. in 
miniature. The showing was a riot from start to curtain. 

Margaret Young scored a success and was plugged into an annoyance. 
Whether it was gratuitous or designed, it was palpable and shameless, 
Miss Young had done her star stuff and she had received fully as much as 
her work and popularity warranted, when an incessant handclapping, fol- 
lowing her singing of a published number, kept up and kept up until she 
seng another song, and even then an attempt was made to further disturb 
the order. Miss Young need feel no gratitude to those who helped her 
‘stop the show.’ It hurt her, and she should not tolerate it again. She 
sang her chorus girl epic effectively, and worked her songs in smooth 
fashion. The pernicious claquing alone clouded her meritorious effort. 

Frank Wilcox, in his populous sketch, ‘Sh-h,’ probably looked to the 
Palace as.the high spot in his vaudeville career. It is doubtful whether 
the farce was originally designed for such lofty planes. It is a small-time 
in-and-out-of-doors variant of the pop ‘bedroom’ plot of half a dozen years 
It was miserably staged, a backing 
of a practical door being set back of the regular Palace indoor set, failing 
to match the rest and all doors failing to work with that reality and plausi- 
bility which door-slamming hokum demands, It went on at 8:20 and two- 
thirds of it was lost to the incomers. Toward the end there was a reason- 
able percentage of sitters and the act got a sportsmanlike chance. It 
qualified as a fair No. 3 turn. 

James Watts (New Acts) opened intermission, changing places with Eva 
Shirley & Co. (New Acts), which followed. Both acts hit. Ben Welch 
got a roaring reception when he entered, supported on the arm of Frank P. 
Murphy. here was no plea for sympathy in gesture or word throughout 
—as little as possible was made of the pitiful necessities for the game 
comedian’s human crutch and his working on a bench, where Murphy 
tenderly seated him. There was some two-talk, after which Murphy made 
exit and Welch whanged away at the monolog range which had for years 
been identified with him and with Joe. The natural laughs soon mounted 
above the tragedy, and the laughs were solid and big. Murphy returned 
and two choruses closed the turn, and Welch was led off to a crash of 
applause. He came back for one unsteady moment to thank his supporters. 
The whole world reacts to courage. In the amazing instance of Welch it 
rises to heroism. 

Four American Aces opened with stellar casting, far too early to be seen 
by a handful even. Greenlee & Drayton, blackface singers and dancers, 





Hotel LaSalle for years tried to do | suffered from the same ailment. Luster Bros., in extraordinary contor- 
something with this basement room, | tions, novelty steps and twists and stunts on high and low perches, held in 














a ‘najority to close and lived to hear some applause. Lait. 
, | k periods. His last stage appearance 
ranac e was with the vaudeville act, ‘Mid: 
sY ’ 
By Happy Benway shipman., 
Peggy McCarthy, who has seen 
X too much bed routine, awarded 15 
Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 16. . aes: , : 
: : minutes exercise daily. 
Al Reynolds, M-G scripter from Lee Klimic took the  phrenic- 
Hollywood, is a newcomer at the | nerve operation with a laugh and 
| yr Ps » : han ic 9 , : 
| Will Rogers. He likes this 20-below | js doing nicely with mild exercise. 


But the room itself is likely to go | 


the way of other LaSalle rooms. For- 
merly known as the Blue Fountain 
m, because of the fountain in the 


some South American murals. 
and there, there are some 
leaves. 

For the rest, there are some side 


palm 


rooms, called the Peru Room, the 
Colombia Room, etc. There 
small dance floor in the center 


hidden, along with the band, by the 
aforementioned bamboo, palm and 





the four big columns which hold up 
ithe building. On the far side there 
is an oval bar, which, by far, is the 
most inviting item in the room. 
Gold. 














| | Jap Juggler 


~~ ontinued from page 55 








date at the Capitol theatre here, one 
of eight acts on a stage program cov- 
ering the Thursday to Saturday (11- 
13) period. 

The word ‘Japanese’ was not used 
in the house advertisements and the 
spectators made no demonstration. 





Forced to Close in Atlanta 
Atlanta, Dec. 16. 

Sada Yoshinuma, Japanese pro- 
prietor of Wisteria Gardens, dine- 
dancer, closed his establishment last 
week (7), shortly after Atlanta re- 
ceived news of the Jap attack on 
Hawaii. 

Sunday diners hurriedly finished 
their meals and quietly made their 
exits. Prospective patrons were 
turned away by a ‘closed today’ sign 
on the door. Yoshinuma said he 
thought it advisable to close to pre- 
vent any possible demonstrations. 





‘ine . 
weather, |} Jerry Sager knocked off tie first 
| 


Toody Emerson back to the lodge | prize during the monthly bridge con- 


from the general hospital after lick- | test at the lodge. 


| 


| operation, 


| 


| 





it | center, it is now the Pan-American | €Tation, 
tO| Room with some bambvo poles, the | 
waitresses in Mexican costumes and| Rogers, has taken up needlework for 
Here! a hobby. 


is a| downtown doing Christmas shopping. 





ing *he second stage of that rib op-| Dr. Samuel Spitter, Rogers house 
medico, leaves the san, having ac- 
cepted an appointment to do surgery 
in a New York hospital. The gang 
will miss him. 

Ten inches of snow and 20-below 
here, so Mrs. William Morris is pack- 
ing up Camp Intermission to spend 
the holidays in New York with her 
children, Ruth and Bill, Jr. 

(Write to those who are ill). 


Harry Martin, doing nicely at the 


Lou Betts has mastered a major 


Walter (Loew’s) Conley seen 


John (legit) Eaton is doing okay 
and writing a novel between rest 














NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


presents the 


DEEP RIVER BOYS 


Heading Their Own All Sepia Revue with 
35 Artists and Fess Williams Basin Street Orchestra 
Produced by HARRY A. GOURFAIN 
WEEK STARTING JANUARY 1, EMPIRE, SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
JANUARY 9TH, PARADISE THEATRE, DETROIT, MICH. 
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HAROLD BARNES 


— AND HIS WiRE — 
HELD OVER 2ND WEEK 


ROXY, NEW YORK 


Thanks JESSE KAYE — FANCHON & MARCO 
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Capitol Music Hall Is | : “ 
New Aets New Albany Nitery Unit Reviews 
A Albany, Dec. 16. 
ANDRE BODO-CHAS. INWALD TANA The Capitol Music Hall in the for- 


Violin, Piano 
El Morocco, N. ¥. 

Nicest thing about El Morocco 
these days are Andre Bodo and 
Charles Inwald, suave and svelte 
yiolin-piano combo holding forth in 
the adjacent Champagne Room. Like 
the Stork’s Cub Room, the Cham- 
pagne Room is the hideaway boite— 
assuming anybody can do a hideaway 
in any popular joint—but instead of 
the gin-rummy dept., as is the Stork’s 
custom, this Continental instrumental 
combo is the prime attraction at El 


Morocco. 
Bodo is one of the most fetching 
violinists extant, and pianist Inwald 
has a fund of memory for almest any 
request. Emphasis is on nostalgia, 
yesteryear Viennese excerpts, Ro- 
manian gypsy stuff and the like. The 
room is a counterpart of the 
Scheherazade-Casanova motif (pre- 
Vichyoisse Paris version), and while 
wine isn’t ‘obligatoire,’ as was an old 
French custom in that w.k. gyppery, 
the atmosphere is just a natural shill 
for the wine steward. Apart from 
the atmospheric boite, Bodo and In- 
wald can take their violin-piano- 
loging into any intime cafe of this 
calibre and wham ’em. Abel. 


CHESTER DOLPHIN 

Juggler, Balancer 

8 Mins, 

Strand, Brooklyn. ; , 

Although indicating by his polished 
turn that he’s been around for some 
time, this unusual juggler is not in 
the ‘Variety’ files. Chester Dolphin 
goes from the standard balancing and 
juggling of a rubber ball on the end 
of a stick to a climax which has him 
balancing himself on a large ball 
while he twirls hoops on both arms 
and legs. He adds a neat encore in 
which he picks up a filled wineglass 
while standing on his hands with a 
bottle balanced on the back of his 
head. Manages to sip the liquid as 
he slips the bottle back to the front 
of his skull without touching either 
it or the glass with his hands. 

One of his tricks is the familiar 
walkdown off a pile of wooden 
blocks, only he does it while balanc- 
ing several gadgets on his head and 
mouth. He’s a neat novelty for vaude 
and niteries. Wear. 


CARLOS & CARITA 
Dancers 

5 Mins. 

La Conga, N. ¥. 

Pair of cute-looking youngsters, 
boy and girl combo has plenty to 
offer in the way of Latin terping. 
Dish congarhumba routines in socko 
style and wind up with a nifty hip 
and shoulder movement that lands 
*em on their knees shooting dice. 

Wear short pink ruffled jackets, 
with other typical S. A. costuming 
to match. Both are petite, smart and 
a good bet for the nitery trade. | 

Mort. 


GIL JOHNSON 
Dancing 
6 Mins. 
La Conga, N. ¥. 

Gil Johnson has developed a clever 
style in tap and acro hoofing which 
rates attention for cabaret and pic- 
ture house bookings. Attired in 
rest, cream-colored dress jacket and 

lack trousers, he carries a cane 
while stepping. 

aoe with bells and flying whirls 
off the floor register solidly. Cart- 
wheels on one hand serve as a 
strong climaxer. Mori. 





Songs and Dancing 
6 Mins, 


La Conga, N. Y. 

Lithe, blonde Spanish girl im- 
presses favorably with both vocal 
and hoofing chores. Voice is well 
suited for room of this type, with 
the Spanish idea carried through 
aeewveny in songs and dance num- 
er. 

She carries a guitar for self- 
accompaniment on vocals. Opens 
with number called ‘Chic-a-Chic,’ 
which listens well, calls for cymbals 
for a tune entitled ‘Yana Toquero’ 
(‘I Don’t Love You Any More’), then 
goes into her Spanish dance routine. 

ori. 





VOGUE BALLET (10) 
Dancing 
Latin Quarter, Beston 

This new troupe, featuring Jerry 
Andrews and Erna Carise, supplants 
the usual line of girls here and for 
that ye the ballet dancers 
eculd used to good advantage in 
many a smart club eslewhere in the 
country. The act is entirely divert- 
ing, picturesque anc altogether im- 
pressive in the costume department. 
Andrews introduces the opening 
number by bringing on eight differ- 
ent girls, in striking costumes, and 
then Miss Carise solos a semi-sexy 
song before dancing a ballet-adagio 
specialty with Andrews. All cos- 
tumes are different, and the chorus 
come in in varying ballet moods. 
Entire act is routined smoothly and 
run off with a feeling for showman- 
ship. Andrews was formerly with 
the Music Hall in New York, and 
Miss Carise is a former European 
dancer. 

Later in the show, the Vogue 
troupe does ‘Shadows in the Dark,’ 
with the girls dressed in black-and- 
white costumes, and their other 
colorful presentation is a Continental 
polka, with Andrews taking brief 
specialties with all the girls, in turn. 

Fox. 


DONNA DAE 
Songs 

5 Mins. 

Murray Reom, N, Y. 

Pert youngster with Fred Waring’s 
band doubles into this spot after mid- 
night with object of helping friend 
Ruth Lowe’s nitery get started. 

Auburn songstress is strong on 
looks, handles vocals nicely and im- 
presses as a good bet for the cafes. 
She sang ‘Livin’ Lovin’ Laughin*’ 
and ‘Hey Brother,’ but could do 
better with more appropriate se- 
lections. 

Accompanied at the piano by Russ 
Black, from Four Squires. fori. 





Poodles’ Operation 


Albany, N. Y., Dec. 16. 








Poodles Hanneford, famous circus 
rider and clown, was reported re-| 
covering in Albany Hospital from a| 
minor operation, nature undisclosed, 
performed last week after he was 
brought down from his home at 
Kattskill Bay, Lake George. The 
Hanneford Family, consisting of 
Poodles, his mother, wife and daugh- 
ter, were imported from England by 
the late John Ringling. 

The group has played with all) 
the big tops, including Ringling, 
Sells-Floto, Hagenback-Wallace and 
Barnes. Recently they finished a 
tour of state fairs. 
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mer Capito] theatre building, will 
open Christmas night with the Will 
Hudson-Eddie DeLange orchestra 
and a revue produced by Bobby 
Sanford. Latter is president of the 
Cue Music Co., incorporated several 
months ago to operate the restau- 
rant-night club in the Capitol. 
Music Hall will give Albany two 


big nitery spots within several 
blocks. The other is the Hotel Ken- 
more’s Rainbo Room, which for 


years has been featuring name bands 
and floor shows. 


LOCALS’ BEEFS 
SET FOR AGVA 
AIRING 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
has called for a general meeting of 
all its branch executive secretaries at 
national headquarters in New York 
the first week in January. Idea is 
to sound them out on any ‘com- 
plaints’ they may have against the 
national setup, with probably the 
Los Angeles local then getting an 
opportunity to sound off. 

As yet, AGVA’s board has not 
taken action against the L. A. branch 
for its resolution to stop remittances 
of its per capita tax to the national. 
That's been tabled for the meeting of 
executive secretaries. 

AGVA’s national board meeting of 
late last week likewise tabled the 
resignation of Henry Dunn (Cross &) 








as national treasurer for the time} 
the subs here last summer. although 


being. This temporarily continues 


him in office and as a board mem-| 


ber. 





Face AGVA Expulsion 
Hollywood, Dec. 16. 


Expulsion from AGVA is faced 


by actors who become affiliated with | 


the recently formed American En- 
tertainment Guild. 

Following adoption by the AGVA 
executive board of a resolution 
meting out severe disciplinary action 
to those joining the new organiza- 
tion, Leslie Litomy, exec 
tary, explained that the new outfit 
comprises mostly agents on the un- 
fair 





secre- | 


list of all AFL crafts and mu- | 


sicians expelled from the American | 


Federation of Musicians. 


No agents affiliated with the new | 


group are eligible to book AGVA 


members. 


Ist H’ WOOD SHOW OPENS 
USO HOUSE ON COAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

‘The Sunshine Revue,’ picture in- 
dustry’s first training camp show 
unit opened the new USO house at 
Salinas, Cal., to start a stage tour of 
four months. 

At the opening were Edward 
Arnold, prexy of the Screen Actors 
Guild, Joe E. Brown, Ruth Hussey, 








Arlene Whelan and Brenda Marshall. 





New Camp Theatre 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 16. 

Finding the old post theatre with 
300 seats inadequate, Westover field 
officials have finished a new 600- 
seater, which opened informally 
this month. Field has about 2,300 
men and officers on roster. 

U.S. Army Motion Picture Service 
has installed most modern projec- 
tion and sound devices, though stage 
will be available for legit shows. 


Left High ’n’ Dry 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 
Little Jackie Heller’s Yacht Club 








| 
| 


was left high and dry without a) 
headliner over the weekend when | 


Tess Gardell (Aunt Jemima), who 
was to have opened a short engage- 
ment Friday night (12), fell iil just 


before training out from New York 


and had to cancel. 


Spot had the long-distance wires | 


busy for 24 hours trying to get a 


name replacement but was unable | 


to land anything and went ahead 


with its regular lineup of lowercase 


turns. 





Pee Wee [Irwin’s 
houseband at the Elms 
Youngstown, the week of Dec. 1. 


| 


orchestra was | 
Bailroom, 


MEET THE PEOPLE 


(GOLDEN GATE, FRISCO) 





San Francisco, Dec. 11. 

‘Meet the People’ with Marion 
Colby, Buddy Pepper, Lorraine 
Krueger, Elizabeth Talbot-Martin, 
Joey Faye, Ted Arkins, Dorothy 
Roberts, Jack Albertson, Danny 
Hoctor, Jimmy Alexander, Alice 
Taylor, Sue Robins; George Preisler 
House Orch (14); ‘Week-End for 
Three’. (RKO). 





Gate moved its opening day back 
from Wednesday to Thursday to get 
this tab version of the original Hol- 
lywood show which ran _ several 
weeks in a legit house here in the 
summer of ’40. At that the scenery 
got lost in the fog and the cast was 
delayed by blackouts, holding up 
opening an hour and forcing house 
to toss in an extra feature first show. 
Original Coast troupe, following its 
initial success as a legiter, later had 
a run in New York. 


But for Marion Colby and Miss Tal- 
bot-Martin, the 70-minute version 
presents new people to Frisco, some 
of them being from original cast, 
whereas version first seen here in 
legit was a secondary company. Other 
bits have also been added since 
troupe first went east from Coast. 


Miss Talbot-Martin has dropped her 
impersonation of Mrs. Roosevelt. sub- 
stituting a new character, ‘Subway 
Dolores,’ in that niche. 

Minus intermissions and some biz, 
tab edition follows original pattern 
and shapes up as big value for pic- 
ture-house money. Booking is an 
excellent break for the Gate in one 
respect, enabling house to point up 
its service in providing bright, lavish 
aera in the midst of black- 
outs. 

Miss Colby’s dead pan _ singing 
wowed ’em here, and the stuttering 
bit by Joey Faye is terrific. ‘Elmer’s 
Wedding Day,’ used as a closer, and 


the ‘Same Old South’ numbers aren't | | 


| 
| 
| 





as well done by the originals as by | 


Buddy Pepper’s trouping is plenty 
good. 
Biz surprisingly good at 


considering circumstances. Wern. 





Marie and his Pan Americans open 
indefinite engagement tomorrow (18) 
at Hotel Madison, New York, after 
three-month engagement at El] Chico, 
Pittsburgh. 


ovnener, | 


| ances, 


} 
} 
| 
| 


REVUE GLORIFIED 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 13. 
Billy Farrell, Weber Bros & Cha- 
tita (3), Noble Trio, Curtis & Leroy, 
Pat Sheridan, Gordon Ray, Glorified 
Girls, (8), Orch (5); ‘Sealed Lips’ 
(U). 








Frank Taylor’s fifth edition of 
‘Revue Glorified’ is a so-so unit 
strong in the acro department and 
mediocre in other divisions. 

Best performance was turned in by 
Weber Bros. and Chatita, who work 
on wire with parasols. All three 
turned in some dextrous wiretoeing, 
including dancing, jumping over 
each other, and jumping rope. Dis- 
play plenty of skill and pack enough 
showmanship to add class to act. 


Billy Farrell serves as general 
handy man, handling the em- 
ceeing chores, dancing, gagging, and 
starring in a couple of skits. Al- 
though he proved himself an able 
comic his work was handicapped by 
rousty material. His best contribu- 
tions were eccentric dance bits, 
while he was fairly amusing in an 
ancient piece about an insane hospi- 
tal. He worked with numerous 
stooges and plants in the audience. 

The Noble Trio was passable in a 
parallel bar act, featuring two men 
and a girl, with the comic antics of 
one of the boys adding much to act. 
Trio is somewhat short on showman- 
ship and act, which has an amateur- 
ish tinge, holds promise nonetheless. 

Pat Sheridan displayed a neat set 
of pipes in singing ‘This Love of 
Mine’ and “Too Marvelous for Words,’ 
the latter taking form of a produc- 
tion number with the line. Gordon 
Ray pleased im a brief skate-dancing 
skit and a so-so accordion turn. 

Curtis and Leroy, in a hand bal- 
ancing turn, registered stronger with 
comedy than acrobatics. Boys go 
through routine. balances, push-ups, 
and turns in slap-stick fashion for 
aughs. 

Line is only fair in three appear- 
opening with a fast tap, 
following with a cowboy and rope- 
spinning turn, and finishing with a 
rousing, flag-waver in military uni- 


forms. Band backed up show nicely 
|from stage. Good house on show 
| caught. Just. 





Ted Weems booked into Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh, week of Dec. 
26. 











THE 











THEATRES, HOTELS, NITE CLUBS 
TAKE NOTICE 


Any place of amusement playing any sister 


act assuming our name will be liable 


ORIGINAL 


WATSON 
SISTERS 


(Fanny and Kitty) 


America’s Comediennes 


LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
Week Commencing December 18 


Management: EDWARD SHERMAN 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK DECEMBER 19 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week. 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (17) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Walter Long 
CHICAGO 
Chiengo (19) 
Tony Martin 
Gordon's Dogs 


Lloyd & Willis 
Fred & Jean Hubert 
Hild Gls 

MIAMI 

Olympia (18-21) 

Ray Vaughan 
Ray & Trent 
Alan Carney 
Canestrellis 











Warner | 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (18) 
Ceunt Basie Ore 
Hattie MeDaniel 
Gordon & Rogers 
Whitey I. Hoppers 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (19-22 
Hawaiian Nights 
(12-15) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
Sue Ryan 
Chester Dolphin 
PHUADELPHIA 
Farle (19) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Carol Bruce 
Ray Bolger 
(iz 
H'wood Sweater Gls 
Phil Regan 
June Preisser 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Barbara Pepper 


Tivelyn Farney 





Anne Nagel 


Sunnyside 


6 


jyloe & J 
Jonnn) 


Mct 


Lenna 
Mack 


SOLTH RIVER 


Capitol 


woopnsi 


(19-20) 
Powder & Lipstick R 


DE 


(20-91) 


Abdullah Gls 


| Jack Carter 
(Three to fill) 


Plymoath (15-17) 
Tommy Tucker 
Dave Barry 
Danny Drayson 
Happy, Tom & Jerry 


Ore 


| 





Cabaret Bills | 





NEW YORK CITY 


Arthur's Moulta 


Rouge 


Yvonne Bouvier 


Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
: Dolores Baron Co 
Kim Loo Sis = 
Stuart & Taylor Armando’s 
Mary Healy Geo Morris Ore 


Dick Baldwin 


PITTSBURGH 


Pedrito Ore 
Dorothy 


Allen 


Stanley (1%) Julie Colt 
Jan Savitt Ore Aurelia Colomo 
Martha Raye 
DeVal, Meric & Lee|  __ Baaatelie 
(12) Nordstrom Sis 
Earl Carroll Vanities | Marcella Clair 
WASHINGTON Aurelia Coloma 
Earle (19-24) toyal Lukawella 8 


2oxyettes 
Whitey & Ed Ford 


Eddie Sacks 
Billy DeWolfe 
Mogul 

(12) 


Roxyettes 
Keith Clark 
The Stapletons 
Bob Hall 

4 Gomets 
Mogul 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (18) 
The Great Yacopis 
Tommy Trent 
Watson Sis 
Phil Regan 

3 Sallors 


Mary Raye & Naldi 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (18) 
Khythm Rockets 
Bob Evans 








RKO 


The Herzogs Nora Sheridan 

Helene Denizon Charles & Ray 

Ted Lester tuth Landi 
Butler’s New Room 
Steve Murray Rev 








BOSTON 

Boston (19) 
Blackstone 
(12) 

Jimmy Dorsey 
Bob Eberly 
Helen ©'Connell 

Joe & J McKenna 

Condos Bros 

QLEVELAND 

Palace (19) 


Bd 





The Cristianis 
Wesson Bros 
Lathrop & Lee 


Dick Wilson Ore 


Beachcomber 


Shadrach Co 
Sonny Tufts 
Ree 
Toy & Wing 
Machito Ore 
Lee Kuhn Ore 


Kalmus 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lane 


Jean Mona 
Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 


Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Frederica 

Ginger 
June Carroll 


Don Sylvio Ore 


Bill's Gay 90’s 


Kay 
Lulu 
Ethel Gilbert 
Richards 
Rosoft 


Don 
Charles 


Sonny 
Marilynn 
Les 


Parsons 
Bates 


Brevoort 


Tip, Tap & Toe 


Cafe Madison 


Varker 


Kendis Ore 
Michael Co 


Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 


Jean 


Brunseco 


W Brown & Ames . ‘ 
Mills Bros Cafe Soclety 

(12) (Midtown) 
Juggling Jewels John Kirby Ore 
C Fredericks Co Hazel Scott 


Carol Bruce 
3 Stooges 
Stuart Morgan Danc 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (18) 


Van Leer’s Tr 
Capt Heyer 

Col Alexis 
Selihoff 

Michael Miller 
Adriana & Charly 
Selma Kaye 


Choral Ensemble 
Rockettes 
Corps de Rallet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (18) 
Bowes Amateur Rev 
Apollo (18) 
Earl Bostic Bd 
Willie Bryant 
Lucky Sis 
3 Gianis of Rhythm 
Bob Parish 
Floyd Christie 
4 Marvels 
Riviera (21) 
Chick Winters Ore 
Pob Howard 
(Three to fill) 
Windsor (19-21) 
Belle Baker 
Michael Loring Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Harold Boyd 
Helen Reynolds 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (18) 
Gertrude Niesen 


Milt Britton Ore 

Roy Davis 

Tx n Tttce 

Honey Fam 
Mayfair (20 only) 
toh Howard 

Herbie Shrine: 

(Three to fill) 
Marine (20 only) 
ovner & Foster 


3 Byrne Sis 
Roger Moore 
(Two to fill) 
Ridgewood (17 only) 
Carsong 
Herbie Shriner 
Tes Hunt & Juliet 
8 Allons 
Cooper. Rhvthmites 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (19-21) 
Rese Marie 
Grant Fam 
Vox & Denning 
8 Glamourettes 
(One to fill) 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (18) 
Bowes 1942 Rey 
State (21-24) 
June.& Dorothy 
Duke Art ~ 
Jed Dooley Co 
8 Brown Sis 
(18-20) 
Reid & Mack 
Diane Delys 
fim Penman 
CAMDEN 
Towers (19-21) 


Salici Puppets 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (18-21) 
3 Byrnes Sis 
I. Manning & Mitzi 
Nixon & Sans 
Cooper, Rhythmites 
Clayton & Phillips 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (19 only) 


Carsong 

Munson & Anderson 
(Three to fill) 
HARTFORD 


L Ball & D Arnaz 
JAMAICA 
Jamaica (17) 


Elton Britt 
Sandor Glanz Co 
Carroll & Howe 


B Wells & 4 Fays | 
B Joyce & Ginger 
NEWARK 
Adams (19) 
Artie Shaw 
Bob Dupont 
The Colstons 
PASSAIC 
Central (18) 
Gray Casa Lon oO | 
Maxine Sullivan 
Bob Easton Co 
Dave Barry 
Morgan Gls 
PATERSON 
Majestic (20-21) 
V Follies 
Robby Carbone Co 
Tom Bell & A Flat 
2 Sallors 
Townsend Co 
Semi Nude 
PHILADELPRIA 
Carman (19) 
Hoffman 2 
Paul Svdell 
Ade Duval 
Lewis & Van 
Fay’s (78) 
Jean, Jack & Judy | 
Johnny Woods | 
Anthony & Rovers 
Paul Rich 
Vick! Wells 
PITMAN 
Bway (20 oniy) 
June & Dorothy 
Duke Art 
Reynolds & White 
Diplomats 
PROVIDENCE | 
Metropolitan (19-21) | 








Jimmy Dersey Ore ! 


Teddy 
Sammy 
Connie 
Helen 


Golden Gate 4 


Cafe Soctety 
(Village) 


Price 
Berry 
liumes 


Wilson Ore 


Ammons & Johnson 
Cafe Vienna 


Tony & 
He 


Ruth Barr 
Bud Carlell & Rosa | William Hoffman 
Joey Raredin Murray Miller 
Herman Hyde Co Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 


Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 


ctor Del 


Monalito 


Nicholas Matthey O 


Juan 


Dimitri 


Fistrella 
Villar 


Ore 


Casino Russe 


Nina Tarasova 
Joyner & Foster Gypsy Markoff 
2 Byrne Sis Miche! Michon 
Roger Moore Nadia & Sasha 
(Two to fill) Mischa Novy 
GLEN COVE Dmitri Matvienke 
Cove (20 anly) Olga Vadina 


Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 


Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 


State (18) Bills Hayward 
Woody Herman Ore | Cliff Allen 
Gil Lamb 4 Chanticleers 


Ira Spector Ore 
Chin Lee’s 

Cartwrights 

Eugene & Maria 

|Georgie Trotter 

Ronie Hayworth O 
Clichy 

Ann Gale 

Walter Lynch 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 


Jules 


Ro Ci 4 
Pa 

Jack 
Frankle 
Ving e 
Roy 
Kay 


Stower 


Ore 


Welch 


t Harrington 


White 
liye 


Sediey 


Biaire 


Gaye Dixon 


Hazel 
Lillian 
Betty 
Susan 


MeNul 


Lang 


rs 


Curran 


ty 


Fitzgerald 
Jordan 


Club Gaucho 
Jose & Lolita Vega 


Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosal 
Nedra Madera 


Lupita Orla 
Maria del Carmen 


Gloria 
Don 
Marion 
tosita 
Vince & 
Johnny 

| Marion 


Vv 


i 


j}Camancho & 
} Don Carlos 


Club Ma 


Bown 
M iguel 


Ani 


Ore 
xim 
ian 


Shaw 
Carmen 


ta 


Morgan 
Powers 


Club Midnight 


Alona 
Bradle) 


Club Samoa 


Ching 
Elmer Snowden Ore 
Los Chamacos Ore 


Copacabana 
Peggy Fears 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Eistelita 

Los Segovias 





WORCESTER | 
' 


Virginia Hays 

Nye Mayhew Ore 

Hotel Commodore 

(Century Room) 

Vaughn Morroe Ore 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
| Rillinetons 
| Marylin Luke 

Pau! Duke 

Hotel Edison 

Blue Barron Ore 
Hotel Essex Heuse 
Sammy haye Ore 
Hotel 5th Ave 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
| Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Oro 
Meymo Holt 
Napua 
Leilant 
Nani 
Lehua Paulson 

Hotel MeAlpia 
Johnny Messner Ore 


Hotel New Yorker 
Kenny Goodman O 
Veggey Lee 

Tommy Taylor 
Adele Inge 

h& B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 

Ice Ballet 


Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 

Hotel Navarro 

(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 
Hotel Park Central 

(Cocoanut Grove) 
Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugbam 
Robert Raymon 


Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Kern's 
Cornel Tanassy Ore 
Kelly's Stable 
Kea Loke 
Betty Behr 
Ann Hallow 
Art Tantum 
Glenda Hope 
Ramon & Jo Ann 
linda Keene 
Billy Dauiele 
King Cole % 
La Conga 
| Nore Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 
Emile Boreo ~ 
Tana 
Vonna Co 
Peter Birch 
Carlos & Carita 
6 Congaettes 
Wally Wanger Gls 
La Marquise 
Ktuth Winchell 


\Consuelo Flowerton 


rances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 

la Martinique 
Imogene Coca 
Carlos Ramirez 
Di Gatanos 
Merrie Vee Johnson 
(‘'y Walter Ore 
Ilerbert Curbello O 


Le Petit Palais 


Mme C Alphand 
Oscar Kariweis 
Duct de Kerekjarto 
Julian Fuhs 

Sula Lester 


Leon & Eddie's 
Lou Martin Ore 





Nerida Ore 


Ken Stevens 

Nita Claire 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 

Bob Shea 

The Duffins 

The Velascos 

Frank Paris 

Jimmy Walsh Ore 
Cafe Society 

Billie Holiday 

Clayton 3 

Bob Latine’s Ore 
Casa Manane 

Frankie Carle 

Fred Lowery 

Larry Cotten 

Mimi Cobann!i 

Johnny Richards O 


Cocoanut Grove 


The White Guards 
KF D'Amore & Anita 
Snooky Lanson 

Ray Noble Ore 
Florentine Garden 
NTG 

Dolly Michell 
Robinson 2 

Buddy Weed 

Mike Pingatore 
Claguita 

Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul 
Frank Howard 
Fred Scott 

Sugar Gelse 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 
Marguerita Padula 
George Beatty 
Lorraine Elliott 
Frankie Richardson 
Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 





George Lloyd 
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Charles Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Orc 
Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 
Coq Rouge 
Laura Deane Dutton 
James Copp, III 
Maggi McNellis 
Tony Kraber 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Cue Club 
Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Hobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
getty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charies hing 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Noble Sissle Orc 
Fl Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 
Fl Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 
Billie Holiday 
Three Riffs 
Babe Hussin 
51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce | 
Iris Karyl | 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie | 
Wilma Novak | 
Irene Kaye | 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Carol Chapelle 
Dianita Rivera 
Vera Nova 
Gertrude Bond 
Judy Rudy 
Geraldine Gale 
Gene Monet Orc 
Harlem Rendezvous | 
Edna Mae Harris 
Princess Valda 
Columbos Orc 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 
Julio & Kiki 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Orc 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 3 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambassader 
(Trianon Room) 
Jules Lande Orc 
Claire & Arena 
Eric Victor 
Richard Lane 
Hotel Astor 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Dick Kuhn Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
"laza 

George Shelley 
Vivian Blaine 
Carole & Sherod 
Belmont Balladee: 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
{Bowman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
Jean Blair 
4 Little De-Icers 
Val Olman Or 


Ore 





Ore 





Churchill} 
;Madame C 


Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 
(Rhumba Room) 


Juan Donrigues Ore 
Julia Gerrity 

Fish & Gold 

The Three Debs 
Hotel Pennsylvania 


Glen Miller Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Rosario & Antonio 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bert Allerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Imogene Carpenter 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Kitty Carlisle 
Jack Cole 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 
Hetel Savoy-Plasa 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 


Garron & Bennett 


Marcella Hendricks 

Eddie Davis 

Noel Toy 

Golden Pair 

sSahji Co 

fen Manning 

Iial & Honey Bee 

Norma Krieger 

Steven Phillips 

Kirk Wood 
Maison 

Bill Drye 

Carrie M Beville 

Gaston's Monte Carlo 


Louis 


Pierre Beaucaire 
Nena Montes 
LeCarlos & Granada 
5 Madcaps 
Chung Ye Wha 
6 Can-Can Gis 
Gaston 

19th Hote Club 


Rita Renaud 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 


Old Roumanian 
Freddie Bernard 
Sasha Leonoff 
Jerry Withee 
Nila Ramos 
Joe La Port Ore 
Andy D'’Aquila 

Place Elegante 
Clif€ Conrad 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 





Eva Barcinska 


Ernest Franz Ore 











EDDIE 


Paramount 





Burns Twins and Evelyn 


BROWN HOTEL, Louisville, Ky. 
Xmas and New Year’s Weeks 
Placed by 


Building, New York 


SMITH 














Bob King 
lL. & E Roberts 
Ford Harrison Ore 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Ividium Room) 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Harriet Haddon 
Lucille LaMarr 
Norah Gale 
Berniece Stewart 
Bob Duffy 
Bob Tobin 

(La Malsonette) 
Paul Sparr Ore 
Rosalie Grant 
Alphand 
Maximilian 

Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Tito Guizar 
Raphael 
Georges & Jalna 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hurricane 
Patti Pickens 
Bob Simmons 
Jan Murray 
Dave Dennis Orc 
Don De Vovi Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Diana Lure 
Norine Robinson 
Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
| Ginger Layne 
| Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Bway Restaurant 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Gilly Snyder 





Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 


| George Tibbles Ore 
Jehnny Howard 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 


Ruinbow Room 
Matty Malneck Ore 
Velero Sis 
Russell Swan 
Stone & Page 
Belen Ortega 


Ruban Bieu 


Paula Laurence 
Peters Sis 

Mabel Mercer 
Carrie Finne} 
Herman Chittison 


> 


R Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 
Norma Lucero 
Lyda Swan 
Arcadl Stoyvanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Pollakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Helen Horton 
Pat Barbara Ore 
F'rank Curbello Ore 
Wivel 
Connie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
Versallles 
Max Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Dorothy Keller 
Frances Mercer 
Edward Trevor 
The Barrys 
Six-Ver-Sighs 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Best 





Ann Robinson 


LOS ANGELES 


Ann Triola 
Pilly Lankin 
Bar of Musie 
Felix de Cola 
{Roger Roland 


Elizabeth T Martin 
Vivian Marshall 
B Reilly & Cherito 
Doodles Weaver 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Neville Fleeson 


Hollywood Tropics 
Maxine Lewis 
Dick Thomas 


Paul Neighbora Ore 


Whiteman Ore | 


House of Murphy 
Bob Murphy 
Charies Miller 
Jean Meunier 
Heth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Gordea Bishop 
Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Kenton Ore 
Paris Lan 
Kenny Henrvson 
Marg'rite & M'rtinez 
Hienry Monet 
Mary Craig 
Bouncing McGees 
Joe Molle 
lielen Golden 
Hfelen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Den 
Johnny Holmes 
Tom Harty 
John Arden 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumboogle 
lois Galloway 
Marie Bryant 
Paul White 
ii-Seplan Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Itarry Owens Ore 
Scheherazade Cafe 
Yascha Borowski 
Josephine Houston 
Kussian Gypsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautini 


Sian 








iStanley Wheeler 


Malua 

Charlie Openul 

Eddie Bush Ore 

Slapsy Maxies 

ten Blue 

Cully Richards 

Jerry Kruger 

Marian Manners 

Henny Lessy 

Patt! Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Joe Polsky 

Joe Oakle 

Bettye Martin 

Joe Plumer Ore 

Swannee Inn 

Fred Skinner 

Joe Turner 

Meade Lux Lewis 
Trianon 

Bob Crosby Ore 
Trouville 

Jerry Bergen 

Billy Gray 

‘Stop, Look & Listen’ 

tob’s B Royallaires 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Tiny Kaye 
Helene Francis 
How'd Montgomery 
Al Cummings 
Anna Pastora 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Al Miller 





Paddock Int'l 
Bob Bell 
Yaddockeers Ore 
Venn Atlantic Hotel 

(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 

(Merry Go Round 
Room) 

Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
William Madden O 
Gables’ Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Room) 


Emile Petti 
Buttery 

Carl Smith Ore 
Barone 


J & J Walton 
Rae Marsh 
Vera Allen 





Edith Rogers Dahl 
Phil Kaye 

Don Orlando Ore 
Skeets Minton 8 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Art Kassel Orc 


i Marion Holmes 


| Harvey 
Maurice 


Crawford 
& Maryea 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Les Brown Ore 
Betty Bonny 
Cappy Bara Ens 
Sniriey Gay 
Ralph Young 
Jose Rosado Orc 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Broadmont 
talph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Kay Foster 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Kay Carroll 
Thelma White 
Three Ryans 
Ann Starr 
Renne Villon 
Beth Farrel! 
Milton & Ann 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ors 


Capitol Lounge 


King Cole 8 
Louis Jordan Ore 
Chez Paree 
Lou Breeze Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Ethel Shutta 
Rossilianos 
Rica Martines 
6 Willys 
Lois Harper 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
iKivane Gis 
Club Alabam 
Larry Vincent 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 





Del Estes 


Marion Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Lamb-Yocum Ice R 
Don Lang Ore 
The Hartzells 
Brucetta 
Jackte Mignac 
Prognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Km) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camillia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Adrienne 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Richard Himber Orc 
Margery Lea 
Mata & Hari 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gis 
885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
June Carson 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Roberta & Sarita 
Johnny Honnert 
Eltel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Rathskellar 
Louls & Ore 
5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
June Carson 
Bob O Lin Gls ~ 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Cats & Fiddle 4 
Nettie Saunders 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 
Betty Grey 


Grand Terrace 
F Henderson Orc 
Harlem Rev 
Hi Hat 
Pilly Carr 
Benny Fields 
Carel Crane 
Walter & J Brown 
Jean Mona 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 
Holly Swanson: 
Vierra Hawalians 
Helen Sumner 
L’Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Raiph Cook 
Marjorie Lane 





Natalie & Howard 
Darlene Ottum 


Patsy Gale 
Starlets 

Arne Barnett Ore 
Al Milton Orc 
(Pieadily Circle) 
Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbett Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 

Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Jack Teagarden Ore 
Kitty Kallen 
Cariton Emmy 
Walter Donoghue 
N Brooks Style Rev 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casino 
Sylvia Froos 


Book-Cadillac Hetel 
(Book Casing) 


Joe Reichman 
Jane Fultou 
Mata & Hari 


(Motor Bar) 
era 
Bowery 

Frances Faye 

The Barkers 

Paula Shell 

Francis & Grey 

Naval Cadets 

Don Arden Dane 

Chas Carlisle 

Benny Rest Ore 

Casanova 

Laska Sis 

Loulse Keller 

The Bordens 

Jordan & Grace 

Jessica Garwood 

Cy Reeves 

Lee Walters Ore 

Club Congo 

Peg Leg Bates 

Sinclair & LeRoy 

HBeachcombers 

Margaret Waikins 

Allen Drew 

Congo 4 

Earl Dancer 

Orlando Roberston O 


Corktown Tavera 


Don Harris 

Marl Parchman 

Hart & Allison 

Geo Bell 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 
Grand Terrace 

Don Harris 

Davis & Delmar 

Eart Parchman 

Mildred Perlee 

Ililge 

Gregory, Ray’d & C 

Lyle Carlyle Ore 

Hund's 

Sun Val Serenaders 

London Chop House 

Barney Green 

Ruby Orc 

Connie Barleau 
Club Mayfair 

Marty Joyce 

Carol Crane 

Mervin Jensen 

Dorothy Gerron 

Phil Olsen Ore 

Nebiolo’s 


Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins 
Leonard See! Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacob! 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 

Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 


Joe 


Club Ball 
Los Caballeros 
Jerry Taps 

The Chadwicks 
Baliloolies 

Alan Fielding Ore 
3 Aces 

Ben Franklia 


The Blanchards 
Klaine Condos 
Paul & Paulette 
Phyllis Myles 
Swing Masters (4) 
Frankie Masters 
Talia 
Benny the Bum’s 
Lila Lynn 
Marquita 

Cadillac Tavern 
Little Joe 
Tiny Lee 
Eddie Black 
Henriquettes (6) 
Harry Dobbs Ore 

Carroll's 

Gaines Orc 
Pat Bernard 
Roberta Carney 
Grace O'Hara 
Jean Carter 


Jimmie Lewis 
Shelly & Neff 
Dot Landy 


Babe Cummings 
Carrolloviies (12) 
Clab 15 
Jane Lynn 
Babs Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Matty Owens 
H Hale Rhymettes 
College Inn 
Smythe & Dolores 
Irma Lynn 
Florence 
Delahanty Sis 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Orc 
Embassy 
Fernandez Ore 
Carlyle Sis 
Eduardo 
Argentina Mia 
Evelyn Brooks 
Chico & Donne 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Burnettes 
Patsy Marr 
Pat Shevlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 


Grace O’Hara 
Jo Andrews 

Thompson Bros 
Carolyn Marsh 





(Continued 
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Willie Howard 
Carol King 
Gil Galvant 
Pan-Am Dance 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Ferd Canay Ore 
606 Club 


Honey Bee Kellar 
Wally Vernon 
Marion Miller 
Evelyn Taylor 
Betty Shayne 
Maxine DeShon 
Alyce Cerf 
Betty MacDonald 
Millie Wayne 
Fay & Wellington 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Donna Darnell 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 


Avis Kent 
Del Courtney Ore 





DETROIT 


feColl Sta 
Jack London 
Palm Beach 
Bonjer & Andrelite 
Al & Joan Allen 
ernie Cireen 
Diana Dian 
Von Pablo Ore 
Penobscot Club 
Kalman Juri Ore 
Caryl Gould 
Marianne Arden 
Freddie Busc h 
Barney Greene 
Htuck’s Redford lag 
Mac MeGraw Ore 
Royale 
Tito Coral 
The Leaches 
Key Taylor 
3 Harmaniacs 
Harriet Smith Dane 
Dick Worthington 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 
Statler Hotel 
Marqulta Flores 
Pancho 
Tavo 
Pat Gilmore 
Enric Madriguera O 
Suks 


Clift Winehill 

June Carson 

Sylvia & Christine 

Johnny Morrison 

Pearl Magley Dane 

leonard Seel Ore 
San Diege 

Gene Emerald 

Glenn Dale 

The Bordens 

Dotty Sloan 

Cliff Arvin 

Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 

Everett & 

Bill Harris 

Roland & Rito 

Irene Burke 

Tiny Gorman 

Jack Thomas Ore 
The Tropics 

Mackenzie 0 


Conway 


Jimmy 
Moana 
We Three 
Vernes 
Bill Frazer 
Farl & Jean Coe 
Tillie Dixon 
Chuck Stevens Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Josephine Campbell 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
Iht Glovanni 
Good & Goody 
Tottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 





Telia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Roy Benson 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Orc 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 

Jam Session 
Mickey House 
Ann Rae 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Agnes Barry 
5 Suzettes 
Marcellita 
Jack Spangler 
David Gold Ore 
Lexington Casino 
Johnny Carnes 
Garvin Buschell O 
Magic Flyers 
Ralph Lewis 
Jerry Brandon 
Barton 


Cectaves (4) 


Lido Venice 
Carmen Torrente 
Alan Gale 
Sonnie Mason 
Rita Roberta 
Monya Alba 
Margie Drummond 
Eddie Blum, Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Mousey Garner 
Madge & Carr 
Patti La Verne 
Jack Phillips 
DeLlovd McKay 
Paul Rich 
3 Radio Aces 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Lou's Chancellor Bar 
Curt Weilers Boys 
Romeo (4) 

Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr, 
Dumont Minstrels 
Tony Callazzo 
Sally Foy 
Stella Tracey 
Sharna 
Stella Engle 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 

Moravian Bar 
Three Keys 
Ernie 

Nell Dieghan’s 
Jack & B Knapp 
Eddie & M Hunt 





Tip Top Gls 
Joyne & Anthons 


on page 62) 
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~ London's Big Wartime Show Biz 





According to the British Library of Information in New York, which 
gave the London Times of Nov. 28 as its source, there are 19 legit at 
tractions in the English metropolis, and other sources say that all 
theatres there are doing excellent business. In addition to the shows 


running, 


grand opera, ballet and a major vaudeville house were oper- 
ating and two pantomimes were advertised for Christmas. 


Curtain 


times are staggered from around 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
In Berlin, which has been subject to bombing much more often than 
London in recent months, theatres are booming. Although the exact 


number of shows is 


not given, there are, in addition to three opera 


houses, a half dozen revues. Although the Nazis invaded France, thea- 


tres 


in Paris have continued to thrive. 


Paris papers list plays, 


musicals and revues almost the same as in pre-war times. ‘Folies 
Bergere’ is reported just as undressed and risque as when the A.E-F, 


was overseas in World War I. 





2 ee me 
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U.S. Entry Into War Forces Closing 
Of There Shall Be No Night’ (Lunts) 








‘There Shall Be No Night,’ starring 
the Lunts, will close at Rochester, 
Minn., tomorrow (Thursday). That 
decision was made by the Play- 
wrights Co. and Robert E. Sherwood, 
who wrote ‘Night,’ as the result of 
the entrance of U. S. into the war 
an! the strange status of Finland, 
locale of the drama. 

‘Night’ has been drawing splendid 
business since touring the south this 
season, despite the fact that Finland 
is ndw an ally of Germany. Play, 
which won the Pulitzer prize last 
year, was produced by the Play- 
wrights and Theatre Guild. It was 
go thrillingly played and the fact 
that Finland and Russia are again 
fighting was considered ‘too inci- 
dental an item in the vast import- 
ance of the work as a whole to 
warrant a decision to withdraw it. 
It was, however, the measured opin- 
ion of Sherwood and his associates | 





a4 


| Ruman in Hecht Play 


Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

Sig Ruman goes back to New York 
to appear in the Ben Hecht stage 
play, ‘Lily of the Valley,’ to be pro- 
duced by Gilbert Miller shortly af- 
ter the new year. 

Currently Ruman is working in 
the Ernst Lubitsch film production, 
‘To Be Or Not To Be.’ 


Sam Grisman Files 
For Bankruptcy; 
Lists $370,601 Debts 


Sam H. Grisman, veteran legit 
manager, has been forced into bank- 











that no possibility of a misunder- | ruptcy, filing a voluntary petition in 
standing of motives be permitted to| New York last Friday (12). Liabili- 
exist under the present wartime sit-| ties amount to $370,601; assets none. 


uation that finds the Soviet Union 
our ally, and a stalwart one, and 
Finland fighting on the Nazi side. 

Author and the management end 
of ‘Night’ face material losses as in- 
dicated by the weekly grosses, which 
averaged around $20,000. That fig- 
ure was approximated again last 
week when the drama played Okla- 
homa City, Tulsa, Wichita and Kan- 
sas City. 

Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
will go to their Wisconsin home and 
will probably remain until a new 
play is submitted them. 


TEST CASE ON TICKET 
LAW AGAIN DELAYED 


One more postponement was 
added to the record of the suit by 
the Associated Theatre Ticket Agen- 
cies to test the legality of the N. Y. 
Mitchell law limiting premiums on 
tickets to seventy-five cents over the | 
boxoffice rates. Last week, when the | 
N. Y. corporation counsel who is de- | 
fending city officials answered his 
side was ready, William A. Hyman, | 
for the plaintiffs, said he was occu- | 
pied with another case which would | 
take the balance of the week. | 

It was then decided by both sides | 

| 








to calendar the case for Jan. 5,! 
which was made a ‘definite’ date, but | 
several times since summer the case | 
was ‘positively’ supposed to be heard. | 





Joey Keith, Back in Hosp, 
In Serious Condition 


Joey Keith, who has been away | 
from his office at the Postal-Leblang | 
ticket agency for the last six weeks | 
because of illness, and who was said 
to be ecuperating, entered the Jer- 
sty City Medical Center last week, 
where he is reported in serious con- 
dition, Visitors, however, are per- 
mitted, 

Harry Kaufman is slowly improv- 
ing at the Doctors Hospital, N. Y. 
after a second major operation. 
Stated that there are no complica- 
tions, 





Draper-Adler Set 





Paul Draper and Larry Adler, tap 
ancer and harmonica player, have 
one SO well in their current trial 
Okings of 15 concerts that Colum- 

Concerts Corp, will take them 
on for next season. 

Five appearances weekly for 10 
Weeks are planned. 


a 


Grisman became involved finan- 
cially when he rented four 
Broadway theatres a couple of years 
ago, anticipating a demand for legit 
houses during the World’s Fair. 
Major liabilities are rentals con- 
tingent on unfulfilled time. He was 
forced to vacate the houses before 
the expiration of the leases. Shows 
booked for the houses flopped, the 
Fair was no help to Broadway the 
first summer and Grisman also lost 


production investments. 

Amounts owed include $80,601 for 
the Belasco, occupancy rent of $4,117 
on the Hudson, with a contingent 
claim for $78,000; there is $60,000 
contingent rent owed on the Fulton. 
Also a factor in Grisman’s predica- 
ment is the Windsor (48th Street), 
which he reconstructed at consider- 
able expense. 

Grisman had an interest in ‘To- 
bacco Road’ and was general man- 
ager of the attraction. His con- 
nection with ‘Road’ lapsed when he 
stepped out with the plan of oper- 
ating a flock of legit theatres. 





NEW EMLYN WILLIAMS 
PLAY CLICKS IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 16. 
‘Morning Star,’ by Emlyn Williams, 
which opened at the Globe Dec. 10, 
looms as a success, Play is generally 
well acted. 
First performance drew mixed re- 
ception. 


Shuberts Lose Test Case 
On N.Y. Law Barring "Em 
From Barring the Critics 


Decision of the New York State 
supreme court last week upholding 
the right of anyone who buys a ticket 
to a legiter to be admitted to the 
theatre was evidently a test case by 
the Shuberts. Leading to this con- 
clusion was the difficulty of identi- 
fying the plaintiff, Robert W. 
Christie of Niskayuna, N.Y., and fail- 
ure of Shubert attorneys to cite rea- 
sons why he was not admitted to the 
theatre on the occasion charged. 

Christie, through his _ counsel, 
claimed that he was prevented last 
May 27 from seeing ‘Panama Hattie’ 
at the 46th street theatre, N. Y. 
Justice Leon M. Layden, sitting at 
Hudson Falls, N.Y., awarded a $500 
judgment against the 46th Street 
Theatre Corp. and the erage Oper- 
ating Company, Inc., both Shubert 
outfits. 

Another factor which has led to 
the opinion that the Shuberts 
planned this as a test of the constitu- 
tionality of the law was the speed 
with which it was instituted follow- 
ing passage of the act by the legis- 
lature last spring. Legislation, to 
protect the right of critics, was 
brought about by New York Post 
columnist Leonard Lyons after he- 
was barred from Shubert houses. 
Lyons claims he even got Gov. Leh- 
man to sign it. 


Case was argued for the Shuberts 
by their counsel, William Kiein and 
Milton R. Weinberger. It is expected 
that they will appeal. Other show- 
men have also expressed opposition 
to the law. 


Shuberts contended that the law 
is unconstitutional because it con- 
stitutes ‘deprivation of property 
without due process of law’ and it 
‘restrains right of free contract.’ 
They admitted they barred Christie 
and offered to refund his money, 
which he declined, although neither 
his conduct nor his speech was of- 
fensive or abusive. 

Shuberts contended further that 
failure of the statute to include mo- 
tion picture theatres constitutes a 
denial of equal protection of the 
laws. Justice Layden on this point 
held that ‘while legitimate theatres 
and moving picture theatres are both 
places of amusement, still there 
exists between them two essential 
differences and I am unable to say 
the classification adopted by the 
Legislature is arbitrary, capricious 
or unreasonable.’ 














War Sends B’way Legit B. 0. Into 
Tailspin, But Quick Recovery Seen 





» 


A Natural Shelter 





Even in times of great stress, 
show people retain their sense 
of humor. Last week, after air 
raid warnings in New York, one 
opined that the Nora Bayes The- 
atre should be the safest place 
to go, because: 

‘It’s never had a hit.’ 





‘Merman Won’t Tour’ 
Report Brings Furore 
In Pitt on ‘Hattie’ Date 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. 
"Twas a busy last week for Sam 
Nixon, manager of the Nixon the- 
atre here, in his other job of public 
relations counsel for the town’s sole 
legit house. Day after day Pitts- 








burgh drama editors picked up an} 


item from New York that Ethel 
Merman wouldn’t tour in ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ which opens a fortnight en- 
gagement at Nixon Jan. 12. Nixon 


phoned them all and said he had} 


just received the signed contracts 
from UBO and that they definitely 
called for Miss Merman in the title 
role. So the theatrical columnists im- 
mediately printed a retraction and 
informed their readers that they 
were wrong and that the femme star 
would be among those present when 
the musical reached Pittsburgh. 
Forty-eight hours later, Nixon was 
on the phone again with apologies. 
Seems, he discovered, that just be- 
cause the name was in the contract 
didn’t necessarily make it so, for he 


had just that afternoon received an} .nq the actuality of nightly black- 


Miss Mer- 
but 


addenda to the document. 
man wouldn't be in the show 
Frances Williams would. 
boys on the papers had to replate 


get word from Nixon that there ain’t 
no such a show as ‘Panama Hattie.’ 


Guild Hopes Road Will 
Be Better for Shows 


Theatre Guild is looking to the 
road for better support of its shows 
than it got in New York. War sit- 
uation is not believed to have been 
a deciding factor that brought about | 








a change of plans, whereby one or | 
both shows involved will go on tour 
soon. 

‘Candle in the Wind’ will end its 
date at the Shubert, N. Y., Jan. 10, 
and will play subscription cities. 
‘Hope For a Harvest’ will be fol- 
lowed at the Guild a week earlier 
by ‘Papa Is All,’ former being men- 
tioned to move to another house. 
‘The Rivals,’ fourth Guild attraction, 
follows ‘Candle’ at the Shubert. 


So the | ter, as the probability of air raids 
; “y | is mostly 
again. Any day now, they expect t0| bombed, is said to have as many 
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Violent reaction at the Broadway 
boxoffices and agencies was immee- 
diate upon the outbreak of war with 
Japan, Germany and Italy. In most 
instances the drop in grosses was 
between 25% and 40%, some shows 
being even worse off. Only a few 
shows were not materially affected 
by the bad news from the Pacifie 
and air raid scares in New York. 

Show business met the first ime 
pact of the war by cooperating with 
authorities for protective measures, 
then started to reflect upon the pos- 
sibilities, the basis of comparison 
being the first World War. When 
the U.S. then joined the Allies busi- 
ness dropped for a number of weeks, 
but ultimately a theatre boom start- 
ed that continued for years. Mana- 
gers are hopeful that the same re- 
action will come. _ 

That the war broke out at this 
particular time may be a break, for 
business prior to Christmas would 
have slumped anyhow, though ade 
mittedly not as much. It was first 
indicated that the several war plays 
were harder hit than the others, but 
other type shows slipped just as 
much. 

England’s show world faced dis- 
astrous conditions, but its citizens 
are attending theatres. Unless there 
are unexpected developments, U. S, 
show business should come back 
quickly, a steady diet of war news 
being figured to make the pub avid 
for diversion. 

Theatres Flourish Abroad 


In London and the other war ,capi- 
tals theatres are flourishing, because 
war-worn people want a means of 
escape. If London can have a score 
of theatres, not counting film houses 
other amusement enterprises, 
going in the face of likely air raids 


outs, there is no logical reason why 
Broadway should not fare even bet- 
mental. Berlin, also 
theatricals as London. Paris is not 
subject to air raids, but the French 
are weary of Nazi domination and 
throng the theatres, if there is room 
after the Germans get their seats. 
Those Broadway shows which did 
not last a week, the first of the war, 
were affected nevertheless. Hits 
were protected by advance sales and 
it was there that business slowed 
down, decrease in advance selling 
being about the same as the dip in 
actual grosses elsewhere. Those 
have good figures now, but 
unless advance patronage comes back 
their grosses are also apt to skid. 
Ticket Agencies Clipped 


Most of the ticket agencies sell in 
advance and their business slowed 
away down. Some agencies get most 
of their trade from the hotels, which 
are off in occupancy to a marked de- 
gree. Air raid scare appears to have 
held a goodly number of regular 
visitors at home, even buyers order- 
ing merchandise by telephone. 

For several days a bulletin service 
was sent theatres each evening, 
being that audience would 

know the latest develop- 
Bulletins were supposed to 
have been read from the stage at in- 


termissions, but managers ruled that 


out pronto. It was quickly evident 


| that those who did attend the thea- 


tre wanted to get away from war 
news and the bulletins were discon- 
tinued 

House managers were instructed to 


be ready for air raids and were 
given special instructions by fire de- 
partment officials. Auxiliary lights 
in case regular power is shut off, ad- 
ditional flash lights, blacking out of 
| Skylights and dressing room wine 
| dows visible from the street, and 


in case of raid 
warnings are included in a vast prow 
tective program. 

It is possible that some shows will 
change the time of performance, as 
has London, but that is not likely 
unless enemy bombers actually at- 
tempt raiding New York. 





Actress Wins Divorce 


Reno, Dec. 16. 

Joan Tompkins, who left ‘My Sige 
ter Eileen,’ current on Broadway, 
to get a Nevada un-hitching, is due 
back in New York to resume her 
place on the stage. 

Appearing in district court in Care 
son City last week, the stage actress 
obtained a divorce from Ken Ap- 
pleby, actor, now with the R.C.A.P. 
in England. They married in N. 
ars ago. 
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War Boffs B'way for 25-40% Drop; 
Only Fun, $37,000, SRO, ‘Angel, 116 
Clicking, ‘River’ Gets Fair 126 





War sent grosses tumbling; de- 
clines last week ranged from $2,000 
to $5,000 under already depleied 
figures blamed on pre-holiday going. 
Decreases were measured from 25% 
to 40%, with some exceptions where 
business was not yet affected. ‘Angel 
Street’ should click, getting $11,000, 


which is within $3,000 of house 
(Golden) capacity; ‘Sunny River, 
fair. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (1st week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Appears to have real 
chance, credited to strength of per- 
formance; $11,000 claimed, which is 
not much under capacity in limited 
size house, 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
(48th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Tapered 
off first time; gross around $13,000; 
had been getting $16,000; war un- 
questionably the reason. 


‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 


(11th week) (M-1,104; $4.40), Dropped | : ay Me eee 
for first time; had been selling out | three and one-half lean weeks. 


around | 


unti] the bad news broke; 
$19,500; credited with $24,000 previ- 
ously, 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Morosco (6th week) 
(CD-938; $3.30). One of the ex- 
ceptions; strong advance sale saved 
gross from material drop and tak- 
ings over $18,_00. 


712; $3.30). Rated over $7,500, drop- 
ping in proportion to other shows; 
two road companies operating 
original away out in front. 
‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (8th 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30), Off to around 
$8,000; will soon leave for road; al- 


though business considerably under | 


starting pace, this one is a winner. 

‘Cuckeos on the Hearth,’ Ambassa- 
dor (13th week) (C-1,172; $3.30). 
Not off as much as others because of 
moderate grosses to date; figured 
around $4,000. 

‘Golden Wings,’ Cort 
Friday (12) after playing six times. 

‘Hellzapoppin,”’ Majestic (168th 
week) (R-1,715; $3.30). Goes off to- 
night (17) and after laying off one 
week starts touring in Philadelphia; 
skidded under $15,000. 

‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (6th 
week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Got socked 
like the others, slipping to around 


$13,000 level; improvement unlikely | 
| local bow at the Forrest on Christ- 


until after Christmas. 
‘Hope for a Harvest,’ 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). 


Guild (3d 
Estimated 


Yanked last | 


| 


| 


| this week: eased off to around $7,500; 


Fulton | 


and | $13,000. 


| 
| 


under $8,000; ‘Papa Is All’ will fol- | 


low after another three weeks; ‘Har- 
vest’ then due to move. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (3d re- 
peat engagement) (22d week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Dropped to around 


|} been consistently good, but manage- 
| ment 


$17,000, which is low mark for ice} 


musical since last summer. 


| first 


‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (4th week) | 


(C-1,004; $3.30). Only couple 
hundred less than previous week, 
when gross was $14,500; advance sale 
affected, however. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (36th week) (M--1,387; $4.40). 
Another run musical that dropped: 
last season’s topper got around 
$22,000. 

‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box (7th 
week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Socked 
hard as any straight show: 
estimated around $6,500. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (7th week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). As close to capac- 
ity as anything on list: bit off at mid- 


as 


takings 


but quoted at $33,400. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (109th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Slipped to 
$10,500, record low for long run 
comedy, which is bound to survive 
present situation. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore 
week) (CD-991: $3.30) 
der $7,000, so business 
much off as : t} 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (59th 
week) (M-1,347: $4.40). Booked for 
road directly after New Year’s: 


(51st 
Dipped un- 
was not as 


mmea 


of the others 


of | 


io ee IE _{|ly and then 
Claudia,’ Booth (44th week) (CD | hentonatetas 


expected to play through holidays 
or longer; $7,500 estimated. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (2d 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Claimed to 
have drawn standees all perform- 
ances; only show getting that rating 
last week; estimated over $37,000. 

‘Sunny River,’ St. James (2d week) 
(M-1,520: $3.30). First full week saw 
fair gross for musical; around $12,000 
and, but for conditions, might have 
been better. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (55th 
week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Laying off 


going on road and should do much 
better. 

‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (14th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Socked heav- 
ily, with gross estimated around $6,- 
000 mark; one of war plays that may 
not survive. 

‘Theatre, Hudson (5th week) 
(CD-1,094: $3.30). Parties early last 
week helped here and gross was 
rated around $8,500; under expecta- 


tions, but should improve. 
‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ Forest. | 
Taken off Saturday after playing 


‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck | 
(37th week) (D-1,120; $3.30). Rated | 
around $12,000 last week: while off | 
like the field, strength of drama 
should keep it going through winter. 

Revival 

‘Macbeth.’ National (4th week) 
(D-1,162; $3.30). Started very strong- 
started slipping after 
war sent it several 


thousands downward last weeks 





PHILLY BOOKINGS SET; 
CANTOR FINE $30,000 





| Japs’ 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘All In Favor’—Elliot Nugent, 
Robert Montgomery, Jesse Dun- 











Philadelphia, Dec. 16 

Philly’s holiday setup is all 
ranged, with openings ‘staggered’ as | 
much as possible for coverage pur- | 
poses. 

For example, the Shuberts’ Gil- 
bert & Sullivan company opens Mon- 
day night (22) at the Locust for a 
two-weeks’ _ stay. ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ comes into the Walnut on 
Tuesday, also for a two-weeks’ stay. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ makes its long-awaited 


ar-| 


mas Day and will play three weeks. 


Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes’ is 
holding a third week, as generally 


understood. Biz at the Forrest has 





admits show needs plenty of| 
fixing and that factor enters into| 
holdover. Last week, with seven} 
performances as compared to six the} 
week, Cantor hit close to) 
$30,000. 





; en 


War, Xmas Sock V&Y | 
In Cleve.; Poor $4,000 


Cleveland, Dec. 16. 


Veloz and Yolanda were held 


| down to a slow waltz at Hanna last 


was 


week, when their ‘Dansation 
socked by everything from the wa 
to Christmas shoppers. 

the house 
current 


1,.460-capacity 
After 


} 
‘Kukan,’ Jap-Chinese | 


| film, Hanna may be dark until Jan. | DY 
}a heavy advance sale, ‘Hellzapoppin 


fig- | 


ured to have slipped to $15,000: an- | 


other low mark. 

‘Spring Again,’ Miller (5th week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Had been faring 
fairly well until the war broke out; 
coo 

















“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 


“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY 
WARNER BROS. 


Met. LOU CLAYTON 


Now" 


























| Rooms’ at $2.26 top. 


4, when ‘Tobacco Road’ returns. 





Father’ 18G in Cincy | 


Cincinnati, Dec. 16. 


‘Life With Father,’ starring Percy 
Waram and Margalo Gillmore, did 
okay by grossing approximately $18,- 


000 last week at the 2,500-seat 
at $2.83 top. War effect 
ous only in first half. 

It was the first show of the sea- 
son here sans Shubert booking, be- 
ing managed by J. Herman Thuman, 
Cincy’s longtime top impresario. 

This week the Cox has ‘Separate 
Same house 
gets ‘Tobacco Road,’ with John Bar- 
ton, next week at $1.70 top. 


Taft 
was seri- 





‘Blossom’ $6,000 in St. L. 


St. Louis, Dec. 16. 

The war and other stiff opposish 
crimped the b.o. activity for ‘Blos- 
som Time,’ and the Shubert-Rom- 
berg musical wound up one-week 
stand at the American theatre Sat- 
urday (13) with only a fair take. 
Eight performances grossed an esti- 
mated $6,000. House was scaled to 
$2.20. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ current at the 
American, started its ninth engage- 
ment in four seasons at this house 
Sunday (14). 





can. 
‘Jason’—George Abbott. 


and Myers. 


‘Portrait of a Lady’—Aldrich 


‘The First Crocus’—Edward 
Hambleton. 

‘Johnny on the Spot’—Shu- 
berts. 

‘In Our Time’—-Otto L. Prem- 
inger. 


‘Brooklyn, U. 8. A.’—Bernhard 
and Stander. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3rd Co.)— 
Max Gordon, 


JAPS SINK HUB 
B.0.: ‘JOEY’ 
N.G. $13,000 


Boston, Dec. 16. 
Legit took a serious slam from the 
Sunday attack, and _ trade 
dropped off last Monday and all 
through the week until Friday and 
Saturday, when it began to perk up 
again. 

‘Lady Comes Across,’ with Jessie 
Mathews, Mischa Auer and Joe E. 
Lewis, comes in from New Haven 
Tuesday (16). 

Estimates for This Week 


‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (2nd week) 
(1,600; $3.30). Took it on the nose 
like all the others, garnering so-so 
$13,000 for the second and final week. 

‘Papa Is All,’ Wilbur (3rd week) 
(1,227; $2.75). Minus the Guild sub- 
scription list support in the third 
frame, and plus the war scare, the 
highly touted comedy drew me- 
dium $8,500. 

‘Letters to 
(ist week) 











Lucerne,’ 
(1,480; 


Plymouth 
2.75). Drew 
tepid biz in its first tryout week. 
War play has no big names, but 
there are boosters who predict a 


| brighter future for it than indicated 


by the tepid $5,000 tallied last week. 
One more week. . 


‘SPRINGTIME’ 7G IN 
H’ WOOD; ‘DOWN’ OUT 





Hollywood, Dec. 16. 

In a hectic week that saw all 
theatres take a terrific shellacking 
because of blackouts, rain and holi- 
day shopping, one of the only two 
lighted legit houses, the El Capitan, 
weathered the blight to stack up 
surprising estimated $7,000 with Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Springtime 
for Henry.’ 

The musical, ‘They Can’t Get You 
Down,’ in its eighth week at the 
Music Box, found blackouts and war 
jitters too tough to face and did an 
foldo before the stanza ended 
(10) with a feeble $1,174 in the till. 
Management hopes to open again 
Christmas week and continue into 
the new year. 





| War-Depressed Detroit 
| Goes for ‘Hellz’, $30,000) 


Barely got poor $4,000 in full} 


: | etanz: at 
week matinee and a concession party, | 52222 


Detroit, Dec. 16. 
Coming in on a week when the 
public was looking for relief from 
depressing headlines, and boosted by 


got estimated $30,000 last week at 
the Cass. Scaled at $3.30 top. It 
was followed in (13) by ‘The Rivals.’ 

‘Separate wound up its 
second week at Shubert-Lafay- 
ette here with an approximate $6,500, 
giving it around $16,000 for 
week stretch. 


{00ms’ 


the 
the two- 


Current Road “aie 


(Dec, 17-27) 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim)—Nixon, Pittsburgh (17- 
20); Cass, Detroit (25-27). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor )—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (17-20). 

‘Blossom Time’—English, Indianap- 
Olis (17); Aud., St. Paul (25); Ly- 
ceum, Minneapolis (26-27). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee)-—-Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (17-27). 

‘Claudia’—Aud., Rochester, N. Y. 
(17); Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. (18). 

‘Claudia’—Aud., Charleston, W. Va. 
(26-27). 

‘Firefly’—Tivoli, San Francisco (17- 
27). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — National, 
Washington (17-20); Locust, Phila- 
delphia (22-27). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Virginia, Wheel- 

(Continued on page 63) 


abrupt and could do w 





| Play Out of Town 


The Lady Comes Across 


New Haven, Deco. 13. 

Musical comedy in two acts (11 scenes). 
Book by Fred Thompson and Dawn Powell: 
music and ly rice, orpop uke and John 
Latouche; boo irected by Romney Brent; 
choreography, George Balanchine; scenery 
and costumes, Stewart Chaney; stara Jessie 
Matthews; features Mischa Auer and Joe 
E. Lewis; production supervision, Morrie 
Ryskind; presented by Georgie Hale, in as- 
sociation with Charles R. Rogers and Nel- 
son Seabra, at the Shubert, New Haven, 
Deo. 11-18, '41; $3.80 top. 


Souvenir Hunters.. 








...Four Martins 







The Mayor eececece eeeedaer Mauric Gosfield 
Jill Charters...... seeetees ee Matthews 
Tony Patterson...casscesss Ronald Graham 
Otla Kibber.. ereeeeegee goeee. 100 Bb. Lewis 
Elmer James......:tdv0¥se...Mort Stevens 

BIT .ccccccecee coesccoccovee cetty Douglas 
Mre. Riverdale. .ccccsccesesss: Ruth Weston 
Campbell....... eeesceeees Gower Champion 
SE 6 54 0k0 400000 evccecccccec--veanne Tyler 
Rabs Appleway..ececseessee+, Wynn Murray 
Ernie Bustard...ccccescscsssss Mischa Auer 
Alberto Borel...... ee Stiano Braggiottl 
Baroness Helstrom. . +++ Helen Windsor 
The Phantom Lover. éiscesc ae Pat 


Ballerina Comique....... Eugenia Delarova 
Models (8); dancing girls (17): boys (8). 





Newest musical to have its preem 
here, ‘Lady Comes Across,’ shapes up 
as having poSsibilities after the play 
surgeons get in some extensive licks. 
Opening was pretty rough and a 
subsequent show caught showed lit- 


tle improvement. Production has a 
number of nice features which, if 
properly welded by skillful editing 
and revised material, should give it 
better than an even chance. First- 
nighters were receptive, but not 
overenthusiastic. 

At present, the weak link is the 
book. It’s more or less nebulous, be- 
ing something about a girl dreaming 
that she resembles a famous foreign 
spy and then taking the spy’s place 
in real life. There are long stretches 
when the book gets no recognition 
at all, which may not be so bad, in- 
asmuch as several of these gaps are 
pretty favorably filled with some 
nice dancing and a laugh or two. 

Jessie Matthews encountered a 
flock of distracting elements on open- 
ing night, including stuck zippers, a 
vase blowing over, a brief spill dur- 
ing a dance and actual illness in the 
second act, but she managed to sur- 
vive them and wound up with indi- 
cations of better things when the show 
finally settles down. Introductions 
to a couple of her a are 

h a little soft- 
ening buildup. Her wuancing gets 
over, but singing stymies her. 
Mischa Auer, making his musical 
comedy debut, puts himself over in 
top style in the role of a perfume 
blender along lines similar to his 
film parts. Comic is good for numer- 
ous laughs, including — situations 
evolving when he dons femme attire. 
Auer should repeat here his click 


‘on the screen. 


Joe E. Lewis, with his unorthodox 
brand of comedy delivery, has mo- 
ments that show possibilities of tle- 
ing up the show when properly si- 
monized. His rendition of ‘February’ 
(an oldie from his nitery repertoire, 
but new here) has double chins rip- 
pling with laughter, and he crops out 
with a timely novelty song titled 
‘Can’t Get the Merchandise’ that’s 
food for a series of chuckles. Ruth 
Weston likewise clicks with a nov- 
elty called ‘Queen of the Opera,’ 
which she talks-sings. Also okay on 
straight trouping. 

Wynn Murray, a virtual sylph in 
comparison with the tonnage she 
displaced at her last stopover here 
in ‘Boys from Syracuse,’ shouts and 
sings her way through a hard-boiled 
role which she fits nicely. ‘Hit the 
Ramp’ and ‘This Is Where I Came In’ 
are her standouts. Ronald Graham 
does okay by ‘You Take Me by Sur- 
prise’ and pleases in his acting se- 
auences, but, on the whole. seems 
neglected in the vocal department. 
The Four Martins are in for two har- 
monizing spectalties. Their best. and 
incidentally a we! snotted one. is 
‘Summer Is A-comin’ In.’ 

Score comprises 17 tunes, of which 
shout five impress as hit material. 
These are: ‘You Took Me by Sur- 
vrise.” ‘Summer Is A’comin’ In.’ ‘Hit 
the Ramp,’ ‘This Is Where I Came 
In.’ and ‘Feeling Lucky Today.’ ‘Sur- 
prise’ is only real standout. 

Terping carries a heavy share of 
this show's burden and carries it 
well. George Balanchine has intro- 
duced some of the cleverest ensemble 
entrances and exits seen here in 
some time. Rapid changes from one 
tyne of group to another are skiil- 
fully executed and ballets, tn toto. 
turn out to be a big asset to the pro- 
duction. A fresh and capable team 
of youngsters, Gower and Jeanne. 
wrap things up with some excellent 
hoofing, and their dialog-while-danc- 
ing sequence is tops as a ‘cute’ rou- 
tine. Lad also gets across teaming 
with Miss Matthews. Mare Platt also 
scores in dancing. 

Georgie Hale has given ‘Ladv’ a 
ewhetantial production. with sets. cos- 





fr~mes and general physical equip- 
ment on a worthwhile plane. Bone. 


. 


| 


Japs’ Blitz, Xmas Shopping Nick Chi: 
‘Purchase, $22,000, ‘Claudia,’ 116 Dip 





: 


Chicago, Dec. 16 

War news really boffed the legit 
grosses last week and they all felt 
the clutching hand at the wicket 
Now the houses are also runnin 
into the pre-Xmas days, so that the 
news on the grosses is destined to 
remain bleak for at least another 
two weeks. 


Great Northern stock com any 
tried with its second show, ‘Let's 
Have a Baby,’ but drew merciless 
blasting from all reviewers and the 
show quietly folded Saturday (13), 
Whether or not the Great Northerp 
will try again is questionable, 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (13th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dramatic click of the 
season is going to be around town 
for many weeks yet, but slipped 
under pressure to $11,000 last week. 

‘Let’s Have a Baby,’ Great North. 
ern (lst and final week) (1,300: 
$1.65). Wobbled to a quick close at 
$1,500. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger 
(9th week) (1,400; $3.85). Musical 
smash of the season so far will be 
here into January, anyway, with 
‘Panama Hattie’ slated to follow. 
Dipped with the others to $22,000. 

‘Native Son,’ Studebaker 
week) (1,300; $2.20). Mixed cast 
show getting a steady play, and low 
admission bringing in many of the 
Harlemites. Slipped to $6,000. 


WAR AFFECTS ‘ARSENIC’ 
IN PITT, OK $19,000 


Pittsburgh, Dec, 16. 


War news hurt ‘Arsenie and Old 
Lace’ somewhat at Nixon last week. 
Hit comedy grabbed around. $19,000, 
almost $10,000 of that coming from 
subscriptions, and, what with a $2.75 
top and fact that it was playing its 
first week under ATS auspices, only 
a few grand short of capacity. ‘Ar- 
senic’ is holding over this week, first 
show of season to stay at Nixon a 
fortnight, but without subscription 
backing for the h.o. 

Nixon’s currently in a swell spot, 
with solid line-up of musicals for 
next couple of months. Song-and- 
dance carnival starts Xmas _ night 
with return engagement of ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ pencilled in for 10 days, fol- 
lowed by ‘Pal Joey,’ and then ‘Pan- 
ama Hattie’ and ‘Louisiana Purchase,’ 
latter two for a fortnight each. 


War Dampens 6. & S. 
In Balto, Poor $6,200 


Baltimore, Dec. 18. 


The Shubert Gilbert and Sullivan 
troupe put in a week of rep at 
Ford’s last week and ran into the 
shock of war. At a top of $2.20, 
troupe picked up a bit on final play- 
ing days, but not enough to puli out 
of mild pace estimated at $6,200. _ 
Next show on legit calendar is 
T. Edward Hambleton’s production of 
‘The First Crocus,’ with Martha Hed- 
man in a comeback, slated for Dec, 
23 at the indie booked Maryland, 


‘Rivals’ N.G. $11,000 In 
Toronto; New War Hurts 


Toronto, Dec. 16. 
War in the East and Pre-Christmas 

















|slump was reflected at Royal Alex- 


andra, when ‘The Rivals’ chalked up 
estimated poor $11,000. 
Top was $3.60. 


é ? ° 
Lady’ OK 96 in N. H. 
New Haven, Dec. 16. | 
Lukewarm notices accompanied 
preem of ‘Lady Comes Across,’ but 
a comfortable advance sale aided 
toward an approximate $9,000; fair 
enough. 
Next show set is a_ weekend 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ due Dec. 25-27. 


‘North’ N.G. 414G in Milw 


- Milwaukee, Dec. 16. 

After opening satisfactorily Sun- 
day night and getting reviewers 
okay, ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ with 
Anita Louise and Owen Davis, J?. 
slumped badly in the face of war 
news competition and finished up its 
week at the 1,500-seat Davidson 
(UBO) Saturday night (13) with an 
estimated gross of only $4,500 at 
$1.65 top. 

The house will be dark over the 
holiday season, its mext show1ns, 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ not comins 


of 








in until Jan. 14. 
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Broadway 


_- —-- 


Eddie Cooke dropped 30 pounds 
during illness. 

Fred (Red } 
‘Panama Hattie.’ 

George Zorn back with ‘Angel 
Street’ (Golden). 

Charles Koerner, RKO _ theatre 
chief, weekended at Lake Placid. 

Walter H. Liebman, theairical at- 
torney, now partnered with Milton B. 
Eulau. 

Lou 


Spooner ahead of 


Davidson of Par’s h.o., an air 


raid warden, is getting hitched 
an. 11. , 
oe eal Arnaz and his wife, Lucille 


Ball, start a vaude tour Friday (19) 
for six weeks. 

Jeffrey Lynn, Warner star vaca- 
tioning in N. Y., back to the Coast 
over the weekend. ; 

Jack Schlaifer, Ed Small’s eastern 
rep, back in New_York this week 
after 10 days on Coast. 

Mrs. Al Goodman operated on 
Wednesday (10) at Medical Arts 
Hospital, N. Y. Doing OK. 

Grace Moore’s husband, Valentin 
Parera, due back from Saranac this 
week, cured after one year. 

Bill Doll and Sam Friedman hand- 
ling press on ‘Roller Follies,’ which 
gets under way at Coliseum, Balti- 

re, Jan. 7. 
"lee Buchwald, g.m. of Fleischer 
cartoon studios in Miami, in New 
York over the weekend for huddles 
with Paramount execs. 

Femme strike pickets outside the 
Brass Rail on Seventh Avenue wear- 
ing Yuletide garb and Christmas 
signs on their walking tours. 

Warners annual Christmas party 
was held at the Vitaphone studio, 
Brooklyn, Saturday (15), with 2,800 
children and adults attending. 

Ted Deglin, in charge of Madison 
Square Garden publicity, has just 
returned to his desk after being 
bedded by the flu for two weeks. 

Claire Trevor came in from the 
Coast Monday (15) on her way back 
from making a p.a. at the Russian 
War Relief rally in Boston Sunday 
(14) night. : 

Bill Hardy’s Americana collections 
from his Bill’s Gay 90s nitery are 
being utilized by Warner Bros. for 
pictures on Cohan, Tony Pastor and 
Jim Corbett. 

Metro is dickering for the play by 
Irving Brecher and Manuel Seff, 
with possibility studio may finance 
stage production. Both are M-G con- 
tract scripters. 

Special morning shows for kids 
daily during Xmas holidays by the 
Film Library of the Museum of 
Modern Art, starting Saturday (20) 
through Jan, 3. 

Even war seems to have no effect 


on those title thinker-uppers in 
shorts departments of the major 
studios. Universal last week reg- 


istered: ‘A Jerk in the F.O.B.” 
C. Aubrey Smith and Boris Karloff 
(a couple Britishers) 


(21) and will take them to ‘It Hap- 
pens on Ice’ as guests of manage- 
ment. 

Film Crities Circle will make its 
‘best’ film players selections per 
usual this year, but will dispense 
with its festive cocktail hoopla 
because of the war. The elimination: 
Jan. 31. 

Jim Mulvey, Sam Goldwyn’s east- 
ern rep, who has been out sick for a 
couple months and recently returned 
from recuperative stay in Florida, 
back in his office four hours or so 
each day. 


Harry Buxbaum, Greater N. Y. dis- | 
trict manager for 20th-Fox, has been | 


fade president of Motion Picture 
Associates for 1942, while Jack Ellis, 
RKO salesgetter, becomes first V.p. 

Robert Pratchett, son of A. L. 
Pratchett, Paramount's managing di- 
rector in Central America and most 


of South America, is in the thick of | 


the fighting in the Pacific. Pratchett, 
Sr., due in N. Y. shortly for home- 
office huddles. 

With the extra ad lib business, by 
the time Sophie Tucker and George 
Jessel get through that ale-and- 
Sandwiches routine in ‘High Kick- 


ers,” Soph complains the stuff makes | 


her heady. She's 


petitioned 
to cut the beer. 


props 
Mexico City 
By Douglas L. Grahame 


Stella Inde, pic star, home afte: 
® months in New York. 


_Mapy Cortes, Argentinian stage- | 
Pic-radio star, denies reports that | 


she intends to quit this country. 


Ricardo Pani, owner of CLASA 
studios, largest picture plant here, 
studying civilian aviation. He al- 
ready has 14 hours flying time. 

Maria Tereza Montoya, junior 
dramatic actress, heading’ a city- 
subsidized company at the Teatro 
abregas here, has purchased an old 
Mansion in Coyoacan. 


Egon Zappert, Austrian megger 


who reportedly made the first ver- | 


sion of ‘Grand Hotel’ in Vienna, a 
Political refugee here. Plans pic 
work during the winter. 

Augustin Lara, Mexican pop song 
Writer, is cutting short his stay in 
South America to hustle home be- 
Cause of the new international emer- 
8ency. He is now in Chile. 

Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno). tramp 


comic, clicking in the Pan American | 


show he and Ramon Reachi are pre- 
senting at the Follies here, rounded 
out five years as a stage actor. 
Three of Me-:ico’s leading war- 
blers, Juan Villanueva, tenor, and Jack Lister, Jack Hylton’s man- 
Margarita Maris and Albertina Mon- | ager, suffering from ulcers. 
tano, sopranos, have been added to Composer Noel Gay in trouble with 
the staff of radio station EFB (10,000 | the police through dangerous driving. 
watts) at Monterey. Barbara Mullen named as 


London 





signed for the lead in the pie version | 
of ‘El Verdugo de Seville’ (The | ances, ‘Ladies in Retirement’ closed 











Ben Cammack, RKO head, to 


States for vacash | Cochran’s new revue. 


More than a thousand attended 
asado (Argentine ba>becue) at Sono 
Film to announce ‘42 program of 12 
features. 


London. 
Metro has option on Boulton 
Brothers to produce another picture 


Don Miguel Machinandiarena re-|for them after they have done 
ported contracting Libertad La- | ‘Thunder Rock.’ : ; 
marque for two films at San Miguel Arthur Jarratt’s contract with 


Gaumont-British, which was for five 
years, expires next February, but 
| understood it will be renewed. 
Orpheum, owned by Odeon circuit, 
has been leased by George Black, Jr. 
and Harry Hanson; operating vaude- 
ville policy and straight plays. 
Lydia Kyasht staging a short sea- 
son of Russian Ballet, opening at the 
Garrick Nov. 12, with eariy evening 
shows and three matinees weekly. 
United Artists-Alexander Korda’s 
‘Lydia’ opens for run at Odeon, 
Leicester Square, at Christmas. Con- 
tract is for minimum of four weeks, 
with option. 
Robert Newton, now serving in the 


studio at 140,000 pesos. 


U. S. director John Reinhardt 
feted after completing ‘Novia en 
Apuros’ (‘Bride in Trouble’) at 
Baires, He’s gone to N. Y. 


Co-associates in local Associated 
Argentine Artists gave blood to help 
Elias Alippi, now ill in sanatorium. 
He’s reported on the mend. 

Robert K. Hawkinson, chief of the 
Latin-American division of RKO. 
down for an extended inspection and 
os. of releasing setup in all coun- 
ries, 


Radium Films, Rusky distributors, 
arranged shipments of Soviet news- 
reels by plane in order to compete 
with U. S. films in timeliness. Had 
been boated. 

Francisco Mugica 
lescencia’ at Lumiton. Features 
Mirtha Legrand, Angel Magana., 
Silvana Roth and Felisa Mary. Story 
by Sixto Pondal Rios. 


Local director Luis Saslavsky, ex- 
pected back next month to do one |} 
for Baires and another for A.A.A.. | 
has been working in Hollywood, re- 
portedly with Orson Welles. 

Heavy snows and storms delayed 
megger Mario Soffici and company 
from shooting exteriors of ‘El 
Camino de las Llamas’ (‘Road of the 
Llamas’) in the Andes near Chile. 


Maipo theatre opened new revue 
season with ‘Tanguifiquese Senor’ 
(‘Tango Tipped Senor’) starring en- 
tirely new cast including Marcelo : 
Ruggero, Laura Hernandez and Trini | stars on his recent 


Admiralty to appear as Jim Mollison 
in the new Herbert Wilcox film about 
Amy Johnson. 

Prominent renters of the Kine- 
matograph Renters Society are con- 
sidering whether they should take 
up collective action in the matter of 
} rental terms. 
| Sidney Bernstein, in Films Council 
of Ministry of Information in ad- 
visory capacity, has been compelled 
to take to his bed for a month by 
doctor’s orders. 


started ‘Ado- 





| daughter Antoinette, 

| became a grandpop Nov. 17. She, and 
her husband, Captain Bruce Seton, | 
are stage and film folk. 

| Commodore Lord Louis Mountbat- 





visit to the 





will entertain | 
75 British sailors at dinners Sunday | 


bageeemn4 there would not only be 


| public, since the theatre has an im- 
| portant morale function in times of 


| Moran. | American film colony. 
| Cicely Courtneidge and Jack Hul- 
rao bert losing their only offspring, to 
* > | . | marriage; daughter Pamela wedding 
America In Milw. a neighboring farmer. She had ap- 
| peared in one or two shows with 
her parents as Pamela Rosemary. 
: | ‘Hi Gang,’ Gainsborough Films’ 
declaration of war—they blossomed ‘first pic starring Bebe Daniels, Vic | 














Continued from page 1} 


forth in typical American cowboy | Oliver and Ben Lyon, follows | 
costumes, with furred chaps, gay | Michael Balcon-United Artists’ ee 
|neckerchiefs and wide-brimmed | with Wings’ at Gaumont-British's 


for pre-West 


sombreros. Their broad, ruddy Teu- | Gaumont, Haymarket, 


| End release. 


this | 
Fernando Soler, dramatic actor, | year’s actress for ‘Peter Pan* revival.|a while to do some theatre work, 
After more than 1,000 perform- 


'doing new numbers for Charles B.| Howard Price. WCAE trio, 
Bea Lillie to | with film star Allan Jones and Landt 


Navy, got special leave from the! 


With the birth of a daughter to his | —and 
Frank Cellier | 


ten proudly displaying a gold cigaret | 
case presented to him by Hollywood | 


locally, has a role in the new Kay 
Kyser picture, ‘Playmates.’ 

Jerry Kurtz, local junior writer 
with M-G on Coast, has been in- 
ducted into army out there. 

Carole Daye, singer with Art 
Barker 4 at Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta 
Room, was ‘Miss New Orleans’ in ’40. 

Sammy Walsh quitting niteries for 





opening at Carmen in Philly Xmas 
day. 


Sevilla Executioner’) which he | at St. Martin’s. | Ted Blake quitting Al Mercur’s 
played with distinction on the Mexi- Ronald Frankau laid off for three| Nut House here for Brother Lew 
can stage. Production starts in Janu-| weeks due to his pianist, Monty} Mercur’s screwball emporium in 
ary. Crick, going under operation. | Miami. 
— Donald Wolfit preparing a Christ- Dozen ‘corpses’ used in ‘Arsenic 
. mas production of ‘A Midsummer | and Old Lace’ were recruited here 
Buenos Aires Night’s Dream’ at the Strand theatre. | at the St. Joseph House of Hos- 
Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ follows | pitality. 
By Ray Josephs ‘Fantasia’ at the Gaumont-British; J. English Smith, former Play- 
New Gallery for run, starting Christ- house p.a., acting with Macon (Ga.) 
w ( : * ; mas. little theatre group while at Camp 
officially. Nazi) on local blacklist Manning Sherwin and Val Guest; Wheeler. 


sang 


trio in a Seranton, Pa., church choir 


star. 
Stuart Dunlap, M-G chief for Leslie Henson best man at the | years ago. 
Argentina, to Rio on biz. wedding of his fellow comedian, 


Sid Jacobs, WB district manager 


Richard Hearne to Yvonne Ortner in |here. frantically trying to get word 


of his son, Bob, an army lieutenant 
in Hawaii. 

Yale Dramatic Association. in “The 
Waterbury Tales,’ coming here next 
Tuesday (23) for first time since 
1915, when Monty Woolley was in 
*he cast. 














New Year’s Eve 


Continued from page 1 





tradition and the insatiable Amer- 
ican spirit. 

However, the weight of the evi- 
dence to the contrary is impressive. 
One outstanding cancellation was a 
$5,000 party fer a group that would 
have virtually taken over a certain 
class east side bistro in Manhattan 
for its very own. 


Further adding to the negation 
is the marked downbeat in advance 
bookings for private New Year’s 
eve parties in the sundry parlors 
and restaurants in the _ different 
hotels—separate and apart from the 
main public rooms. Then, too, a 
growing custom has been for in- 
timate groups of from six to 12 to 
| hire a couple of hotel suites— 
bedrooms, parlors, pantries attached 
stage their own private 
whoopee with bring-your-own liquor 
to radio music accomp. 

Showmen seize upon the week- 
end upbeat in New York nitery 
spending as evidence that at the 
first sign of good news Americans 
will lose their doldrums and even 
go further in  pleasure-seeking, 
amusement spending, ete. The up- 
beat started Friday and the week- 
end was good. 

The bonifaces blame the N. Y. 
| dailies for over-dramatizing the war 
and scaring the oldsters; that the 
young men have been iiching to get 
into the war with any of the Axis, 
anyway. Also, that when the uni- 
forms show up around Gotham, as 
they are already, with the boys on 








| 





Hollywood 


Leif Erikson laid up with flu. 

Robert Young back from Boston, 

Larry Darmour recovering from 
abdominal surgery. 

Jerry Hoffman checked off Ware 
ners publicity staff. 

William Gargan soaking up sun- 
shine at Palm Springs. 

Robert Lowrey, 20tL-Fox 
bedded with bronchitis. 

Frank Kerwin reopening Copaca- 





actor, 


| bana nitery as Sugar Hill. 


Bob Landry, Life magazine pho- 
tog, stranded in Honolulu. 

Ray Collins in Santa Monica hos- 
pital fighting off pneumonia. 

A. M. Botsford in from New York 
for 20th-Fox studio huddles. 4 

John C. Flinn, Jr., assigned to 
Warners planting department. 

June Havoc going back to New 
York for the Christmas holidays. 

Herbert Drake, chief flack for 
Orson Welles, laid up with grippe. 

Mickey Rooney to wed Ava Gard- 
ner, Metro actress, some time next 
year. 

Rex Lease on crutches with a 
broken kneecap, sustained on loca- 
tion. 

Kay Kyser was appointed grand 
marshal of the Tournament of Roses 
parade. a, 

Y. Frank Freeman returned to his 
Paramount desk after two days off 
with flu. 

Damon Runyon’s first film produc- 
tion at RKO is delayed until late in 
January. 

Mrs. George Hearst, wife of San 
Francisco publisher, granted a di- 
vorce in Reno. 

George Dembow in town on coast- 
to-coast tour of National Screen 
Service branches. 

Hugh Herbert, who started acting 
as a three-year-old, celebrated his 
50th year as a thesp. 

Marie McDonald, film actress, back 
in the hospital after partial recovery 
from auto crash injuries. 

Henry Wilcoxon joined the Coast 
Guard auxiliary and was ordered to 
blackout duty the first night. 

Nate Blumberg announced one 
week’s salary as a Christmas bonus 
to every Universal employe making 
less than $40 weeklv 

Motion Picture Relief Fund went 
over the top in the sale of Christmas 
Cards for its annual Santa Claus 
party for children of Fund bene- 
ficiaries. 

Maury Marcus staying in the U.S. 
for the duration of the war. He was 
ready to sail for Shanghai as Far 
Eastern manager for United Artists 
when hostilities broke. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Employes of Loew’s sharing in 


| Xmas divvy. None will receive less 


than $25. 

Ballet Russe skedded for 
performances with the St. 
symphony orch Jan. 2, 3, 4. 

Oscar C. Welz, tooter, nabbed at 
his home for operating a weather 
lottery enterprise. Cops confiscated 
8,900 tickets. 

Edward R. Murrow, chief of CBS 
European news staff, copped ‘Man 


three 
Louis 











of the Year’ plaque at a Kappa 


pe a _— sande Jes ol | Princes and Saville theatres, both| furloughs for the Xmas holidays, — frat one dinner here. 
ar ’ i ags J ae a. : P x 1 : , s . ane Mes << ps 
age he - py at f _ apn loperated by Firth Shephard, have| and the college kids stream in, it} a —— prea ' ore, _ 
! O7 electric fans ; ne ' ~ maui i rho wed = sever: eks ago : 
= ' . - paene ef « ucts —, o instituted fining system to all custom-| will put an entirely new complexion Gr - , I int i oht Pi 
their German repertoire was dis-j| cneiiaias. a } + without gas- F pa : -e the worried | zreenville, . brought his bride 
: ers who arrive at show without gas-| on things, and reassure the worrie to St. Louis on film shopping tour 
carded for all American and patri-| mask. In this way $1,600 has been! parents, improve morale, etc. | SRO- ned ' 


otic tunes. collected, which goes to Royal Air 
Force Benevolent Fund. 

In addition to the Coliseum panto- 
mime, there will be another at Stoll’s, 
‘Babes in the Wood,’ for the Christ- 
season. In the cast are Tessa 


Replace ‘German’ Billing 
Mader’s German restaurant paint- 
ed out the ‘German’ and replaced it 
with ‘famous,’ while other cafes 

















| Slay Actor — ? 








mas  —— ontinued from page ?= 
quickly withdrew their ‘Deutsche | Dean, Nervo and Knox, Wallace . 
Kuche’ advertising, replacing it with | Lupino, Helen Barnes. Show being| the program was not being aired 
\‘Swiss cooking’ or ‘home cooking’ | produced by Lupino Lane. . 
}announcements and altering menus Sam Browne, radio ———, pw 
to give German dishes American ‘shot by bullets crashing through th 


window while travelling on a train to 


and the audience was warned not to 
give away the joke. 
Just before the show was to go on 


SRO mob turned out for concert 
presented by Sergei Rachmaninoff 
under sponsorship of the Civic Musie 
League in opera house of Municipal 


| Auditorium. 


| 


Wallie Heim, asst. to Rex Wil- 


|liams, manager of Loew’s. a bene- 


dict. He recently succeeded Jack 
Winkler, who quit job to work in 
armament plant. 

Boris Goldovsky, director of the 


| 
| 
i 


| . 
' Cleveland, Akron and Canton opera 
|seasons, on deck for presentation of 


jnames. Obviously, German waiters slay a date in Bristol. He was rushed at 7:30 pe Reed rushed into the |‘Musica Missouriana’ at the Munici- 

|sang ‘God Bless America,’ the or- to heapital in Bath and is now out of studio wearing makeup and costume |pal Auditorium last week. 

| chestras played patriotic music and danger. Army maneuvers were tak-| for his appearance in ‘Hope for a@/ Rex Williams, his aide Wallie 

the U. S. flag was in evidence gen- | jing place in the neighborhood. _ | Harvest’ at the Guild theatre, N.Y.,| Heim, and Bernie Evens of UA, made 

erally. Jack Waller’s ‘Cavalcade of Musi- after the Allen broadcast. As he/|tieup with local Safety Council af- 
Little German was spoken, and _ cal Shows ’ which comprises excerpts reached the microphone and the pong gg se sey = a: wae 

that in hushed voices. while the | from all his former successes, benign program started, others of the -— = ’ ec wd -. ign , poee re - 
ade eit sie : 1;.. | Bobby Howe heading cast, opens 1 | began deliberately, but apparently |@wntown district plugging ‘Sun- 

crowds sipped their beer and lis- the sticks around Christmas for six| "4.1, aintin +> tm yoni their | down, current at Loev 

tened to the war news coming from |... ks and may come to the West se Fir i Adem ide ohein * com | 

| the radios. A few, too outspoken, End thereafter. Jack Hylton is in on a @ complete stop, seen Senaaliee neg . . 

|} were quickly arrested and substan- | this Waller venture. i? Sghe- ae Pac — — =e Minneapolis 

tially fined in police court, and now Barbara Mullen seems set for Lager — = es: - = — hiner ti oo 7 

the town is quite in order—a new | year’s ‘Peter Pan’ title role. Not fre ZY a te began a ib ing oc wel By Les Rees 

order—but not Hitler’s. ince Gerald du Maurier played both | the silence, meanwhile repeatedly | — 


- Darling and Captain Hook in the 
oe er show at the Duke of York's 
in 1904 have the parts been doubled, 
but it will be tried again this Christ- 
mas with Alistair Sim. 











Equity Warning 


Continued from page eae 

















siete 


unless obtaining consent of the man- | 
ager. 
| If actors were permitted to walk, | 
[chaotic conditions might result. | Mary Lou Savage, showgirl, has 
| While patriotic zeal is not to be dis- | one to Miami for the winter season. 
| counted, Equity pointed out that a Flynn, in town drumbeating 
| members and the association have a | «pa) Joey,’ signs all his press copy 
| duty to other member in the shows. | ‘Pal Joey Flynn.’ 

Irene Cowan back emceeing on 
WCAE’s ‘4 O'clock Frolic’: after a 
| hospital checkup. 

Genevieve Lifton, former Wwwsw 
a hardship on the manager, theatre | wolties pre yaaa Sidney's new | 
| and other players, but also on the | Ruth Rein. Lemme town gal, com- 
ing to the Stanley Friday (19). as 
vocalist with Jan Savitt. 

lice Fleming, oldtime stock fave 


By Hal Cohen 





| If actors walked out before replace- 
| ments were rehearsed, shows would 
probably be forced to close. In such 


war, 


' tors. 


giving Miss Klein her cue. Finally, 
as the studio audience was about to 
explode with laughter, the actress 


said into the microphone, ‘There’s a|Tenamed Newsreel itt 
| page missing from my script.’ 


| By that time, Reed was in a lather 


Pittsburgh ‘of anxiety and perspiration, but the 


;} how! from the audience awoke him 
‘to the fact that he was being ribbed. 
Thereafter, the show was played 
more or less in earnest for specta- 
Same script is slated for 
broadcast tonight (Wednesday). 
Somewhat similar practical joke 
was pulled on Andre Kostelanetz 
some years ago by members of his 
‘orchestra. In that case, the studio 
clock was surreptitiously moved for- 


telanetz, thinking his program was 
‘actually on the air, was horrified 





| treasurer, 
| who 


| 
| 
| 





ward about 15 minutes and Kos-| ‘* 





‘All girl revue’ booked into Al- 
verdes nitery. 

Esquire, loop sure-seater, being 
conformity 
with new policy. 

Harry Hirsch in Chicago lining up 
talent for the Hirsch-Katz burlesque 
season, opening at the Alvin Dec. 26. 

Moe Levy and Joe Podoloff, 20th- 
Fox district and branch manager. re- 
spectively, in Chicago for sales’ con- 
ference. 

Alvin Anderson back as Orpheum 
replacing Dick Woollen, 
resigned to become Horace 
Heidt’s exploiteer. 

Charles Edward Van Duzee, who 
owned first Minneapolis film theatre 
and later was film distributor here, 
possed away in California at age of 


Art Anderson. Warner branch 
manager, and John J. Fried] and 
John Branton, Minnesota Amus. Co. 


when the musicians all began play-| president and booker, respectively, 


ing flat and off beat. 


in Chicago froning out circuit deal. 
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OBITUARIES 


OSCAR E. WEE 


Oscar E. Wee, 60, New York legit 
and road-show producer, died at his 
temporary home in Cambridge, 
Mass., Dec. 9. His last presentation 
in Boston was ‘The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ at the Copley theatre. 

Wee, who was in show business 
for 40 years, reproduced for the road 
such attractions as ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye,’ ‘Margin for Error,’ ‘Native 
Son,’ ‘Dangerous Corner,’ ‘Dracula,’ 
‘Cat and the Canary,’ etc. He oper- 
ated in Chicago, Philadelphia, Pitts- 
burgh, Washington and other cities 
as well as New York. 

About 10 years ago Wee formed a 
partnership with Jules J. Leventhal 
to operate the Waldorf, Forrest and 
Hudson theatres in New York. Their 
road productions in 1934 occupied 
about 12 houses in 11 cities. The 
partnership with Leventhal was dis- 
solved in 1939, Wee then going in 
with Frank McCoy on operation of 
the Maplewood theatre, Maplewood, 
a 

He rejoined Leventhal last sum- 
mer for road plays at $1 top and 
later maintained bookings on the 
firm’s subway circuit, including the 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, and the Windsor, 
Bronx. Wee's Broadway produc- 
tions included ‘Something for Noth- 
ing,” ‘The Devil of Pei-Ling,’ ‘No- 
where Bound,’ ‘Every Thursday’ and 
‘The Perfumed Lady.’ 

His widow, former stage actress 
known professionally as Louise 
Price, survives. 





LAWRENCE GRATTAN 

Lawrence Grattan, 71, former 
actor and playwright, died in N. Y., 
Dec. 9. 

Grattan first appeared on the 
stage 59 years ago in Portland, Me., 
and later toured with stock com- 
panies. He had headed and starred 
in his own company, and had 
written many vaudeville sketches 
and acted in many of these with his 
wife, Eva Taylor, on the B, F. 
Keith-Albee-Orpheum Circuit. 


JOHN OTTO ROHDE 


John Otto Rohde, 48, Oklahoma 
City branch manager for. Warner 
Bros., died Saturday (13) in Okla- 
homa City following an illness of 


two weeks. Survived by widow and 
two children. 
Funeral services and interment 


took place Monday (8) in Oklahoma 
City. 


ADOLPH SANOWSKY 

Adolph Sanowsky, 65, pioneer ex- 
hibitor, died of a cerebral hem- 
morhage in St. Louis County hos- 
pital last week. Prior to his retire- 
ment seven years ago Sanowsky op- 
erated a string of indie nabes in St. 
Louis. His widow, a daughter and 
two sons survive. 


FRANK CONRAD 


Frank Conrad, 67, radio experi- 
menter and inventor, died Dec. 11 
of a heart attack in Miami. He 
founded KDKA, Pittsburgh, pioneer 
U. S. station, in 1920, and has been 
an executive of Westinghouse ever 
since. 

Further details in 





Radio section. 


RALPH H. CARY 

Ralph H. Cary, 89, for years a 
cornetist in leading New York thea- 
tre orchestras and holder of a life 
membership in the N. Y. musicians 
union, died at Burton, O., Dec. 9. 

Two brothers and a sister sur- 
vive. 


J. G. BERGEL 


chasing department, died Dec. 9 in 
Hollywood. 

Mrs. Anna Elizabeth Hall, 70, 
mother of Alexander Hall, Columbia 
director, died Dec. 10 in Hollywood. 





Mother of Daniel R. Houlihan, 
chief booker for 20th-Fox in Albany, 
died in a hospital there Dec. 12. 





Mother, 65, of Mack Gordon, song- 
writer, died Dec. 15 in Beverly Hills, 


MARRIAGES 


Nancy Raye Gross to Howard 
Hawks, in Pasadena, Cal. Dec. 10. 
Bride is a screen writer. He's a film 
producer. 

Molly Kalloa to Joe Shevak, in 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 13. He is bass 
player with Mario’s ‘Pan-American 
orch., 

Flossie Deans to Warren Coving- 
ton, in Hernando, Miss., Dec. 3. He’s 
musician with Mitchell Ayres orch. 

Ruth Kendall to Monte Trimble 
in Kansas City, Nov. 26. Bride is 
member of sales staff of KCKN, K.C. 

Dorothy Lee to John Bersbach, 
Dec. 11, in Winnetka, ll. Bride film 





Cal 


actress. 
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War Hurts 


of California’s Governor Culbert L. 
Olson, is the East-West game held 
the same day in San Francisco; the 
Santa Anita race meet scheduled to 
start Dec. 31, and the subsequent 
Bay Meadows meet. 

New Orleans has likewise can- 
celled its traditional Mardi Gras, 
scheduled to start Feb. 17, the first 
postponement of this hemisphere’s 
biggest public carnival since they 
teed it off in 1827. Status of the New 
Year’s Day Sugar Bowl game, which 
will match the Fordham and Mis- 
souri U football teams, has not yet 
been officially determined by Army 
and New Orleans officials. 

Another major southern ‘party,’ 

the Memphis Cotton Carnival (May 
11), has also been called off, but the 
south gets some compensation by the 
shifting of the California Rose Bowl 
game between Duke and Oregon 
State to Durham, N. C. _ Frisco’s 
East-West game will likewise be 
shifted to some inland or southern 
site. 
The war’s worst blow to the west 
coast thus far is the suspension of 
the major sports events, with the 
losses running high into the mil- 
lions of dollars. 

Cancellation of the Rose Bowl 
game and Tournament of Roses 
parade will cost Southern California 
around $2,500,000. Purchasing power 
of around 1,000,000 people for the | 
parade and 90,000 for game will be} 
lost by Army order to call off the 
two events due to the fact so many 
people would be exposed in one 
place and the danger of snarling 
traffic in the event of crisis. Pasa- 
dena and Los Angeles hotels which 
normally sell out long before New 
Year’s Day reported 50% cancella- 
tions even before cancellations made 
known. Since then another 25% is 
expected. Refunds approximating 
$264,000 are already being made on 
an advance sale of 60,000 tickets for | 
the Rose Bowl game. 

Winter trade at Southern Cali- | 
fornia resorts is expected to count | 
its loss up to $20,000,000, as out-of- | 
towners are shying away from this | 
danger zone. Action of Governor | 
Culbert Olson in declaring a state | 
of emergency for entire state is ex- | 
pected to cut deeper into tourist | 
revenue, 

It has not yet been indicated 
whether the Orange Bowl game in 
Miami New Year’s Day, between | 
Georgia and Texas Christian, and the 
Cotton Bowl contest in Dallas be- 
tween Texas A. & M. and Alabama. 
will be interfered with. U. S. Army 
officers are of the opinion that the 
eastern seaboard can continue under 
normal conditions, discounting un- 
foreseen aerial attacks, and that 
Texas will not be involved in any 
case. 

There is 
many 


Continued f 








| 





| 
concern in | 
especially the Coast, | 
on the status of college football and 
pro baseball next season. It’s pos- 


particular 
sectors, 





sible there will be many suspensions 


J. G. Bergel, 39, for years drama|of major sports operations, 


critic of the London Evening News, 
died in a flying accident Nov. 17. 
He was overseas for flying duties in 
the RAF, but joined the Air Trans- 
port Auxiliary Service as a pilot 
and held the rank of first officer. 


MINNIE RAYNER 

Minnie Rayner, 72, actress since 
1880, died in London Dec. 13, She 
claimed never to have missed a per- 
formance in 61 years on the stage. 

Miss Rayner appeared in the US., 
at the Shubert theatre, N.Y., in 1929 
in ‘Symphony in Two Flats.’ 


HARRY REINHOLD 
Harry Reinhold, 47, vet music 
publishing executive, died in Chi- 
cago Dec. 15. 
Further details in music depart- 
ment. 





Max Horowitz, father of Al Horo- 
witz, chief of Republic studio pur- 


| ¢ notably 
|in the Pacific area. 


| national 


Sports, Civic Events 
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phis Cotton Carnival, the liveliest 
among its younger competitors, have 
been called off pending the return 
of peace. The loss to hotels, res- 
taurants, niteries, theatres, ete. in 
both cities will run to more than 
$2,000,000. 

Both events drew the attention of 
show business in many forms—car 
nivals, name bands, Hollywood guest 
stars, and just plain participating 
visitors among them—and_ each 
brought thousands from all over the 
country. Mardi Gras would have 
opened Feb. 17, the Carnival May 11. 

In New Orleans, this means the 
cancellation of 39 balls and eight 
parades. In Memphis about 14 balls 
and five parades will fall by the 
wayside. 

It is expected that the use of mu- 
sic, both name orchestras and local 
bands, will drop considerably under 
that of this year for this reason. The 
Memphis Federation of Musicians 
had reported a banner year for 1940 
in point of money earned by union 
musicians and jobs played, was ex- 
pecting still better figures for 1941. 
The annual Winter debut season is 
also being curtailed, all the Memphis 
prospective debutantes except one 
having abandoned plans for coming 
out formally. Each debutante would 
have meant at least one or two jobs 
for orchestras. 

Indications were that other cities 
throughout the South would follow 
suit. Mobile, for instance, announced 
cancellation of all Mardi Gras pians 
the day following New Orleans. 
Chattanooga, Asheville, N. C., Nash- 
ville, Little Rock are among the 
larger spots that have festivals of 
one sort or another. 

In the Memphis area, there are 
dozens of smaller municipalities that 
have their own Cotton Carnivals, 
Peach Festivals, Strawberry Festi- 
vals, Watermelon Festivals, Horse 
Shows, etc., all concluding with a 
grand ball employing a name band. 
These are being abandoned almost 
daily as citizens’ committees swing 
into war activities of various sorts. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Milton Katims, son, 
Dec. 7, in New York. Father is 
member of house orchestra at WOR, 
New York; mother is also a musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Kosiner, 
daughter, in New York, Dec. 9. 
Father is United Artists home office 
representative for the western divi- 
sion. 


Mr. and Mrs. Vaughn Monroe, 
daughter, in New York, Dec. 13. 


Father is bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Enns, daughter, 
in Des Moines, Dec. 11. Father is 
sales manager for the 
Cowles radio stations. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roland Grey, son, in 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. Father is on en- 
gineering staff of KQV, Pitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kerrigan, 
daughter, in Des Moines, Dec. 10. 
Kerrigan is assistant production 
|manager of Station WHO, Des 
| Moines, 


Santa Anita’s Payroll 


Cancellation of the Santa Anita 
|meet affects around 3,000 persons 
normally employed. Also hard hit 
are horse owners who have shipped 
1,500 thoroughbreds to Arcadia 
track. 


The State received around $10.- 
000,000 in revenue from the track in 
the past seven years, Track officials 
offered to waive all profits on next 
year’s meet and make that a contri- 
bution to the Government. 





N. O. Memphis Fetes Off 
Memphis, Dec. 16. 

Within a week of war’s declaration. 
the South cancelled its two leading 
parties ‘for the duration.’ Ths his- 
toric New Orleans Mardi Gras, gen- 
erally regarded as the largest an- 
nual celebration in the Western 
Hemisphere, even surpassing the Rio 
de Janeiro Carnival and the Mem- 








Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Bridges, son, 
|in Hollywood, Dec. 8. Father 
| film actor. Mother is actress 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Heidt, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 7, in Los Angeles. Father 
is the hand leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Ross, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 7. 
Father is head of Republic’s studio 
legal staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Roland, 
daughter, in Beverly Hills, Dec. 9. 
Mother is Constance Bennett, film 
actress. Father is also in pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Root, son, in 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. Father is screen 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Robbins, 
daughter, in New York, Dec. 13. 
Father is son of Herman Robbins, 
president of National Screen Serv- 
ice. 


and 





Geo Marchetti! Ore 
Leonard Cooks 


Old Falls Tavern 


Diane Cooper 
Eddie Thomas 
Watson Sis 
Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Al Kilbride 


Open Door Cafe 
Jeannettes (10) 
Sheila Starr 
Bank & Fay 
Joan Maury 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 

Palumbo's 
Yvonettes 
Henry Patrick 
Ben Perry 
3 Peppers 
Alman Roland 
Bonnie Stewart 
Kaye & Grey 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Russell LaBean 
Linda Lief 
Virginia Vaughn 
Irmgrad & Alan 
Leonora Co-Eds 
Dorothy Snow 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Walter John 

Roman Grille 
Gloria Dale 
A! Capron Ore 
Carrol Ann 
Spic & Span 
Billy Kelley 

Rendezvous 

(Hotel Senator) 

Latins (4) 
The Serenaders 
Notes in Rhythm 
Beale St Boys 

Sam’s Cafe 
Ruth Kaye 
Billy Romano 
Joe Faulkner 
Roy O'Day 
Micky Dee 
3 King’s Rhythm 

Silver Lake Inn 
Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Natalie Targo 
Carlos & Doria 
Frank Hassel Ore 

Stamp’s 
The Cirillos 
Betty Lawton 
Phyllis Jordan 
Danny Montgomery 
Lanny Vale 
Vickie Lane 
Frances Tone 
Natalie Mann 
Dolly Raoul Gls 
Eddie Dolan 
Sun Ray Gardens 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Fran Rago 

Balconades 
Charlie Laun Ore 

Bill Green’s 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky 
Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie ‘Ailen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Wally Wayne 


Ore 


J Comorada 
Club Petite 
Picvolo Pete Ore 
Jay Howard 
Loretta Lee 
Sherry Gray 
Eileen O'Shea 


Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Eddie Weitz Ore 
Gerry Richards 
Eddie Peyton's 
Memphis 6 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
E! Chico 
Mario Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Hal Menken 
Dolores Gaylord 


51 Club 
Billy Merle Ore 
June Collins 
Marion Joyce 


Lyda Radnok 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 








is a| 


(Gay 90's) 
| Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel [th 
4 Escorts 
| Harry Bigley 
Joyce Martin 
Al Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Art Baker 4 
Jole 
Carole Daye 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 


Avenue 


Alpine Village 
Doris Day 
Dowling Sis 
Claude & Andree 
Charles DeHaven 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Orc 
Bob Copfer 

Fl Dumpo 


Bob Manners Ore 

Sammy Lipman 

Roger & Spruce 

Ramona 

Virginia Rae 
Eldorado Club 

Estralleta 











Fisher 

Lorraine & King 
Toni Sorell 
Variety Boys (3) 
Beatrice & Danny 
Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Diana Del Rio 
Roy Harkins 
Peggy O'Neil 
Great Nfna 

Sunny Ray 

Elton Brown 
Helen Wilson 
Tony Bernett Ore 


Swan Club 


Beth Calvert 
Marie Nanette 
Aloha Boys 
O'Connor Bros 
Bert St Claire 
Bobby Bernard 
Margie Smith 
Ruddy Lewis 
Mac Pepper 
Jack Curtis 
Earl Denny Ore 
20th Century 
32 Peppers 
Mike Pedecin 
Men of Rhythm 
Venice Grill 
Nick Varallo Ore 
Kay King 
Margie Day 
De Carmo 
Chic Kennedy 


Warwick Hotel 
Roger Stanley Orc 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 

Frank Di Nunzio 

Dave Pierson 

Pump Handle Trio 

Pen Bannerman 

Reg Keohoe Queens 

Toni 

Jack Moss 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Syd Golden 

Raths’r Eldoradians 

Wilson’s 

Martin Long 

Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 

Lee Noble 

Catherine Wolff Gls 

Gerard Rean 

Carol Joyce 

Tiny Harris 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 

Harry Holly 

Pen Raymond 

Lola Claire 

Jean Rice 

Al Gold 


Neff Bros Victor Nelson Ore 
PITTSBURGH 
Anchorage Joy Lind 
Hugh Morton Ore Hotel Wm Penn 
Maynard Deane (Chatterbox) 


Baron Elliott Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Billy Cover 
Babe Rhodes 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Tommy Flynn Ore 
Mike Musino 
Walt Dickman 
New Hillcrest 
Marty Schramm O 
Connie Gregg 
Ray Englert 
Antone Rozance 
Bill Shaffer 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Cortello’s Dogs 
Don Scott Dane 
Lois Hendricks 
Nut House 
Sherdina Walker O 
Ted Blake 
Tommy Monahan 
Marvin Fullilove 
Ray Melville 
Harry Frank 
Onsis 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 
Orchard Inn 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Shangri-La 
Steve Matthews 
Dorothy Matthews 
Betty Carroll 
Squirrel Coop 


Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Pat Burns 
Milly Bradley 
Yacht Club 
Don Roth Orc 
T & T Wilkins 
Leonore Sola 
Johnny Gallus 
Guili Guili 
Paul Allen 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 


Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natals 
Mike Sandretto 

Vilia Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Michael Strange 
Jean Blanche 
Dorsay & Diane 
La Verne & Dee 


CLEVELAND 


Carlos Campos 
Manuel Ovando Ore 
Freddie’s Cafe 

Larry Vincent 

Jane Dover 
Tangia Co 
Manhattanettes 
Herb Ross Ore 


Gourmet Club 


Royal Hawaiians O 


Bill Lochman 
Hotel Allerton 

Joe Baldi Orc 
Hotel Carter 





Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Orc 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 58 


Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 
Bernie Cummins Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Poison Gardner 
Coralli 

Hotel Hollenden 
Terry Lawler 
Estelle Sloan 
Sharkey Seal 
Rolling Stones 
Sammy Watkins Ore 

Hotel Statler 

Glover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Eddie Le Baron Orc 
Ernie Taylor 





— 





















La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Org 
Lindsay’s Skybar 

Gladys Palmer 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Frank Milton 
Two Conrads 
Manny Landers Ore 
Dinorah Ore 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Sammy Wolfe 
Sammy Morris 
Bert Gilbert 
Don Walsh Ore 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Eva Clough 
Benton 2 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Jack Lane & Birds 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Orc 
Boyd Heathen 
Dawn & Darrow 
Pape & Conchita 
Frederic & Sundra 

Casa Manana 
Al Tory Ore 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Louise Sherwood 
David Heminger 
Frank Thomas 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 


Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Ore 
Bernie Bennett O 
Sheila Barrett 
Patti Pickens 
Robert Simmons 
Georgie Tapps 
Boots McKenna Rev 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Cova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Billy & B Burnell 
Frances Urban 
DeMay, Moore & M 
(Melody Lounge) 
Gertrude Woodsum 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Frank Fontaine 
Luticia 
Snake-Hips Davis 
Crawfordettes 
Tanya Auer 


Fox & Hounds 
Milton George _Ore 
David Ballentine 
Maxine Coleman 

(Rhumba Casino 

Room) 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Les Habaneros (6) 
Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 

Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Terry Andre 
Frank Petty 

Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 
Warren & Bodee 

Hote) Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Billy Leach 
Roberta 
Hotel Essex 
Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Mario & Margarel 


Ken 





Bill Groin 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Eleanor Boland 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
E Frothingham 
John Hoysradt 
Harry Marshard 9 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
International Cafe 


Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Frances Grant 
Archie O'Brien 
Roberts & Trebor 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Carney & Cress 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhunmiboliers Orc 
Sims & Bailey 
Billy Reyes 
Jerry Andrews 
Carisse & V Ballet 
Knight Sis 
Irene Donahue 
Jack Beekman 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 
Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Lennie Fitz 
Tom Chales 
Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breen 
Oscar Carmel 
Elano Norton 
Arthur Martel 
Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Carmen del Rio Ore 
Harry Spear 
Buster Keim Rev 
Nina Olivette 
Allen Murray 
F & M Dearborn 
Sascha Leoninoff 
Patricia King 
Kay Doyle 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Koom) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Moore & Revel 
Hartnells 
Ray Pike 
Jimmy Marr 
Adele Corey 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Carmen Adrians 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Adele Corey 
Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Ore 


Smiles & Smiles 
Sinclair Beef Trust 
Lola Daley 
Shepherd 2 

Vera Lamont 


Ina Hutton (29-21) 














Jap Villains OK 


aes CONtinued from page 3 


topnotchers of the hatred type for at 
least some time to come. How many 
are made and how fast they come 
will depend on the way the war goes 
and the resultant fluctuation of pub- 


lic opinion. 
dreary affair, 
will stick mostly 


If it proves to be a long 
Hollywood probably 


to straight enter- 


tainment-type features (except for 
the usual B mellers). If the Nazis 
and Japs, by acts of atrocity and 


otherwise, stir up great and active 


hatred, 


Hollywood 


will be in fast 


with stories reflecting popular feel- 


ing, 


South-of-the-Border 


One aspect of 


Too 


the new outlook 


brought about by the war is seen 1n 
revision of policy of the Office of 


Inter-American Affairs. 


That’s the 


3 





Rockefeller Committee, which wor- 
ries about our relations with Latin- 
American nations. Inasmuch as vir- 
tually all of these countries have 
lined up on the side of the U. S., g0- 
ahead is being given for Axis attacks 
in both regular product for south-of- 
the-border consumption and the spe- 
cial 16 mm. educational stuff being 
sent south by the Rockefeller group. 

Only catch may be if a couple 
countries, like Argentina, persist in 
sitting on the fence. In that case, 


they will refuse to play pix with 
anti-Axis angles—just as Argentina 
still hasn’t seen ‘The Great Dictator’ 
—and there will be some loss of 
revenue for American companies dis- 





tributing there. 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N.Y. 





Cugat, Heidt, Duchin, Busse, Cal- 
way, Fields, etc. 
Miss Baker, reportedly leaving the 
pand soon, went well at show caught. 
She essays the babyvoice delivery 
nich, though dated, is nonetheless 
vitective. Repertoire is well chosen, 
her best being ‘What Are Little Girls 
Made Of,’ ‘My Resistance Is Low, 
and ‘I Dunno Why.’ She sings the 
first with the Bodyguards, male quar- 
tet, and the latter number with the 


lo 


uartet and Sally, Darlene and Mary, | 


vocal trio. 

Eddie Rice, vocalist with the band, 
cleaned up with ‘She Don't Wanna. 
Bodyguards and three girls are ex- 
cellent supporting groups, the lat- 
ter also dancing briefly. Jack Bar- 
tell, another band vocalist, registers 
but moderately with a couple of 
pops. 

Walter Long, topnotch tapper from 
musical comedy, cashed in big. 
Long is an unusually graceful hoofer, 
scoring repeatedly with distinctive 
spins and tango effects and also dis- 
playing considerable variety in tap 
routines. . oe 

se near capacity at_ sho 
salam Thursday wight (11). Mori. 


MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, ve. = 
ie Green, The Great Ballan- 
Pag Oman, Loie Bridge, 
Dorothy Rutherford, Rancho Sere- 
mnaders, Mary Graham Minor Girls 
(16), Eddie Schulz House Orch (12), 
Gene Moore; ‘Forced Landing’ (Par). 





‘Everything Goes’ is a fitting title 
for this week's 60-minute stage 
production by Will Harris. Bill pro- 
vides wide variety but its standard is 
under some of the previous bills. 
Jackie Green is in his third week as 
m.c. and Loie Bridge, former local 
legit performer, continues her yokel- 
ism and corn husking another week. 
These two with trio of standard acts, 
weekly amateur winner, line and 
orch make a curious combo which 
shapes up as only moderate fare. 


Ballantine and Lester Oman, re- 
spectively, contribute about best 
turns, former with pseudo magic and 
line of gag chatter. Later Oman, 
following a ‘Doll Dance’ marionet 
number by the line, brings on the lit- 
tle people he manipulates by strings, 
and gets across nicely with a femme 
partner aiding. Rancho Serenaders. 
foursome of western sonesters and 
strines, rate well with such numbers 
as ‘El Rancho Grande,’ ‘Estrellita,” 
and ‘Tumbling Tumbleweeds.” 


Green is on and off the stage 


throughout, gagging on the first line | 


number and introing Dorothy Ruth- 
erford, who sings ‘Irish Eyes.’ 

Past halfway mark Miss Bridge 
interrupts from the audience and 
Green brings her on stage for round 
of corny chatter and antics. She 
does an ecrentric clog to wind up the 
stanza and returns with Green to 
head a line number. Green closes 
with a couvle of original musical 
rhymes leading into the barn dence 
finale. Quin. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 13. 


Clyde McCoy Orch (12), Bennett | 


Sisters (4), Freddy Stewart, Flash 
& Dash, Donna Snowdy; ‘Burma 
Convoy’ (U). 


Current 45 minutes on Tower stage | 


is third stand by McCoy and his 
troupe here in two years. As al- 
ways, group is fairly satisfactory 
here with the ‘Sugar Blues’ rep of 
the leader aiding Marquee draw. 
War and Christmas shopping boffed 
the b.o., however. Show is spotty, 
with some better talent and indiffer- 
ent material in other turns. 


Opening is Snappy with recorded 
arrangement of McCoy’s own com- 
Position, ‘Tear It Down,’ and a newly 
Pamed ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Bennett 
youn augmented to four since 
fest gest stepped out of high school 
in. Pring, have an inning vocalling 

Ooglie Wooglie Piggy’ and ‘You 


ade Me Love You’ for good audi- | 


Coneagee ption. Band’s version of 
at _ 0 in B’ features Bob Nelson 
teur Piano. Donna Snowdy, ama- 

entry, demonstrates considerable 


older tionism ease for a five-year- | 


treme? displays his skill on the 

Blue’ with a jivey ‘Basin St. 

strong] and ‘Sugar Blues,’ both 

turn #. sold. Bennett Sisters re- 

or a rhythm tan which doesn’t 

to standard. Shorty Freddy 

we tee is another light 

aint crooning scarcely 

the ht the audience even through 
Sh Ouse p.a. system, 

Ow pi , 
Flash ne up towar 
"pia tap an 
Orch, Benn 
to har 


closing with 
ash stepping off a lively 
d semi-acrobatic routine. 
etts and Stewart combine 
idle ‘Daddy’ in good } 


style an 








House Reviews 


Continued from page 20 








company makes a finale out of 


‘Bugle Call Rag’ to ring down the | 


curtain. 

Film means little at the b.o. It’s 
|} just one of those weeks that show 
| biz has to live through. Quin. 


| 


| Lectures Big B. 0. 


| = Continued from page inna 
|five weeks the theatres chosen for 
the experiment will present a lec- 
turer. There will be no pictures 
|shown, and at the end of the lec- 
tures there will be a public forum 
or general discussion of the subject 
of the evening. 

Valtin, the first lecturer, will talk 
at the Downer theatre on a Sun- 
day night, at the Venetian on Mon- 























——_ 


day and at the Modjeska on Tues- 
day, then move on to Fox’s out-of- 
town houses in Madison, Oshkosh, 
Racine, Kenosha, Janesville, Fond 
du Lac, Menasha, Beaver Dam, 
Manitowoc, Port Washington, Green 
Bay, Stevens Point, Wausau, Ish- 
|peming, Menominee, Iron Mountain 
and Houghton. Other lecturers will 
follow the same route, appearing 
\first in the Milwaukee houses then 
moving on to the out-of-town dates. 


Tickets will be placed on sale in 
advance for the block of lectures or 
| for individual lectures, and if the 
|first series of talks clicks another 
| series will be booked to follow it. 
| Not only is the idea figured to act 
;as a business stimulant, but it will 
|make the theatre more than ever an 
| essential part of the cultural life 
|of the community, tending to offset 
|eriticism and bringing new audi- 
| ences into the picture houses. 
| Present intention is to sell a sea- 
{son ticket for the five lectures at 
$3.50 plus tax. 














|  H’wood On 


Continued 








| Metro, with more than 100 on the 
| list. Warners registered 62, and 20th- 
| Fox was third with 56. Following is 
a list of soldiers, sailors and marines 
compiled by various studios: 


COLUMBIA 


Morrie Abrams, Robert Hoover, 
Ora Brant, Seymour Green, James 
Crowe, Jr., George Hubert, H. W. 
Peterson, Jack Pickarts, Don Pickler, 
Donald Rigg, Lee Sholem, Joseph E. 
Sullivan, Leroy J. Kenzel, Joseph 
Hurley, Irving Gertz, Kenneth Shee- 
han, Leo E. Anderson, Floyd Joyer, 
George Light, Robert Cox, Del Niel- 
son, Gene Markey. 


WALT DISNEY 


Dick Bathelder, 
Murray Fairburn C. L. Hartman, 
Rodell Johnson, Art Moore, John 
Freeman, George Peed, Earl Free- 
man, Robert Perry, Freeman Sylva, 
Wilbur Streech, Franz Watterings, 
Alfred Williams, Tony Strobl, James 
Handley, Burdette Sykora, Archie 
Traynor, Dick Lyford, George Baker, 
Frank Onaitis, James Johnson, Rob- 
ert Walker, Oliver Lake, Anthony 


John Barron, 


Chiericetti, Jim Stiffler, Howard 

Henkes, Vic Michonski, Ed Saylor. 
METRO 

Albert Atkinson, Jr., Kenneth 


Brooks, William Moats, Madison Till- 
man, William Orr, Matthew Adam, 
Oliver Little, William Scott, Marvin 
Summerfield, Tony Villone, Paul 
Fanning, Thomas Ray, James Brod- 
erick, Victor Durante, Murray Ross, 
Richard Bare, Wheeler Bartram, 
Robert Burkhardt, Burt Dreyer, 
| Charles Fetty, Ralph Frisbey, James 
| Jennings, Malvin Lachman, Paul 
Maag, Glenn Marrs, Charles Miller, 
Lawrence Schneider, Harry Shaw, 
Murel Sherrod, Herbert Smith, Lloyd 
Taylor, James Baitto, Manuel del 
Campo, Howard Epstein, Byron Grif- 
fith, David Nicholson, Samuel Perl, 
Franklin Day, Brainard Gally, Rob- 
ert Schultz, Howard Silberstein, 
Clifford Tarn, Eugene Tobin, John 
Wenzel, Frederik Kruger, Joe Cam- 
panelli, William Allen, Randolph 
Buckley, Arthur Berry, Edward 
Lindsay, Walter Underwood, Henry 
Fourage, Joseph Dushock, William 
Hole, Joseph Lichtman, Donald Mac- 











Dowell, Leslie Martinson, Walter 
| Vail, Emil Pepin, Edwin Hubbell, 
Seth Weiss, Charles Burch, Floyd | 


| Whittenburg, David Sheppard, James 


Mark Mills, Charles Greene, Gordon 


| Gotchefer, Jack Clink, Kenneth Lam- | 


| bert. Robert Randall, Don Olds, 
Archie Blair, Joseph Bosi, Marshall 
Neilan, Jr., Russell Selwyn, William 
Hannah, Lisle Luhr, John Stine, Eu- 


gene Stout, Edward Connolly, George | 


Klein, Charles Marshall, Douglas 
Pope, John Truwe, Ray Deischel, 
Ear] Plummer, Hugh Outcault, 
George Thompson, Robert Mont- 


gomery, James Stewart. 
PARAMOUNT 

John S. Adams, Alvin B. Arvidson, 
Arthur Berman, Dudley Rooney, 
Frank Rooney, Justin Ward, Julian 
Blaustein, Francis Burgess, 
| Davis, O. L. Dudley, Fred S. Dultz, 
| John Mitas, Clyde Fell, John Du- 
Moilin, Wilford Lystrup, Bernard 
McKerney, Y. Frank Freeman, Jr., 
William V. Hogan, Robert H. Jones, 
Herman Kupersmith, Harry D. Mar- 
tin, Algernon Mason, Rikita Oka- 
moto, Eugene Zukor, Robert K Os- 
terman, Paul H. Richards, Crawford 
| L. Sorsenson, Ralph Stack, E. F. Wal- 
lace, 


REPUBLIC 
Morrie Abrahms, Leonard Kunody, 
Douglas Yates, Sol Shore, Pete 
Adreon, Max Miller, Glen Rendahl, 
Herschel Gruenberg, Floyd Barsoom, 
Mike Frankovitch, Louis Phillipi 


Dale, “aul Oliver, Charles Mauceri, | 


Floyd | 


the March - 
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, Billy Witney, 
Middleton. 


John Marvin, Ray 


RKO-RADIO 


Louis W. Baehr, Duncan Blan- 
chard, George Donohoe, Jack Hill, 
Jack Miller, Milton Schreyer, Frank 
Whitton, Louis Besbick, William 
Gross, Tanham’_ Boteler, David 
Thomas, Lee Burtis, Alvin Cohen, 
Ted Jones, Lambert Root, Phil Sil- 
verstein, Eugene Smith, Paul Wurt- 
zel, Joe Damenstein, Al De Vuyst, 
Fred Dieterich, Hal Gerson, Ben 
Hale, Garson Kanin, Sid Katz, Guy 
Newhard, Harold Oldham, William 
Perkins, Harry Redmond, Jr. 


20TH-FOX 


Lawrence Meyhran, Robert Gra- 
ham, Andrew A. Cooney, James Mc- 
Adam, Henry Oliver, Arthur Ron- 
dal, Harry B. Nichols, Norman 
Stocking, Robert C. Wellington, 
Lennis R. Williams, Marc Garber, 
Gerald Dobson, John A. Hale, Wil- 
liam W. Johnson, Robert Campbell, 
Oliver Ogden, James Stampus, Don 
Flickwar, Harold Roth, Al De- 
gaetano, Jr., Hugh Fowler, Wallace 
M. White, Etter D’Orrazio, John 
Horvath, Duane Faralla, Charles 
Fascoe, Carl Gottleib, Bob Harris, 
John Halbrick, John Honrad, Harry 
Harth, Albert Shaffer, Robert Leach, 
Warren S. Hale, Lee Oakes, Walter 
Ceglarski, Charles Perrin, Henry 
Garzen, Jay Chaffin, Kenneth Pier, 
Kenneth V. Lang, Ray Kellogg, Paul 
O. Mond, William Whitley, John 
Erickson, Robert N. Braggins, Har- 
old D. Hogan, Richard M. Towner, 
Norman Rockett, J. B. Allin, Martin 
Wilson, Edward Laggewig, William 
C. Bryan, Stanley Hough, Edward 
P. Hartman, Dave Hechtlinger. 

UNIVERSAL 

Jason H. Berne, Everett H. 
Broussard, Willard Eggert, Ed- 
ward Guss, Clifton Johnson, Daniel 
Landers, Ralph Largly, George F. 


Morrow, Robert C. Murdock, Jr., 
Seymour Porter, Norman Rydall, 
Robert L. Weatherford, Seymour 
Winston, Robert J. Cramer, Ray- 





mond DeDamp, Douglas Gallagher, 
Norman Rivkin. 
WARNERS 
Oren Haglund, Wilson K. Norton, 
Allen G. Siegler, Ai Lemcke, Her- 


M. O'Connell, R. V. Barksdale, 


|Charles J. Renaud, Fred Richter, 
John W. Richter, Clarence F. Beck, 
Samuel A. Blaiwes, Francis Butter- 
field. John F. Davey, Robert L. 
Gage, Jerry McFarland, Harold 
Mitchell, Philip Rosedale, Quentin 
Schroeder, Theo. J. Howard, Jack 
H. Coveney, Alvin Steele, Robert W. 
Evans, Bernard Davis, Bernard Kot- 


zin, Darwin Krystall, Daniel Krause, 
| Norman Rydall, Harry Sobel, Harry 
| D. @Redmond, Fred Clark, Ray 
|Thomas, James Finnegan, Robert 
| Bone, Leonard Mark, Kenneth 
| Shuttleworth, Lou Turner, Lester 
| Cooper, Frank Coca, Richard A. 
| Beck, Howard Clausen, Lester Kis- 
| ker, Frank S. Patterson, DeLoss Mc- 
|Graw, Nick DeMos, Bryan Har- 


Leary, Kenneth Rogers, Bill Saum, 


Marvin Smith. 





Leggett Brown Joins Up 

Leggett Brown, an agent in the 
John Moses office, has 
the army air corps and leaves to- 
| day (Wednesday) for active service 
' at Biloxi, Miss. A private flier for 
the last several years, Brown ex- 
| pects to serve as a gunner or ob- 
server. He is over age for a pilot’s 


y nt 
nent, 


pert Anderson, George Campeau, 
Wayne Morris, Vic Kline, Jack | 
| Lewis, Thomas Corey, Willis Houn- | 
shell, Earl Kennedy, Jobn Monte, | 


Burt H. Jones, Joe Mossman, Joseph | 


| greaves, Kurt Simon, Hugo Bilz, Earl | 


enlisted in | 


WHAT THEY THINK 





Saga of Jesse Perry 
Chicago. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I have a human interest story for 
you, 

Jesse Perry, a young colored fel- 
|low, who was ‘on the rack’ for tu- 
|berculosis of the 
j;months at Cook County 
| didn’t give up. He kept on writing 
songs—even when he could only turn 
|his head and wasn’t able to move 
|another part of his body. He had 
|never had a lesson, except a little 
| instruction in harmony in public high 
!school. But Jesse is one of those 
born musicians who know instinc- 
tively what music is. His marvelous 
sense of harmony and his lilting 
| tunes show this. Perry had a dance 
band—played 
stricken. 
Thinking of the future, when he 
| might possibly recover and be able 
| to earn a living for his two children, 
| this heroic, intelligent brother musi- 
|cian kept on writing popular songs. 











musician’s inner ear. 
|give up. One day a pianist played 
|Perry’s songs for him, and found 
| several which were suitable for pub- 
|lishing and stood a good chance of 
becoming hits. Perry couldn’t play 
the piano. All he had played was 
sax. But he didn’t give up hope, and 
he has now recovered sufficiently to 
be able to walk up to the music 
room, 

Some friends who understood his 
talent and applauded his courage 
wrote to ‘people of influence,’ who 
promised help, but never could be 
pinned down to actually doing any- 
thing for Jesse—they were always 
too busy. However, this writer still 
has faith in those engaged in the 
hard-boiled business of professional 
dance bands and popular tune pub- 
lishing—faith enough to believe that 
surely among some of us musicians 


But he didn’t 


who will give a brother musician a 
break. Jesse Perry deserves this— 
and his tunes will pay for themselves, 
Michael Tallent. 
1350 North Sedgwick. 


Whom Jack Eigen Pleases 


New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Read your review. You're entitled 
to your opinion. This might inter- 
est you. The sales of Breidt’s Beer 
(my sponsor) are way up as a re- 
sult of my broadcasts. I’ve had 
sponsor almost a year—and they 
renewed six weeks ago for 26 weeks 
more. I’ve always made it a prac- 
tice not to try and entertain people 
on trade papers—or blase Broadway- 
ites. I try to reach the local peo- 
ple—they’re the ones who make it 
possible for me to stay on the air. 

As for imitating Winchell—I 
stopped listening to him on the air 
three years ago when I first was 
criticized for that. 
do not try to ape him—if I sound 
that way on the air it is unconscious 
imitation. 





Jack Eigen. 


‘Arena’ Theatres 


Brunswick, Me. 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


prevent your readers 
interpreting my letter 


from mis- 
which you 


19, the technique to which I re- 
ferred (explained in my original 
letter by a photograph and clipping) 


was the ‘arena’ type of playing 
Since the CSI (Camp Shows, Inc.) 
schedule has now been cut to one 


play, according to your story on 
Mr. (Eddie) Dowling, it is more than 


ever important that some method 
be used which will simplify army 
| entertainment The ‘arena’ style 
with no scenery, a few spots, and 


simple props, will cut expenses, in- 
crease the size of audiences, and 
half the difficulty of touring. 

The soldiers at Fort Williams, in 


tion of ‘Room Service.’ 
Geo. H. Quinby, 
(Director of Dramatics, 
Bowdoin College.) 


Seek Ward Oali-Clara Erickson Infe 
New York. 








| Editor, ‘Variety’: 
We are eager to locate any in- 
formation available relating to a 
Ward Oali and his wife Clara Erick- 
ison, circus performers who died in 
the influenza epidemic of 1918. Their 
daughter, a client of ours, was an 
infant at the time, and grew up 
| knowing practically nothing of her 
family. 
}they might have attracted 


some 


there is a bandleader or a publisher | 


spine for many | 
Hospital, | 


notice, either as outstanding per- 
formers, or through the unusual 
social combination (Mr. Oali was an 
Arab, Mrs. Oali, Swedish) in which 
case you might have some data 
about them or even a picture. 

We have already tried to get in- 
formation through Barnum & Bailey, 
all of whose records for that period 
had been destroyed. We were also 


| unsuccessful in locating old Hippo- 











drome records, but thought perhaps 
you might know whether these are 
anywhere available. 

_Leonore Pollack 
(Community Service Soc. of N.Y.) 





Not True, Says Boice 
New York. 


| Edito ag i ys 
sax before he was|- Variety 


I was surprised to read on page 42 
in ‘Variety’ in the article regarding 
Loren Watson’s resignation as gen- 
eral manager of International Radio 
Sales, that Major Stoer had been 
talking to me as a possible successor. 
This statement is absolutely incor- 
rect. The only communication I 
have had with Major Stoef was in 
connection with my work for the 
Committee on Information for the 
sale of National Defense Bonds and 
Stamps. 

Hugh Kendall Boice 
Vice-President Sales, 
Station WQXR. 


é 





Seeking F. W. Newberry Heirs 


Detroit. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

I am trying to locate certain heirs 
of one Frederick M. Newberry, for- 
merly of Detroit. Information has 
reached me that he had two sons, 
Haskell Newberry and Earl New- 
berry, the former for a number of 
years an actor in New York City and 
the latter was an orchestra leader 
who, until several years ago, con- 
ducted an orchestra in Detroit, but 
more recently has been traveling 
throughout the country. 


Clayton D. W. Bordner. 
(Ford Bldg.) 

















Current Road Shows 


Continued from page 60 


ing, W. Va. (17); Forrest, Philadel- 
phia (25-27), 


‘Johnny On the Spot’—Plymouth, 
Boston (25-27). 


‘Lady Comes’ Across’ (Jessie 
Matthews) — Shubert, Boston (17- 
27). 


‘Letters to 
Boston (17-20). 


‘Life With Father’ (Margalo Gill- 
more, Percy Waram)—Indiana Univ., 
Bloomington, Ind. (17); So. Illinois 
Normal Univ., Carbondale, Ill. (18); 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (19); Eng- 


Lucerne’—Plymouth, 


| lish, Indianapolis (25-27). 


Believe me I 


‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern)—Carolina, Spartan- 
burg, S. C. (17); Carolina, Charlotte, 
S. C. (18); Plaza, Asheville, N. C. 
(19); Bijou; Knoxville, Tenn, (22); 


| Mun Aud., New Orleans (26-27). 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor Moore, 


| William Gaxton)—Erlanger, Chicago 


To keep the record straight and | 


were kind enough to print on Nov. | 


a 


Portland, liked our ‘arena’ produc- | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


(17-27). 
‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Philadelphia (23-27). 
‘My Sister Eileen’—Aud., St. Paul 
(17); Aud., Kansas City (25-27). 
‘My Sister Eileen’—Shubert, New 
Haven (25-27). 

‘Native Son’—Studebaker, Chicago 
(17-27). 
‘Pal 
22-27). 
‘Papa Is All’—Wilbur, Boston (17- 

20): Harris, Chicago (22-27). 
‘Patricia’—Alcazar, San 


(17-27). 


‘Pie in the Sky’—Playhouse, Wil- 
mington, Del. (19-20). 

‘Portrait of a Lady’ (Ruth Gordon) 
—Majestic, Boston (27). 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland, Walter 
Hampden, Bobby Clark)—Cass, De- 
troit (17-20); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. Y. 
(25-27). 

‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 
Lyle Talbot)—Cox, Cincinnati (17+ 
20); Hartman, Columbus, O. (25-27). 

‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 
Everett Horton)—El Capitan, Holly- 


North’— Walnut, 


Joey’—National, Washington 


Francisco 


|} wood (17-27). 


We thought that possibly | American, St. 


‘Student Prince’—Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto (17-20); Grand Opera 
House, Chicago (25-27). 

‘There Shalt Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Aud., Roch- 
ester, Minn. (18-19). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Louis (17-20); Cox, 


Cincinnati (21-27). 
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